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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION 


T HIS volume is a development of the notes from which 
I have lectured in recent years to students at University 
College, London, and Liverpool University. It consists of some 
rather disconnected introductions to various branches of the 
theory of functions, both real and complex. I think the average 
student finds the existing literature on these subjects rather 
formidable, and I hope that these chapters will do something 
to bridge the gap between the elementary text-books and the 
systematic treatises on the theory of functions. 

A knowledge of elementary analysis is assumed. By ele¬ 
mentary analysis we mean, roughly, what is contained in 
Hardy’s Course, of Pure Mathematics. Apart from this the work 
is self-contained. The order in which the chapters occur is to 
a certain extent arbitrary. The last four chapters might well 
come after Chapter I Apart from occasional references forward, 
the earlier part of the book is independent of these chapters; 
but what they contain is part of the necessary equipment of the 
analyst of to-day, just as much as the older theory of analytic 
functions. 

A number of miscellaneous examples are given at the ends of 
the chapters. Some of them are more or less immediate applica¬ 
tions of the book-work. Others are more difficult theorems 
which have not found a place in the text; these are accompanied 
by indications of the solution, and references to the sources. 

When I first proposed to put my notes into the form of a book, 
Professor Hardy very generously offered to work through them 
in connexion with his lectures at Oxford, and they have been 
revised with the help of the notes which he made during this 
process. I have adopted a very large number of improvements 
from Professor Hardy’s notes, and I wish to express my very 
deep gratitude for the assistance which he has given. 

I have also to thank Mr. U. S. Haslam-Jones and Dr. B. M. 
Wilson, who have read the proofs and made a large number of 
useful suggestions. 


E. C. T. 
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CHAPTER I 

INFINITE SERIES, PRODUCTS, AND INTEGRALS 

1. Introduction. In this opening chapter we supplement 
the knowledge of elementary analysis which the reader is sup¬ 
posed to have at his disposal. We deal particularly with series, 
each term of which is a function of a variable; with integrals 
involving variable parameters; and with a variety of those 
double-limit problems which are so common in all branches of 
analysis. As we have explained in the preface, we take Hardy’s 
Pure Mathematics (to which we refer as P.M.) as a starting- 
point, and refer to it whenever possible. 

We shall use the following notation. In any argument, a 
number independent of the main variables is called a constant. 
A nUmber not depending on any variable is called an absolute 
constant. We use A to denote an absolute positive constant, 
not necessarily the same one each time it occurs. The reader 
may find statements such as ‘/{x) < A , hence 2/(x) < A’ a little 
disconcerting at first, but he will soon get used to them. A con¬ 
stant depending on one or more parameters is usually denoted 
by K. 

By f(x) — 0{4>{x)} we mean generally that \f(x)\< A<f>(x) if * 
is sufficiently near to some given limit. In particular, 0(1) 
means a bounded function. Thus 

sinx = 0(lxj), (x+l)* = 0(l) 

as x -* 0; and 

sinx=0(l), (x+l)* = 0(x s ) 

as x -> oo. 

Sometimes, however, f(x) = 0{<f>(x)} is used to mean 
' \f(x)\< K<f>(x), 

but it is usually sufficiently obvious what parameters are 
involved. 

By f{x) = o{4>(x}} we mean that f{x)j<f>(x) -> 0 as x tends to 
a given limit. Thus 

sin x = o (x*), (x-f 1)* = o (x*) 

as x -* oo. In particular, o(l) means a function which tends to 
zero. 
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By f(x) ~ <f>(x) we mean that f(x)j<f>(x) -* 1 as x tends to a 
given limit. 

We use e to denote a vanablc which is to be given arbitrarily 
small values, and so may be thought of as small. 

By ma x(a,b,...) we mean the greatest of a,b,..., and by 
min (a,b,...) the least. 

1.1. Uniform convergence. The reader should be familiar 
with the idea of a convergent aeries * Our standard notation for 
an infinite series is 

CO 

«|+tt 2 + «3+- = 1 «« = 2 
n-1 

the limits of summation being (l,oo), unless other limits are 
definitely assigned. The nth partial sum of the series is 


«„^-'“i+“2+ +«„• 

We begin by recalling the definition of convergence. The series 
is said to be convergent to the sum s if, given any positive 
number e, however small, we can find a number n 0 , depending 
one, such that («>„„) 

In other words, s lt tends to the limit a as n tends to infinity. 

Suppose now that each term of the series is a function of a 
real variable x This variable is usually supposed to range over 
a closed interval, a<x$:b, say; but the range of variation 
may equally well be an open interval, a <x <b, or indeed any 
set of points. We now write the series 


«i(xH-m 2 (x)+ .. = 2 «„(*), 

and its nth partial sum is s„(x) The series may, of course, be 
convergent for some values of x and divergent for others If it 
is convergent for all the values of x considered, its sum is a 
function of x, defined for these values of x We denote it by s(x). 

Definition. The series is said to be uniformly con¬ 

vergent over the interval ( a,b) if, given any positive number <, 
however small, we can find a number n 0 , depending on e but not 
on x, such that |s(x)-«„(x)]< £ 

for n > n Q , and for every value of x in the interval (a,b). 

It is clear that uniform convergence implies convergence for 
every value of x in the interval; but a series may (as we shall 

* P.M. § 76. 



UNIFORM CONVERGENCE 3 

show by examples) be convergent for every value of x in an 
interval without being uniformly convergent. It may be true 
that to every pair of values of x and e corresponds a number n 0 
such that |s(x)—s„(x)| < e for n > n 0 \ but at the same time it 
may happen that, as x approaches some point of the interval, 
the number n 0 may become indefinitely large. The series would 
then not be uniformly convergent. 

Notice that uniform convergence is a property associated with 
an interval (or set of points), not with a single point. 

1.11. Tests for uniform convergence. Just as there are 
tests for the convergence of a series of constants, so there 
are tests for the uniform convergence of a series of functions. 
The simplest and most useful test, due to Weierstrass, is as 
follows: 

The aeries J u n (:t) is uniformly convergent over the interval (a, b) 
if there is a convergent senes of positive constant terms, «„ say, 
such that |tt»(*)l<«» 

for all values of n and x 

In the first place, the series £ u n ( x ) * 8 convergent for every 
value of x, by the ordinary comparison theorem ( P.M §§ 167, 
184) It therefore has a sum s(x) for every value of x. Also 

= l«n+i( a; )+«*+t( a: )+-l < ®n+l • ■ ■ > 

which can be made less than any given e by taking n greater 
than a certain number rig. Since the a n series is independent of 
x, the number n 0 is independent of x. This proves the theorem. 

Notice that the result still holds if | u n (x) | < a n , not necessarily 
for all values of n, but for all sufficiently large values of n. 

A more general test of the same type, which is sometimes 
useful, is that J u„(x) is uniformly convergent if |u n (x)| < t; n (x), 
and v n( x ) i 8 uniformly convergent. We leave the proof of this 
to the reader. 

00 

Examples, (i) The power senes Jr* is uniformly convergent for 

n-0 

a<x<6, if —1 <o< 6<1. [Take o. = |a|* or |6|\ whichever is the 
greater.] 

(ti) The trigonometrical series 

2, cos nx 


is uniformly convergent over any interval. 
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« 

(iii) The Dmchlet series 2 n~' is uniformly convergent for a < a < 6, 

«=i 

if 1 < o < b. 

[Take a„ = »-•; see P.Af. § 176. The sum, of this important series 
is denoted by £(«).] 

(iv) The senes » 

2 o«(l—* J )" 

is uniformly convergent for — 1 < x < 1. 

(v) A similar definition of uniform convergence may be framed for 

senes such as *> 

2 r" cos nd, 
n=o 

where the general term is a function of two (or more) variables, here 
r and 9. This senes is uniformly convergent for 0 < r < 6 < 1 and any 
range of values of 6. 

1.12. Other tests. In a general way, any test for con¬ 
vergence becomes a test for uniform convergence if its condi¬ 
tions are satisfied independently of x. For example ( P.M. § 168), 
2 M n (x) is convergent for a particular value of x if there is a 
number r, less than 1, such that 

w » t l(*") <r 
«»(*) "" 

for all values of n. In general, the value of r for which this is 
true will depend on x. Suppose, however, that we can find a 
number r such that the condition is satisfied for all values of 
x with this same value of r. Then the series is uniformly con¬ 
vergent, provided that m^x) is bounded. For repeated applica¬ 
tion of the above inequality gives 

!«„(*) I < r”- 1 |it 1 (x)| < Mr 11 - 1 , 

if |w,(x) | < M, and the result follows from the comparison test. 

Other tests for convergence may be extended in the same 
way. Take, for example, Dirichlet’s test {P.M. § 189). The 
analogous test for uniform convergence is as follows: 

If <f> n is a positive function of n which tends steadily to zero as 
n —► co, and if there is a constant A such that 

2 «„(*) ^ A 

1 

far all values of N and x, then the series 

2 &.«»(*) 


is uniformly convergent. 
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The reader should have no difficulty in formulating the 
rigorous proof.* 

Examples, (i) If the numbers a, are positive and decrease steadily 
to zero, the series 

2 o, sin nx 

is uniformly convergent in any closed interval not including a multiple 
of 2ir. [Compare P.M. ex. LXXIX, 2. Use the identity 

, . . , cos lx — coa(n+l)x 1 

2 sin \x J 

(ii) Under the same conditions, the series 

2 ajc sin nx 

is uniformly convergent in an interval including x = 0. 

1.13. A necessary and sufficient condition for uniform 
convergence. The series J u n (x) is uniformly convergent if and 
only if the following condition is satisfied. Given any positive 
number e, we can find n 0 , depending on e but not on x, such that 

l»m(*)-«a(*)l < « 

for aU values of m and n greater than n 0 . 

This corresponds to the ‘general principle of convergence* for 
ordinary series (P.M. §§ 83, 84). 

As in the case of ordinary series, the condition is easily seen 
to be necessary ; for 

l*m(*)“*»(*)I < K*)—*m(*)l+W*)-«n(*)l. 
so that, if the series is uniformly convergent, the condition is 
satisfied. In the case of ordinary series, the proof of sufficiency 
is more difficult. But, once the difficulty has been overcome in 
the ‘ordinary’ case, there is no further difficulty in the ‘variable’ 
ease. For suppose that the condition is satisfied. Then, by the 
theorem for ordinary series, the series 2 u n( x ) i® convergent for 
every x. Let its sum be s(x). Given e, choose n 0 so that 

M*)—«»(*)! < « ( m>n 0 ,n> n 0 ). 

Keeping m fixed, make n -*■ oo. Then, since s n (x ) -> s(z), 

l«m(*)—*(*)!<« 

provided only that m > n 0 . Hence the convergence is uniform. 

1.131. The following theoremf on a class of trigonometrical 
series is an excellent example of the above principle. 

• See Bromwich's Infinite Series, ed. 2, § 44. 

f Chaundy and Jolliffe (I). 
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If the numbers b n are positive and steadily decreasing, a neces¬ 
sary and sufficient condition that the series 

2 b u sin nx 

should be uniformly convergent throughout any interval is that 
nb„-rQ. 

To show that the condition is necessary, observe that, if 
x ~ rrj(2p ), and* n = [lp-f-1], 

b n sin nx + b n¥l sin(« +1 )x -f... -f- b p sinpx 

> b Jt (sinnx + sinpx) > b„(hp— l}sin \rr, 
since there are at least ip—1 terms in the bracket, in each of 
which mx > \rr. Since the given series is uniformly convergent 
in an interval including the origin, the left-hand side of the 
above inequality tends to zero as p -r co Hence pb jt -> 0 
In proving the sufficiency of the condition, we require the 
following result, known as Abel’s lemma; 

If b 1 6 2 ^ -SS b n ^ 0, 

and if m ^ «i+a 2 +- M 

for all values of n, then 

bpn ^ a 2 & 2 + -I-a„6„ < b,M 

for all values of n. 

Let s n = a 1 +...+a, l . Thenf 

a i&i+ —+ a , t &« = Vi+M« 2 -*i)+- ■+b n (s li -~8 n _ 1 ) 

— 8 1 (b 1 —bf) +« 2 (6 Z —6 3 )+• • ■+ s„ (&„_i— b n ) J t-s ll b n . 

Since each bracket is positive or zero, the sum is not decreased 
if each s m be replaced by M ; and this gives 

M(b 1 -b i )+M(b 2 -b 3 )+... + Mb n = Mb v 

the required upper bound. Similarly we obtain the required 
lower bound. This proves the lemma. 

In the series in question, it is sufficient to consider the interval 
0 < x < it, since each term is odd and has the period 2n. Con¬ 
sider the sum 

s n. v = b n 8m nx + + b p smpx, 

where now n and p are unconnected. Let p n = max (mb m ), so 

m ; n 

* fx] moans the integral part of x . 
t Compare P.M . § ]89. 
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that fi n -> 0. If x > rr/n, we apply Abel’s lemma. We have 


|sin»x +•••+ sinrx| = 


1 


sin Ax 


cos (n—\)x — cos(r-|-A)x 
2 sin 

for all values of n and r, and, since sin 9/9 is steadily decreasing 
for 0<0< Air, . 

sin Jx x 

and we deduce that 

, , b„TT , . 

nf >n < /be 


n,V' 


X 


If x ^ rrjp, we have, since sin 9 < 9, 

\«n.p\ <= f> n nx+ .. + b p px < pp„x C ir/x„ 

If w/p < x < it/ n, we combine the two arguments We have 

K.,,1 <lv*l +ton-i.pl. 

and, applying Abel’s lemma to the second part, and the other 
method to the first part, obtain 

Kpl < Ir^x+b^ir/z 

< 1M]- 

Taking k — [ir/x], we have 

K.pl < Mm( w +1) 

Hence in any case |.v„ ?) | < A/i,,, 

and, since p n -> 0, the result follows 

1.14. Uniform convergence and continuity. So far, of 
course, we have not suggested any reason for considering uni¬ 
formly convergent series at all. They are important for many 
reasons, not all of which can be explained in this chapter. The 
first reason is the following theorem • 

The sum of a uniformly convergent series of continuous func¬ 
tions is a continuous function 

We use the same notation as before, and write 
s(r) -«„(x) + r It (x), 

so that r n (x) is the remainder after n terms of the scries. Then, 
if x and x+h are any two points of the interval considered, 
!«(x+ A)—«(x)| = k(x+A) - s„(.r) + r,,(x + /()-r n (x)| 

< K(x+/i) -*„(.r)|+k(x+ h )I + \r„ (x)|. 
Having given e, we can choose » 0 so that 

|r„(x+h)|<€, |r H (x)|<e (n>« 0 ). 


H 
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for all values of h. We now fix on a definite value of n which 
satisfies this condition Having fixed n, s„(x) is a continuous 
function of x, since it is the sum of n continuous functions We 
can therefore choose S so small that 

|« n (a:+A)—s„(*)|<«r (1*1 < 8). 

Hence, combining the above inequalities, 

\s[x-\-h) — s(.r)|< 3e (|*|<8), 

which proves that s(x) is continuous 

Notice that the result is true if the functions s n (x) are merely 
continuous at the single point x considered, for all we have used 
is that s„(x+h) -> sj.r) as h 0, x being fixed We can therefore 
state the result as follows - 

The limit of the sum of a uniformly convergent series of func¬ 
tions, each of which tends to a limit, is the sum of the limits of the 
separate functions 

1.2. Series of complex terms.* The theory of uniform 
convergence may be extended to series of the form 

u i( z ) J r w 2(~)+ • . 

in which the general term u n (z) is a function of the complex 
variable z Instead of uniform convergence in an interval, we 
shall now have uniform convergence throughout some region of 
the z-plane, such as the interior of a circle or a square. The 
reader should have no difficulty in extending the definitions and 
tests to this case. It should also be noticed that the theorem 
on the continuity of the sum of a uniformly conve.gent series 
can be extended at once to series of complex functions. 

00 

Example. The series ^ n '• where » is a complex variable, is uni- 
« -1 

formly convergent throughout any finite region m which R(«) o > I. 

The function {(a), defined as the sum of the senes, is continuous at 
all points of the region R(s) 1. 

[Compare ex (m), § 1 ll.J 

1.21. Power series. One of the simplest cases of uniform 
convergence of a series of complex terms is that of a power 
series We know (P M. § 193) that a power series 
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has a radius of convergence R {which may be zero or infinite), 
such that the senes is convergent for |z| < R, and divergent 
for |z|> R. 

The series is uniformly convergent for \z\ < R', where R' is any 
positive number less than R. 

For let p be a number between R’ and R. Since the series is 
convergent for z — p, there is a number K, independent of n, 
such that \a n p n \< K for all values of n Hence, for \z\ < R', 



and the last term is independent of z, and is the general term 
of a convergent geometrical progression. Hence (by the ana¬ 
logue for complex functions of the test of § 1.11) the series is 
uniformly convergent. 

We have thus shown that any circle interior to the circle of 
convergence is a region of uniform convergence. The circle 
of convergence itself is not necessarily a region of umform con¬ 
vergence, m fact on the circle the series does not necessarily 
converge at all 

Example. Foi the .series Y n-, the circle of convergence is a region 
of uniform convergence 

1.22. Abel’s theorem. There is one interesting possibility 
which the above discussion so far leaves open Suppose, to take 
the simplest case, that we have a real power series 

2 «»** (i) 

ft - o 

with radius of convergence 1. Suppose further that the series 

I o„ (2) 

is convergent Dot's the interval of umform convergence, in this 
case, extend right up to the point x — 1 f The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

If the series K 

1 a n 

71 =0 

is convergent , and has (he sum s, then the series 

i 

71=0 
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is uniformly convergent for 0 x tC 1. and 


CO 

lim 2>„r" 

d 1 0 


8 . 


The proof is an immediate consequence of Abel's lemma (see 


§ 1 131). Let 


~ fl „+'L<+l + ■ + a p- 


Then, given «, we can choose n u so large that i*„ tJ> |<« 
(w„ sC a < p) Since the numbers x" are non-increasing if x C 1, 
Abel's lemma gives, for ?i 0 < n < p, 

!«f„r"-r (<>• x: 1), 

and this is the condition for uniform convergence 

The second part of the theorem now follows from the con¬ 
tinuity theorem of § 1 14 


Example. From the expansion (7* M § 213) 

log(l - >) I i-T* (|j|< 1), 


detliirp that log 2 J — i 4~ i - • - 

1.23. Tauber’s theorem. The direct converse of the ‘con¬ 
tinuity’ part of Abel's theorem would lie that if 


/(• f ) “ I * 

u 0 

QC 

as x ->■ 1. then J a „ converges to the sum s 
0 

is shown by the simple example 

71 0 i -f-X 


That this is false 


rO 

in which /(a) -*■ 1, but £ a n is not convergent. 

(i 

If, however, we impose on the coefficients n„ a restriction as 
to their order of magnitude, it is possible to prove a converse 
theorem 


CO 

If a n — o(ljn), and f(x) -j- s as x -> 1, then J a n converges to the 

o 


sum s 

We first prove the following simple lemma * 
Lemma, If b„ -> 0 as n oo, then 

K i /j . f - i A 0 

n f 1 


* J‘ M Ch IV r , Misc. Ex. 27. 



UNIFORM CONVERGENCE 


n 


For, if \h n K for ail values of n , and j&J e for n n„, 
then 

jytM; 

n +1 | | w -f 1 n -f i 

< (”u~l — w 0 )e ^ 0 

" n -+- 1 /(+ 1 

if n > (w 0 -J-l)A' e This proves the iemma. 

To prove Tauber’s theorem, it is sufficient to prove that 

2 - i>„ 

O 0 

as x -> 1, where A’ — [1(1 — x)] That is, we have to show that 

QO V 

£ n„x“- ]£n„(l ~.r") -0 

\ 1 I 0 

fall these two sums S l and .S’, Given e, choose A’ so large that 
|na„| <" c (n > A') Then 


w jr" r 

,.sy ■ y - - < , r - v <", 

11 |v Z . " n A -j- 1 C 


and so 


’i " « A'1 \ i ' (A*J 1)(1 - - r) 

r" - (1 — .r)(l - r -- , )«^'w(l — r), 

\ 1 ' 

,‘ s ' 2 ! ^ (> - 0 2 « "..i ^ w "« • 


which tends to zero, by the lemma lienee j.S',j< « if A’ is large 
enough, and so jA’i + Aj ' 2r This proves the theorem 

1.3. Series which are not uniformly convergent. Up to 
this point, the reader may still susjiect that convergence 
throughout an interval is the same thing as uniform conver¬ 
gence. We shall show by means of examples that this is not so. 
Examples, (i) We can const met a -.erie- ftn which 


by taking u x (x) —1(1 -t- j ), and 

1 !n.r <" > ' 

This function «,(x) is a continuous function which tends to a discontinuous 
limit For, if r > 0, s„(r) obviously tends to zero as n—► ex. But if 
f - 0, * n (x) — 1 for all values of n, anil so it.s limit is 1. The sum of 
the senes is therefore discontinuous Hence the series cannot be uni¬ 
formly convergent. 

(u) Consider the series „ 

2 " 

H -0 
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Here s„(0) = 0, so that s(0) = 0. When x > 0, 


s.{x) = x 


1 — e~ 


8(X) = • 


l-e"’ ' ' 1 —-e~* 

As * —>■ 0, «(x) -*■ 1. Hence «(x) is discontinuous, and, as before, the series 
is not uniformly convergent in any mtorval ending at x = 0. 

In fact, if x = 1 jn. 


’S'**© = l-e 


so that |«(x) —«„(x)j is not ‘uniformly small’ near x = 0. 

(iii) Consider similarly 

£ x*(l —x) 

n=0 

(iv) As in example (i), we can construct a senes for which 

s„(x) = nx(l — x)" (0.<x<l). 

Obviously s(0) = 0. Also, if x > 0, n{l — x)" -> 0 as n —*■ cc ( P M. § 206). 
Hence «(x) = 0 for all values of x. In this case, therefore, the sum of 
the series is continuous. But the series is not uniformly convergent. It 
is a simple exercise in differential calculus to find the maximum of 
s„(x); it is 



and thus tends to the limit e-'aan-voc {P.M. §§ 73, 208). Hence, 
however large n may be, the function s m (x) — s(x) takes values nearly as 
large as e -1 . Thus the convergence is not uniform. 

The reader should draw the graph of *„(x). It has a wave which 
approaches the ongin, and diminishes indefinitely m breadth, but not 
m height. 

Notice that uniformity of convergence may be altered by 
multiplying by a factor independent of n. For example, if 


««(*) = 


1-f nx' 

then |« n (a;)| < 1/n (0 ^ x < 1), so that the series converges uni¬ 
formly to zero, But the series obtained by multiplying by 1 jx 
is not uniformly convergent (ex. (i)). 


On the other hand, if we multiply a uniformly convergent 
series by a bounded factor independent of n, the resulting series 
is also uniformly convergent. This is easily seen from the 
definition. 


1.31. Uniform convergence of series of positive terms. 
It is clear from the above examples that uniform convergence 
is not a necessary condition for continuity, though it is a suffi- 
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cient condition. There is, however, one interesting case in which 
uniform convergence and continuity are equivalent.* 

If 2 u n( x ) — a ( x ) i* a series of continuous positive terms in 
a given closed interval, a necessary and sufficient condition that 
8(x) should be continuous is that the series should be uniformly 
convergent over the interval. 

We have to prove that the condition is necessary, i.e. that, 
if s(x) is continuous, the series is uniformly conveigent. 

Employing our usual notation, the function «(x)— s n (x) is 
continuous, and so (P.M. § 102, Th. 2) has an upper bound, e n 
say, which is attained at some point x n of the interval. It is 
sufficient to prove that 0, for, since the terms are positive, 
\s( x )-sjx )\< \s(x)-s s (x)\ <c v * 
for N and all x, and this implies uniform convergence if 
e v -*■ 0 as N ~y oo. 

Suppose on the contrary that e n does not tend to zero. Then, 
since it is steadily decreasing (because the terms are positive), 
it has a positive lower bound, 8 say. Also the numbers x n have 
a limit-point, £ say, m the interval ( P.M § 19). Choose N so 
large that «(£)—s A (£) < 8 Then, if £ is an interior point of the 
interval, there is an interval (£— h,£-\-h) throughout which 
s(x)— s N (x) < 8 (PM § 101, Th 1). If £ is an end-point, the 
same is true of (£,£+/),) or (£—7i,£). Hence e„ < 8 for those 
values of n foe which |x„— £ j < h. This gives a contradiction, 
and the theorem is proved. 


1.4. Infinite products. An infinite product is an expression 

df the form ... W1 ..... . ... 

(l+ fl l)(l+ a 2)(l+ a 3) • (1) 

containing an infinity of factors. We denote it by 


IT (*+ Q n)- 

n -1 

We suppose that no a n is equal to — 1. 
Writing p n for the partial product 


Pn ~ TT 
m* 1 


we say that the infinite product is cont'ergenl if, as n -y oo, p n 
tends to a limit other than zero. We might, of course, admit the 


See Hardy (11) tor a detailed discussion. 



14 INFINITE SERIES, PRODUCTS, AND INTEGRALS 

limit zero as well; but we shall see later that this would often 
be inconvenient. 

If the product is not convergent, it is said to be divergent. 
If p n -> 0, it is said to diverge to zero. 

Examples, (i) Tho product 

(1 —1)(1-1)(1 + !)... 

is convergent. 

(n) If the product (1) i<« convergent, a„ -> 0 

1.41. We begin by considering two simple cases 

If a n ^ 0 for all values of n, the product JJ(l-|-a H ) and the 
series 2 a „ converge or du erge together. 

Since, in this case, p„ is a non-decreasing function of n, it 
either converges or tends to positive infinity. Now 

fli + a 2 + +«„ ■(!+«,,) < e - n ' +a,+ +a "- 

The left-hand inequality is obvious on multiplying out the pro¬ 
duct; and the right-hand inequality follows from the fact that 
1+fl e a for every positive a The two inequalities show that 
p n and Oj-t- ..+a„ are bounded or unbounded together, and this 
gives the result. 

If a„ ^ 0 for all values of n. write a„ —- — b„, and consider 
the product „ 

IT (!-U 

74=1 

If b„ 0, b n Jz 1, for all values of n, and b n is convergent, 
then n (1— b n ) is convergent. 

Since ^ is convergent, we can choose N so large that 
6 v -j-6 N+1 -f. . < I, 
and, in particular, b„ <1 (n > N) Then 

(1 )( 1 ~b,\ +l) *5 1 — by - by + j, 

(1 M( 1 ^.\+i)(l ^.\ + 2 ) S? (1— b.\~ ^.v+i)(f ^.v+*) 

^ I—6,v — ^V+l - ^V+ 2 > 

and so generally 

(l_ft v) (l_6 v+i) ..(1—6 n ) ^ 1—6 V —> 1 
Hence p„/p V -i is steadily decreasing for n^N, and has a 
positive lower bound Hence it tends to a positive limit. Since 
Ps-i is not zero, the result follows. 

If 0 < b n < 1 for every n, but J b n diverges, then JJ(1— b n ) 
diverges to zero. 
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For 1—6 < e~ h if 0 < 6 < 1, so that 
(1—6,)(1 —6,).. (1 —6„) 

The right-hand side tends to zero, and the result follows. 

In particular, if 0<6 rt < 1, the product (1—6„) and the 
series J b n converge or diverge together. 

1.42. The general case. Now let the numbers a n be any 
numbers, real or complex, other than —1. 

Definition. The product JJ (l+a„) is said to be absolutely 
convergent if the product J"J (1 + |a„|) is convergent. 

It is clear from the first result of § 1.41 that a necessary and 
sufficient condition that the product should be absolutely convergent 
is that J |ffl„ | should be convergent. 

We next show that an absolutely convergent product is con¬ 
vergent. 

To prove this, let p n denote the same partial product as 
before, and let n 

Pi, ~ IT (*+ I a ml)- 

m ! 

^ Vn-Vn-l = (!+«,) 

P„-P n .< i =r (l4-; a ,,). (l + K-i'J.a. 1 . 

and it is plain that 

I Pn-Pn l' 'P„-P„ 1 


Now, if n (1-f-Jrt,,,) is convergent, tends to a limit, and so 
I(P,-P„- 1) is convergent. Hence, by the comparison theorem, 
^L(Pn~~Pn- 1 ) 18 convergent, i.e. p n tends to a limit 

This limit cannot be zero For, since £ \a n | is convergent 
and 1 +a„ -» 1, the series 



is also convergent, 
product 


Hence, by what we have just proved, the 



l— 


tends to a limit But this product is equal to l/p„. Hence the 
limit of p n is not zero. 

Example. The factors of an absolutely convergent product may be 
taken in any order, without altering the value of the product. (Compare 
P.M. § 185.) 
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1.43. The logarithm of an infinite product. If 

«=i 

is it necessarily true that 

f log(l+a„) = logp ? 

n-1 

Here logz denotes the principal value of the logarithm of z, 
i.e. the value whose imaginary part lies between —v and it 
(P.M. § 224). 

The result is obviously true if all the numbers a„ are real and 
positive, for then all the logarithms have their ordinary arith¬ 
metical value. But, in the general ease, the formula requires 
modification. 

Let p n denote the nth partial product, and let p n — p n ^ m , 
where —ir<^ n < 7 r. Then, if the infinite product converges, 
<f> n tends to a limit as n-> oo. Let 1+®,, — r n e* 9 », where 
—n < 6 n < 7r; then, since a n -> 0, 6 n -* 0 as n -> oo 

Let *„ = Zlog(l+aJ 

m = 1 

Then s n = log p n + 2kjir, (1) 

where k n is an integer. Now 
2k n ir — 

so that 2n(k n+1 ~k n ) = O n+1 -(<f> n+1 -<f> n ), 

and the right-hand side tends to zero Hence, if n is sufficiently 

lflrg6, |2w(^„ +1 —i„)| <27r, 

and so k n+1 = k n> since k n is always an integer. Thus k„ has 
a constant value, k say, if n is sufficiently large ; i e. 

*n = lo g Pn + 2ki ” ( n > n oh 

and, making n -> oo, 

2 log(l+a n ) = logp -f 2kin. 

The sum of the series is therefore a value, but not necessarily 
the principal value, of the logarithm of the product. 

Notice also that it follows from the proof that 


oo 

I,' 


log(l+ a„) = log p - log p N 


for all sufficiently large values of N. 
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If we start with the series of logarithms, and assume that 

f log(l+oJ-s, 

«•** 1 

we have, on taking the exponential of (1), 

e*" = Pn> 

and so p n -* p = e* > 

i.e. the product converges to the exponential of the sum. 


Examples, (i) If J a, and 2 |a„| 2 are convergent, then J] (l-fa„) is 
convergent. [Use the equation log{ 1 + a m ) — a„ + 0( |a.|*).] 

(ii) If Za n , 2 a'...., £ a*" 1 , £ ! a «|*. are all convergent, then H (1+a.) 
is convergent. 

(in) If a„ is real, and J a„ is convergent, the product H (*+°«) con * 
verges, or diverges to zero, according as 2 converges or diverges. 

(iv) The product 

is divergent. 

(v) Show that, if 


~V(n+ 1), 


,+ 


+ ; 


v'(»+l) 1 »+l ' (n+lh/(n+l)’ 
the product H (1 + a.) converges, though both 2 a . ar) d 2 “* diverge. 

(vi) The product JJ (l + ^ j is divergent, but JJ ! 1 + X j is convergent. 


(vii) If 2 |«2| is convergent, bo is (1 — u»)e**» ; and if J |u«|’ is con¬ 
vergent, so is II (1—uje , '« +,u «. [As u-* 0, (1—u)e“ = l + 0(u - *) and 
(1 —u)e' ,+ *“* = 14 - 0 (u -3 ); or we may consider the series of logarithms, 
as in (i). Products of this type are of great importance in Chapter VIII, 
and are discussed fully there.] 


1.44. Uniform convergence of infinite products. The 
infinite product » 

IT {!+«»(*)}. 

n«x 

where the factors are functions of a variable z, real or complex, 
is said to be uniformly convergent if the partial product 

PnW = fl 

Wl = l 

converges uniformly in a certain region of values of 2 to a limit 
which is never zero. 

The simplest test for the uniform convergence of a product 
is as follows: 
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The product JJ {I ! «„(-)} is uniformly convergent in any region 
where the series £ |«„(~)| *« uniformly convergent. 

'['he proof consists of a rc-oxamination of the convergence- 
argument of § 1.42 from the point of view of uniformity. Let 
M be the upper bound of the sum 2 in the region con¬ 

sidered. Then 

[l + l«i(*)l} • {l + l«H(*)l}<e‘“ ,w - K <« w - 
Let P,fz) -rhl + KC*)!}- 

Ill 1 

Then 

P„(z)-P n -,(*) = {1+{« 4 (*)1} .{H-I«„-,(=)|}IM*)I<« W |1‘.(2)I- 

Hence 2 {P n ( z )~P „~\( z )} 18 uniformly convergent, and the result 
follows as in § 1 42. 

Examples. (i) The product 

n(0- 

where nr luns through the prime numbers 2, 3, ">,.. , is uniformly con¬ 
vergent. m any finite region throughout which R(a) rt> l, for the 
same thing is true of the senes jw *|, which consists of some of the 
terms of the series J |n *| (§ 1 2, example). 

The value of tlie product is I /((«) For 

(1-2 *)£(«) = 1 r 3 ' l ., 

all terms containing the factor 2 being omitted oil the nglit Next 
<1—2-)(l —3-){(«) - l- r 5 M 7 •+ 11-' )- , 

all terms containing the factors 2 oi 3 being omitted. So generally, if 
vt k is the nth prime, 

(1-2 *) (l-nr-)£(a) =1(1': . 

where all numbers containing the factors 2, 3, . , w n are omitted. Since 
all the numbers up to nr„ are of this form, 

|(l-2-) (l-w-){<*)-l| |(w B +1) *iFl(w» + 2)-|-r ., 

which tends to 0 as w m -*■ oo. Hence 

hm (1 — 2—)...(1 —nr, ')((») - 1, 
n— +tx> 

the result stated. 

(n) If R(e) > 2 

log S(«) = - 2 log( 1 - W -'), 

all the logarithms having their principal values. 

[We deduce from the above example and § 1.43 that 

log £(«) = — 2 log(l-m -)4-2H7T, 

where k is an integer, which depends prvma facie on 8 If e is real, k is 
obviously 0. Also, as long as R (s) > 1, the real part of 1 — nr'* remains 
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positive, and ho its amplitude remains between — \ir and Jrr. Each term 
Iog(l — -nr"') i« therefore continuous for R(«) > 1. Hence the sum of the 
series is continuous. 

Similarly log £(«) is continuous, provided that R{£{«)} > 0. This is 
certainly true if R(n) 2, since, if R(«) = a > 2, 

R{£<«)} l-2-»-3-'-... > 1 —2-S—3- 1 —... 

It follows that k is continuous for R(*) > 2, and so zero throughout 
this region.] 

(ill) The convergence of the product J"J (14 «„) does not imply that 
of n (1 +°« T )< except for x - 0 and x — 1 * 

(iv) The convergence of 17(1 + «„) does not imply that 

iim n<H -- n< i T«„). 

X—-1 

[In fact, Hardy (5) gives an example m which 

him n (14-0*2*) ~ 2 J"I (1 i ".) 

The result is, of course, in striking contrast to Abel's theorem on the 
continuity of power series.] 

(v) The product n(* 

is not convergent for any rational \nluc of 0 tt, but is convergent if 8/tt 
is an algebraic number (/-* M Cli I, ex 32) which is not rational 

[The problem of the behaviour of this product, suggested by Hardy 
(5), was solved by Littlewood (2) ] 

1.5. Convergence of infinite integrals. We assume that 
the reader is familiar with the elementary properties of the 
Riemann integral of a continuous function ( P.M. §§ 150-64). If 
f(x) is continuous over a finite closed interval (<7, b), the Riemann 
integral b 

/ /(*) fa 

fl 

exists. Similarly the indefinite integral 

X 

no -- f m dt 

a 

exists for and F(r) is continuous, and has a dif¬ 

ferential coefficient equal to f(x) We assume a knowledge of 
the usual rules of integration by parts, integration by substitu¬ 
tion, etc , and of the mean-value theorems (P.M. §§ 1150-1). 

We next extend the definition to a class of discontinuous 


* Hardy (5). 
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functions. Suppose that the interval (a, b) can be divided up 
into a finite number of parts (a.xj, (x v x 2 ),..., (x n ,b), such that 
f(x) is continuous except at x v .., x n , and such that the limits 
/(xj—0), /(Xi+0),..., eto., exist ( P.M. § 99). Then the integral 
of f(x) over each partial interval exists, and the integral over 
the whole interval is defined as being the sum of the integrals 
over the partial intervals; i.e. 

J f(x) dx = J f(x) dx + J f(x) dx +...+ J f(x) dx. 

a a x i x n 

An infinite integral is defined in PM. § 177. If f(t) is in- 
tegrable over (a, x) for all values of x, and 

X 

lim f f(t) dt = l, 

J 

a 

then we say that the infinite integral 

oo 

a 

is convergent, and has the value l. 

Similarly, if f(l) tends to infinity, or oscillates, aa x->c, but 

X 

lim f f(t) dt — l, 

X--+C * 

a 

then we define the integral of f{t) over (a, c ) to be equal to l 
(P M. § 180). 

There is no difficulty in extending the rules for integration 
by parts and substitution to these cases. 

A number of tests for convergence, such as the comparison 
test, for the case where/(x) is positive, are given in P.M. § 178. 

Suppose now that f(x) is not necessarily positive. If f(x) and 
|/(x)| are both integrable in one of the senses already explained, 
and if the integral * 

J 1/(01 dt 

a 

is convergent, then the integral 

00 

j m dt 

a 

is said to be absolutely convergent (cf. P.M. § 184). 

An absolutely convergent integral is convergent. For, if the 
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integral of \f(t) \ is convergent, so are the integrals of 

m-inm-m, m = \m\-m, 

by the comparison test, <f> and 0 both being positive. Hence 
the integral of {{<f>(t)—ip(t)} —f(t) is convergent 

The result may be extended to the case where /(/) is a con¬ 
tinuous complex function, by considering separately its real and 
imaginary parts 

An integral which is convergent, but not absolutely con¬ 
vergent, is said to be conditionally convergent. 

The most important tests for conditionally convergent in¬ 
tegrals are the analogues of Dirichlet’s and Abel’s tests for 
series (P M. § 189) 

Analogue of Dirichlet’s test. If <j>(x) has a continuous 

derivative, and decreases steadily to zero as x oo, and 

*'{*) = J /(0 dt 

a 

is bounded, then the integral 

oo 

/ <f>{x)f(x) dx 

a 

is convergent 

We integrate by parts, this being the process for integrals 
analogous to the ‘partial summation’ by which Dirichlet’s test 
is proved. We have 

x x 

f 4>{x)f(jr) dx = <j>(X)F(X)+ j" {— <f>'(x))F(x) dx. 

a a 

The integrated term tends to zero as X -> oc; and the last 
integral is absolutel}' convergent by the comparison test; for 
|i»| is bounded and —<f>'{x) is positive, and 

J {—+'(*)}&* = +{*)—<f>(X)-+<f>(a). 

a 

This proves the theorem. 

Examples, (i) The integrals 

win x , 

— f/r, 
x 

o 

are conditionally convergent. 

(ii) State and prove the analogue for integrals of Abel’s test. 
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We note finally a necessary and sufficient condition for the 
convergence of the integral 

oo 

/ /(■*) dx > 
a 

it is that, given e, we can find „Y 0 such that 

1 f 1 

| J f( x ) < « 

for X' > X ^ X 0 . This may be proved in the same wav as (or 
deduced from) the corresponding theorem for series (PM. 
§§83-4). 

Examples, (i) Use this principle to prove that an absolutely con¬ 
vergent integral is convergent 

(n) Prove Dinchlet’s test for convergence by means of tins principle 
and the second mean-value theorem (/‘ M § 101, cxs. 11-12) 

1.51 Uniform convergence of infinite integrals. Wc can 

now extend the idea of uniform convergence to infinite integrals. 
Let f(x,y) be an mtegrable function of x over the interval 
for < fi, and for all values of b. Suppose that 

the integral « 

a 

is convergent for all values of y in the interval (a.jS). Then the 
integral is said to be uniformly convergent if, given e, we can find 
a number X 0 , depending on e but not on y, such that 

\ j K x < y) dx \ < (X > x 0 ). 

1 a 1 

A similar definition may be framed for integrals which are 
infinite by reason of the integrand becoming infinite in the range 
of integration. 

The simplest test for uniform convergence is the analogue of 
the series-test of § 1 11. The above integral is uniformly con¬ 
vergent if there is a positive function g(x), independent of y, such 
that \f( x ,y)\^g{x) for all values of x ami y, and such that the 
integral 

f ?(*) dx 


is convergent. 
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This may be proved in the same way as the corresponding 
result for series. 

Other tests may be extended in a similar way. For example, 
in Dirichlet’s test, if/and <f> are functions of x and y, we assume 
that d<f>/8x is continuous, and tends to zero steadily and 
uniformly with respect to y, and that |F| is less than a constant 
independent of x and y. The integral of <f>f is then uniformly 
convergent. 

Examples. ( 1 ) Consider the convergence of the integral 

ee 

F(ar) = J £' i e~‘ dt. 
o 

[Suppose first that x is real. The integral is convergent at the upper 
limit for all values of x, since t z+ 'c~‘ is bounded for all x, and we can 
compare the integral with that of 1 /t 1 ; but for convergence at the lower 
limit we must have x > 0 (P.M. § 180). 

The integral is uniformly convergent over any finite a;-interval [a, b), 
where a > 0. To prove this, we divide it into integrals over (0, 1) and 
(1,0)). and compare the two parts with 

1 OO 

J dt, j 

o 1 

which are convergent and independent of x. 

Similarly, if a: is complex, the integral is uniformly convergent over 
any finite region throughout which R(x) > o > 0; for if * = f + tij, then 
= /f-i, and the result can now be proved as before.] 

(li) The integral m 

I”*** 

o 

is absolutely convergent for 1 < a < 2, and any y. For a fixed s in this 
range, it is uniformly convergent for 0 < a < y < /S, for any jS. 

It is conditionally convergent if0<s<l,j/>0, and uniformly con¬ 
vergent for 8 in this range and 0 < a < y < fi. 

For fixed y > 0, it is absolutely and uniformly convergent in 
1< «i <*<«,< 2, and uniformly, but not absolutely, convergent in 

0<*i <* < 1. 

1.52. The continuity theorem. In this section we shall 
prove the analogue for integrals of the theorem that the sum 
°f a uniformly convergent series of continuous functions is 
continuous. 

We first require the following theorem on continuous functions 
c 
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of two variables, similar to the theorem for one variable proved 
in P.M. § 106. 

Let f{x, y) be a continuous function of x and y throughout the 
rectangle a^x ^b, a^y Then , given e, we can divide 

up the given rectangle into a finite number of sub-rectangles 
a +1 , < y < n> in such a way that 

I f(x,y)-M,v)l<e 

provided that ( x , y) and (£, 17 ) belong to the same sub-rectangle. 

We prove this by the method of subdivision. Suppose that 
the given rectangle has not the required property. Then, if we 
divide it into quarters by the lines x = |(a-f 6 ), y := ^(a-f-/?), at 
least one of the four quarter-rectangles has not the required 
property. Choose that one which has not; or, if more than one 
have not, choose one of them—to give a definite rule, choose 
one on the left-hand side if possible, and then, having fixed the 
side, choose the lower of two on the same side. 

We next subdivide the chosen rectangle into quarters; and 
so the process of subdivision proceeds indefinitely, there being 
always at least one quarter which has not the required property. 
The left-hand sides of the chosen rectangles form an increasing 
sequence, and the right-hand sides form a decreasing sequence, 
and so each sequence has a limit; and the limits are the same, 
since the length of the side tends to zero. Call the limit X. 
Similarly the upper and lower sides tend to a limit Y. 

We now use the fact that the function is continuous at (X, Y). 
Given e, we can find 8 so that 


\f(x,y)-f(X,Y)\<ie (\x—X\< S, |y-7|<8), 

and so \f(x, y)-f(£, r ] )\< e 

if (x,y) and (£, -q) both lie in the square with centre (X, 7) and 
side 28. Thus the rectangles chosen in the construction have 
the required property when they he in this square, as they 
ultimately do. We have thus obtained a contradiction, and the 
theorem is proved. 

We also deduce the following result: Oiven e, we can find 8 
such that I f(x,y)-M,y)\<e 


provided that \x —£|< 8 and \y— r/ | < 8 , 8 depending on t only, 
and not on x, y, or »j. 
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For divide up the rectangle so that \f(x, y) — ■/(£, y) ] < if {x, y) 
and (£, rj) belong to the same sub-rectangle. Let 8 be the minimum 
of the sides of sub-rectangles. Then 8 is the required number. For 
if \x —£j <8and \y—y\ <8, ( x,y) and ($,y) belong to the same 
or to adjacent rectangles, and in either case the theorem follows. 

The result may be expressed by saying that a function of two 
variables which is continuous in a rectangle (boundary included) 
is uniformly continuous in the rectangle. 

We can now proceed with the properties of integrals. 

If f(x, y) is continuous in the rectangle a^x ^b, a^y 
then b 

<f>(y) = j f(x,y) dz 

a 

is a continuous function of y in (a,/3). 

For b 

<f>(y+k)—<f>ly) — J {f(x,y+k)-f(x,y)} dx, 

a 

and, given e, we can choose k Q so that 

\f{x,y+k)~f(x,y)\^e (|fc|<fc 0 )> 

for all values of x and y. Hence 

\Uy+ k )-<Ky) \ <e(6-«) (|&l< k 0 ). 


the required result. 

If f(x,y) is continuous in the rectangle a^xt^b, 

for all values of b, and the integral 

00 

<f>(y) = / f(*,y) d x 

a 

converges uniformly with respect to y in the interval (a,/ 8 ), then 
fly) is a continuous function of y in this interval. 

We have 


\<f>(y+k)-f{y) | = | [f(x, y+k)—f(x, y)} dx 


+ J /(*> V) dx 

x 

Given e, we can choose X 0 so that each of the last two terms 
is less than e for X > X 0 , for all values of k. Having fixed X, 
the first term tends to zero with k, by the previous theorem. 
The result now follows. 


-V j CO 

< /{/(*> 2/+£)- f(*,y)}dx +j jf{x,y+k)dx 
a 'x 
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In the above theorems, the continuity of 4>{y) at the end¬ 
points a and /? is one-sided, e g. <f>(y) -> <£(<*) as y -> a by values 
greater than a. 

Examples. ( 1 ) If the mtegial 

V 

f 

0 

13 convergent, then oo 

I" t '•((') <!< 

is umfoimly lomugonl in U '/ ft. and so continuous at // 0 

[Tins is the analogue fen integrals of Abel s tlioorom on powei senes 
It may be prov ocl as follow s Let 

CC 

J'(r) f /</) rff, 

*r 

so tliat F(i)—* 0 as i--x .Suppose that |/ l (i)| f for i A 0 Then 

| A I A 

j /(j )e 'Uh F(\)e J »-/-(A')< v '~U f >'{■* If -1 * r 

A A 

\ 

f f i yc j" < ■'*' <Ai 3e 
A 

for A' A' A 0 and all 7 U, and the lesult follows ] 

OO 

(n) The integral Mn r>l djr 

o 

is convergent for cvoiv y, but it is not utnfoimly convergent m the 
neighbourhood of y (i, suite it is tlist out muons at thin point 

|To prove this, obsuve that it is (u) constant for i/ ^ 0 (put x w/y), 
( 6 ) positive foi y •= 1 (express it as 

7177 

2 / T 

(n l)ir 

i e as a series of decreasing terms of alternate signs), and (c) an odd 
function of y. 

Wo may piove dnectly tliat it is not umfounly convergent by ton- 
bidormg the ‘remainder’ 

00 00 

f smry^ fsin« 

I r I n 

« 

\ \v 

and putting, e g , X - Ttjy. 

The value of the integral will be obtained later (§ 1 76) ] 
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1.6. Double series. A double series consists of a double 
array of terms ^ « 

where each of the suffixes m and n runs from 1 to infinity. There 
is no single method of summing the series, such as the ‘lini*„’ 
method for single series, which obviously claims our attention. 
We can form partial sums of the series in a great variety of 
different ways, and each way gives rise to a method of summing 
the series. We may, for example, consider ‘rectangular' sums 

M -V 

2 2 

7/1 - 1 « = 1 

and then make M and X tend to infinity in various ways Or 
we may consider sums such as 

2 ®in, «> 

m 1 n V 

taken over triangular regions Or. finally, we may convert the 
double series into a ’repeated' series, fiist evaluating the sums 

00 

71 -l 

and then finding the sum of their sums We write this repented 


series as 


an 

2 2 ^in. in 

in 1 n ] 


the inner sum being found first We call this the ‘sum by 
rows’ If we proceed in the opposite order, we obtain another 
repeated series T y 

2 2 "„i,„ 

n 1 m - 1 

We call this the ‘sum by columns’ 


1.61. Double series of positive terms. // all the terms 
<i m „ of the series are positive, all methods of summation are 
equivalent. Either we obtain a finite limit, the same in all cases ; 
or, however we sum, the series diverges to positive infinity. 

To prove this we consider in turn the various possibilities 
We call a set of pairs of numbers (m,n) a region. Let A ; , 
(p — 1 , 2 ,...) denote a sequence of finite regions, each of which 
includes the one before, and such that, however large N is, A„ 
includes the square tn < X, n <1 X, if p is large enough. 

There are now two possible cases. Suppose first that the 
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selected in any manner from the series, have an upper bound 
O. Then plainly ^ a < G 

for all values of p. On the other hand, given e, we can find 
one of these finite sums greater than 0—e. But A p includes 
every term of this finite sum, if p is large enough, and then 

I «>#-*■ 

A, 


Hence, since 2 is non-decreasing, 

Urn 2>m.n = G; 

P-K*> Ap 

that is to say, the series is convergent when summed in this 
particular way, and its sum is 0. In this case the series is said 
to be convergent, it being unnecessary to specify the particular 
sequence of regions taken. 

Suppose secondly that there is no such upper bound 0. Then, 
having given any positive number H, there is a finite sum 


«* -' > H• 

Since we can find a number p such that A p includes this sum, 
we have 


2 «*,.„># 


for this value of p. Hence 


2 ®m, n 

Ap 


00 


In this case the series is said to be divergent. 

These two cases are the only possibilities; and, since the 
results are independent of the particular regions A p considered, 
we have proved the theorem, so far as finite partial sums are 
concerned. 

Repeated series do not, so far, come under our analysis. To 
include them we have to replace our finite regions A p by infinite 
regions. 

Suppose first that the double series is convergent. Let D be 
any region, finite or infinite. Let 6 m> n = a m n if ( m , n) is a point 
of D, and otherwise b m> n = 0. Then clearly J n converges if 
2 a m,n does. We write 
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this being the definition of the left-hand side. It is clear that 

2 a m. n ^ G - 

D 

Now let D p (p — 1,2,...) be a sequence of regions, finite or 
infinite, having the property characteristic of A p . Then we have 

l a w,n^ G > 

D r 

and we can prove precisely as before that 

la m n>G-e (p>p 0 )- 

d. 

Hence hm £ a m n —G. 

P-X>0 Dp 

In particular, if we take D p to be the infinite region defined by 
m < p, we find that the sum by rows is equal to G. Similarly 
the sum by columns is G 

Secondly, suppose that the double series is divergent. Then 
it may happen that the series 

2* n 
Dp 

is divergent for a definite value of p In this case the process 
comes to an end at this point On the other hand, if £ is con- 

Dp 

vergent for every p, we can, as before, show that 

2*m.n>U 

D p 

for every H and p >p 0 (//). Hence 

2 «*.»-* <*■ 

Dp 

In particular, if the double series is divergent, either some 
column is divergent, or every column is convergent, but their 
sums form a divergent series The same thing is true of rows. 

1.62. As the case of repeated series is particularly interesting, 
we give an alternative proof for this case. 

If 

oo 00 oo ao 

2 2 2 ®m,7i> (i) 

m=-l n~l n=l m=l 

in the sense that, if either side converges, then so does the other, 
and to the same sum . 

Suppose, for example, that the left-hand side is convergent. 
This means that all the series 

oo 

n«l 
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are convergent, to sums A m , say, and that 

OC 

I An 

m -1 

is convergent, to sum S, say. 

Since a m „ < A,„ for all values of m and n, it follows from the 
comparison test that all the series 

on 

Z n 

7/1 1 

are convergent. Let their sums he .4 ( "^ Then 

N 4 V oo <x> ,Y 

2^-2 2 „. __ 2 . 

n 1 ji - 1 in 1 in 1 n l in l 

Hence the senes ^ A (ll) 18 convergent, and, if its sum is S', then 
S' ^ S. But wo can now reverse the whole argument, and, 
starting with the convergence of the right-hand side, prove that 
S < S'. Hence S =-- S'. 

1.621. Still another method of proof is as follows Suppose 
that the left-hand side of 1 62 ( 1 ) is convergent. Then 

\ r cc V 

2 2 a m.n- 2 2 «.«.»• (i) 

n l ?/< l ?;» 1 n l 

this being merely the addition of a finite number of convergent 
series, whose convergence follows from that of £ A m It is now 
sufficient to prove that, as N -> oo, 

2 | ( 2 ) 

in 1 n A 1 

for this expression, together with the right-hand side of ( 1 ), is 
S, and it will then follow that the left-hand side of (1) tends 
to S, which is what is required 

This, however, follows from the uniform convergence theorem 
of § 1.14; for the series (2) is of the form 

2 uJN) 

m --1 

It converges uniformly with respect to A T , since 

and ^ A is convergent, and. for each value of m, v m (N) -> 0 . 
This proves the theorem. 

This method is of interest for the following reason. In less 
simple cases, where the numbers a m>n are not all positive, we 
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can still start from (l), and so reduce the problem to the proof 
of (2). This can then l>e proved by some special method— see, 
for example, § l.tfO, ex. (xv). 

1.63. The comparison test. Series of positive and 
negative terms. We first note the comparison test for the 
convergence of a double series of positive terms. if a m „ ^ b m 
and 2 b„, „ is convergent , then J a m n is convergent. We leave the 
proof of this to the reader. 

Suppose now that some of the numbers a m „ are positive, and 
some are negative. Then the series J a n) n is said to be absolutely 
convergent if the series j a m „ j is convergent. 

Let a nl „ — a m n if a m n ^ 0, and otherwise let <x m n = 0; let 
Pm, n — ~ a m, n >f „ < 0, and otherwise £ m>n = 0. Then 
0 < «m, « < l®m, »I - 0 < Pm, n < i« m , n I • Hence, by the comparison 
test, the series v- v* ft 

2* a w, n > JL Pm, n 


are convergent if \ a m ,n\ 18 convergent. Let the sums of these 
series be a and Then, with our previous notation, 

2 n m, n 2 a i n, n 2 Pm, n ~ a P- 

A, A„ A, 

The same thing is true if the finite region A }J is replaced by an 
infinite region J) p , but now the above equation is taken as the 
definition of the left-hand side 

The ‘sum’ at—/? is independent of the region A„ or D p . We 
state the result simply by saying that the senes £ a m, n ** con ~ 
vergent \ that ts, an absolutely convergent double series is convergent. 

The comparison test can now be extended to senes of this - 
type. 


1.64. Series of complex terms. Suppose now that a m n is 

a complex number, say a lli n — b m v -\-ic m n . Then the series 
2 18 8ai d to be absolutely convergent if 2 !l a /n,nl ** con " 

vergent Since 

ii I ^ !®m, nl’ l^m,nl ^ l®m, nl» 

this involves the absolute convergence, and so the convergence, 
of ^ b m , „ and £ c ,„, « If b and c are the sums of these series, 

2 ®m. n 2 b/ti, ft ~h i 2 *~m,n ~► 6 -j- tC, 

Ap(orDp) A p Ap 

and the series is said to be convergent; that is, an absolutely 
convergent series of complex terms is convergent. 
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All our conclusions about series of positive terms can now 
be extended to absolutely convergent series. 

1.65. Multiplication of series. Let 

be two absolutely convergent series. The series obtained by 
multiplying these series by Cauchy’s rule is 

C 0 +c 1 +c t +... 

where c„ = a 0 b n +a 1 b n _ l +...+a n b 0 . 

The rule has its origin in the case of power series, where 
a n = ot n x n , b K = fi n x n , and where, in the multiplied series, we 
collect together terms involving the same power of x. 

ao oo 

If the series 2 2 are absolutely convergent, and their 

0 0 

oo 

sums are a and b, then 2 c n is absolutely convergent, and its sum 

o 

is ab. 

This follows at once from the above theorems on double 
series. For the double series 2 a m b n is absolutely convergent. 
Its sum by rows or columns is ab, and 

N 

2 c n ~ 2 a rJ J n> 

n =0 m+n<y 

which also tends to the limit ab. 

OO CO 00 

If the series 2 2 2 c «> are convergent, to sums a, b, 

0 0 0 

and c, then c = ah. 

00 OO 

We apply the above theorem to the series 2 a n z ”> 2 b n z n , 

o o 

oo 

2 c n x n , which are absolutely convergent if 0 < x < 1 , and then 
0 

make #-> 1 and use Abel’s theorem (§ 1 . 22 ). 

1.66. Miscellaneous examples on double and repeated series. 

(i) H |a m ,«| < AmPnP, where A, a, ft are constants, and \x\< 1, \y\< 1, 
then 2 a m-B x” 3 /" is absolutely convergent. 

(ii) If 2 is absolutely convergent, then 2 a m .n^lT is absolutely 

convergent for |xj < ]x 0 |, |y| < |y # |. 

(in) The senes 2 m~ lx n~P is convergent if a > 1, {} > I. 

(iv) The senes 2 (w J +n*)~ a is convergent if a > 1. 

oo n 

[Compare the terms for which m < n with 2 2 W' 2 ".] 

»“i m^i 
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The same result holds for the corresponding doubly infinite series, in 
which each variable ranges from —oo to oo, omitting m = n — 0. 

(v) The series 2 (om*+26mn4-cn*) -a is convergent if a > 0, 6 * < ac, 
and a > 1. [For 

am* + 2 bmn -fcn a 

has a positive minimum value.] 

(vi) If the ratio z/z' is complex, and a is not equal to any of the 
numbers —mz—nz', then 2 | a+mz-\-nz'\~ a is convergent if a > 2 . 

(vii) By expanding the function 

log( I — 2x cos 6 + x 1 ) — log( 1 — xe^) -f log( 1 — xe-»#) 
m two different ways, show that 

cos n6 = 2 n ~ l cos'd — ~ 2 *- 3 cos ,_2 0 + n ^- —^ 2 * s cos * -4 0 —..., 

and also obtain a series of ascendmg powers of cos 6. 

[The rearrangement may be justified by the double series theorem; 
we also use the theorem on the uniqueness of a power series, P.M. § 194 ] 
(vui) If la I < 1 and Ixl < 1, 


OD 

2 


1 a" 

— t— „ ... — e‘ — x 2 e* 3 -4-r‘e* s - 
n' l+.r'a 2 * 


(ix) If x is not a negative integer, 

2 1 II _ A A. +1 1 _ \ 

x(*+l) ..(x+n) e \x l!(x+l) + 2'(x+2) “j" 

n=o 

(x) If d(n) denotes the number of divisors of n, and |x| < 1, 

00 

Z T» <*> 

n* 1 

(xi) Dfrlchlet multiplication. If 2 V‘> 2 K n ~’ are absolutely 
convergent, and c„ — 2 a ,b,< then 

pa=» 

2 • 2 *„»-* — 2 r m n “*• 


In particular 


^( s )} 1 = 2 d (") n ~'- 


(xii) If a m n — 1 (m = n-j-1, n = 1, 2,...), a„ „ = — 1 (m = n—1, 

n = 2, 3,...), and otherwise a mi , = 0, then 

00 00 00 00 

2 2 <*-,.# 2 2 °-.»- 

1n = 1 « = im = 1 

(xiii) Prove a similar result if 

*m.n = . {m ^ n), a m _ n = 0 (m = n). 

W* — Tl 
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[Here (terms m = n being omitted) 

N 


y i,m iv/- 1 -*--) 

m 2 —n 2 A r -»ac wra—w m-f-n/ 

m-l m«l ' 

/ n-1 <V~n 

sf 2 ; + 2 ;- 2 H;) 

. 1 - 1 if. nil ' 


v-\ v -I vn f 1 


4n s ’ 


and the sums by rows and columns arc 7r a /8 and — 7r a /8 See Hardy (3).] 
(xiv) If 2 \ u n \ is convergent, then [| (1 -f- m„ 2 ) is absolutely and uni¬ 
formly convergent in any finite region, and it may be rearranged as 
a power series in z, 

nn-i "„ 2 ) = i+* 2 u a~ 2 iiv,+" • 

n \^ n 

[The first part has been proved already (§ 1 44), and it is simply a 
question of justifying the rearrangement Let z be fixed. Let 

n -4 

i 

Then P„ —> P, and, for each in, i-> non-d('crea.smg and -- Pjzj-’’. 
Hence C„ v> -> C m , say. Plainly 

i+ i cirh" • p> < i- 2<' , J 2 “ « rA’i 

m-l m - l 

Making N —> oo, then A:—»■ oo, we deduce thut 


P = 1+ 2 W” 

m-l 

,V 

Let Pjv = FI (1 “ l +c'j V| z-f- . -i-c'/’z y 

l 

By an obvious extension of the theorem of absolute comergence to 
multiple series, r^' -> c m , and plainly \c m — ciC’l < f'„ — C ny> < f'„. Hence 
if k < A\ 


2 v"- IcH i 2 (c.-c^Mz;" 

m-l m-l I m-l 

which tends to 0 by choosing first k and then N. 
(xv) Assuming that 


sin x 
x 



+ 2 f»i 2 r, 

k H 

Hence the icsult. 


deduce that 

(xvi) Let -> 
> n 0 = nje). 

Show that, if s„ . 



n-1 n-1 

s mean that |«„, n -*| < e if m and n are both 
—> *, and lim „ exists for each m, then 
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hm ( lim »*,„) -- *. 

m-+-QO '71—*-00 / 

It has been proved by Pringsheim that, if the double aeries 2 2 a m n 
converges to sum a in the sense that 

711 71 

V -»■ ®. 

^ 1 V 1 

'l rx 

and the single series 2 «*.«. 2 a m.n 

771'1 71-1 

all converge, then the sum by rows and the sum by columns are also 
both equal to s See Bromwich, Infinite Series, § 30 
(xvu) From the formula 



( P.M. § 214), deduce that 


-M- 


i i 


F + v 4 P 4 • 

[The result follows from the formula 


77 

4 

77- 

8 


00 QO 

2 2 

m -x — cc ii-oo 


(»»+J)(m+n+ J) Z* Z* (7H+J)(m+n + i)’ 

it -— oo m - — oc 

For the left-hand side (putting n r—m) is equal to 

V (-1)-“ V 2 , _ 2 

Z* m-t-J r+J Ij ! 77 ’ 

m_-oo i*j= — oo 

Also, if n -jL 0, 

°° 1 1 °° / 1 1 \ 

2 (m-r J)(m + 7i + i) » 2 ( 771 4 J m -j- n -j- J 

TO =.—00 771- — ® ' 

so that the nght-hand side is equal to 

2 (m-H)^ 8 (r= + i + ")' 

m = — » 

We have therefore to justify the inversion of the repeated series. The 
associated double senes is clearly not absolutely convergent, so that 
a special method is required. 

We have, for every N, 

oo N X oo 

2 I -= 2 2 - 

m - — co n~—N n —A rn - — oo 

and hence (see § 1.621) it is sufficient to prove that, as A 7 —► cc, 

oO O0 oo — A’ — 1 

2 2 ->o. 2 2 -*0. 

771= —® n = tf + l 771 = —® 71 = -® 

D 2 
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Consider the former sum. If m > — N —1, we have 


V (- 1 )* 

n=N+l 


_I 


This part of the sum is therefore less m absolute value than 


OO 

2 


—i m +ii (w *+ iV +2 ) - _ H _ i< Z_ vr _ i m*+»+i) + 


00 

+ 2 |m+i|iA’ + 2 (m+i) 1 ’ 

JV+1 


which plaiuly tends to zero. In the rest of the sum, we write 
oo N 

(-IF , V (—IF 


2 


n=A'tl 


wH-n+4 




m + n f J 


The sum formed from the terms mvolving n plainly tends to zero, and 
the last term is similar to the one alroady considered, and so also gives 
a sum which tends to zero. 

Finally, the other sum can be dealt with in the same way, and the 
result follows.] 


1.7. Integration of series. Having completed our discus¬ 
sion of repeated summations, we now turn to a similar set of 
problems, in which one of the summations is replaced by an 
integration. Since a finite integral is itself a limit, whereas a 
finite sum is not, this makes everything one degree more com¬ 
plicated. 

We first consider the term-by-term integration of a series over 
a finite range. 


1.71. A uniformly convergent series of continuous functicms 
may be integrated term by term, that is, if u x (x), u 2 (x), are con¬ 
tinuous, and Ui{x)+Ui{x)Jr . = 8{x) 


converges uniformly over (a,b ), then 

b b b 

J" u x {x) dx + J u 2 (x) dx + ... = j" s(x) dx. 

a a a 

Since «(x) is continuous (§ 1 14), it has a Riemann integral. 
Also the sum of the first n terms of the integrated series is (with 
our usual notation) h 

J s n (x) dx. 
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We have therefore to prove that 

b b 

J s n (x) dx -> j* a{x) dx, 

a a 

b 

or that J {«(*) — s n (a;)} dx -> 0. 

a 

But, given e, we can find n 0 such that 

for n>n 0 and all values of x. Hence, by P.M. § 160, (7), 

b 

j {s(x)-s n (x)j dx\ <e(b-a), 

a 1 

and the result follows. 

Examples. (i) If 0 < x < 1, 


X X 

log — J - J + .)dt — !**+••• ■ 

O 0 

(n) Similarly, are tan* — *— — |- — — .. 

w 5 

1 

(in) Prove that f log j-- X — — —. 

J 1 — * * 4 

o 

[Use Abel’s continuity theorem ] 

(iv) Show that, if r < 1, and n is a positive integer, 


r-i 


cos 6 f r* 


cos rid dd = ?rr". 


1.72. A series may be differentiated term by term if the dif¬ 
ferentiated series is a uniformly convergent series of continuous 
functions, that is, if 

wi(*)+w 2 (a;)+ .. = «(*), 

and the functions ufx), u 2 (x), .. hare continuous derivatives 
u\{x),... such that the series 

u' l (x)+u' 2 {x)+ .. 

converges uniformly to f(x) in (a, b), then f{x) — s'(x) for a <x <b. 

By the previous theorem, the second series may be integrated 
term by term over (a, x), so that 

X 

+{««(*)—«»(«)}+••• = j /(0 *. 
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But the left-hand side is also equal to s(x)s(a). Hence 


s(x)-s(a)^= j f(t)dt, 

a 

and, differentiating, the result follows, since f(x) is continuous. 
Examples. ( 1 ) If |.r| < I, 

1 )•••("—*+ »>*-* = 

(h) If a > 1, ® 

£'(*) ~ — £ n-'logn. 
n 2 

1.73. A real power series may be integrated or differentiated 
any number of times within the interval of convergence. That is 
to say, the result of any number of formal term-by-term integra¬ 
tions or differentiations is true, provided that we are inside the 
interval of convergence. 

Let the power series be 


f(x) = 2 a„x» (|a;| <12). 

0 

We can integrate once, by uniform convergence (§ 1.21), and 
obtain , 

//(<)*= 2 »+ i *" +1 {|x|<i?) ‘ 

o n-0 ' 

The interval of convergence, and so of uniform convergence, is 
plainly at least as wide for this series as for the previous one, 
and so the process may be repeated. 

Term-by-term differentiation gives 


/'(*) = ! 


na„x n ~L 


This series also is convergent for |x| < R. 
|a„ p” | < K. Hence 


lno n a:” _1 l = »Kp n l 


z n-l 




For, if 0 < p < R , 

’\x\y^ 


and hence the differentiated series is convergent for |x|< p, by 
comparison with the convergent series 


l x l\ w-1 _ 1 

7/ _ (ih777 2 ’ 

Hence the differentiated series is uniformly convergent over 
any interval included in (—R,R), and so term-by-term dif- 
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ferentiation is justified. The process can, of course, now be 
repeated. 

It follows in particular that a function represented by a power 
series has derivatives of all orders. 

It is also clear, since neither integration nor differentiation 
can decrease the interval of convergence, and the two processes 
are reciprocal, that neither can increase the interval. 

00 

Example. The Maclaurin expansion of f(x) = 2 a J c ' * n powers of 

n=o 

x is the original series. 


1.74. 1/ x is real, and 

f(x) = fa n x n (|*| < -R), 

71 = 0 

then f{x-\-h) may be expanded by Taylor's theorem in powers of 
h, provided that \x\< R and |A|<JR—1*|. 

The formal expansion is 

nx+h)=^ h ^\x), 

m-0 

where, by the previous theorem, 

f (m) (x) = ^ n(n— l)...(7i— m+l)a n x n - m . 

n = m 


To prove that this actually holds, we write 

/(*+*)=i «„<*+»>• -1«- i *-*■ 

n-0 m-0 

-2 2- ( —- 1 - ) '^r"‘ +11 - 2aW 


m=0 n-m m -0 

We have to justify the inversion; and it is justified by absolute 
convergence if 

n(n ~ 1) m ( r~ W+1) | X i"- m l Ar= : 2 KJ(I*! + I*I>* 

m\ n=0 


» n 

2 m 2 

»»0 m=o 


is convergent. This is true if |x|-f-1&| < R, which proves the 
theorem. 

Notice that the interval of convergence obtained for the new 
series extends just up to one end of the interval of convergence 
of the original series. The actual interval of convergence may 

D 
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be no larger, e.g. in the case of 

/(*) = l _ 1 _ x 2 = • 


But it may in some cases extend further; e g. if 


we have 


/(*) = 


1 

i+i 


1—x+a; 2 —... 


P"K*) - 


(— 

(1+x)"*' 1 ’ 


and /(!+*)- I 

771=0 

which is convergent for \h\ <J. 

It is impossible to give a satisfactory account of this pheno¬ 
menon so long as we consider real power series only, and we 
must postpone further discussion until we have considered func¬ 
tions of a complex variable. 


1.75. Series which cannot be integrated term by term. 

A simple example of such a series is obtained by putting 


■»„(*) — n 2 x(\— ar) n (0 .» -cT ]). 

Then s(x) — 0 for all values of x, so that 

i 

[ s(x) dx — 0. 


But 


f 8 nU ) d/ =-- 


n* 


(n4-l)(»+2) 


1, 


so that term-by-term integration gives an incorrect result The 
series is, of course, not uniformly convergent 

On the other hand, uniform convergence is not a necessary 
condition for term-by-term integration. Some of the non-uni- 
formly convergent series of § 1.3, e g. those for which 


*«(*) = 1 ^ nx > ««(*■) = «.r(l—r)' 1 , 

can be integrated term by term. 

This leads us to consider more general classes of series which 
can be integrated term by term. 

1.76. Boundedly convergent series. A series 

«i(*)+ «*(»')+- 

is said to be boundedly convergent in an interval (a, 6), if it con- 
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verges for every value of x in the interval, and if there is a constant 
M such that [s„(x) I < M for all values of n and x (a < x < 6). 

It is clear that the sum of a boundedly convergent series is 
bounded. So far we have no method of integrating bounded 
functions in general, so boundedness by itself does not enable 
us (at this stage) to integrate term by term. We have to com¬ 
bine it with another condition. 

We say that a series is uniformly convergent over ( a,b ), except 
m the neighbourhood of the point c, if it is uniformly convergent 
over the intervals (a,c— 8), (c-j-S, b), however small S may be. 
We can then justify term-by-term integration under the fol¬ 
lowing conditions: 

If the series is uniformly convergent over ( a,b), except in the 
neighbourhood of a finite number of points, and also boundedly 
convergent over the whole interval, then it may be integrated term 
by term over ( a,b ). 

To prove this, it is sufficient to suppose that there is one 
exceptional point, c. Suppose that |s„(a;)| + M. Then |s(r), < M 
also. The integral of s(x) exists in the sense of § 1.5, and 

b | r - 8 b , 

| {*(■*)-«»(*)} * *J | {40-*«(■»•)} , | {*(*)-■»«(*)} rfjr| + 

a a ' 'c+8 I 

c-i 5 t 8 

+ ' f «(x)dx|-fj [ S n (x)dx\ 

c-S 1 1 

t 6. h 

- / M | / i+48.1f 

a 'c 8 

We can choose 8 so small that the last term is less than a given 
e, for all n. Then, having fixed 8, the other terms tend to zero, 
by uniform convergence This proves the theorem. 

Various extensions of the theorem are possible. It is not 
necessary that the series should be uniformly convergent over 
(«,c—8) and (c-j 8, b), if term-by-term integration over these 
intervals can be justified in some other way. A more important 
observation is that the theorem remains true if we insert in the 
integral a factor </>(.r), which is mtegrable, but not necessarily 
bounded. Suppose, for example, that <f>(x) is continuous over 
(a, 6) except at x = a, in the neighbourhood of which it is 
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unbounded; and that b 

j | t}>(x)\dx 

a 


exists as an infinite integral. Then we may multiply the series 
by <f>(x) and integrate term by term. For 


i O+S 


J {s(x)~s n (x))<f>(x) dx < 2if J \<f>(x)\dx, 


ci+8 


which can be made less than any given e, by choioe of 8, for all 
values of »; and the integral over (a-j-S, b) may be dealt with 
as before. 

We observe finally that later, when we have developed the 
theory of the Lebesgue integral, we can put all these theorems 
into a much more satisfactory form. All the restrictions involv¬ 
ing continuity and uniform convergence are only necessary 
because of the limitations of the Riemann integral, and dis¬ 
appear in the final form of the theorem. 

Examples, (i) The series for which 

».(*) = «.(*)== «*(1—*)" (0 < x < 1), 

are boundedly convergent. 

(li) Consider the senes 

sinx sin 2x sin 3x 
~T~ + ~2 3 * 


It follows from one of the general tests (see § 1.12, ex. (i)) that this 
series is uniformly convergent except m the neighbourhood of the points 

x = 0, ± 2tt, i 4rr . To show that it is boundedly convergent, and 

to sum it, we use a more special method. 

Since each term has the penod 2w, it is sufficient to consider the 
interval 0 < x < 2-rr. Here we wnte 

X X 

*„(*)= f (cos t + cos 2t + cos nt) dl = f 8in ( n + i) < 8 ' n ^rf* 

J J 2sin*< 

0 0 

= J. unri*±!¥ ( dt + j (_L_._ J), sinfn+Dldl-ix 

0 0 
(»+i)* x 

= J du + | - J )sin(n+l)l <1t -ix. 
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Now J 8 ±™rfu 

0 

is always positive, and has an absolute maximum at h = tt ( P.M . $ ISO, 
exs. LXXVI, 9-10). Hence 

k(x)i < f-t~ du + \ (asmit" J) * +*- 

o o 

for 0 < x < 7t, i.e. the senes is boundedly convergent in this interval. 
Since each term is odd, it is boundedly convergent in ( —ir, 0), and so, 
by periodicity, in any interval. 

To sum the series, let x be fixed, 0 < x < 2 it, and make n -> oo. Then 

(n+ilz « 

, f sin u , r Binu . 

lim I - du = I - du 

«-—» J u J « 

o o 

exists (| l.fi). Let us denote the value of this integral by I. Also 


X 

J (dij t ~f) ain(n+i)tdt 

0 _ 

= - j'— 1 — - CO il n ±i>f 4- - 1 - f ±(-\— - -) cos(n+ i)t dt, 
\2sm xf n-f i w + i J df\2sini< tj 

o 

which tends to zero on account of the factor n+i in the denominator 
(the other factors being bounded). Hence, if s(x) is the sum, 
e(x) = I— i* (0 < x < 2tt). 

But plainly *(rr) = 0, so that I = i7r. This gives at the same time the 
sura of the senes and the value of the infinite integral. 

The reader should draw the graph of the sum of the series, noticing 
its discontinuities at the points x — 0, ± 2 7r, ±4 tt,.... [Sc o also Ch. XIII, 
ex. 11.] 

(iii) Prove, without using integrals, that the above series is boundedly 
convergent, using a method similar to that used in § 1.131. 

(iv) Sum the series 111 

p+r* + 6'* + - 


by integrating the above series over (0,7r). 

(v) Prove that 



n»l 


6 2 4 


(0 < x < jr). 


1.77. Term-by-term integration when the integrals are 
infinite. We now pass to the general case of term-by-term 
integration over an infinite range, or of functions which become 



44 INFINITE SERIES, PRODUCTS, AND INTEGRALS 

infinite in the range of integration. In each case the results are 
similar to those already obtained for.repeated series. For con¬ 
venience we state them as a single theorem. 

Suppose that u„(x) > 0 for all values of n and x, and that 

f {2 «»(*)} dx = 2 j u n (x) dx (1) 

a a 

for all values of c less than b (or for all finite values of c). Then 

b b 

J {2 «„(*)} dr =- 2 J dx (2) 

a a 

00 oo 

(or j {Zu n (x)}dx = 2 Ju n (x)dx (2a) 

a a 

in the second case), provided that either side of the resulting equation 
is convergent 

The proof is the same in the two cases Let us take the case 
of a finite interval (a, b). 

Suppose that the series on the right of (2) is convergent, say 

2 j u„(x) dx - S 

a 

Then, since u n (x) 0, 

c r 

J {2 «»(•«)} dx=~- 2 J ujx) dx < S 

a a 

for all values of c. Hence, by the comparison theorem for 
integrals, the integral on the left of (2) exists, as an infinite 
integral at b; and, if its value is I, then I ^ S. On the other 
hand, 

2 1 J u n{x) dx = j {2 U ,A X )) dx c J (2 u ni x )) dx = 1, 

1 u a a 1 

and, making N ->■ oo, we see that S < I. Hence in fact S= I. 

A similar method may be used if the left-hand side of (2) or 
(2a) is assumed to exist. The reader should write it out in detail. 

As in the case of series, we can omit our ‘positive’ condition 
if we assume instead that one of the sides of (2) or (2 a) is 
‘absolutely convergent’, i e. remains convergent if u n (x) is re¬ 
placed by its modulus. 
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The above results remain true for functions u lt (x) which may 
have either sign, or be complex, provided that either of 

b b 

/ (2 !“»(*) 1} dx > 2 / K(*)l dx < 

a a 

OO 00 

(or f {2, !«*(*)I } dx, 2 j !«*(*) I dx 


in the second case), is convergent. 

It follows from the theorem already proved that the two con¬ 
ditions are equivalent. We then obtain the result precisely as 
m the case of double series If u n (x) is real, we consider the 
functions \u n {x)\±u lt (x), each of which is positive. If u n (x) is 
complex, say u n (x) — a u (x)-{-ifl n (x), we consider the four func¬ 
tions |« n (x)|±ot, l (a;), \u n (x)\±:P n (x), each of which is positive. 


1,78. Miscellaneous examples on term-by-term integration. 


(i) Pig ve that 


l 



o 


by expanding m powers of x and liitogiating term by term. [Notice 
that the series is not uniformly oi even boundedly convergent in the 
neighbourhood of x =■- 1 J 
(n) We have 


J ^ ^ dx -- J" dx -- 2 j r“ "'c'" dx 

0 0 0 
OO 

- 2 n “‘ f y , ~ i( ~ , dy - 2 n _, r(s) — r(s)f(a). 
o 

Justify this process (a) for s > 1, { b ) for s complex, R(») > 1. 


(lii) Prove that 


I 


e-“ cos bx dx = ——- 


by expanding cos b.r in powers of r. [The pioceas is justified by absolute 
convergence if R(o) > |6|, though the result holds m a wider range 
than this.] 

(iv) Prove tlint, if p > 0. 

l 

i'- 1 . I , l , 1 

leg — (1.1 -( 


J 


1 — X 


(p+ 
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(v) Prove that, if p > 0, 

1 1 , 

J 1+x p p+1 

o 

[Here the absolute convergence test fails. Integrate over (0, £), where 
0 < £ < 1, and use Abel’s theorem.] 


. _ ... r sinhox it , air . .. 

. (vi) Prove that —i-t- dx — — tan — (0<a<6). 

J smh bx 26 26 ' 

o 


[On expanding in powers of e -te , we obtain the series 


2 


2 a 

(2n-l)*b»-a»‘ 


For the summation of this we must refer to Chapter III.] 


(vu) Prove that f — ^ 8ec 5? (0<t»<6). 

J cosh bx 26 26 

o 

[The general test fails, but the integral can be evaluated by means of 
(v) above.] 

(viu) If u„(x) = ae~ mx —be-’ Ja (0 < a < 6), show that 



but J (2 «.(*)><** = 

o o 

since the integrand is positive for all values of x, tt/(e“—1) being a 
steadily decreasing function of u. 

It is easy to prove directly that 


21 KM! dx 

o 

is divergent.] 

(ix) Consider the integral 


00 


/ 


sin x* cos ox dx. 


o 


Here we shall anticipate for a moment some of the results of Chapter TTT . 
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If we expand cos ax in powers of x and integrate term by term, we obtain 



every term of which is zero ($ 3.124). But the given integral is not 
identically zero (see $ 3.13). 

The test of § 1.77 fails; for the integral obtained by replacing u u (x) 
by K(*)| IS 

J e - **|sinSeicosha* dx, 

o 

which is divergent. 

1.79. As a final example of term-by-term integration under 
special conditions, we prove the following theorem: 

oo 

The power series 2 a n xn > supposed convergent for x>0, may 

71 = 0 

be multiplied by e~ x and integrated term by term over (0, oo), pro¬ 
vided only that the resulting series is convergent .* 

The formula is 


f e-*{ £ a n x n ) dx = 2 a„ f e~*x n dx= f a n n\ 

J 'n=0 1 n-0 J n=»o 

and we have to justify the inversion on the assumption that 
2 a„nf is convergent. 

Put a n n\ = b„, so that 2 b n is convergent. Then b n is bounded, 
|*„|< -B, say, and 


K x * 

n! 


<B 


X" 

n! 


(0 ^ x ^ X). 


Hence 2 b n x n jn\ is uniformly convergent over (0, X), and we 
may multiply by e~ x and integrate term by term over this 
range. Thus 



e~ x x n dx. 


(1) 


We are given that 


£ n! 

n=0 


go 

If 


X x n dx = 2 b n 
« = 0 


* Hardy, (1), («). 
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is convergent. Hence (1) may be written 

0 n "® x 

and it remains to be proved that the last term tends to zero 
as A" -> oo. Now 

ao 

J e- x x n dx — e- x {X n +nX n - 1 -t-...+ni} l 


so that the series in question is 


71-0 771-0 

00 

L etr » -- 2 s0 that r H -> 0 as n -> oo. Then b n =r- r„—r, i+1 , and 


v-n 

X n 


2*.2i-2^.«)2f; 

n-o 7/< -o 


7i = 0 

A’ 


” 2 n' ~ fAr+1 ( 1+X+ 4 ' )• 

71 = 0 ' / 


The last term tends to zero as N -> oo, for any X, so that, making 
N -> oo, (3) takes the form 

-4 n n' 

71 = 0 

The result now easily follows. Given any positive e, we can find 
N so that |r n | < e for n > N. Then, since |r n | <. A for all 
values of n, 


-*r- 

2 X n 

r - n ,< A ‘- x 


„ X n A x n 

2»!+«- A 2„-! 

o JV + l 


^ v» 

< ^ I 2i+«- 

0 

and, having fixed N, we can choose X so large that the first 
term also is less than e. Hence the result. 

1.8. Repeated integrals. A repeated integral is one degree 
more complicated than a series of integrals. Even if the limits 
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of each integration arc finite, a repeated limit is involved, and 
its inversion requires justification. If the limits of each integral 
are infinite, four successive limiting operations are involved. 

1.81 . We consider first continuous functions and finite limits. 
If f(x, y) is a continuous function of x and y in the rectangle 
a<x^6, then 

b B 

J dx J fix, y)dy = j dy j fix, y) dx. 

a a a a 

Since f(x,y) is continuous, the integral 
F( x ) — J" f(x,y) dy 

a 

is a continuous function of x (§ 1.52). We can therefore integrate 
it over (a, 6). The result is the left-hand side of the equation. 
Similarly the right-hand side has a meaning. 

To prove that the two sides are equal, divide up the ranges 
of integration by points and y v (a — x 0 , b — x m , a — y Qj 
P — y n )> suc h that r /i+1 —< 8, y„ (1 --y,, < S, for all values of 
H and v. Let „, if be the lower and upper bounds of 
f{x, y) in the rectangle (x^, x^; y v , y M j). Then for ?/„ < y < y v+1 

■V^+i—“>) < / fi x >y)dx^M ll Jx li+ i—Tp), 

X M 

and hence, integrating with respect to y, 

Vv+l 3> + l 

m ^vi x ^\— x ^iVvr\-yy) < J dy j f[x , y) dx 

Vv Xp. 

< M^yix^i-x^iy^-yj 
Summing with respect to (± and v, we have 

P b 

22 m t LA x n+i— x n)(y»+i-y<') < / d v J ffay) dx 

a. a 

<22 M r,vi x n+i- x n)(yv+i-y,)- 
The same inequalities are also satisfied by the other repeated 
integral. Also, when 8 ->■ 0, the difference between the extreme 
terms of the inequality tends to zero; for we can choose 8 so 
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small that the maximum value of v is less than any 

given e; and then 

< e 22 ( x ^i- x ^)(yv+i—y v ) = «)(£—*)• 


Hence the two repeated integrals are equal. 

1.82. Extension to discontinuous functions. Suppose 
next that the rectangle is crossed by a continuous monotonic 
curve y = <f>(x), or x = <(i(y), from x — a to x — c; and let f(x,y) 
be bounded, and continuous except on this curve. Then the 
repeated integrals still exist and are equal. 

In the first place, the function F{x) is still continuous. For 
if a<x<c, 

F(x) = f f(x,y) dy + f f(x,y) dy = F^+F^x), 

a <j>(x) 


say;and 

4>(x) <j>(v+h) 

F 1 (x+h)—F 1 (x)=j{f(x+h,y)—f(x,y))dy+ J f(x+h,y)dy, 

a ^U) 

which plainly tends to zero with h. Hence F ,(x) is continuous, 
and similarly F 2 (x) is continuous. Hence the first repeated 
integral exists, and, similarly, so does the second one. 

To prove that they are equal, consider the strip 

<f>( x )—v <y <<f>( x )+V> 


and suppose for simplicity that <f>(x) is steadily increasing. Con¬ 
struct rectangles (x fl ,x lt+l ;y l ,,y l , +l ) with sides less than 8, as 
before. Then the area of those rectangles between x^ and ^ +1 
which contain any point of the strip is less than 

(*m+i +i)+ V)~ {<tt x ?) —>?}+ 28 ] 

the total area of such rectangles is therefore less than 
S( i 8-a)+{6-o)(27 ? +2S). 

Hence, if denotes a summation over these rectangles, and 

\f( x ,y)\ < if, 

v m fi, vH^-h x n)(y v +i y v ) 

< 2M{8(p-«)+{2 v +2&)(b-a)}, 
which can be made arbitrarily small by choice of ij and 8. 
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Finally, since f(x,y) is continuous in each of the remaining 
regions, we can choose 8 so small that 

ma n(M lliV —m lltV )<e 

in the remaining rectangles. The result now follows as before. 

We can, of course, now extend the result to functions which 
have any finite number of discontinuities of the above type. In 
particular, the result holds for an integral taken over a non- 
rectangular region bounded by curves of the above type; for 
this can be considered as an integral over a rectangle, the func¬ 
tion being continuous in a limited part of it and zero elsewhere. 

Notice finally the following inequality. Suppose that f(x, y) 
is continuous, and \f(x, y)| < M, in a region of the above type, 
and that f(x, y) — 0 elsewhere. Let F(x, y) = M in the region, 
and F{x, y) — 0 elsewhere. Then 

)3 6 j8 h 

I dy [ f(x,y) dx < j dy J F(x,y) dx. 

a. a a a 

The reader should have no difficulty m deducing this from the 
above analysis. 

1.83. Change of variables in a repeated integral. The 

formula by which the variables in a repeated integral are 
changed may be obtained as follows. Consider the integral 

J dy J f(x, y) dx 

over a given region, and let 

x = <f>(u,v), y = if>(u,v). 

Suppose that these functions are such that, if y is constant, x is 
a monotonic differentiable function of u. If we transform the 
integral with respect to x into one with respect to u, we obtain 

But* — = ^4-^ — 0 = ^4-^ — 

du du dv du du 8v du' 

so thatt —= = 

du \du dv dv du} / dv d(u , v)/ dv ’ 

* See P.M. § 153. 

t For the Jacobian notation see P.M. ch. VII, ex. 20. 
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Hence the repeated integral becomes 

f dy f f 8 ^ i^du^ \du f dy 

J y J J d{u,v)ldv J J J 8(u,v)/dv 

if the order of integration may be inverted. Finally, expressing 
y as a function of v (for a fixed u), and assuming that it is 
monotonic, we have 

dy _ dtp 
dv dv ’ 

and the integral becomes 

I Ju f F(u, dv, 

J J 8(u, v) 

where F(u , r) ~ f{<p{u,v), i p{u,v)\. 

The process is valid if, for example, the integrand at every 
stage is a continuous function, and the region is bounded by 
monotonic curves as in § 1 82 Some care is needed in verifying 
this in particular cases. Consider, for example, the integral 

a sfa’-i/') 

1 = j dy [ fix, y) dx, 
o o 

where /(r y) is continuous, and transform to polar coordinates 
(r, 8) given by r rcosO, y = ran 6. Transforming first to (r,y), 
we have x — ^{r z —y 2 ), and 

dx r 

dr ■J{r 2 ~y i )’ 

which becomes infinite at r -- y. To avoid this difficulty, con¬ 
sider instead the integral 

%<«* 8 2 ) \(«* y 1 ) 

h - f dy | f(x, y) dx, 

0 h 

wheie 0< 8 < a Transforming first to (r,y), then to (r, 0), in 
the above manner, we obtain 

n arecos(8/r) 

h~{rdr f f(r cos 0,r sin 0) d0. 

h o 

Now let 8 0 Then / 5 J, and the last integral tends to 

a In 

j r dr j f(r cos 6, r sin 0) dO. 
o o 
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Each of these statements is readily proved by means of the 
inequality noticed at the end of § 1.82. 

For the general theory of these transformations sec (Joursat’s 
Court d’Analyse, t. 1, ch. 6. 

1.84. Repeated integrals, one range being infinite. The 

most important theorem here is the analogue of the theorem on 
term-by-term integration of a uniformly convergent series. 
Suppose that 

b P P h 

j dx j f(x, y)dy = J dy [ f(r, y) dr 

a (x at (t 

for all lalues of h greater than a . and that 

oo 

\f(x,y) dx 

a 

is uniformly convergent in the range a < y < Then 
•X> fi j3 

J dx j f(x, y) dy — j dy j /( r, y) dx. 

a a at a 

n 

For J f(x, y) dx = s n (y) -* s(y) 

a 

uniformly in (a,/3). Hence, using the result for sequences. 

n n 

[ dx | /(x, y) dy =- j dy [/(x, y) dx 

a ac at u 

P p P » 

= | s,fy) dy -> j s(y) dy -= J dy j /(x, y) dx, 

a at an 

the required result. 

A similar theorem holds for infinite integrals of the second 
kind. 

The same results also hold if the integral is not uniformly 
convergent in the neighbourhood of certain points, but is 
boundedly convergent. In fact the same proof holds under these 
conditions. 

1.85. Repeated infinite integrals. The following theorem 
is the analogue for repeated integrals of the theorems of § 1.62 
and § 1.77 for double series and series of integrals. 
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Suppose that f(x, y) is positive, and that 

c fi B C 

j dx dy = j dyjf{x,y)dx (1) 

a a a a 

for all values of c less than b, and that 

by V b 

J dx j f{x;y) dy = jdyj f(x,y) dx (2) 

a a cl a 

for all values of y less than /?. Then 

h ft ft b 

j dx j f(x, y)dy = j dy j f(x, y) dx, (3) 

a ol ol a 

provided that either side of this equation is convergent. 

The theorem is still true if one or both of b and ft is replaced 
by infinity. 

Take, for example, the case of two finite intervale, and suppose 
that the left-hand side of (3) exists. Since f(x, y)^ 0 
r P 

J f{x , y) dy ^ J f(x, y)dy (a < y < £), 

at a 

and hence 

y b by 6 ft 

J dy j" f(x, y) dx = j dx j f(x, ij) dy <: j dx j f(x, y) dy. 

ol a a a a ol 

Making y -> 1 3, we see that the right-hand side of (3) exists, 
and that p b 6 p 

f dy J f(x, y) dx < J dx J f(x, y) dy. 

ol a a ol 

The same process may now be reversed, and it yields the 
reversed inequality. Hence the two sides are equal. 

The same proof holds if b, or /3, or both of them, are infinite. 
Though the actual proof is simple, we have, of course, made 
rather far-reaching assumptions; and, in applying the theorem, 
we have to justify (1) and (2) on other grounds, for example, by 
uniform convergence. This is made necessary by the limitations 
of the Riemann integral; for from the mere fact that 

ft c 

J dy f f(x, y) dx 

a a 
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is bounded as c-rb, we cannot deduce that 

b 

jf(x,y)dx 

a 

is integrable in Riemann’s sense. When we come to the 
Lebeague integral, we shall, see that difficulties of this kind 
disappear. 

The theorem remains true for functions f(x, y) which may have 
either sign, or be complex, provided that either of the integrals 

jfa( I f(x, y) I dy, Idy J ff(x, y) | dx 

a a a a 

is convergent. 

The extension is made as in the case of series. If f(x,y) is 
real, we consider the functions \f(x,y)\± i f(x,y), and if f(z,y) 
is complex, we consider \f(x,y)\±Rf(x,y), \f(x,y)\±lf(x,y). 

1.86. The Gamma-function. The function 

to 

I» = jt*- 1 e-‘dt (1) 

o 

is, as we have already observed (§§ 1.61, 1.62), continuous for 
R(*) > 0. We are now in a position to investigate its properties 
more fully. We shall suppose throughout this section and the 
following one that x and y are real, leaving it to the reader to 
oonsider how far the results are true for oomplex values of the 
variables. 

If * > 1, we may integrate by parts, and obtain 

ao 

I» = [— 1) f < r " 2 e~ < dt. 

0 

The integrated terms vanish, and we have 

r» = (*-i)r(*-i) (x > i). (2) 

00 

Sinoe F(l) = j e~ 4 dt= 1, repeated application of (2) gives 

I» = (n-1)! (3) 

if » is a positive integer. Thus T(x) may be regarded as a 
generalization of a factorial. 

E 
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Now consider the product 

oo 00 

I»r(y) = J t x ~ l e~ l dt [ uv- l e~ v du (x>0,y> 0). 

0 0 

k We may regard this as a repeated integral. Putting u = tv, and 
inverting the order of integration, we have, formally, 


oc oo 

r {x)T(y) = J t x ~ l e~ l dt J t v v v ~ l e~* v dv 

o o 

00 oo 

=. J v 17 "* 1 dv J dt 

0 0 
oo oo 

C „ . , r u >I+,l - 1 e- w die 
— v u ~ 1 dv - — 

J J (1+f)-" 


= r <^)/ (1 :; 


dv. 


Hence 

where 


n*)r(y) 


(l + vy+v 
<f>(x, V) (x>0, i/>0). 


(4) 


r(a:+y) 

oo 

= J (1 ^v)x+u dv = 2 J (cos0)^- 1 (sm0) 2 *'- 1 dB 

0 0 
1 

-= J A x-1 (l—A)" -1 dX. 

0 

The difficulty of the proof lies in the inversion of the repeated 
integral „ * 

J dt J t x+v ~ l v v ~ x e~ i< - 1+v ^ dv. 


Since each integral is infinite at each limit if the indices of l and 
v are negative, this requires several applications of the theorem 
of § 1.85. It is easily seen that the t- and r-integrals are both 
uniformly convergent over any finite range which excludes the 
origin. Hence the integrals over (0, T;r 0 , F) and (^o> 2 1 ! 
may be inverted if t 0 > 0, v 0 > 0. Hence, the integrand being 
positive, the integral over (0, T;0, V) may be inverted. Since 
also the integral over (t 0> T ; 0, co) may be inverted by uniform 
convergence, it follows that the integral over (0, T\ 0, oo) may 
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be inverted. Similarly the integral over (0, oo; 0, V) may be 
inverted. Hence, finally the whole integral may be inverted. 
Again, putting x = y = .4 in (4), we have 


{r(i)} 2 = 2r(i) Jd0=7r, 


or, since T(A) is plainly positive, 

r(l) = Vw. 


( 5 ) 


Next, putting y — x in (4), 

*jS* = / K-Hl-W- 1 dX. 

' 0 0 
Putting A = \ — jV/tt, so that A(l—A) = this gives 


Hence we obtain the ‘duplication formula’ 

iwnj) = 2^-ir(x)r(x+1). 


n*-H) 
( 6 ) 


1.87. Asymptotic behaviour of F(-c) as x->cc Consider 
first the case where x is an integer, n say, so that C(x) = ( n — l) 1 . 
We use the well-known method of comparing a sum J <j>(n) with 
the corresponding integral J <f>(t) dt We have 

log{( w ~~ 1) ! } — Z log *'• 

v-l 

v\ i l 

Now J log tdl— j {log(v-f t) + Iog(i>— <)} dt 

v-l o 

4 

= j ^og 1,2 + lo g ~ ^| dt = logv + C v , 
0 


say, where clearly C v = 0 (1 ,.V 2 ). Hence 


’‘T. } »-t 

log r(a) = log{(«-1) 1 } = log t dt - J 6’ 

I 


= (»—l)tog(»—4)-(»—D—ilogi+i— JC,+o(i) 

==(n—i)log»-»+C'+o(I), ’ * (1) 

where C is a constant. 
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We can extend this result to non-integral values of 
means of the following lemma. 

Lemma. If a is constant, as x -* oo, 

J>L~*-» 

T(x+a) 

Suppose that a > 1. Then 

!»!» 




dt 


by 


( 2 ) 


= j tP-H- 3 * dt - J {P- 1 -{\—t- e ) a - v }e- x ‘dt. 

0 0 

The first integral is r(a)x -0 , and the second is 0{x~ a ~ l ). For 
l-e-^<< (< >0), 1 -e-*>t-lt* (0<t < 1). 

Hence the second integral is positive, and less than 

1 « 

J {1—(1— \t) a - 1 }V t - 1 t- x ‘dt + J p-h-* dt 

0 1 

1 00 

<K j Pe-* dt -f J Pe-* dt < Kx~ a ~ l , 

o 1 

where K depends on a only. This proves the lemma for a > 1. 
The result for other values of a then follows from 1.86 (2). 

If now x is not an integer, let x — n+a, where » is an integer 
and 0 < a < 1. Then 

log T(x) = log r(n+«) = log T(n) -f ologn -f o (1) 

— (»—^)log» — n+C+alogn + o(l) 

= (x—a—i)log(x—o)—x+a+C-f olog(x—-o)-f o(l) 

= (x-$)logx — x+C+o(l), (3) 

the required result. 

To find the value of C, we use the duplication formula 1.86 (6). 
Taking logarithms and using (3), we have 

(2x—J)log2x — 2x+C+log Vir + o(l) 

= (2x-l)log2 + (x—i)logx + xlog(x+J)-2x—i+2(7+o(l), 
and equating the constant terms, we obtain 

C = log aJ(2tt). 

Hence finally r(l) _ I ,- 1 ^ V(2 „ ){ i +o(1)) . 

This result is known as Stirling’s theorem. 


( 4 ) 
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1.88. Differentiation of integrals. The two following 
theorems cover most of the cases that are ordinarily met with. 

If f(x,y) and ~ are continuous in the rectangle 
dy 

!/o—y Vo+V (v > °)> then 




( 1 ) 


for y — y 0 . ^ 

Let 4>{y) = J f(x, y) dx, g(x, y) = 

a ™ 

b 

Then = lj {f(x,y 0 +k)—f(x, y 0 )} dx 


O 

= / 9 (x,y Q + 0 k) dx, 

a 

where 0 < 6 < 1. Since g(x, y) is uniformly continuous, we have, 

as in § 1.52, b b 

lim f ?(*> J/o+^) dx — f g{x,y 0 ) dx, 

J J 


the required result. 

If the equation (1) is true for aU values of b greater than a, and 
if the integral * 

jfdx 


is convergent, and 


ao 

C8f 

J 


dx 


is uniformly convergent in the interval (y 0 —y,yo-hy)> then 


*/*»>*-/g fc 

a a 

We can deduce this from the corresponding theorem for 
series (§ 1.72). For let 

«+» 

J /(*,y)d* = ti n (y). 

em-l 
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Then 


J /(•*•, y)dx — 2 «„(</). 


and, by the previous theorem, 


v i n 


a u+n— 1 

The result now follows at once from the theorem for series. 

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 
L Consider the uniform convergence of the series 
00 *00 

j - 1 y 1 „ y 1 . 

x J f n~ A-* x L n- j - n- 

n - 1 n -1 n l 

30 

, V Mn wr 

and J - ^ (a > 0). 

n-l 

2. Discuss with reference to umfonmU tlie convergence of the senes 

CO or 

2 J_ s" \ { ' D“ 

n 2 I'-,’:"’ Z, n I , z* 

«= l if i 

(l) for z real and positive, (u) for general complex values of z 

3. Consider the uniform convergence of the mtcgruls 

00 CO 00 

J x 4' y .> J c IU rfi ’ J cosh dr - 

ooo 

4. Consider tlie uniform convergence of the mtogial 


ao 

/ 


m n-xy 


dx. 


Evaluate the integral by differentiating with respect to y, 

5 The Bessel function J v (z) is defined for v > — 1 by the series 


CXJ 

y <- J 

{ 1 Z, n!Pi 


n=0 


(v+n+J) 


Prove that, if v > — j, 

* Z(-) 


2->r(v+i)r(j) 


in 

I™ 


os(z cos 6) sin iv 6 dd. 
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and that, if fi > — 1, v > — 1, 

llT 

■rl'+l f 

JfL+v+iW = 2 Vf('„+i) «^(2sm0)sin^+ , 0cos !!v + ! 0cW 
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6 Prove that 


f e-“J 0 (b.) 


. o 


'<■> b , , . t . (0 < «> < a), 
v("*4 * ) 


and that 

7. Prove that 

8. Prove that 
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| c-*J B (r)dx - — 


CD 

I* 


(at)? ,t t vn dl - .c - * -2 


n- 1 n « n-1 


<ix. 


0 0 
it Show that the repeated internals 

/''■ / e-Jr “Jr''"- 

1 1 0 0 


i i 

cr’ 


-'<■*») f/y. 


11 0 1 
are not equal to the integrals obtained by inverting the order of in¬ 
tegration 


10 Prove that J e~ x, co&2x>i dx — Iwc - *' 


(i) by expanding cos 2xy in powers of x and integrating term by term, 
and (n) by proving that the integral satisfies the differential equation 

dl „ r 
— = -2 yl. 

d y 


11. If 


4>(y) = 


oo 

J 


sin ry 
T(a i + x :l ) 


dx. 


prove that <f>"(y)-rf^y) 

is a constant, and hence that 


<f>(y) = ) (y>«)- 
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12. Deduce from the previous example the values of the integrals 


13. If 


oo w 

f to, f dx. 

J o 8 +x a J 

0 0 

oo 

^,<?,a,6)=r( P )J ( ^&, 


where o, 6, p, and q are positive, prove that 

<f>(p, q, a, b) — <f>(q,p, b, a). 


14. If 


ifi(y ) = J dx. 


prove that ifi(y) = JV7re _! * (y > 0) 

(i) by proving that ifi'{y) = —2tp(y), and (li) by means of the substitu¬ 
tion to = x—y/x. 

15. Show that the repeated integral 


OO 00 


J da; J cos2 mx.ye-^t^ dy 
o o 

may be inverted; and hence deduce the value of the first integral of 
example 12 from those of examples 10 and 14. 

16. Prove that if A > 0, p. > 0, 

00 O0 00 jfTT 

J e - *!*^* 1 dx J" e~*‘y 1 l i ~ 1 dy = J" e~ r V^ +! l 1 - 1 dr j" cos 1 ^~ 1 0sm i l t ~ l 0 d0, 
oo o o 

and hence obtain another proof of the formulae of § 1.86. 

17. Show that, in the repeated integral 


oo OO 

J sin ax dx j /(y)e~*» dy. 


the order of integration may be inverted if the integrals 


I oo 

J l/(y)| dy, J \f(y)\y- i dy 


o 1 

are convergent. Hence show that 


•JU oo 

J smax . f J„(y) , 

0 0 
A' eft 

[The integral J"sinax dx J/(y)e~*» dy may bo inverted, since the 
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y-intogral is uniformly convergent for 0 < ( < * < X. Hence it is 
sufficient to prove that the integrals 

oo £ oo 00 

j f(y)dy j amaxe-’f dx, j f(y) dy j ainaxe-" dx 

oo ox 

tend to zero as ( —► 0 and X -> oo. Since jsmar| < ax, the modulus of 
the former does not exceed 

00 ( Y ( oo oo 

J \J(y)\dy j axe »dx<aj\f(y)\dy j x dx +a j \f(y)\dy jxe-ndx 
0 0 0 o Y 0 

Y oo 

=■ j i/(2/)| d v +o J \f(y)\y-*dy, 

0 y 

■which can be made arbitrarily small by chooBing first Y and then £. 
The modulus of the latter integral is 


1 00 OO 

f „ y sm aX -facosaX „ , if. 

J /(£r a ! -L-y 2 e- J »dyjc- I |/(y)|e- r » dy, 

o o 

which tends to zero ] 

18 If a > 0, /3 > 0, 

| (T-tp-ty-rf l «tt- 


19 If a > 0, {} > 0, and A < y or A > a\ 


* 

J 


{x-t) a -'(t-y)^ ' = r( m)r Qg) (x-y r+P- 1 


|i-A|«+0 


I'( 0 t 4 -/S) jz-A|P|y-A|«' 


[Consider the general linear transformation of the interval (y, x ) into 
itself, and use the previous example.] 


20. Prove that if c > b > 0, c—a—b > 0, 

oo I 

^ «(a+l).~(a + n-l) f dt 


n-0 
Deduce that 


l 

o 


2 


q...(q + n-l)fe...(b + n-l) _ r(c)r(c-o-b) 
n!c...(c+n-l) r(c-«)r(c—6)" 



CHAPTER 11 

ANALYTIC FUNCTIONS 

2.1. Functions of a complex variable. It is just as easy 
to construct a function of a complex variable z — x-\-iy as it 
is to construct a function of a real variable x. Any finite or 
infinite convergent expression involving z gives such a function. 
For example, z 2 , 1 /z, e z are functions of the complex variable z. 
The reader of Hardy’s Pure Mathematics is already familiar 
with many such functions 

Throughout tins chapter and the next all functions are sup¬ 
posed to be one-valued m the region in which they are defined. 

Our first task is to give a general definition which will lie 
appropriate to all such functions. 

We might say that u* is a function of s if to every value of 
2 in a certain region corresponds one or more values of w. This 
is modelled on the usual definition of a function of a real 
variable. It is perfectly legitimate, but, as is explained in 
Hardy’s Pure Mathematics, it is futile because it is too wide. 
It makes a function of the complex variable 2 exactly the same 
thing as a complex function 

■u(x,y)+iv(.r,y) 

of two real variables x and y Of course this is not what we 
meant when we began to speak of functions of a complex 
variable. 

Our method of procedure is to assign various properties to 
our function which appear to be desirable, and to see whether 
any such properties distinguish between what we feel to be 
‘proper’ and ‘improper’ functions of z. 

2.11. Continuity. Let/(2) be a function of z defined in the 
above way It is said, to be continuous at the point z — z 0 if, 
given any positive number e, we can find a number S such that 

!/(*)—/(*o)l < * 

provided that \z—z 0 \ < S. 

This is quite satisfactory as far as it goes, but it does not go 
very far. A continuous function of z is merely a continuous 
complex function of the two variables x and y. For if 

f(z) = u(x,y)+iv(x,y). 
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and z 0 = x 0 +iy 0 , then 

!«(•*> 2/)—wK- y 0 )I < i/(z)-/(~o)l < e 

if \z — Zff \ < 8, which is true if 


8 . o 

V2> \y~yo\<^r 2 - 
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Hence u(x,y) is continuous, and so is v(x,y). Conversely, if u 
and v are continuous, so is f(z) 

2.12. Differentiability. From the class of continuous com¬ 
plex functions, we next select those which can be differentiated. 
The meaning of this term for complex functions must now be 
defined 

Following the suggestion of real differential calculus, we write 


/'<•- 


-i, 


- ' ~~0 

and we say that f(z) is differentiable if the limit on the right 
exists The limit is called the derivative or differential co¬ 
efficient of j(z). As in the definition of continuity, the approach 
of s to its limit z 0 can take place in all possible ways More pre¬ 
cisely, we interpret the above formula as meaning that, given 
any positive number e, we can find a number S such that 


I " ~0 l 

provided that 0 < \z— c 0 ' < 8 Thus we assert that, along 
whatever path z approaches z 0 . the ratio 

/(z)-/(z„) 

always tends to a limit, and that all the limiting values are the 
same. Our requirements are therefore somewhat exacting. 

This property of differentiability is, however, one which be¬ 
longs to many familiar functions. A constant is differentiable. 
A positive integral power of z is differentiable; for the familiar 
proof for x n applies word for word to the case of z". Similarly, 
the sum or product of two (or any finite number) of differentiable 
functions is differentiable; and the quotient of two differentiable 
functions is differentiable provided that the denominator does 
not vanish. Finally, a differentiable function of a differentiable 
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function ia differentiable. All these theorems are proved in the 

same way for functions of 2 as for functions of x. 

For example, any rational function of 2 is differentiable for 
all values of 2 , other than zeros of its denominator. 

2.13. We now naturally ask whether this property of dif¬ 
ferentiability corresponds to a simple property of the functions 
u(x, y) and v(x, y) which are the real and imaginary parts of/(z). 
Suppose first that z—z 0 is purely real, so that 

z 0 = *o+*Vo> z = x+iy 0 . 

Then 

/(z)-/(z 0 ) = {«(s. y 0 )+tt;(r, y 0 )}-{u(z 0 , y 0 )+iv{ x 0 , y 0 )} 
z-z 0 x—x 0 

_ Mx>y 0 )—u(x 0 ,y 0 ) . v (x,y 0 )—v(x 0 ,y 0 ) 

x—x 0 X—X 0 

If this tends to a limit as x -> x 0 , then its real and imaginary 
parts separately tend to limits. But this means simply that the 
partial differential coefficients 

du dv 
dx' 8x 


exist at the point (r 0 ,y 0 )- Also 


rw 


ldu . .dv' 
\dx 1 dx, 


't 


( 1 ) 


x-*x v v = v. 

Similarly, if we take z—z 0 to be purely imaginary, say 

z 0 = *o+«/ 0 . * = *b+*y> 

we obtain 


/(z)-/(z 0 ) _ {tt(s 0 , y)+w(x 0 , y)}- {tt(x 0 , y 0 )+ iv(x 0 , y 0 )} 

z—z 0 iy-iy 0 

_ v(x n ,y)—v(x 0 ,y 0 ) _. u(x 0 ,y)-u(x 0 ,y 0 ) 

y-y 0 y-y<> 

Hence the partial differential coefficients 

dv du 

&y' &y 

exist at the point (x 0 ,y 0 ); and 






( 2 ) 
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Further, on comparing (1) and (2), and equating real and 
imaginary parts, we see that 

du dv dv du . . 

S-5- &“-£* <*=■*►»-*>• (3) 

We now see that the results of assuming differentiability are 
much more far-reaching than those of assuming continuity. Not 
only do the functions u(x, y), v(x, y) possess partial differential 
coefficients of the first order, but they are connected by the 
differential equations (3). These are called the Cauchy-Riemann 
equations. 

Thus, even if u and v are functions of x and y with partial 
differential coefficients of the first order, u-\-iv will not in 
general be a differentiable function of z. 

Examples, (i) Let/(z) = R(z) = x. Then 


du _ 
dx~ ’ 


du _ q dv 
dy ’ dx 


0 , 


The partial differential coefficients all exist, but the Cauchy-Riemann 
equations are not satisfied for any value of z. 

(ii) Let/(z) = |z|* = x*+y*. Then 

du du. „ do . dv „ 

5 -». 5 -o. 

The Cauchy-Riemann equations are satisfied at the point z = 0 only. 


2.14. Analytic functions. Since the property which we 
have been discussing goes far beyond what we ordinarily think 
of as differentiability, we give it a special name. A function 
which is differentiable in this sense is said to be analytic. 

The property of being analytic is in fact the distinguishing 
property for ‘proper’ functions of a complex variable for which 
we have been seeking. 

We have seen that the truth of the Cauchy-Riemann equa¬ 
tions is a necessary condition for the function to be analytic. 
But it is not a sufficient condition. This is perhaps to be 
expected, since we obtained the equations as particular cases 
only of the general property of differentiability. 

Consider, for example, the function 

/(z) = Vl*y|- 

This vanishes on both axes, so that at z — 0 


du du dv _ dv 

dx dy dx dy 
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and the Cauehy-Riemann equations are satisfied. But f(z) is 

not differentiable at z = 0. For 


f( z ) = <J\*y \ 

z x+iy’ 

and, if x — ar, y = fir, where a and )3 are constants, this tends to 

yim 

a + *P 

as r -> 0. The limit is therefore not unique, and so the function 
is not analytic 

This example shows that /(z) may not be analytic if we merely 
know that {/(z)-/(z 0 )}/(z-z 0 ) 

tends to a limit along two straight lines at right angles. Actually 
the definition fails if we restrict ourselves to any special class of 
paths. Consider, for example, the function 


_ *y 2 (x+iy) 
J{ ' x 2 +y* 


(z * 0), m = o 


Then it is easily seen that 

lim{/(z)—/(0)}/z =- 0 

as z -> 0 along any straight line. But, on the curve x — y 2 , 

/( 2 ) —/(0) _ y* _ 1 
z y*+y* 2' 

Hence f(z) is not analytic at z = 0 

2.15. Suppose, however , that the four partial derivatives of the 
first order exist throughout a region , and are continuous at all 
points of the region. Then the truth of the Cauchy-Riemann equa¬ 
tions is a necessary and sufficient condition for f{z) to be analytic 
throughout the region. 

We have seen already that the condition is necessary To 
prove that it is sufficient, we use the mean-value theorem for 
functions of two variables ( P.M. § 154) Consider a point ( x,y) 
of the region, and a neighbouring point (x-fbx, y-\-hy). Then 
Su = u(x- f 5x, y-\-8y)—u(x, y) 
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Hence, using the Cauchy-Riemann equations, 

\ox ox) 

where |/»| < (|e| + |e'l)|Sar|-f W\)\hy\. 

Hence 
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/ (z-f-8c) —f(s ) Su -f- iSv _ 8 u .dv 


+ < 


82 8 x-\-ihy ox ‘ dx' 8 x-\-i 8 y’ 

and lp/(8x-j-iSi/)l sC |e|+|c , |+ \y\-\- Iv'l 0 

Hence f(z) is analytic. 

2.16. A power series represents an analytic function inside its 
circle of convergence. 

We shall see later that this is merely a particular case of 
a general theorem on series which represent analytic functions. 
But the following direct proof may be inserted at this point. Let 

f(z) = f; a n z n 
n -0 

be convergent for l=i < R Then, if p<R, a n p v is bounded, 


say ]«„ p" j c' K. Let 


g(z)^= £ na n z’>~\ 


l! 

I 


Then if |z| < p and |z| + \h j < p, 


J(z+h)-f(z) 


— 9 (z) 


2-. 


Uz+h) n -z n 


h 


-nz” 


Now 

h I I 1.2 


^n(n_l)! Z |„ - 2 |^|_j__ _j_|Aj--i = (JfN- 1*D” W n 


1.2 


1*1 


■ n lz 


ln-1 


Hence 


1 f(z+h)-f(z) > <jr y * f (| g |+|ft|)"-[zr 

* " "01*1 



*- 


= _ - p - _ L-\- J * \ 

ll*l\p—W—1*1 /»—1*1/ (p-|z|) 8 J 

_ k p \M _ 

(p l z 1—I* I )(p— l z I )** 

which tends to zero with h. Hence/(z) has the derivative g{z). 
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2.17. Functions analytic in a region. A function is said 
to be analytic in a region if it is analytic at all points of the 
region. Henceforth we always consider functions which are 
analytio in a region. No particular interest attaches to the faot 
that a function (like |zj 8 ) happens to be analytic at certain 
points, or even on a certain curve. It is when it is analytic in 
a region that interesting consequences follow. 

Examples, (i) The function 

log(l+ 2 ) =z- z - + £-... 

is analytic for |z| < 1. 

(u) The functions 


Z-, nl* 


cosz = 


n=0 


smz = e -1 *), 


are analytic for all finite values of z. 

(hi) The function 

f(z) = e-- (z * 0), /( 0) = 0 

is analytic for all finite values of z, except z = 0. At the point z = 0, 
the Cauchy-Riemaim equations are satisfied; for at z =- 0 


du . e~ 
— - lim — 
tlx 


= 0, — = lim - = 0, 


du . 

-- = lim 
cy 


= 0 , 


0 , 


so that 


X — .0 x 

I ~ 

iA-*o y 

du _8v 8u 

dx By’ 8y 

In spite of this,/(z) is not analytic at z = 0. For suppose that z = re* <w . 
Then 

J(z) = exp{-(relwr)-*} = e r , 
which tends to infinity as r -*■ 0. 


8v , 0 

8y v-+oV 
8v 
dx * 


2.2. The complex differential calculus. The reader might 
expect that we should now proceed after the manner of the real 
differential calculus. There, having distinguished the speoial 
class of differentiable functions, we next consider the still more 
special class of functions which have a second differential co¬ 
efficient. Some of these functions have differential coefficients 
of the third order, and so on. Finally, from among functions 
which have differential coefficients of all orders, we piok out 
those which can be expanded in a power series by Taylor’s 
theorem. 
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There is no such process of successive specialization for 
analytic functions of a complex variable. A function which is 
analytic in a region has differential coefficients of all orders at 
all points of the region, and the function can be expanded in 
a power series, after the manner of Taylor’s theorem, about any 
point of the region. 

All these facts follow from the definition of an analytic func¬ 
tion by means of its first differential coefficient. 

The reader would perhaps expect us to begin by proving that 
an analytic function has a second differential coefficient. We 
are unable to do this. 

The results have of course been proved, or we should not have 
been able to announce what they were But they have never 
been proved directly They all depend on the complex integral 
calculus, and it is to this that we must now turn. 

2.3. Complex integration. The reader of Hardy’s Pure 
Mathematics should know what a complex integral is (P.M 
§ 222 ) We shall, however, introduce the subject in a slightly 
different way 

Let A B be an arc C of a curve defined by the equations 

« = <A(0, .V = 0(O> 

where <}> and are functions of t with continuous differential 
coefficients and and suppose that, as t varies from t A 
to t B , the point (x,y) moves along the curve steadily from A 
to B 

Let f{z) be any complex function of z, continuous along 

C ~ Let /(z) u(x,y)+iv{x,y). 

Let z 0 , Zj, ,,z n be points on C, z 0 being A and z„ being B. Con¬ 
sider the sum n 

I (1) 

m-1 

where is a point of the curve between z m _ 1 and z m Writing 

im = + = u(tm< VnX V m = *’(£,«> 7 ?.J> this is 

n 

2 K.+«’m) (*«+ iy m -* m -1-_i)• 

m --- 1 

Now X m = ^(^m) — $ ( T m)(^m ^m-l)> 

Vm-Vm-l = Wmi — Wm- 1 ) = 

F 
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where 

^m-1 Hence the sum may be 

written n 

2 (u m +iv m ){<f>'(r m )+if(rj}(t m -t m _ i). (2) 

m-1 

Since all the functions concerned are continuous (and therefore 
uniformly continuous), we can, given e, find 8 so that 

for every m, provided that each | < §■ Also 

2 e (^m *m-l) = e (?B 
m=-1 

It follows that, as e and 8 tend to zero, 

m~ l 

tends to the same limit as 

n 

2 «(*». VmWVmW 

m = l 

viz. to the limit [ u{<j>(t),ip(t )}<{>' (t) dt. 

*A 

Similarly the other terms of (2) tend to limits, and we find that 
the whole sum tends to the limit 
la 

J (u+iv){<t>'{t)+i^'(t)} dt, (3) 

( A 

this integral being interpreted in the obvious way as the sum 
of two real integrals, one of which is multiplied by i. 

This limit is taken as the definition of the complex integral 
of /(z) along C, and it is written 

j c /(*) dz. (4) 

In particular, the above analysis holds for any function /(z) 
which is analytic throughout a region including C. 

Some of the most obvious properties of real integrals extend 
at once to complex integrals; for example, 

j c {f( z )+ff( z )} dz = j c f(z ) dz + j c g(z) dz, 

and, if k is a constant, 

(kf(z) dz — k f f(z) dz. 
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Also, if C denotes the contour C described in the opposite 
direction, 


J c , /(*) dz — - J t . f( z ) dz - 


Examples, ( 1 ) Let f(z) — k, a constant, and let C be any curve 
joining the points z = a and 2 = 6 . Then 

2 /({■)(*»-*-_i) = * 2 i) = *(&-<*)• 

TO - 1 TO —l 

Hence J jfc dz = k(b—a). 

Since the result is independent of the particular curve G' taken, we may 
write the result as b 

J" k dz = k(b—a). 
a 

(n) Let/(c) = z, and let C be any curve joining the points z — a and 
2 = 6 . 

First take = s„. Then 


2 1) - 2' =J=-- Z »._l)- 

m 1 l/i-1 

Taking l\ m — x , the sum is 

m -1 

These sums tend to the same limit, and hence so does half their sum, via. 

J 2 WL-*!..) =• 

Hence j^zdz — 

and the integral is again independent of the path. 

(m) Calculate the integral 

dz 

> 
z 

where C is the circle with centre the origin and radius p. 

Here we can put 

x — p cos 6 = <j>(6), y = p sin 0 = 
where 6 vanes from 0 to 2-rr. Now 

<f>‘(d)+t<Ji'(0) = — psm 6 + pico&d = pxe^. 

Hence the integral is 

-it m 

j d6 = 1 

0 0 

(iv) Prove similarly that J z n dz = 0, 
where n is any integer, positive or negative, other than — 1 . 
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2.31. An inequality for complex Integrals. We may de¬ 
fine the length of the curve x = $((), y — where and 

are contmuous, to be the integral 

J [ww+wm dt, 

taken between appropriate limits. For the justification of this, 
see P.M. § 146. 

If M is the upper bound of \f(z)\ on the curve C, and L is the 
lenqth of C, then 

\\f(z)dz\-:ML 

In the first place, if F(t) is any continuous complex function 
of a real variable t, 

■ b b 

'J ' *\t)dt< j |F(<)| dt. (1) 

a 1 a 

For | 2 ,)| < 2 i*VJi(' IK —'„,-i)> 

and (1) follows on {iroceeding to the limit 

Hence, with our previous notation, 

'« i 

I J c f(z) dz j- f ( U +iv){<f,'(t)+i^'(t)} dt | 

u 

< \M[{4>’{t)f+{^(t)ndt 

u 

- ML. 

2.32. Contours. By a contour we mean a continuous curve 
consisting of a finite number of arcs of the type already con¬ 
sidered, that is to say, arcs defined by equations x---<f>(t), 
y = i/ip), where f(t) and f(t) are continuous The contour is 
closed if the end-point of the last arc is the same as the starting- 
point of the first. 

Let C be a closed contour Suppose that there is an interval 
(a,b) such that, if a <x' < 6 , the line x~ x' meets C in just 
two points, say yfx') and y 2 {x'), where y t < ?y 2 , while if x < a 
or x' > b, the line x — x' does not meet C. Suppose similarly 
that there is an interval (<*,/?), such that if at < y' < /?, the line 
y = y' meets C in just two points, say xfy') and x 2 (y'), where 
x 1 < x s , while if y' < a or y' > /?, the line y — y' does not meet C. 

Then the point {x, y) is said to be inside C if a < x < b and 
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yfx) < y < 3 /jj(x). A point not inside C or on C is said to be 
outside C. 

A contour which satisfies these conditions is called a simple 
closed contour For example, a circle, square, or ellipse in any 
position is a simple closed co"ntour. The definition of ‘inside’ 
and ‘outside’ which we have given may strike the reader as 
unnecessarily elaborate, and the class of curves considered un¬ 
necessarily restricted But the general study of questions of this 
kind is not quite so easy as might be supposed, and we regard 
it as outside our scope It forms the subject known as 'analysis 
situs’, and is dealt with, for example, in Watson’s Complex 
Integration and Cauchy's Theorem On the other hand, the 
reader who prefers to ignore our explanations and trust to 
geometrical intuition will find that ho gets on perfectly well. 

We can extend the class of contours to which our theorems 
apply by addition' and ‘subtraction’ of simple closed contours. 
Suppose that C and C arc two simple closed contours having 
one or more arcs m common, but lying outside each other. We 
form a new' closed contour C" by deleting the common boundary 
The interior of C" consists of the interiors of C and C, together 
with points on the deleted boundary Similarly, if all points 
inside <?' are also inside C\ we form a new closed contour C", 
the interior of which consists of points inside C but outside C. 

A closed contour of this kind which is often useful is formed 
by the semi-circles \z\ -= p, Izj — R (0 <p<B), in the upper 
half-plane, joined by intervals of the real axis 

Still more complicated contours can be introduced by further 
additions; for example, add the contour just described to its 
reflection in the real axis, and delete the common boundary 
from z — — It to z — ■ — p We obtain a closed contour w r ith a 
definite inside and outside The outside consists of the regions 
|z| < p and |z| > R In describing the contour, the interval from 
z~ptoz=R is described twice in opposite directions. 

2.33. Cauchy’s theorem. The keystone of the theory of 
analytic functions is the following theorem of Cauchy: 

If a function f{z) is analytic and one-valued inside and on a 
simple closed contour C, then 
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To prove this, we divide up the region inside C into a large 
number of small parts by a network of lines parallel to the 
real and imaginary axes. Suppose that this divides the inside 
of C into a number of squares, C v . , C M say, and a number of 
irregular regions, D v , D y say, parts of whose boundaries are 
parts of C. Then 

\J{Z) dz= f f f(z) dz + fj f(z) dz , (1) 

J1 m -1 J 71 1 *'n 


where each contour is described in the positive (anti-clockwise) 
direction.'-' Consider, for example, two squares A BCD and DCEF 
with a common side CD The side CD is described from C to 
D in the first square, and from D to C in the second Hence 
the two integrals along CD cancel. So all the integrals cancel, 
except those which form part of C itself, since these are described 
once only. This proves (1). 

We now use the fact that f(z) is analytic at every point. This 
means th^t, if z 0 is any point inside or on C, then 

i /<*)-/<*») 

! z—z n 


-f'(Z 0 )\<€ 


provided that 0 < \z—z 0 \ < 8 = S(z 0 ); i e if |z— z 0 \ 
\f(z)-f(z 0 )-(z-z 0 )f'(z 0 )\ ^ e |z-z 0 l 


< 8 , 


( 2 ) 


If we consider any particular region C m or D„ in the above 
construction, it is evident that we can choose its sides so small 
that (2) is satisfied if z 0 is a given point of the region, and z any 
other point. It is not, however, immediately obvious that we 
can choose the whole network so that the conditions are satisfied 
in all the partial regions at the same time We shall prove that 
this is actually possible. 

Having given e, we can choose the network in such a way that, 
in every partial region C m or D n , there is a point z 0 such that 
(2) holds for every z in this region. 

This means, substantially, that the function is uniformly 
differentiable throughout the intenor of C. 

Let us assume for the moment that this is true. Consider one 
of the squares C m , of side l m . Here, by (2), 

f(z) =f{zo)+(z-z 0 )f'(z 0 )+<f>{z), 


where 
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Hence 

j c J(z) dz = j c ~ {f(z 0 )+(z-z 0 )f'(z 0 )} dz + <f>(z) dz. 

The first integral on,the right is zero, by § 2.3, examples (i) and 
(ii). Also, by § 2.31, 

| j Cm <f>(z) dz , < c\ / 2Z m .4Z m , 

since |z—z 0 | < V2 l m , and the length of C m is 4 l m . 

In the case of one of the irregular regions D n , the length is 
not greater than 4tl n -\-s„, where a n is the length of the curved 
part of the boundary. Hence 

\j D ^(z) dzj < W2Z„(4i„4-«„). 

Adding all the parts, we obtain 

j j c /(2) dz \< 4V2£ 2 (5.+£)+«^2i 2 «„• (3) 

Now 2 (^n+^n) ^e area of a region which just includes C, 
and is therefore bounded, in fact, if (a,6;a,/3) is a rectangle 
including <7, j ( £ +/ *) <; (6 _ a)(/ g_ a) . 

Also J s n 18 the length of the contour C. Hence the right-hand 
side of (3) is less than a constant multiple of e. But the left- 
hand side is independent of e It must therefore be zero 

2.34. We have still to prove the assumption which we have 
made. This is done by the well-known process of subdivision. 
Suppose that we start with a network of parallel lines at con¬ 
stant distance l Some of the squares formed by these lines may 
contain a point z 0 with the required property. We leave these 
unchanged. The rest we subdivide by lines midway between 
the previous ones. If there still remain any parts which have 
not the required property, we subdivide them again in the same 
way. There are now a priori two possibilities The process may 
terminate after a finite number of steps, and then the result is 
obtained; or it may go on indefinitely. In the second case there 
is at least one region which we can subdivide indefinitely with¬ 
out obtaining the required result Call this region (boundary 
included) R v After the first subdivision we obtain a part R z , 
contained in R ly with the same property. So we shall have an 
infinity of regions R v R a ,. ., R n , . each contained in the pre¬ 
vious one, and for each of which (2) is impossible. 
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There is a point common to all the regions R„, and, since 
the dimensions of R„ decrease indefinitely, \z—z 0 \ <S if n is 
sufficiently large (say n > n 0 ) and z is in R n . But/(z) is analytic 
at z 0 . Hence (2) holds with this z 0 in R n , if n > n 0 . We have 
thus arrived at a contradiction, and so proved the theorem. 

2.35. Cauchy’s theorem may obviously be extended at once 
to a closed contour of any of the types defined in § 2.32. It 
may also be expressed in slightly different forms Suppose, for 
example, that z 0 and z 1 are points connected by two different 
curves C and C' such that C, and C' reversed, together make 
up a simple closed contour, or a closed contour of one of the 
other types described in § 2 32. Let/(z) be a function analytic 
in the whole region between C and C", and on the curves them¬ 
selves. Then Cauchy’s theorem obviously gives 

j c f(z) dz = j c J(z) dz. (1) 

Suppose again that C is a simple closed contour, and C' 
another simple closed contour lying entirely inside C Let f(z) 
be analytic and one-valued at all points in the ring-shaped 
region between C and C". Then 

j c f(*)dz = j c „f(z)dz. (2) 

For we can join C to C by a straight line /, parallel, say, to 
the real axis. Then the region between C and C' , cut by /, is the 
inside of a closed contour F, formed by C described positively, 
C negatively, and l described twice in opposite directions Now 

J r /(z) dz = j c f(z) dz - j ( J(z) dz + \J(z) dz - j’/(z) dz. 

Since the integral round F is zero, the result follows 

A similar result holds if there are any finite number of con¬ 
tours C, C" inside C. and f(z) is analytic in the region 
between them. Then 

j c f(z ) dz = j c ,f(z) dz + j c J(z) dz -f. . (3) 

Another important remark is that, for the truth of Cauchy’s 
theorem, it is not necessary that f(z) should be analytic on C, 
provided that it is analytic inside it and continuous up to and 
on C. For if/(z) is continuous, it can be shown that 

J c /( z ) dz = lim j c „f(z) dz, 


(4) 
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where C' is a contour inside C and tending to it. It is perhapB 
not worth while describing how this is to be done in all cases— 
if C is a circle, C' is a concentric circle, and so on. Now the 
right-hand side of (4) is zero for all positions of C' inside C. 
Hence the left-hand side is zero 

2.36. A complex integral as a function of its upper 
limit. Let f(z) be a function analytic in a region D. Let 


F(z) = J f(w) dw, 

the path of integration being any contour lying entirely inside 
D. It follows from Cauchy’s theorem that the value of F(z) 
depends on z only, and not on the particular path of integration 
taken from z 0 to z Our notation has, of course, anticipated this. 
The function F(z) is analytic in D. For 

z hSz 

F(z+8z)-F(z)= | f(w)dw, 

Z 

where (by Cauchy’s theorem) we may suppose the integral to 
be taken along the straight line from z to z-f Sz. Hence 

z+8z 

F(z+ T F(z) - f( ^ J 

z 

Since f(z) is continuous, 

\f(w)—f(z)\ < c (!«•’— 2 | < 8). 

Hence, if 0 < jSz | < 8, 


F( Z +5=)-n 2 )_ /(j , 


<e. 


This proves that F(z) is analytic, and that its derivative is /(z). 

As in the theory of functions of a real variable, we call F(z) 
the indefinite integral of/(z). 

Suppose, on the other hand, that we know an analytic function 
0(z) such that 

throughout D. Then 

l{F(z)-G(z)} = 0 . 


F(z)-0(z) = X+iY. 


Let 
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Then (as in the proof of the Cauchy-Riemann equations) 


ex 


— 0 , 


= 0 , 




8x ' 8y 8x ’ dy 

Hence X and Y are constant, i.e. F—Q is constant. Hence 

b 

jf(z)dz = G{b)-G(a). 


2.37. Integration and differentiation of complex series. 

A uniformly convergent aeries of analytic functions of a complex 
variable may be integrated term by term along any path in the 
region of uniform convergence. 

This may be proved precisely as in the case of real functions 
(using the inequality of § 2.31). 

A series of analytic functions may be differentiated term by term 
at any point inside a region where the differentiated series is 
uniformly convergent. 

This also may be proved in the same way as for real functions. 
It will, however, be superseded later (§2 8) by a much more 
useful theorem, which is a characteristic achievement of com¬ 
plex function theory, and which has no analogue in the theorems 
of Chapter I. 


2.4. Cauchy’s integral. Let f(z) be a function analytic 
inside and on a simple closed contour C Let z be any point 
inside C. Consider the function of w 


ffw) 
w—z 


This function is analytic except at w — z, where the denominator 
vanishes. Hence 


f f 

J c w-z J 


f(w) 


w- 


dw, 


where y is any other closed contour inside C and including 
w = z. Let y be the circle with centre z and radius p. Since 
f(w) is continuous, we can take p so small that 

\f(w)—f(z)\ < f 
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The first term is equal to 2 rri f(z) (§ 2.3, ex. 3). Also, by § 2.31, 
the modulus of the second term does not exceed 


- . 2vp - 2 tt€. 

P 


Hence 


f ^ W ^ dw — 2 ni f(z) i < 2ire. 

J c w-z \ 


But the left-hand side is independent of e. 
be zero. Thus , f(w) 

-- ; dw. 


It must therefore 


LL 


w- 


This is Cauchy’s integral formula. It expresses the value of f(z ) 
at any point inside C in terms of its values on C. 

2.41. The derivatives of an analytic function. Let z be 
any point inside C, and z-f -h a neighbouring point, also inside 
C Then f f(w) 

l-rri Jc w—z—h 


f(z+h) ■ 


dw. 


Subtracting the previous result from this, and dividing by h, 


/(z+A)-/(z)_ 1 




f(w) 


2vi J c (w—z){w-~z-~h) 


dw. 


( 1 ) 


When h -» 0 the integrand tends to the limit f(w)/(w—z) 2 To 
prove that we can proceed to the limit under the integral sign, 
consider the difference: 


I. 


(»>- 


/(«’) 

-z)(w—z- 


!«'- f M 

Jc (w-z) 2 

=h f — M 
Jc (“’- 


-h) 


dw 


( 2 ) 


-z) 2 {w—z—h) 

Suppose that |/(w’)| < M on C, and that the distance from z to 
C (i e. the minimum of |m>— z| as w describes (?) is 8. Let the 
length of G be L. Then if \h \ < 8, 

f(w) , I ^ ML 


L 


dw\ < 


} c (w—z) 2 (w—z—h) ~ I S 2 (S— |A | ) 

which is bounded as |A| -+ 0. Hence the right-hand side of 
(2) tends to zero with |A|. Hence, by (1), 

/(«’) 




(v’—z) 2 


dw. 


(3) 


This is Cauchy’s formula for /'(z). 
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The existence of f'(z) was, of course, our original hypothesis. 
But now that we have obtained this formula for it, we can 
repeat the above process. We have 
f'(z+h)-f(z) 


h 


?S z) = — f - - 2w 2 * . h f(w)aw 

2m Jc (w—z)\w—z—h) 3 


and we prove as before that when h -> 0 this tends to the limit 

± f M. dw. 

2m Jc (w—z) 3 

Hence f(z), the derivative of f(z), exists, and is given by the 
formula 


[ - ,{w \dw. 
2m Jc (w^-z) 3 


(iv-r-z) 3 

The argument can obviously be repeated indefinitely, hence f(z) 
has derivatives of all orders, the nth being given by the formula 




n 1 

2m 


L 


fM 


dw. 


(w—z) n+1 
This is a sort of converse of 


2.42. Morera’s theorem. 

Cauchy’8 theorem. 

If f(z) is a continuous function of z in a region D, and if the 
integral , 

J7 i*)dz 


taken round any closed contour in D is zero, then f(z) is analytic 
inside D. 

In this theorem the precise sense of the word ‘contour’ does 
not matter. The result holds even if we restrict ourselves, say, 
to convex polygons. 

Consider the function 

Z 

F(z) — f f(w) dw. 

~t> 

Its value is independent of the path of integration; and 
F( z+ h )-F(z) _f {z) ^\_ J {f{w) _j {z)}dWj 

Z 

where the path of integration may be taken to be the straight 
line. This tends to zero with h, since f(w) is continuous. Hence 
F(z) is analytic, and has the derivative f(z). But we have just 
proved that the derivative of an analytic function is analytic. 
Hence/(z) is analytic. 
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2.43. Taylor’s series. An analytic function can be ex¬ 
panded in powers of its argument by a formula similar to 
Taylor’s series for a real function. 

Suppose that f(z) is analytic on and inside a simple closed con¬ 
tour C, and let a be a point inside C. Then 

/( 2 )=/(a)+( 2 -a)/'(a) + ...+liZ^->)(a)+..., 

n' 

the scries being convergent if |z—a| < 8, where 8 is the distance 
from a to the nearest point of C. 

We start from Cauchy’s formula 


M-f- f Mac, 

2-itI J v w—z 


where we take V to be a circle with centre a and radius p < 8. 
The formula holds if z lies inside this circle, i.e. if |z —a \ < p. 
■N° w 1 1 z—a (z—a) n 

--—__L ______L_ 

w—z w—a (w—a) 2 (w— a)' 1 -* 1 ’ 

the series being uniformly convergent on F. Hence we may 
multiply by f(w)j2ni and integrate term by term round F. We 
obtain 

/(z) = -L f M du . + ^ f + 

2m Ji’ w—a 2-rn J r (w—a) 2 

+ + <^ f M t i,„+ 

2ni J r (w—a) n+1 


and, by the formulae of § 2 41, this is the desired result. It is 
sometimes known as the Cauchy-Ta^lor theorem. 

There is one difference to be noted between this proof and 
the corresponding investigation for functions of a real variable. 
In the real variable theory we obtain the first n terms of the 
expansion, and a remainder term, and a special investigation is 
required to see whether this term tends to zero. In the complex 
theory the fact that it tends to zero follows from our original 
hypotheses. This state of affairs is quite natural; for combining 
the above theorem with § 2.18, we see that the necessary and 
sufficient condition that a function should be expansible in a power 
series is that it should be analytic in a region. We cannot define 
an analytic function of a real variable except as one which 
can be expanded in a power senes. If therefore we start from 
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other hypotheses, we may expect to meet with difficulties. For 
example, the radius of convergence of the series depends on the 
extent of the region where the function is analytic; and it may 
therefore be controlled by the existence of singularities off the 
real axis, of which, if we confine ourselves to real variables, we 
can have no knowledge. 

Thus the expansion 


1 

l-j-z 2 


1— x*+x *—... 


holds for I* | < 1 only. There seems to be nothing in the nature 
of the function, considered as a function of the real variable x, 
to account for this restriction. But if we make x complex, it is 
accounted for by the fact that the function is not analytic at 
the points x = ±i 
2.5. Cauchy’s inequality. If 


n-0 

and M(r) is the upper bound of |/( 2 )| on the circle |z[ 

then |a B |r*<Jf(r) 

for all values of n. 


r, (r < H), 


For 


i*i=*• 


and the theorem of § 2 31 gives at once 


Cauchy’s inequality may also be proved as follows. Let a H 
be the conjugate of a n . Then if r < R, 

l/( z )l 8 =/( 2 )/( 2 ) = 1 a m r m e' m9 f a n r”e' n0 . 

m -0 «=0 

Both series being absolutely convergent, we may multiply by 
the usual rule (§ 1.65). The resulting series is uniformly con¬ 
vergent for 0 < 0 < 2ir, and we may therefore integrate term by 
term over this interval. On integration, all the terms for which 
vanish, and we obtain 


ilT 015 Z1T OO 

f \f(z)\ 2 de= 2<W 8n [27T 2 K|V>". 

J ™ = n j ti-0 



LIOUVTLT.E’S THEOREM 


or f |a„|V*» = 1 f |/(2)1® dB < {M(r)}K 

Jl=-0 6Tt J 

0 

The result clearly follows from this. 

Example. Show that Cauchy’s inequality reduces to an equality if, 
and only if, f(z) is a constant multiple of a power of z. 

2.51. Liouville’s theorem. A function which is analytic for 
all finite values of z, and is bounded, is a constant. 

We give two proofs of this important theorem. 

First Proof If f(z) is analytic for all finite values of z , the 
Taylor’s series M 

f(z) = J a n z n 

n= 0 

is convergent for all z. Also, if |/(z)| < M, then by Cauchy’s 
inequality \a n \ ^ Mr- 


for all values of n and r. Making r -»• oo, the right-hand side 
tends to zero if n > 0. Hence a n = 0 for n > 0, and f{z) = a 0 . 
Second Proof. If z v z 2 are any two numbers, 




= » fiW& * fi<!U 

27Tt J c z —Z 1 2771 J c z— z 2 


where C is a contour including both z 1 and z 2 . Taking C to be 
a circle with centre the origin, and radius ^R greater than |zj| or 
|z 2 |, we have 


l/(*i)—/(*«)! 


< W~ z t\M R 


The right-hand side tends to zero as R -»■ oo. Hence/(zj = /(z 2 ). 
Since this holds for all values of z x and z 2 , f(z) is a constant. 

The same result holds if the function is bounded on any 
sequence of contours tending to infinity. This is clear from 
either proof. 

2.52. The following is a more general result of the same kind. 

If f(z) is analytic for all finite values of z, and as |z| -> ao 

/(z) = 0([z|*), 
then f(z) is a polynomial of degree < k. 
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For by Cauchy’s inequality 

\a n \ < M(r)r~ n — 0(r k ~ n ), 

and the right-hand side tends to zero as r -> oo if n > k. Hence 
a n = 0 for n > k, and the result follows. 

2.53. The function A(r). Let A(r) denote the upper bound 
of the real part of f(z) on |z| = r. We next prove an inequality 
similar to Cauchy’s mequahty, but involving A(r) instead of 
M(r). 

We have | a j r „ max ( 4y4(r)) 0 }-2R{/(0)} 

for all values of n > 0 and r. 

Let z = re' 9 , and 

f(z) = 2 a„z” = u{r,0)+iv(r,6), 

n- o 

Then u(r, 8) — ]£ (<*« cos nO — /? n an n8)r" 

n 0 

The series converges uniformly with respect to 9 Hence we may 
multiply by cos v8 or sin n8 and integrate' term by term, and 
we obtain 

2 IT 2 n 

- J v(r,6)cosnd d0 — cx„r n , - J* u(r,0)s\T\7i0 dd — —-j3 n r n 

o o 

for n > 0, while ., n 

— J n(r,9) dd= a 0 
0 

277 - 

if}„)r n =~ j” u(r,0)e~' irB d8 (n > 0), 

0 

27T 

Mr,d)\de. 

0 
27T 

+ J (i u(r,B)\+u(r,0)} dd. 


Hence 


and 


Hence 



ZEROS 


$7 


Now \u\A-u is zero if u < 0 Hence if A(r) < 0 the right-hand 
side is zero. If A(r ) > 0, the right-hand side does not exceed 

~ j* 2A{r) dd iA(r). 

0 

This proves the theorem 

There are, of course, similar results involving the lower bound 
of R f(z), and the upper and lower bounds of I f(z). 

2.54. The analogue of Liouville’s theorem for A(r). If 
f(z) is analytic for all finite values of z, and A (r) is bounded as 
r -*■ oo, then f{z) is a constant If Air) < Arwhere A and k are 
constants, then f(z) is a polynomial of deyree -< k 

In the first case, it follows from the abo\e theorem that \a n \r‘ l 
is bounded as r -> go for every n ; 0 Hence a tl = 0 for n > 0 , 
and/(z) = a 0 Similarly, in the second case, a,, — 0 for w > k, and 
f(z) is of degree k 

The first part of the theorem may also l>e proved directly as 
follows Consider the function 

<f,(z) -- e lu) . 

Then \<j>{z)\ =-- e'"’-'" 1 . 

Hence, if u(r 9) < A, then 

Hence, by Lrouvrlle’s theorem, <b(z) is a constant. Hence /(z) 
is a constant. 

2.6. The zeros of an analytic function. A zero of an 
analytic function f{z) is a value of z such that f(z) = 0 If /(z) is 
analytic in the neighbourhood of z = a, then 

/(*)= i°«(z-a) n 

n-0 

for |z— a\ small enough, and if z= a is a zero, one or more 
of the coefficients a 0 , a v . . vanish. If a n = 0 for n<m, but 
a m 0 , then /(z) is said to have a zero of the mth order. Thus 
every zero is of some definite integral order—a function cannot 
have a zero of fractional order inside a region where it is analytic. 
At a zero of order m, we have 

/(«)=/'(«)=• =/<”-!>(«) = 0 , 

while f {m) {a) ^ 0. This is clear from the form of Taylor’s series. 

G 
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The zeros of an analytic function are isolated points; that is to 
say, if a function f(z) is not identically zero, and is analytic in 
a region including z—a , then there is a circle | z—a\ — p (p > 0) 
inside which f(z) has no zeros except possibly z — a itself 
The theorem may also be stated as follows - 
Let f(z) be a function analytic in a region 1), and let P v l\, 
P n , .. be a set of points haring a limit-point P inside J) Then 
if f(z) = 0 at every point P n , it follows that f(z) — 0 at all points 
of I). 

It may be supposed without loss of geneiahty that P is z — 0 
Then f(z) is analytic in a region including z — 0, and hence 


/(*)-= 1 «„£'* 
it O 

for \z\< It, say. It will be pro\ed that all tlie coefficients in 
this senes are zero If this is not so theie is a hist eoefheient 
which is not zero, say a k . Then 

/(:) --z‘K+«iu ; t ) C=l*'fl) 

If 0 sps' It, the series is convergent for z p, and so a l( p" is 
bounded, say \a n \p" K Hence 


!/(=), 


I-A 
i~l 




A’Is; A, 






--1*1* 


Ui 


A |s| | 
pHp— i-Dl ’ 


and the right-hand side is jiositive if |c) is sufficiently small, 
except at the point 2 — 0 itself This contradicts the hypothesis 
that f(z) has zeros arbitrarily near to, but not coincident with, 
2 = 0. Hence in fact all the coefficients vanish. Hence f(z) 0 
inside the circle of convergence of the above series 

We can now, however, repeat the process, starting from any 
point inside this circle; for the data now hold for any such point, 
by what has just been proved.* In this w'ay the result may be 
extended to any point interior to D. 

2.61. The theorem has the following obvious corollaries: 

(i) If a function is analytic m a region, and vanishes at all 
points of any smaller region included in the given region, or 
along any arc of a continuous curve in the region, then it must 
vanish identically. 


* For a moro detailed discussion o£ such chains of circles soo Ch. IV. 
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LAURENT .SERIES 
( 11 ) If two functions aie analytic tn a region, and have the 
same value at an infinity of points which have a linut-point in 
the region, then they must be equal throughout the region. 

Examples. ( 1 ) The fund ion sin: has zeros of the tiist order at tho 
points s -= 0, -I tt , 4 2w, , and no other zeros. [The fonnula 
[sin(» hi'/)| - v'(sin 2 x-rSinh-y), 

l’.M. § 233, ox 2, shows that sin : has these zeros and no otlieis ] 

(u) Tho function cos z has zeros of tho first order at z l Itt, •_ _’tt, , 

arid no other zeros 

(m) If /(:) and r/(z) aio botfi analytic filiations in a region 1), and 
f(z)g(z) - 0 in IJ, tficn either/(:) 0 f hrouahout I), or<7(i) <1 through- 

out D. 

2.7. Laurent series. Let f(z) be a function analytic in the 
ring-shaped region betiveen two concentric circles C and C' , of 
radii R and R' (R' < R ), and centre a, and on the circles them¬ 
selves 

Then f{z) can be expanded in a series of positive and negative 
powers of z—a, convergent at all points of Ilia ring-shaped region. 

We must remind the reader that all functions considered here 
are one-valued This assumption excludes certain functions, any 
one value of which is analytic at all points of the ring Consider, 
for example, the function __ 

where p is real This is analytic except possibly at; — 0 Now, 
if z — re‘ 9 , ^ rPc ,„e 

As we pass round a circle with centre the origin, starting at 
0 - 0, say,/(c) changes from r>‘ to and so does not return 

to its original value unless p is an integer 

To prove the theorem, let z be a point of the ring, and con¬ 
sider the integral 

taken round the outer circle C in the positive direction, then 
along a radius vector (which w'e may suppose does not pass 
through z) to the inner circle C', then round C in the negative 
direction, then back along the radius vector to the starting- 
point. This is a closed contour to which we may apply our 
previous results—the fact that part of it is described twice does 
not affect any of the arguments. The value of the integral is 
therefore f(z). 


I f rfT 
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Since f{z) is one-valued, the two integrals along the radius 
vector joining the oircles cancel, and we obtain 


w= I[Mk-' f 

2m Jc w — z 277-t J c - 



w—z 


where now each integral is taken m the positive direction. As 
in the proof of the Cauchy-Taylor theorem 


1 

2m 


L 


/(«’) 

W~Z 


du' — ^ a„(z—a) tt , 
11 -0 


where 



/(«’) 

(iv— a)"- 11 


(I w. 


In this case, however, ci n is not in general equal to f u,) (a)/n\ 
since f(z) is not necessarily analytic throughout the interior of C. 
Again 

11 w—n , f (?r— a) n ~ l , 

z—w z—a (z—a)- ^ 1 (z—a)' 1 1 


this series being uniformly convergent on C. Hence 


1 

2ni 


L 


/(»■) 

w—z 



1 

2m 



w) die -p 


+ 


(z—a)' 1 



(«•— a) l, - 1 f(ie) dw -f 


2 


n = l 


K 

(z—a) n 


where &„==-— f («’—o)'‘ _1 /(«') die. 

27rt J c . 

These two series together form Laurent’s expansion. They may 
be written together in the form 


/(*)= I a n (z-a) n , 

fl = — 00 

where a — — f ——- dw 

n 2m J (w—a) n+1 

for all values of n, the integral being taken round any simple 
closed contour which passes round the ring. 

In the particular case where/(z) is analytic inside C, all the 
coefficients b n are zero (by Cauchy’s theorem), and the series 
reduces to Taylor’s series. 

Notice that the series of positive powers of z—a converges, 
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not merely in the ring, but everywhere inside the circle C. 
Similarly the series of negative powers converges everywhere 
outside C. 


Examples. (i) Show that 

OO 

eh" h - £ 17,2", 

2 IT 

n n - ~ | on 

» 7 T J 


where 


( 11 ) Show tliat, if c z 0 , 


e J «.-■ 

n- — *- 


_ i r ? 

where a n — 1 — | ( cti-n*n , Mn 0( 1 — cos#) — n8\ fid 


2.71. Isolated singularities of an analytic function. 

Suppose that a function f(z) is analytic throughout the neigh¬ 
bourhood of a point a, say for \z—a ■ ; R, excejit at the point 
a itself Then the point a is called .111 isolated singularity of 
the function. 

Suppose that f(z) is one-valued We mat then expand f(z) in 
a Laurent series of powers of z -a. and the inner circle C of 
§27 may be taken as small as we please Thus 

/(*)— I «,(*-«)"-*- 2 b ll {z-a) n (0< \z—a | < R). 

n 0 7i l 

There are now’ three possible cases All the coefficients b n 
may be zero. The function f(z) is then equal to a function 
analytic for \z—a\ < R, except at the point a, for example, we 
might define f(z) to be 1 except at z~ a, and /(a) — 0. This is 
a rather artificial sort of singularity, and of no further interest 
in the theory. 

Secondly, the series of negative powers of z—a may contain 
a finite number of terms only Then f(z) is said to have a pole 
at the point z = a. If b m is the last coefficient which does not 
vanish, then 

00 m 

/(=)= IK(z-a)- n , 

n^O n-1 

and the pole is said to be of order m, or to be a simple, double,... 
pole m the cases m — 1,2,.... 
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If f(z) has n pole of order m, then plainly (z—a) m J(z) is 
analytic and not zero at z - a. Hence also 

* {Z) _= (z-a)‘‘‘f(z) 
is analytic and not zero at z — a Hence 


1 

m 


(z-aY'^z), 


so that 1 jf(z) has a zero of order m at z — a. 

Conversely, a similar argument shows that, if /(:) has a zero 
of order m, then 1 'f(z) h.is a pole of order m 
The iimte series 

m 

%b,Xz-a) » 

n- \ 


is called the pnnripnl pail of f(z) at z - a 

If f(z) has a pale at z -- a, then \J(z)• - x as z - a For 


1 W I 7il I 

2 M~■ =-«. "!iM ; " 

’« i 1 -1 

, in —1 . 

> |6 W - 2 imi=- . 

* n 1 ’ 

and the expression m brackets tends to so that the w hole 
tends to infinity—in fact the function is dominated by the last 
term in the principal part 

If f(z) — 0(\z—a\~ K ) as \z—a\ -> 0, the singularity i s at most a 
pole of order k; in parliculai, if f(z) —- 0(1), there is no singularity 
(except of the trivial type first mentioned) 

An argument similar to that of § 2.52, but with and r 
tending to 0, shows that b„ — 0 for n k. Again it is clearly 
sufficient that the data should hold on a sequence of contours 
tending to 0. 

Examples, (l) The functions cot s and msec ; have simple jioles nt 
the points z — 0, ±7r, ±27 t , . 

(ii) The functions tan; and sec; linvo simple poles at the points 
2 = ±iw. ±571. ... 

(in) Find the poles of 

_1_ _1_ 

Bin;±sin«’ cos; ±cohm ’ 

(iv) The function cosec has one double pole and an infinity of simple 
poles. 
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(v) Find tho poles of the functions 

1 1 1 

z*+l' z«+l’ z t + 2z*+l‘ 


2 . 72 . Essential singularities. The third possibility is that 
in the expansion of f(z) in powers of z—n, the series of nega¬ 
tive powers may not terminate. The point z = a is then called 
an essential singularity of f(z). In this case 


J «„<*-«)-+ 2 ( ^. 

n-0 n = 1 ' ' 

where the last series does not terminate, but is convergent for 
all values of z except 2 — a 

The complicated behaviour of a function in the neighbour¬ 
hood of an essential singularity is shown by the following 
theorem of Weierstrass 

Given any positive numbeis p. e. and any number c, there is 
a point z m the circle z — a' < p at which f(z)—c\ < e 

That is to say, f(z) tends to any given limit as z tends to a 
through a suitable sequence of values 

We begin by proving that, if p and M are any positive num¬ 
bers, then there are values of 2 m the circle |z— a\ < p at which 
|/(z)| M. If this is not true, then |/(z)| M for |z— a\ <p 
Hence, if the radius of C is R ', 


|6„| ~ — I ( ir—a) n - 1 f(u , )dw < 31R 

1 2tti J c . 

Iiy § 2.31 This holds for all positive values of n and R\ and, 
making R' -> 0, we see that b„ — 0 for n 1. Hence there is 
no essential singularity, contrary to hypothesis 

Now' consider any finite value of c. If f(z) —c has zeros inside 
every circle jz—a| p, the result follows at once. If not, we 
can choose p so small that/(z)—c has no zero for jz— a \ < p. 


Then 




1 


is regular for |z—a| < p, except at z — a. The point 2 — a is an 
essential singularity of for 

nz) =W) +c ' 
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and if f(z) had a polo, f(z) would be analytic, while, if <j>(z) 
were analytic, f(z) would be analytic or have a pole. 

It now follows from the first part that there is a point z in 
the circle \z—a \ < p such that 

e 

ie. \f(z)—c\<e, 

and this is the result stated 

This theorem distinguishes clearly between poles and essential 
singularities While at a pole f(z) tends to infinity, at an 
essential singularity f(z) has no unique limiting value, and in 
fact comes arbitrarily near to any assigned value an infinity 
of times. 

Examples. ( 1 ) The functions 

, 1 1 

e‘ sm-, on.-.- 

have isolated essential singularities at z 0 

(n) The function cosee(l/t) has a singularity at z 0, but it is not 
an isolated singularity, being the limit-point of the poles at the points 
z — l/(mr) We call such a point an essential singularity also 

(m) The function <■' • actually takes every value except 0 an infinity 
of tunes in the neighbourhood of c - 0, and it tends to the limit 0 as 
z -> 0 along the negative leal axis 

2.73. The ‘point at infinity’. We may consider ‘infinity’ 
as a point by making the substitution z - J/»•. Then the be¬ 
haviour of f(z) ‘at infinity’ depends on the behaviour of /(l/«') 
at w — 0 We say that f(z) is analytic, has a simple pole, etc , 
at infinity, if /( 1/w) has the same property at m> =■-- 0 Thus 
/(z) — z 2 has a double pole at infinity 

A function which is analytic everywhere, including infinity, is 
a constant For by Laurent’s theorem, since f(z) is regular for 
all finite values of z, 

j{z) -- 2 «» 2 "> 

n 0 

4 ^)- 3 - 

v 7 no 

Since /(1/m;) is regular at w — 0, a n = 0 for n = 1, 2,. so that 
/(*) = a n . 
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A function which has no singularities other than poles is a 
rational function. 

In the first place, there can only be a finite number of such 
poles; otherwise the poles would have a limit-point either at a 
finite point or at infinity, and at such a limit-point the function 
would not be analytic or have a pole, contrary to hypothesis. 

Suppose, then, that the poles of f(z) at finite points are at 
a, b, . , k, with multiplicities a, jS , . ,k Then 

9 (~) =/(z)(z—■“)“•• (z—*)" 

is analytic except at infinity, where it has at most a pole. 
Hence x 

g(z) = 2 a » 2 ”> 

71=0 

00 

g(l/w)= 2 a n w ~ n ■ 

n-0 

Since the singularity of < 7 ( 1 /w) at the origm, if there is one, is 
a pole, this series must terminate, i.e. g{z) is a polynomial. 
Hence f(z) is the quotient of two polynomials, i e a rational 
function. 

Conversely, a rational function has no singularities other than 
poles. 

2.8. Uniformly convergent series of analytic functions. 

Suppose that 

(l) each member of a sequence of functions 

is analytic insule a region D, 

(n) the series x 

2 w„( 2 ) 

n 1 

is uniformly convergent throughout every region D' interior to D. 

Then the function x 

f(z) = 2 u n (z) 
n 

is analytic inside D, and all its derivatives may be calculated by 
term-by-term differentiation. 

Let C be a simple closed contour lying entirely inside D, and 
let z be a point inside C. 
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If we knew already that f(z) was an analytic function, wo 
should have 

i <» jf*/ \ 

(i) 


/<*) = J- f du,. 

2m J c w—z 


Actually we obtain this result from our data, and then use it 
to prove that f(z) is analytic. 

We have , - ,,, 

= f '-W i* 

2m J r w—z 

for each function u n (z) Hence 

But, since 2 u ,X ir ) ' s uniformly convergent on C, we may 
multiply by lj(w—z) and integrate term by term Thus 


f I f 

JC’l ^ = I ^ Jc W — Z 


and we obtain 


/(z) =-= 


JL f ( y > 
2m J c \ ^ ?r —2 j 


(hr = 



/(«’) 
?/> — s 


i/m\ 


i e. we have pioved (1). 

We can now deduce from (1), as in § 2 41, that f(z) has a 
derivative f'(z), given by the formula 



f(w) 

(w-z) 2 


dw 


In this case the boundedness of f(z) follows from the uniform 
convergence of the series. Hence f(z) is analytic. 

Also 

2m (w—z) 2 2m Jc " ( w—z )- 


-UL 


U n (w) 

(w—z) 2 


dw = J <(z), 

n-l 


using the uniformity of convergence again. Hence the series 
may be differentiated term by term. Also the differentiated 
series is uniformly convergent in any region interior to D. For 
if D' is such a region, we can suppose that the curve C includes 
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D' in its interior, and that the least distance of points of U from 
C is 8. Then for any point z of D' 


N‘ 

1 * 

n N 






(«’) 


dw 




2w8 s ’ 


(mi —z) 2 | 

where 1 is the length of C, and « the maximum modulus of 

X U n^ W ) 


on C. Since the l ight-hand side is independent of z, and tends 
to zero when N and -V' tend independently to infinity, the 
result follows. 

The whole process may now be repeated, starting from the 
differentiated series, and the general result thus follows. 

The theorem, in a slightly different form, is known as ‘Weier- 
strass’s double-series theorem’ * 


2.81. Remarks on the above theorem. 

(i) We have already pointed out (§ 2 37) the contrast between 
the conditions for term-by-term differentiation of real series, 
and of series of analytic functions In the case of real series, we 
have to assume that the differentiated series is uniformly con¬ 
vergent. In the above theorem no such assumption is necessary; 
actually the differentiated series is uniformly convergent, but 
this is one of the conclusions of the theorem. 

(li) If we merely assumed that the given series was uniformly 
convergent on a certain closed curve C, we could prove as before 
that /(z) was analytic at all points inside C, 

(lii) Even if we assume that each u„(z) is analytic on the 
boundary of D, and that the series is uniformly convergent on 
the boundary, we cannot prove that f(z) is analytic on the 
boundary, or that the differentiated series converges on the 
boundary. Consider, for example, the series 



n=i 


This is uniformly convergent for [z| ^ 1; but the differentiated 

* Sec Knopp’s Infinite Seneti, § 60. 
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series is not uniformly convergent in the neighbourhood of 
8 = 1, nor is the function represented by the series analytic 
at 2 = 1. In fact 


m - - 


log(l—2) 


(iv) The theorem may be stated as a theorem on sequences 
of functions: if f H (z) is analytic in T> for each value of w, and 
tends to f(z) uniformly in any region interior to D , then f(z) is 
analytic inside D, and f' n (z) tends to f'(z) uniformly in any 
region interior to D. 

00 

Examples, (i) The function £(s) — 2 n~* is analytic foi R (a) > 1. 

n 1 

[For the series is uniformly convergent in any finite region to the right, 
of R(«) = 1, see § 1 21, example.] 

(u) We have, for R(s) > 1, 

£'(*) = — 2 n-'k>gn, 
n-2 


00 

and generally £ al («) = (— 1 )* £ n~‘ log*n 

?i - 2 

(m) In -what region does the series 


2 
T1 1 


sin nz 
2 "~ 


represent an analytic function ? 
(iv) The series 


2 


n=1 


Bin nz 
n l 


is uniformly convergent on the real axis, but not in any region of the 
z-pl&ne; bo we can deduce nothing about the analytic character of the 
function which it represents. 


2.82. Another proof of the theorem. We can also deduce 
Weierstrass’s theorem from Morera’s theorem (§ 2.42). For, 
since 2 u n ( z ) * 8 uniformly convergent, we may integrate it term 
by term round any contour C. Thus 


! c f(z)dz=fj c u n (z)dz. 

But, since each u n (z) is analytic, every term on the right is 
zero. Hence r 

J c /(2)dz = 0. 

Hence, by Morera’s theorem, f(z) is analytic. 
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2.83. Definition of analytic functions by means of in¬ 
tegrals. Let f(z, w) be a continuous function of the complex 
variables z and w, where z ranges over a region D, and w lies on 
a contour C. Let f(z, w) be an analytic function of z in D, for 
every value of w on C. Then 


F(z) — j c J(z,w) dw 


is an analytic function of z in D\ and 

and similarly for higher derivatives 

We may suppose that the contour C consists of a single 
regular curve, on which w — tt + ir, u = u(t), v — v(t), t 0 ^ t < t v 
and u'(t) and v'(t) are continuous. 

Lot T he a contour lying in D, on which z — x+iy, x = x(s), 
y y{s), s 0 <s^ «j, and x'(s) and y'(s) are continuous. Let £ he 
a point inside F. Then 



We may invert the order of these two integrations For we can 
express each of these complex integrals as a sum of real in¬ 
tegrals, as in § 2 3, and we clearly obtain an expression of the 
form ,, ,, 

Jrf< J {<f>(s,t)+i4>(s,t)}ds, 

ft 9j 

where <f> and </i are real continuous functions of s and i Now 
we know that a repeated integral of this type mav be inverted 
(§181) Hence 

- 

2 m J r 2-4 

Thus F(z) satisfies Cauchy 'b integral formula, and from thiB point 
the proof that F(z) is analytic, and that we can differentiate 
under the integral sign, proceeds as in the theorem on uniformly 
convergent series. 
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Examples, (i) 11/(1) is continuous in (a, b), then 
h i' 

F(z) = J cos ztf(t) dt, O(z) - J si i\ztj(t) 

a u 

ail) analytic functions for all finite vuluos of 
(n) Under the same conditions 


dt 


h 



a 


is analytic, except possibly when z is mil and lies in the inteival («, ft). 


2.84. Infinite integrals. Let C be a contour going io infinity, 
any bounded part of which is regular. Suppose that the conditions 
of the previous theorem are satisfied on any bounded part of 6', 
and that 

J c /(3. W ) dw 

is uniformly convergent. Then the results oj the previous theorem 
still hold 

Let C n be the part of C inside the circle |s| — n, and let 


F n( z ) = j c J( z > w ) dw. 

Then F n {z) is analytic for every n, by the theorem on finite 
integrals. Also ^ „ m 

uniformly as n -*■ oo. Hence, by the theorem on uniformly con¬ 
vergent sequences, F(z) is analytic. Finally 


F'{z) = lim F' n (z) — lim f ?£dw-= | ‘/dm. 

Tt-roo n-s® Jc.CZ J c 

2.85. Infinite integrals of the second kind. There is a 
similar theorem for the case of a finite contour C, at one end 
of which f(z, w)-+oo. Such an integral represents an analytic 
function, provided that the convergence of the integral is uni¬ 
form The formal statement and the proof are practically the 
same as those of the previous theorem. 


Examples, (i) The function 


00 

T(s) - J e "•w , ~ x dw 

o 

is an analytic function for R(z) > 0 [The uniform convergence of this 
integral has been discussed in § 1.51, ex. (l). It converges uniformly in 
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any finite region in which R (z) o ,» 0; and any point at which 
R(z> 0 is an internal poult of such a region.] 

(u) In wliat regions do the integrals 

O0 CO 00 

J w ‘ 

0 0 II 

represent analytic functions ? 

(in) The integral <*, 

r— d, 

j w 

0 

converges uniformly in certain intervals of real values of z. hut not m 
any l eqttm : so we cannot deduce any thing about the analytic character 
of the function which it represents. 

2.9. Remark on Laurent series. Suppose that we have 
obtained in any manner, or as the definition of f(z), the formula 

fit) = Z A n {:-a)* (R' < \z\ < R). 

n * 

Is the series necessarily identical with the Laurent series of 
/(z)’ Yes, for if C is the circle iz—n. — p, R' < p < R, the 
Laurent coefficient a„ is 



by uniform convergence, and the right-hand side is A n , by § 2 3, 
exs. (in) and (iv) 



J* e dw. 



CHAPTER III 

RESIDUES, CONTOUR INTEGRATION, ZEROS 

3.1. The residue at a singularity. We know (§ 2.71) that, 
in the neighbourhood of an isolated singularity z=a, a one- 
valued analytic function J(z) may be expanded in the form 

f(z) = f a n (z—a) n + f b n (z—a)~ n . 

»*o n~l 

The coefficient b x is of particular importance, and is ealled the 
residue of f(z) at the point z = a. By the formulae of Laurent’s 
expansion, 

*1 = 

where y is any circle with centre z = a, winch excludes all other 
singularities of the function. 

It is easily seen that, if z = a is a simple pole, 

b x = lim(z—a)/(z). 

Z—+CI 

3.11. The theorem of residues. Let f(z) be one-mlucd arid 
analytic inside and on a simple closed contour (', except at a find' 
number of singularities z x , z 2 ,...,z„ Let the residues of f(z) at tin se 
points be R v R 2 ,...,R n . Then 

^ c f( z )dz = '2TTi(R x -\ r R 2 - l r ..-\-R n ) 

Let y v y 2 ,...,y„ be circles with centres z } , z 2 , ,,z„, and radii so 
small that they lie entirely inside C and do not overlap Then 
f(z) is analytic in the region between C and these circles, so 
that, by Cauchy’s theorem (see § 2 35), 

J c /(z) dz = j yi /(z) dz+..+ \ y J(z) dz. 

But J f(z)dz— 2 itiR 1 , 

etc , and the result follows. 

3.12. Contour integration. The theorem of residues may 
be used to evaluate a large number of real definite integrals. 
To do this we take a contour, part of which consists of the real 
axis, and the remaining part of which is usually made to tend 
to infinity. The process is called contour integration. It is best 
made clear by means of examples. 
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3.121. It is well known that 

Xt 

C dx _ -n 

J 1+x 2 _ 2' 

0 

'I'o prove this by contour integration, consider the integral 

/• dz 

J I+z 2 

taken round the contour consisting of the real avis from — R 
to R, with a semi-circle, on this line as diameter, above it. Since 

\ =l( 1 

1 + z 2 2t \z—i z-j-i)’ 

the integrand has a pole at z — %, which is inside the contour if 
R > J, with residue 1 j‘2i. Hence, by the theorem of residues, the 
integral is equal to n. 

Now, on the semicircle, J1 -f -z l \ > R 2 — 1, so that the integral 
round the semicircle does not exceed 

ttR 

R 2 ~l ’ 

and so it tends to zero as i? oc. Hence 


n 

y f dx 

hm —- , = tt. 

/i-« J 1+x 2 

-R 

Since the integrand is an even function, the result now follows. 

The integral of any even rational function which behaves 
suitably at infinity can be evaluated in a similar way. 

Of course we know the indefinite integral of 1/(1-f-x 2 ), viz. 
arc tan x, and can evaluate the integral from this. The method 
shows to better advantage in cases where we do not know the 
indefinite integral. 

3.122. It has been shown in § 1.76 that 

f 

J x 2 

o 

To prove this by contour integration, consider the integral 

H 
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taken round the contour consisting of the real axis from z — p 
to 2 = i?. where 0 < p < R. a semicircle F of radius R above 
the real axis, the real axis again from —R to — p ; and finally 
a semicircle y of radius p above the real axis. Wo take p small 
and R large. The small semicircle is necessary to avoid the 
singularity of the integrand at z — 0 , and the large semicircle 
is necessary to close up the contour. 

The function e' : jz has no singularity inside the contour, and 
the value of the integral is therefore zero Thus 


f[ C,h + pj' r 'ir+ C C* 


0 . 


P -It 

'Phc two integrals along the real axis are together equal to 
i: n 

C f" —c ,x f sin .r , 

I - <h 2? di 

J J * 

i> p 

The integral along V tends to 0 when R -* a For 

7T 7T 

j” <lz | ( <K>'\ dd\ J' c - It,]() 
u ^ u 

b TT d 7T 

■v I" dd + j" e * M, ‘ 6 dp j* rftf 2?> • ne rt 'V 

0 S rr & 

Wo first take 8 arbitrarily small, and then, having fixed 8 , the 
second term may be made as small as we please by choosing 
R sufficiently large. Hence the integral along F tends to 0. 
Finally, „ „ , 

' * + -> 

J y Jy *- Jy 

The integrand in the last integral is bounded as p -> 0 , and so, 
by § 2 31, the integral tends to zero. Also 


It J 


i d6 


in 


Hence, making p (( and R ->■ to, wc obtain 


2 i 


dx —in 0 


and the result follows. 
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Notice that the integral in the negative direction round the 
semicircle y tends to — tV into the residue at z = 0 . It is easily 
verified that this is true of any simple pole, but not of a pole 
of higher order. 

Notice also that we do not consider the integral 

f™ 2 * 

because the integrand does not behave suitably at infinity. 
3.123. If0<a< 1 , 


n . 

J l-fz sinan 

i) 

Consider the integral 



taken along the real axis from z — p to z — R\ then in the 
positive direction along the circle T with centre the origin and 
radius R, then back along the real axis to z—-p\ and finally 
round the circle y with centre the origin and radius p in the 
negative direction This is a closed contour which excludes 
the origin. It is necessary to do so, because the function is 
not one-valued in a region which includes the origin, so that 
the theorem of residues would not apply to such a contour. 
The many-valued function 3 a_1 is taken to be real on the first 
part of the contour. It is then given at all other points by the 
formula , where 0 6 ^ 2n. 

•There is one pole inside the contour, at z— — 1 , the residue 
there being e <0 ~ 1,ITr . Hence 


f J ":‘ rfx + f 2 C * + f ,,, + r =»-■ ih 
J l + » Jl'l+S J 1+X J v l + 5 

P H 

= 2 iri 

The two integrals along the real axis together give 


R R 

(l_ e 2ur< a -i)) f ^ dx ~-‘2ie" ,n »mttTT f X 

J 1+2 J 1 


•a -1 

- dx. 


1+2 
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The other two integrals tend to 0. For on T 


so that 


If £:‘ 

IJr 1+2 


r a -1 


l+Z 


dz 


< 


R a ~' 
R-l’ 

V «-l 

. 2tR 


2nJl' 1 


R-l - R-l’ 

which tends to zero since a < 1. Similarly 


r 2(1-1 

Jy 1+ 2 


dz 


2 Ttp a 

y-? 


ly 1+ 2 

which tends to zero since a > 0. The result therefoie follows on 
making R -> oo and p -> 0. 

3.124. The above result has an application to the theory of 
the T-function. Putting y = 1— x in § 1 86 (4), we have 


i»r(i-z) 


00 

f u ~ x 

~ J 


du 


sm(l— x)tt’ 


or 


n*)r(i-*) = —- 

sma"77 


where 0 < x < 1. 

3.125. For n — 0, 1 , 2 ,... 

oO 

J x n e~ xi sin x i dx — 0. 

o 

Putting x — l*, the integral becomes 


J t inJri e~h 


_, sin t dt. 


Consider the integral 


j Z in+3 e (i-l-)z fa 

taken along the real axis from 0 to R, then along a quadrant 
of a circle of radius R to the positive imaginary axis, and then 
back to the origin along the imaginary axis. On the arc of 


the circle 


| e (i-l)»! _ e -RootO-RelnB ^ g--R ( 


so that | J” z in+3 e ({ - 1)2 dz ^ lnR in+i e~ R -> 0. 
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107 


CO 00 * 

Hence J jAn+a^t-vx j x _ j‘ ({y)«><+3 e (i-ix'i/j jy _ o, 

o 0 

or, re})lacing y by £ in the last integral, 

CO 

J a 4 " c-") r/r —- 0, 

0 

and the result follows. 

3.126. //r,> 0, t/tera 

c ft* 

J f ^ -r- 1 («> 1 )- 

2th J 2 ” 0 (0<a<l) 

C— 

If «> 1 , i e. log a > 0 , we consider the integral round the 
contour consisting of the line from c—iR to c-\-iR, completed 
by a semicircle on the left If R is sufficiently large, this con¬ 
tour includes the pole at z — 0 , with residue 1 , and it may be 
proved as m § 3.121 that the integral round the large semi¬ 
circle tends to zero as R -*■ cc 

If a < 1, we complete the contour by a semicircle on the right. 
There is now no pole in the contour, and the second result 
follows. 


3.127. The IMunction integral. We have 


j x r> ~ 1 e~ nj 'fix — j* (a -> 0, p > 0 ). 
o 

If we could make the substitution x — it in the integral, we 
should obtain 

f (i<) p_, e _n 'h dt — 

J a» 

o 

and, multiplying by p _ hi»w and separating real and imaginary 
parts, we lint! 


J 


('- ,oos al<il = 1 » ooa ! 


sin 


a p sin 


PTT. 


( 1 ) 


0 

The ordinary rules of integration by substitution, of course, 
do not cover a ‘complex substitution’ of this kind The process is 
really an application of Cauchy’s theorem. Consider the integral 


J 3 a-Je- ni dz 
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taken round the contour consisting of the real axis from z — p 
to z — R, the arc of |z| = R to the imaginary axis, the imaginary 
axis from z — iR to z — ip, and the arc of |z| — p back to the 
starting-point. By Cauchy’s theorem, the integral round this 
contour is zero. It may be proved as in previous cases that the 
integral along \z\= p tends to 0 as p -+ 0 if p > 0 , and that 
along jz | = R tends to 0 as .R oc if p < 1 . Hence the integral 
along the imaginary axis is minus that along the real axis, and 
on evaluating it we obtain ( 1 ) again, for 0 < p < 1 . 

3.128. Occasionally we use the converse process, and deduce 
the residue from the value of the integral. 

If p is an even positive integer, the residue of tan p _1 7rz at z — \ 
is (~\) if> jTT 

The residue is equal to 

( 1 — iR x R —1/2 

s; j +/+!+/ h"'"’ 5 *' 

-» R 1-iR 1 + iR in ' 


i + t/e in ->r 

and /=/ = -/> 

i—ir -in i r 

since tun ttz is periodic with period 1. Hence the residue is 
equal to t-tft lR 

i I 


2m 


W 


tan p “ 1 7rz dz. 


Now 


tan rrz — 


-ill 1 + iR' 

l e 2iTO-2w_J — 1 ji 

1 e-‘‘ nx - 2vv 1 + l/i 




Hence as R -> oo 

\—iR 


'ttz dz -> 


ly - 1 

i) 


l+i R 

and the residue is 


J tan p-1 7 

i R 


i ziy - 1 


i (-i)i p 
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3.13. Consider the behaviour of the integral 

co 

f(t) = j e ixt - xi sin a;* dx 
o' 

as t -> oo. 

It is convenient, for reasons which will apjiear later, to liegin 
by integrating by parts. Integrating the factor e txl , the in¬ 
tegrated term vanishes at both limits, and we obtain 

oo 

/(/) = i J e lrl -^(cos x 1 — sina"*)jH dx. 

<J 

As in previous examples, we replace the circular functions by 
exponentials, and consider, instead of /(/), the function 

00 

<£(0 — i J e ,ji - ri + ul x-t dx 
Putting x - u*jt, wc obtain 

oo 

<f>(l) = H | e *“*- (1 -' )url du 
0 

Next, turn the line of integration through an angle A, i c. use 
Cauchy’s theorem as m § 3 125 We obtain 

cr> 

<f>(t) == H | e ><.-*c*o-(i- int ori el A ( i v _ 

t> 

This process is valid if the real part of the coefficient of v* is 
negative for all values of A through which the line of integration 
turns, i e. if sin 4A > 0, or A < {n. 

Actually we take A - - This has the effect of making the 
term in e _p4 tend to zeio as rapidly as possible. It gives 

oo 

<f>(t) = t-ie' wls J 
0 

When t ->• oo, this last integral, being uniformly convergent, 
tends to the limit 

QO 00 

J e -17 * dv 1 [ —* dw — Jl’(i). 

0 0 


Hence 
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QO 

Similarly, if t fi[t) — if e lxi - xi - lxi x-i dx, 

o 

wo obtain the same asymptotic formula for as for 
Hence finally 

t\ 2 2i } 

~ii 

A similar process might, of course, have been applied to the 
integral before integrating by parts. The reader may verify that 
it only leads to the result f(t) = o(< -1 ). 

3.2. Expansion of a meromorphic function. A function 
is said to be meromorplnc in a region if it is analytic in the region 
except at a finite number of poles The expression is used in 
contrast to holomorphic, which is sometimes used instead of 
analytic. 

The simplest meromorphic functions arc rational functions. 
We know that a rational function can be expressed in a simple 
way by means of partial fractions, we shall now obtain a 
similar expression for a more general class of meromorphic 
functions. 

Let f(z) be a function whose only singularities, except at 
infinity, are poles We shall suppose for simplicity that all these 
poles are simple Let them be a lt a,, ., where 

0< l«il< l«*l< l«»l< •> 

and let the residues at the poles be b v b it . . respectively. Sup¬ 
pose that there is a sequence of closed contours C,„ such that 
C„ includes a v a 2 , ..,a n , but no other poles; such that the mini¬ 
mum distance R n of C n from the origin tends to infinity with 
n, while L„, the length of C,„ is 0(R„); and such that, on C u , 
f(z) = o(R„) This last condition will be satisfied if, for example, 
f(z) is bounded on the system of contours C a taken as a whole 

Under these conditions 

/(*>=/<«>+! 

for all values of z except the poles. 
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To prove this, consider the integral 
2iri J Cm w(w—z) 


where z is a point inside C n . The integrand has poles at the 
points a m , with residues b m j{a tn (a m — z)}; at w — z, with residue 
/(z)/z; and at w — 0, with residue —/(0)/z. In particular cases 
these last two residues may of course vanish. Hence 


71 . 

^ a -(a„~z) 


On the other hand 


/(0) + /(z) 
z z 


1-^1 < 0 p , p n ma^i/(^)l» 

27rJ? n (f? n -|z|) c. 

which tends to 0 as n -*■ oc, under the conditions stated. 
Hence 


m=m- nmt *«_, 

z z ^ z) 


and the result stated follows. 

It is also obvious from the proof that the series converges 
uniformly inside any closed contour such that all the poles are 
outside it. 


3.21. We leave to the reader the modifications which are 
necessary if /(z) has poles of higher order than the first A more 
important extension can be made to functions which do not 
satisfy the condition f(z) — o(R n ) on C n . Suppose now that 
this is not satisfied, but that there is a positive integer p 
such that f(z) — 0(11%), or, more generally, f(z) = o(B% +l ), on 
C 7I . Consider the integral 


J = 1 f /(«') 

2m J c> w Pil (iv—z) 


dw. 


The calculations proceed as before, except that the residue at 

f w ( 0)1 

ip! r 




m.m 

zP ■ z p- i-r-’-r 


The integral again tends to 0 as n ->• 00 , and we obtain 


/(*) =/( 0 )H-s=T( »)+...+ 


0) 


+2 


6„z» > + 1 

a%^(z-a„y 
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or 



3.22. Application to trigonometrical functions. Con¬ 
sider the function 

/(«) == cosec z—l/z (z =£ 0), /(0) = 0. 

At the point z — rnr, where n is any positive or negative integer, 
sin-: has a simple zero, so that f(z) has a simple pole. The 
residue is 


lim (z—nrr)( cosec z — ~\ = lim- - - — Jim^ ^ ^ — (— 1)". 

z-+nn \ 2 / 5-. 0 sm(4-j-n,7r) £-,« sin 4 

But there is no singularity at z = 0. since 


2 —sin z 9(\*\*) ^0(\) 

2 sin 2 2 2 + 0 (|z| 4 ) 

Let C n be the square with comers at the points 


The function 1/z is obviously bounded on these squares. To 
prove that cosec 2 is bounded, consider separately the regions 
(l) y > It r, (ii) — in < y sC ^ n, (ui) y < — \tt. In the first region 


|cosec z | 


2; 




e‘~—e~ 


A” _ e in-’ 


and a similar result holds for the third region Also | cosec 2 1 is 
evidently bounded on the straight line joining 1(1 — i)n to 
£(1 -\-i)n, and so, since it has the period tt, on all the lines 
\i)n, (nf- i ii)rr. Hence cosec 2 is bounded on the parts 
of C n which lie m (u), and so on the whole square 
The theorem of § 3.2 therefore gives 


1 


cosec z — 
2 



the accent indicating that the term n = 0 is omitted from the 
sura. Since, when we pass from C n _ x to C n , we include the two 
poles -±_nn together, we should, in the first place, bracket the 
corresponding residues together in the sum. However, the series 
with n > 0 and n < 0 converge separately, so that the brackets 
may be omitted. 
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If we add together the terms corresponding to ±«, the 
expansion takes the form 


1 


cosec z — ~ 
z 



z 2 ' 


Examples, (i) Obtain the expansions 


and 


o V (-l)"(n + l) 
see 2 ~ 2rr > 

n=0 

00 

tan s — 2z V — * - 

1 (n + i) 2 n ! — z- 
n -o 

00 

cotz =- - +2z —--. 

2 2 2 —n 2 7T 2 


(») Obtain the corresponding expressions for the hyperbolic functions, 
(m) Prove that 


c'— 1 z 2 Z-, z 2 -t 4n 2 7r- 


(iv) Trove that cosec : 


isec 2 2 — - * 

( 2 - mtf 


3.23. Expansion of an integral function as an infinite 
product. An integral function is a function which is analytic 
for all finite values of z For example, e*, eosz. sinz, are integral 
functions, An integral function may be regarded as a generaliza¬ 
tion of a polynomial, and. just as we can extend the partial 
fraction formula to certain meromorphic functions, so we can 
extend the expression of a polynomial as a product of factors 
to certain integral functions. 

Let f(z) be an integral function of z. Suppose that it has 
simple zeros at the points cij, . In the neighbourhood of a n , 

f(z) = (z—a n )g(z) 

where g(z) is analytic and not zero. Hence 
f'(z) = I , g'(z) 

7(2) 2-«n <7(2)’ 

and the last term is analytic at a n . Hence f'(z)[f(z) has a simple 
pole at z = a n , with residue 1. 
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Suppose now that/'(z)//(z) is a function of the type considered 
in § 3.2. Then 

/'(z) = /'(0) , f ( J ±\ 

/(*) /(°) \2-«» «,,/ 

Integrating from 0 to 2 along a path not passing tlirough any 
of the poles, we obtain 

log/( 2 )-log/( 0 ) = + J |l°g( 2 —«»)—l°g(—«») + ^}- 

The values of the logarithms will depend on the path chosen; 
but when we take exponentials all ambiguity disappears, and 
we obtain . 

/(*)=/( °) e m n 

n-1 ' n 

For example, the function/(z) = smz/z satisfies our condition, 
and we obtain the well-known formula 


or 


sin 

2 


-JI ('-£)•*■ 


Similarly, cosz “ 1J {(a-jV!' 

If f'(z)/f(z) satisfies the conditions of § 3.21, we obtain for f(z) 
a product formula of the form 


f(z) =/(0)eV+ 


+ f >n 







_JL_ ?” 1 

(p t Onj+i 


3.3. Summation of certain series. The method of contour 
integration is often effective in summing series of the form 

2 /(») 

where/(z) is an analytic function of z of a fairly simple kind. 

Let C be a closed contour including the points m, wi-fl,...,n, 
and suppose that f(z) is analytic in this contour, except for poles 
at a finite number of points a v ...,a k , say simple poles with 
residues b v ...,b k . Consider the integral 

J 7T cot rrzf(z) dz. 
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The function n cot nz has in C simple poles at z = m, ?«+1,..., n, 
with, residue 1 at each pole. Hence n cot nz f(z) has the residues 
/( TO )>/( ,w +l)>"->/( w )- Including the residues due to poles of 
f(z), we find that 

J c n cot nzf(z) dz = 2t n{f(m)+f(m+l)+...+f(n)+ 

-J-fq w cot na 1 -f- • • • + b k n cot na^\. 

Suppose, for example, that f(z) is a rational function, none 
of whose poles are integers, and which is 0( |z| ~ 2 ) at infinity. 
Take the contour C to be the square with corners (n- j- 1)(± l±i). 
Then, as in §3.22, the integral round C tends to zero as n -*■ oo, 
and we have 

n 

lim J f( m ) — —n{b 1 cotna 1 -)-...-i-b / .cotna K }. 

71 —#-00 m - — N 

Similarly, by using ncosec nz instead of ncot nz, we can obtain 
expressions for sums of the form 

I (-l) m /(m). 

Consider, for example, the scries 

y _L—. 

n ~J a +”) 


Her e f(z) — l/(a+ 2 ) 3 has a double pole at z — —a. By Taylor’s 
theorem 


cot7rz = cot( — rra)-r (nz+ na){— cosec 2 ( — nv )}-\-..., 

so that the residue of cot nzj(z+a)' 1 at z— —a is — ncosechm. 
Hence 


2 


(«+«)* 


^ n 2 coscc 2 na. 


3.4. Poles and zeros of a meromorphic function. If f(z) 
is analytic inside and on a closed contour C, apart from a finite 
number of poles, and is not zero on the contour, then 


1 

2rri 



N-P 


where N is the number of zeros inside the contour (a zero of order 
m being counted m times), and P is the number of poles (a pole 
of order m being counted m times). 
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Suppose that z = a is a zero of order m. Then in the neigh 
bourhood of this point 

f(z) = (z-a) m g(z), 

where <7(2) is analytic and not zero. Hence 
/'(*) = m ,g'{z) 

~f(z) z—a ' g(zj' 


The last term is analytic at 2 = a, so that /'(z)//( z) has a simple 
pole at z = a with residue m. Hence the sum of the residues at 
the zeros of f(z) is N. 

Similarly the sum of the residues at the poles of f(z) is —P 
(we need merely change the sign of rn) 

It may be proved similarly that if <j>( 2) is analytic in and on 
C and f(z) has zeros at a v ,a m and poles at b v . , b n , then 


3.41. Jff(z) is analytic m C, then the above formula reduces to 
-al Jc f(~) 

This result can also be expressed in another way. Since 


s** Wi-fUl- 


we have jjf(z) dz "" A,; lo P 

where A c denotes the variation of log{/(2)} round the contour C 
The value of the logarithm with which we start is clearly 
indifferent. Also 


l°g{/(*)} = log |/(z) | + i arg{/(2)}, 
and log|/| is one-valued. Hence the formula may be written 

N = ^-A c arg(/(2)}. 


3.42. Rouch6's theorem. Iff(z) and g(z) are analytic, inside 
and on a closed contour C, and jp(z)| < |/(z)| on C, then f(z) and 
f(z)+g(z) have the same number of zeros inside C. 

In the first place it is clear that neither/(z) nor f(z)-\-g(z) has 
a zero on C. Hence, if N is the number of zeros of f(z), and 
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N' the number of zeros of /(z)+ff( 2 ). 

2-nN = A c .arg/, 

2^A r ' = A c arg (f+g) = A c arg/+A c arg|l+|j. 

To prove that N — 2V T \ we have therefore to prove that 

A c ,arg (l + j) = °- 

Since \g\ < |/j, the point /c — 1 +gjj is always an interior point 
of the circle m the tr-planc with centre 1 and radius 1 ; thus, if 
w~-pe"t > , </> always lies between — \tt and -Itt, and therefore 
arg(l-f 0 //) = <f> must return to its original value when z de¬ 
scribes C —it cannot increase or decrease by a multiple of 2 jt. 
This proves the theorem 

Another proof is as follows. Let <j>(z) — g(z)/f(z). Then 

v' } { 1 r r-ft+w (lz 
2m Jc- /(:)+£/(-) ~ 2m Jc f( l +4>) 



and the last integral is zero, as we see by expanding in powers 
of <f> and integrating term by term. 

3.43. The following is an example of the type of problem 
which cart he solved by means of the above theorems. 

In which quadmnls do the roots of the equation 

4z 2 -(-2;-r3 — 0 

lie? 

The equation has no real roots; for obviously it has no 
positive root putting z -- —x it is 

.r 4 —j 3 T4.i 2 —2x+3 = 0. 

For 0 < x < 1 the first three terms together are positive, and 
so are the last two. For x > 1 the first two terms together are 
positive, and so are the last three. 

Putting z = iy the equation becomes 

y 4 — iy 3 — 4y a -f-2ty+3 = 0, 

and the real and imaginary parts of this do not vanish together. 
Hence there am no purely imaginary roots. 

Now' consider A arg(z 4 -f- .. 4- 3) taken round the part of the 



118 RESIDUES, CONTOUR INTEGRATION, ZEROS 

first quadrant bounded by |z| — R, where R is large. The varia¬ 
tion along the real axis is zero. On the arc of the circle, z = Re' 6 , 
and wc have 

Aarg(z 4 + . ) = A arg(iJ 4 e 4t# )-f Aarg{l + 0(E- 1 )} 
=--2n+0(R- 1 ). 

On the imaginary axis we have 

The numerator of the expression in brackets vanishes at y = v' 2 , 
and the denominator at y ■= v3 and y — 1. Hence the rational 
fraction varies as follows as y varies from oo to 0 - 
y = oo V3 V 2 1 0 

0 , —, co, -f-, 0 , —, oo, +, 0 . 

Hence arctan(z 4 -f-.. ) decreases by 2 ir, and therefore the total 
variation of arg(z 4 -|-. .) round the quadrant is zero, if R is 
large enough. 

Hence there are no zeros m the first quadrant. 

Since zeros occur in conjugate pairs, it follows that there are 
no zeros m the fourth quadrant, and two m each of the second and 
third quadrants. 

Any algebraic equation may be treated in the same w r ay. 

3.44. The fundamental theorem of algebra. Every poly¬ 
nomial of degree n has n zeros 

In the first place, z n has n zeros, all at the origin. Now con¬ 
sider any polynomial 

«0 + a iZ+" +«„2". 

where a n 0 . Let 

f(z) = a„z n , g(z) = a 0 +a t z+. .-f 
and take the contour C of Rouche's theorem to be a circle with 
centre the origin and radius R > 1. On C 

1/(2) I = \a n \R n , 

\Q{ Z ) \ ^ l a ol + l a il-®+- •+ ^ (l a ol + •••+ 

Hence |g| < |/| on C provided that 

R > (l a ol + --+ l a n-ll)/l°»l- 

Hence, by Rouche’s theorem, f{z)-\-g{z) has n zeros in a circle 
with centre the origin whose radius R satisfies this condition. 
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The theorem can also be proved as follows. Suppose that the 
above polynomial has no zeros; then the function 

I 

a o+ ■■■+ a j,Z U 

is analytic for all values of z, since its only possible singu¬ 
larities are the zeros of the denominator; and it is bounded as 
\z\ -*■ oo. Hence, by Liouville’s theorem, it is a constant. Hence 
the polynomial reduces to the single term a 0 . 

This proves only that the polynomial has one zero, and the 
fact that there are n has to be deduced by the familiar process 
of algebra. 


3.45. A theorem of Hurwitz.* Let f n (z ) be a sequence of 
functions, each analytic m a region D bounded by a simple closed 
contour, and let f n (z) -+f{z) uniformly in I) Suppose that f(z) is 
not identically zero Let z 0 be an interior point of D. Then z 0 
is a zero of f(z) if, and only if, it is a limit-point of the set of zeros 
of the functions f n (z), points which are zeros for an infinity of 
values of n being counted as limit-points. 

This easily follows from Rouche’s theorem We can choose 
p so small that the circle \z—z Q ] = p lies entirely in I), and con¬ 
tains or has on it no zero of f(z) except possibly the point z 0 
itself. Then |/( 2 )| has a positive lower bound on the circle, say 
|/(z)| >m>0 Having fixed p and m, we can choose n 0 so 


large that 


l/„(z)-/(z)l <w (n>n 0 ) 


on the circle. Since f n {z)=f{z)+{f, t (z)—f(z)}, it follows from 
Rouche’s theorem that, for n > n 0 , f n (z) has the same number 
of zeros in the circle as f(z), that is, if z 0 is a zero of f(z), it has 
at least one, and otherwise it has none. This proves the theorem. 

The example f H (z) = ecjn shows that it is necessary to as¬ 
sume that f(z) is not identically zero. The example in which 
f n (z) = \ —z n (n, and I) is the unit circle, shows that the theorem 
does not apply to points on the boundary of D. For /„(z) ->• 1 
uniformly in D and on the boundary, but every point of the 
boundary is a limit-point of zeros of the functions/ n (z). 


3.5. The functions |/(z)(, R {/(z)}, I{/(z)}. Let /(z) be a 
function analytic in a given region, and let u(x,y), v(x, y) be its 


i 


* Hurwitz {1). 



120 RESIDUES, CONTOUR INTEGRATION, ZEROS 

real and imaginary parts. We write 

' u * = "Yx u( ' x,y) ’ u v=^j u( - x ’y}' 

and similarly for derivatives of higher order 

We have already shown that the Oauchy-Riemann equations 

1l x = Vy, Uy ~ ■ Vj., 

hold at all points of the region. 

Since f"(z) exists, so do all the partial derivatives of u and v 
of the second order Hence 


.. d /. » _ 8 , 
^XX O 0 y) r ( 2 'j 

ex oy 


'll!/’ 


i.e. u satisfies the partial differential equation (Laplace's equa¬ 
tion) 


u. 


0 . 


"xx^r'M'vu' 

Similarly v satisfies the same equation 

A function which satisfies this differential equation is called 
a harmonic Junction or a potential function. The modulus \f(z)\ 
is not in general a harmonic function, but log|/(z)| is, since it 
is the real part of the function log{/(z)}. 


3.51. The loci |/j — const., R{/} — const., I[/} - const , are 
curves in the z-plane. 

If |/(z) | — constant throughout a whole region where f(z) is 
analytic, then f(z) — constant. 

For if (/(z) | — c, then 

U 2 -^V 2 = c 2 


Hence 


uu x -i-vr J . = 0, 


uu u +Wy — 0 , 

or, by the Cauchy-Riemann equations, 

uu x —vu u — 0, 
uu u +vu x = 0 
Eliminating u y we obtain 

(u 2 -\-v 2 )u x — 0. 

Hence u x = 0, and similarly u v , v x , and v y are zero Hence 
u and v are constants, i e. f(z) is constant. 

If u ~ c or v = c the proof (which we leave to the reader) that 
f(z) is a constant is even simpler. 
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3.52. The zeros of f(z) are the intersections of the curves u — 0, 
v = 0 . This is obvious. 

At a simple zero, the curves u — 0 , v — 0 intersect at right 
angles. This follows at once from the Cauchy-Riemann equa¬ 
tions; or it may be seen by taking the zero to be at z = 0, and 

writing f(z) = ae^z+0(\z\ 2 ). 


so that 


u = ar cos(a+ 6 ) + 0 (r 2 ), 


v — ar sin(a-j-#)-t-0(r 2 ). 

Then the directions of the tangents to u — 0 , v — 0, are given 
by 6 — —a, 6 = —a 

At a point where f(z) is real, and f'(z) — 0, the curve v — 0 has 
a double point. 

For at such a point v - 0, v x = 0, v u = 0 , which are the con¬ 
ditions for a double point. 

The curves j/(s)| = constant are called level curves. 

Example. Prove that, at a double zero, each of the curves u = 0, 
v = 0, has a double point, and the two curves intersect at an angle Jw. 


3 . 53 . A level curve has a double point, if, and only if, it passes 
through a zero of f'(z) 

The equation of a level curve is 

u 2 -\-v 2 = c 2 , 

and this has a double point if, and only if, 

uu x +w x = 0, 
uu u J t-vv y = 0. 

Both these conditions are satisfied if f'(z) — 0. Conversely, the 
second equation may be written 

—uv x +vu x = 0, 

and squaring and adding we have 

(« 2 -f r|)(u 2 +v 2 ) = 0. 

Hence u x = 0 and v x = 0, i e. f'(z) — 0. 


3.54. The level curves and the zeros of f(z). If C is a 
simple closed level curve, and f(z) is analytic inside and on it, then 
f(z) has at least one zero inside C. 

Let /(z) = tt-f iv = ce't 
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on C, so that c is a constant. Then 

c = V(u 2 -j-r 2 ), <f> — arc tan(?•/?*). 

Let s be the length of V measured from some fixed point on 
it. Then 

( 1 ) 


du dv\ 1 


A dc / 

°=sr(* 

( <•/?> 1 
M <fs r ds)c 2 " 


d$ 

ds 


( 2 ) 


Now d<f>jds cannot vanish on C. For if it did wc should have, 
on squaring and adding the above equations, 


( 




i.e 


Now 


du 

ds 

du dr 


dv 

ds 


= 0 , 

4-u 

+ Uu ds' 


dv 

ds 


dx 

r Ts 


dy 


^ 0 . 


dx 


+ V Vfo - U »Al + U *A 


< h J 


ds ’ 


so that, squaring and adding, 



The last factor is 1, so that u x = 0. u y = 0, i e. /'(z) — 0. This 
is impossible on a level curve without double points. 

It follows that d<f>jds has the same sign at all points of C, 
i e. that <f> increases or decreases steadily round the contour. 
Hence its variation round the contour is not zero. 

But the variation of round the contour is equal to 2n 
multiplied by the number of zeros inside C. Hence there is at 
least one such zero. 


3.55. If f(z) has n zeros inside C, then f(z) has n— I zeros 
inside C. 


Let 

on C. Then 

Hence 


f(z) = ce t d> 

j'{z) = cie"t’ < Q. 

dz 

ar g{/( 2 )} = const.+0+arg^. 
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Hence, if A e denotes variation round C, 

Ac ar g{/'(*)} = A c arg{/(z)}+A c arg^. 

Let n' be the number of zeros of/'(z) Then 

d<f> 


123 


2 vn' — 2v-n-\-A r arg 


dz 


( 1 ) 


Now 


<l A 

dz 


d(f> ds 
ds dz' 


and, as we have already seen, dtf>/ds is real and of constant sign 

on C. Hence ,. , 

, dd> . ds 

A r arg-f = A c arg- 


1 dz 


’dz’ 


Also 


dz dx dy , . . . 

— — — -f-i -f -- cos dj -f -1 sin ip 
ds ds ds 


e"/\ 


where ifi is the angle the tangent to C makes with the ar-axis. 
Hence 


Af arg 


ds 

Tz 


- A t .i p —'2n, 


so that on dividing ( 1 ) by 2 tt we obtain v' — n — 1 , the required 
result 

3.56. The follow mg theorem sometimes gives useful informa¬ 
tion about the zeros of a function * 

Lef C be a simple closed <on tour, inside and on which f(z) is 
analytic. Then if R{/(z)} ravishes at 2k distinct points on C,f(z) 
has at most k zeros inside C. 

if m - u |-u\ the number n of zeros of j{z) inside C is 
given by 


1 




jure tan - j. 


Starting at a point where n r 0 , we may take the initial value 
of arctan(r/w) to lie between — In and \n We can only pass 
out of this range, say to (in-, V), if v vanishes, and only pass 
on to (Jtt.Sjt), if w vanishes again. Thus, if u vanishes twice 
on C, A r (arc tan vju) is at most equal to 2ir, and n is at most 
equal to J. The general result obviously follows from the same 
argument. 


♦ See, for example, T$a< Muml (I). 
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3.6. Poisson’s integral formula. Let f(z) be analytic in a 
region including the circle \z\ < R, and let u(r,6) be its real part. 
Then for 0 < r < B 


u M) = ir 

Itt 


J R i -2Rrcos(6-t)+r 2 ' Ul ' R '*' > ^ 


There is a similar formula for the imaginary part v(r, 6) of f{z). 

These formulae are analogous to Cauchy’s formula giving the 
value of f(z) at any point inside a contour in terms of its values 
on the contour. They cannot, however, be obtained merely by 
separating Cauchy’s formula into real and imaginary parts. 

We shall give two proofs. 

First Proof. W T e can suppose without loss of generality that 
f(z) = 2 a „ z ' L ’ where all the coefficients a n are real For, in the 
general case, a n — and 

f(z) = 2 <x n z n + i %p n z n =Mz) + if 2 {z), 
so that R{/) = R(/i)-I(/ 2 )- 


Also, since |aj < |a n |, I/3J < |a„|, fy and / 2 are analytic for 
\z\ < R. Hence the general result follows from the special case. 
In the special case, if f(re xB ) = u-j-iv, then f(re~ ,e ) — v—iv. 
Let Zy be a point on the circle jz| = R, and let/(z,) — Uy +»>,. 
Then, by Cauchy’s formula, 


u-\-iv 


1 

2m 


Uy + ivy . f (u 1 +iVy)Re , 't’ dj> 

Zy—z 1 2 7T J Re'^-re"* 


Since the point R 2 /z is outside the circle, we have 

2ir 

JL j* Uy +ivy , 1 f (Uy+ivy)Re'i‘ d(f> 

2rn) Zy-R*/z 1 2 n J Re'*-R 2 r 1 ' 

0 

Changing the sign of <f >, this gives 

2 w 

1 f (Uy—iv 1 )Re- i, t’ dtf> 

277 J Jfc-if- Rb-'e-' 8 ~ ' 

o 

J_ ^ {Uy-i vy) re ie d <j> _ 

2rr I re^-Re 1 * 


or 




JENSEN’S THEOREM 125 

Subtracting this formula from the previous one, we obtain 

. . Iff ReV+re* , . 1 ,, 
u-\-iv = — [u. —— -.-\-iVi) a<p, 

2tt) \ 1 Re l t—re i9 ' 1 
0 

and now, taking real parts, the result follows. 

Second Proof. Let 

/(*) = j 2 ) K+»^J»-"c ‘ u9 (r sj R). 

Then, as in § 2.53, 

Itt 2n 

ot n R H ■=■ - J u(R , <f>)cob 7i<f> d(f> t P n R a =■ — - J u(R , 0)sin n<f> d<f >, 

0 u 

2 jt 

for » > 0, while a 0 — — «(jR <£) eW. 

-7T J 

0 

Hence 

GO 

«(r, 0 ) — 2 (^, t cos nd — f3 n sin nd)r“ 

+ 


^ J m(-R, <£) d<f> -(- 

o 

_ 

1 ^ r 

-f-- y u(R, <f>)(cosndcoBntf> -f- sin» 0 sm 7 i^) d<f> 

^" = 1 0 
2 " 30 

= i; J «(/?, jl -f- 2 008 »(»—^) (i)”} 

0 n_1 

the inversion being justified by uniform convergence. The 
result now follows on summing the senes in brackets. 


3.61. Jensen’s theorem. Let f(z) be analytic for |z{<i?. 
Suppose that /(0) is not zero, and let r 1 , r 2 ,..., r„, .. 6e the moduli of 
the zeros of f(z) in the circle |z| < R, arranged as a non-decreasing 
sequence Then, if r n < r ^ r n+1 , 

lQ g ~ - 7 ^ = j- f l°gl/(re l(? )l rfg. (1) 

r l r 2” r n ^ J 

0 

Here a zero of order p is counted p times. The interest of 
this formula is that it connects the modulus of the function 
with the moduli of the zeros. 
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It can be put in another form, in some ways more useful. 
Let n(x) denote the number of zeros of f(z) for Jz J < x. Then, 
if r n < r ^ r n+v 


log 


r V r n 


— n log T 2 log r„ 


71-1 

= I m ( lo S r ,„+1 - 1 og r „,) + «(log r— log r u ) 

m- 1 

n —1 Tt * 1 T 

i r 


Now in — n (j ) for r m x < r m + 1 , « — «(i) for r H .x <r Hence 

the right-hand side is equal to 


(I 

and Jensen's formula takes the form 

r in 

\ ~ f log \J{rc*)\eld ~ log|/(0)| (2) 

0 u 

We shall give two proofs of the theoiem 
First Proof. If f{z) has no zero on \z\~- r, then 


n(r) = 



cm 
J /(-) 


dz 


2 ifi’JL 

2n J /(re 11 


T ) 


re' 0 dd 


(3) 


Jensen’s formula is obtained formally by dividing by r, integrat¬ 
ing with respect to r. and taking real parts. This process is not 
obviously valid, owing to the infinities of the integrand. We 
therefore adopt a slightly different method 

In an interval between the moduli r „, of two zeros, each 
side of Jensen’s formula has a continuous derivative; the 
derivative of the left-hand side is njr, and that of the right-hand 
side is 


t 2 tt Itt 

[ ^! log i/( re ' S )l}^ -^; f ^- r {log/(re ,fl ) + logJ{re-' e )} d6 
0 0 


1 

4tt 


-71 

J 


if'( rfl0 ) e , I’m' 6 ) 
\f(rc’ e ) + J(rc‘ 9 ) 



dd=R 


(l Yf’(re‘ e ) 
[ 277 J /(rc‘ e ) 
0 
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which is also equal to njr, by (3). Hence the two derivatives 
are equal in any such interval. Hence the two sides of Jensen’s 
formula differ by a constant in any such interval. 

Secondly, the two sides are obviously equal when r = 0. 

Hence it is sufficient to prove that each side is continuous 
when r passes through a value r„. 

This is obvious in the case of the left-hand side. For the 
right-hand side, it will be sufficient to suppose that there is one 
zero of modulus r„, and that its amplitude is zero. Then 


l°gi/( re ' e )l — log l — —e ,e \ +>fi(r,d), 

1 ^ 11 ' • 

where ifj is continuous in the neighbourhood of r — r„. 
it is sufficient to show that the integral 

277 

f log 1 —— e ?e dd 

J ^n 

0 

is continuous atr= r n Now for rjr n < 2 


9 l-e'^i = 1 — 2 — cos#-]— 

r„ r„ ri 


- sin 2 0-|- jcos0- 


Hcnce, if S < tt, 


L ) ! 

r J 


> sin 2 0. 


Hence 


j* log d8 < j" {log3+ ;logjsin 6 J d6 

" -*S 

8 

< j* J--l + | logjfl| , J dd <.4Slog^-. 

-8 

We can choose 8 so that this is arbitrarily small, for all values 
of r in the neighbourhood of r„. Having fixed 8, the remainder 
of the integral is evidently continuous. Hence the whole integral 
is continuous 

Second Proof. We obtain the result in a number of stages, 
(i) If/(z) has no zeros for |z| <r, then log/(z) is analytic for 
1*1 ^ r, and *» 

log/(0) =- -L | ^ (2) rfz-i-J log{/(re«»)} dd, 

It! r 0 

and, taking real parts, we have the result. 
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(ii) If a x — r x e ie ', 0 < r x < r, we have 

J 10 g(l—= 0 

lvl-1/r 

by Cauchy’s theorem, the logarithm having its principal value. 
Hence, with suitable determinations of the logarithms, 

JL f ]og /i_ J_. f iog/_ _L\*£ 

27n J \ waj w 2m J \ waj w 

= log/ ——\-LriogHof**-*' 

®\ aj 4 7 n L B -•a.rgu.-o 

“ log ( ~r)~ 4T,( log ?+ 2m f+L log ‘? - 

Taking real parts, 


1 

277 


2 TT 


{log 

i a e u3i-d > 

r i 


0 

This is Jensen’s formula for 


dd — log - 
»•! 


/<*> = l-f. 


(iii) The above result may be extended to the case r = by 
applying Cauchy’s theorem to the circle |w>, — 1/r with a small 
circular indentation so that the point w — 1 a, is excluded The 
integral round the indentation tends to 0 with the radius, and 
the proof concludes as before. 

(iv) In the general case 

where is not zero for |z| < r n+v and = /( 0 ). The general 

result then follows by addition of the previous ones. 


The theorem may be extended at once to a function which 
has poles as well as zeros. Let /(z) satisfy the same conditions 
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as before, but now let it have zeros a v ...,a m and poles b v ...,b n 
with moduli not exceeding r. Then 


2 ir 



l °g( 0) 

V a l- a m 

= JL j logj/(re <9 )| dd. 

0 

(4) 

For if 

II 

'ST 



we have 

log r ' a M 

l«, «» 

2?r 

= | \oglg(re iB )\ d6 

0 


and 

log r - 
8 :*i K\ 

2 n 

= ^ j" Jog h{re' e ) \ dd. 



0 


The result therefore follows on subtracting. 


3.62. The Poisson-Jensen formula. Let f(z) have zeros 
at the points a,, a 2 ,. , a m , and poles at b v b 2 ,..., b n , inside the circle 
\z\ R, and be analytic elsewhere inside and on the circle. Then 


2n 


Rd- 


2Rr cos (0—<£)-(-r 2 


log] f{Re'*)\d<l>- 


- y i°g 


\R*- 


djje 


.10 


4 / 8 1 R^-aJ 


j + Jlog^^’ 


i R^-lye* j 
\R(re' 6 -b y ){ 


This contains both Poisson’s formula and Jensen’s formula 
as particular cases. If there are no zeros or poles, it reduces to 
Poisson’s formula for the real part of the function log/(z). On 
the other hand, if r — 0, we obtain the general Jensen formula 


Zn 


logl/<0)| - 1 j logl/</fc«)l « 

0 

(i) Let f(z) = z —tx, where \a\ < R. Then we have to prove that 

2ir . 

log[««-a| =1/ ** ~ 

° . R*—art i9 

° g R(re< 6 -a) 
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log 


R- 


. 

dre i6 \ _ 1 f 

nr | — 2ir J jr®— 


R-—r 2 
2Rr co9 (8 — <j >)+r 


logj-Re 1 ^— a\ d<j>. 


But this is equivalent to Poisson’s formula for the real part of 
the function , . . 

**-*)■ 


which is analytic for |z| ^ R. 

(ii) Similarly, if f(z) = 1 /(z—b), the formula is equivalent to 
Poisson’s formula for the real part of 


log 



(iii) If/(z) is analytic and has no zeros or poles in |zj < R, the 
formula is Poisson’s formula for the real part of log/(z). 

The general case can now be obtained by addition of these 
particular cases 

3.7. In all the above theorems the region considered is a 
circle We shall conclude the chapter by proving two theorems 
of the same general type as Jensen’s theorem, but applying to 
a half-plane and a rectangle respectively 

Carleman’s theorem.* Let f(z) be analytic for |z| ^ p, 
— \tt ^ argz ^ J 77 , and suppose that it has the zeros r 2 e 1 ^,..., 
r H e' S “ inside the contour consisting of the semicircles \z\ ~ p, 
\z\ — R, — ^ argz J 7 r, and the parts of the imaginary axis 
joining them, and that it has no zeros on the contour. Then 

V I” 

2 COS ® v ~ { lo &\f( Re ' e )\<x>s9 <le + 

v 1 -Irr 

It 

+ ^ dy+°( 

p 

where 0(1) denotes a function of p and R which, for fixed p, is 
bounded as R -> 00. 

Consider the integral 




* Carleman (1). 
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taken round the contour in the positive direction, starting from 
the point z —ip with a fixed determination of the logarithm. 
The integral along the small semicircle is bounded. On the 
negative imaginary axis z — — iy, and we obtain 

n 

iJiog{/(-,<,))(-!-1)*, 

P 

On the large semicircle, z — and we obtain 

hi 

in 

^ ttR J 

-in 

The integral along the positive imaginary axis gives 

P 

and, taking the real part of I, we obtain the right-hand side 
of Carleman’s formula 

Again, integrating by parts, we have 


/ = 





dz. 


As wo describe the contour, log f(z) increases by 2 nin. The 
integrated term is therefore purely imaginary By the theorem 
of residues, the last integral is equal to 



R 2 )’ 


and, taking real parts, the theorem follows 
The result is easily extended to the case where f(z) has zeros 
on the imaginary axis; we make small indentations round these 
zeros, and proceed to the limit 
3.71. Let f(z) be analytic and bounded for x^O, and let its 
zeros in the right half-plane be r^ 1 , r 2 e ,f>2 ,.. . Then the series 


I 


COS# 

r ti 


n 


is convergent. 
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Under the conditions stated, the right-hand side of Carle- 
man’s formula is bounded above, say < M. Hence 


for all values of R. 
r v < \R> 


Hence 


i(H.) 

v=l N v 


cos < M 


Every term on the left is positive, and, if 


I_Iv 3 

r„ i? 2 4 r„ 


cos 9 V 4 M 

r„<*R ' v 


2 COS i 


and the result follows. 

It is easily seen that the theorem remains true if, instead of 
f(z) = 0(1), we suppose that f(z) = where a. < 1 But if 

a = 1 the theorem fails, as the example f(z) = cosz shows. 


3.72. The above theorem may be used to prove the following 
result 

Let f(z) be analytic for x > 0, and of the form 0(e~ aM ) as z ~>cc, 
where a > 0, uniformly for arg s\ \n Thenf(z) = 0 identically. 

For consider the function F(z) — f(z) sin bz, where 0 < b < a. 
Here F(z) is analytic and bounded for x 0; it has zeros at the 
points z = n-njb, and £ bjn-n is divergent This is inconsistent 
with the result of the previous section, unless F(z) is identically 
zero. Hence F(z) = 0 , and so f(z) = 0. 

A more complete form of this result will be obtained in 
§5 8. 


3.8. A theorem of Little wood.* Let C denote the rect¬ 
angle bounded by the lines x = x v x = x 2 , y = y x , y = y 2 , where 
x x < x t , y x < y 2 . Let f(z) be analytic and not zero on C, and 
meromorphic inside it. Let F(z) = log/(z), the logarithm being 
defined as follows: we start with a particular determination on 
x = x 2 , and obtain the value at other points by continuous 
variation along y — constant from log(x 2 -f iy). If, however, this 
path would cross a zero or pole of f(z), we take F(z) to be 
F(z±i0) according as we approach the path from above or 
below. 


* Littlewood (4). 
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Let v(x') denote the excess of the number of zeros of f(z) over the 
number of poles in the part of the rectangle where x > x’. Then 


X, 

F(z) dz = ~2iri J v(x) dx. 


Consider first the function f(z) = z—a, where a = a-j-ifi is a 
point of the rectangle. Let C' be the contour obtained by 
describing C in the positive direction from (x 2 ,y 1 ) as far as 
(a:,,/?), then the straight line y-—\ 3 as far as a— e+ifi, then a 
circle of radius e about z = a described in the negative direc¬ 
tion, and then returning along y — ft and the rest of C to the 
starting-point. Then F(z) is analytic in C', so that 




dz = 0 . 


The integral round the small circle tends to zero with the 
radius, and it follows that 

f c F(z)dz=- jiF^-F^dx, 

•r. 

where F x and F t are the values of F on the two paths joining 
to a+i/?. Since we obtain F t from F 1 by passing in the 
negative direction round a simple zero of f(z) at z = a, we have 


F t {z) =- F 1 (z)-2m. 


Hence 


at 

^F(z) dz ~ — 2m f dx — —27 ri | v(x) dx, 


where v(x) — 1 (Xj < x < a), 0 (at < x < x 2 ), i.e, v(x) is the 
e-function for the case considered. 

The general theorem now easily follows by addition of terms 
corresponding to the various poles and zeros of f(z). 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 
I. Evaluate the integrals 


r dx 

/•**«** 

f 

J **+i’ 

J *+l’ 

J 

0 

0 

0 

by contour integration. 




OO 

f L 

J *‘+i 
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2. Evaluate the integrals 


r cos a , 

J 


*+*- 

0 0 
by contour integration. 

3 Prove that, if c > 0, 

c iO 0 


f c °. a £— ,ix, fe,,. 

j ( «*+^ j ^ j 


j. r 

2m J z- 


4. Prove that the integral 


J: 


logo 




(a 1 ), 

(0 n - 1). 


V(4*M 4: + 3) 

taken round the unit circle, starting with the positive value of the 
square root at z — 1, is equal to iit. 

5. By integrating log 4 c/( 1-f- 2 2 ) round the usual semi-circular contour, 
prove that 

log 2 - d , = 7^ 

1 -f Z 2 


00 

J 


6. By evaluating the integral 

J_ C _ dz _ 

271-1 J (z -a){:- 1 , 0 ) 

round the unit circle, prove that, if ft < a < 1, 

2n 

rl8 2-rr 


J 


1 — 2«cosi) 1 — u‘ 


What is the value of the integral if a > 1 ? 

7. Prove that, if b > a > — 1, 

Ik 


cos* 8 cos bd d$ — 


7rP(a j 1) 

2*'>r‘(}aH6d'linid-iH I)' 


[Take the integral J (z + 1 jz)*z h - 1 dz round the right-hand half of the unit 
circle.] 

8. By integrating 


f z dz 

J ^ Zr ^ 7, 


round the rectangle with comers at —7r, 7 t, tt+iti, —tt-)- in, and making 
n —> oo, show that 


w 

J 


xsinxdz 7r. .. , , ... .. tt, 1+u , 

- q -= -log{l+a) (0 < o < 1), -log- (o > 1 . 

1+a 2 — 2acosx a a a 


[Lindelof, Calcul deg Risidus, pp. 48-9.] 
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0. Show that the function/(a;) = sechfxvd 77 ')} satisfies the equation 

00 

/(*) = //-)f f{x)coBxt dx. 


[Take the integral J costzsechaz dz round the rectangle with comers 
at ±n, ±n+in/a, and make n —>■ co.] 

10. Show that the function 

1 1 


satisfies the equation 


f(x) - 

J e^'-l x^J{ 2n) 


f(t) = /I-) f(x)nmxt dx 


[Take the integral 


j sinz< 

J ^-“1 


dz, 


where a > 0, round the rectangle with comers at 0, n, n-\-2inja, 2m ja, 
and make n —► oo ] 

11. Prove that, if 0 < a < 1 and 0 < c < 1, 

C + VJC 

dz 1 


1 f - 

2 m J a‘ 


sinurs ir(l+a)’ 


12 Prove that if a > 0, — \n < aX < In, 

OO 

f c-'-«»<^ C08 (r«sinaA)dr = cos (A) 

J sin' sin' 'a \al 


13. Sum the series 


ao oo 

2 1 r* 7i 2 

n'to*’ 2 * n* + a 4 


»-l n^l 

14. Prove that if — n < a < n, and x is not an integer. 


y (-D* n r n ^=^ 

Z_, x‘ — n z 


sin ax 


15. Prove that* 


19ir 7 


coth rr coth 27r coth 3 jt , 

~T~ + 2’ + ~ 3’ + '“ ~ 56700' 


16. Prove that 


oo 

y 1 

A- n 3 sinn7rV2 


13tt s 
360V2 ’ 


n-i 


[Hardy. Consider the integral 

* Ramanujan; see Watson (1). 
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_L f 1 dz 

l-rri J BinirZBinOnz z 3 


where (? •= V2— 1. The series is convergent; for if m is the nearest 
integer to nV2, 

, /0 , |2n*—w’| I A 

nV2-fm mv2+j« n 

and hence oosecnW2 = 0(n) ] 

ao 

17. Show that if /(z) = 2 a ,/ 2 “ +1 (|z| > 0), C is a closed contour 
n -0 

including the origin, and <f>(z) is regular in a sufficiently wide region, 
then . 

2 ^. j /(w)<£( 2—«e) dw = a 0 <f>(z)-a i <f>'(z) + f ^<t>''(z )-.... 


18. Prove that 


e“—e** = (a—6)zci < ‘ +4! '| | jl- 


(o-6)-z 2 

4ll S 7T- 


19. Show that, however small p is, all the zeros of the function 

1-f - + A +. 4- 1 

z 2'z 1 n'z" 

lie in the circle |z| < p, it n is sufficiently large 

20. If a > e, the equation c* = or" has n roots inside the unit curie 
[Take/(z) — az", g(z) — e*, in Rouche’s theorem ) 

21. Show that, if ol and fl are real, the equation 

--- 0 

has n— 1 roots with positive real parts if n is odd, and n roots with 
positive real parts if n is even. 

22. Prove that, if a is not an even integer. 


f e -^cosztd*~ r( “ +1)s ‘ n *™ 

J t “< 1 


as t —> co through real values.* 

23. If/(z) = u+iv is an analytic function of z -- x+vy, and i/> is any 
function of * and y with differential coefficients of the first two orders. 


Bx 2 By- 

[See Hardy (8), p. 270.] 


dhfi dhjt _ 

Bx 2 By* IcHi* 8v l 




* P61ya (1). 
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24. If/(z) = u.-\-iv is an analytic function of z = x+iy, show that 

and that ^\ u \t = p (p—\)\u\r-' l \J\z)\ i . 

25. Let be a real in tegrable function m the interval (a, b), and let 

b 

f(z) - J e«<f,(t) dt 
a 

have zeros at the points > 1 e r i, i t e i *» > ... Then the senes 



is absolutely convergent. 

[The function is bounded for x > 0, and cf : f{z) is bounded 

for x < 0.] 



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYTIC CONTINUATION 

4.1. General theory. It is natural to think of the aggregate 
of all values of z 2 , say, or logz, for all values of z, as a Bingle 
entity, and each such aggregate we describe as an analytic func¬ 
tion. We have, however, not yet encountered the general idea 
of an analytic function as a whole What wc have always been 
concerned with is the idea of a function associated with a region, 
and defined in that region by a formula. Thus 



1 + Z + Z 2 +. (jz| < 1) 

( 1 ) 

and 

CO 

j e-W-*) dt (R(z)<l) 

(2) 


o 


appear as different functions, whose values happen to be the 
same for certain values of z. But it is obviously more natural 
to regard (1) as a part of (2), and (2) as part of the function 
defined for all values of z other than 1 as 1/(1— z) 

This particular function is one-valued i.e has just one value 
for each value of z (except z— 1) But it is also natural to regard 
the two values of Vz as parts of the same function, and our 
definition must include cases of this kind also 

To connect these new ideas with our previous theory, we 
require a process by which we can extend the definition of a 
function beyond a limited region in which it is originally defined. 
This process is called analytic continuation. It is characteristic 
of analytic functions of a complex variable, and has no counter¬ 
part in the theory of functions of a real variable. 

4.11. Analytic continuation. Suppose that /j(z) and / 2 (z) 
are functions analytic in regions D x and I) 2 respectively, and 
that Dj and D 2 have a common part, throughout which 
/j(z) == / 2 (z). Then we consider the aggregate of values of /,(z) 
and / 2 (z) at points interior to D l or I) 2 as a single analytic func¬ 
tion f(z). Thus f(z) is analytic in D — D 1 -\-D 2 , and f(z) —f } (z) 
in D v f(z) =fi(z) in D 2 . 

The function/ 2 (z) may be considered as extending the domain 
in which f x (z) is defined, and it is called an analytic continuation 
of/j(z). Of course in the same way/ 2 (z) is an analytic continua- 
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tion of f t (z). This process of extending the definition of a given 
function is known as analytic continuation. 

For the process to have any value it is necessary that it 
should, under suitable conditions, give a unique result, and we 
shall show that this is so. Before giving the proof it may be 
interesting to note the difficulties which we encounter if we try 
to define a similar process for functions of a real variable. 

It would be natural to suggest that if, say, /(x) = \(tt—x) for 
0 < x < it, then we should extend the definition of /(x) to other 
values of x by using the same formula. The difficulty is that 
two formulae may represent the same function m one interval, 
but different functions in another interval, and there may be 
no obvious way of deciding which is the ‘proper’ formula. For 
example, the above function is also represented by the series 


sin x sin 2x 
~\ ' 2 ~ + ' ’ 


for 0 < x < tt; but if we define the function as the sum of this 
series, we find that its value in the interval (—tt, 0) is — l(n-j-x). 

This series is not uniformly convergent, but even if we restrict 
ourselves to uniformly convergent series, the same sort of thing 
happens For example, the series 


x sin x t x sm 2x 
l ” ■* 2 " 


is uniformly convergent in an interval including x = 0; yet if 
we use it to continue its sum from positive to negative values 
of x, we obtain the undesirable conclusion that the continuation 
of |x(7r~x) IS — |x(7T-fx). 

4.12. Uniqueness of analytic continuation. Suppose that 
we have a region D, overlapped by regions D l and I) 2 , which 
have a common part D a , itself overlapping D. Let f(z) be 
analytic in D, and let /j(z) be a continuation of /(z) to D v and 
/ a (z) a continuation of /(z) to D z . Then either of these functions 
provides a continuation of /(z) to Z> 3 . To show that the results 
of the two processes of continuation are the same, we have to 
show that/j(z) =/ 2 (z) throughout D a . This follows from the 
theorem of § 2.6, which itself depends on the fact that an 
analytic function can be expressed as a power series. The func¬ 
tion/ 1 (z)—/ 2 (z) is analytic throughout Z) s ; it is zero in the part 
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of D a which overlaps D, since there /j(z) =/ 2 (z) = /(z). Hence 

it is zero throughout D s . 

The proof depends on the existence of a region common to 
D and D a , and if there is no such region, the result no longer 
necessarily holds. We may now have /i(z)=/(z) in DD lt 
f 2 (z) —f(z) in DD a , but f y (z) t^/ s (z) in D a . This does not con¬ 
tradict the principle of uniqueness, since it only applies to 
regions throughout which the function is analytic; and now D, 
D v and D t may surround, without including, a point where the 
function is not analytic.* 

4.13. In the second case considered above, where f x (z) #/ a (z) 
in D a , we still consider the aggregate of values of/j(z) and/ 2 (z) 
as a single analytic function of z, but now the function is not 
one-valued, and in fact is at least two-valued in D 3 . In the 
same way, different methods of continuation may lead to many 
different results, and the function is then many-valued. 

The reader of Hardy’s Pure Mathematics is already familiar 
with the different values taken by the function log z (though, of 
course, there even the idea of a function analytic at a point does 
not appear). The properties of some other many-valued func¬ 
tions, such as z“ = e alogz , may be derived from those of logz. 

4.14. Definition of an analytic function as a whole. An 

analytic function is usually defined originally in some restricted 
region of the plane. The principle of continuation enables us to 
define an analytic function , without reference to any particular 
region in which it is defined. It consists of the original function, 
and all continuations thereof, and all continuations of these 
continuations, and so on. In this way we may succeed in de¬ 
fining the function f(z) for all values of z, or everywhere except 
at certain special points; or only m some restricted region of 
the plane beyond which we are unable to pass. In the last 
case the region is referred to as the region of existence of the 
function, and its boundary as a natural boundary of the func¬ 
tion. In the case of many-valued functions we shall obtain 
many values of the function for some or all values of z. 

• This case may be illustrated by a figure in which the regions D, D v and 
D t are circles with centres at the vertices of an equilateral triangle, and each 
radius just exceeds half the side of the tnangle. The function may not be 
analytic at tho centre of the tnangle. 
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The definition depends prima facie on the particular defini¬ 
tion of the function from which we start. Since, however, the 
relation between two functions which are continuations of each 
other is reciprocal, all these processes may be reversed; and it 
will appear from the general theory that the definition is really 
independent of any particular starting-point. 

4.15. The standard method of continuation. The standard 

method of continuation is the method of power series. Suppose 
that we start with the series 


/(*) = 1 “n(z-a) n 

71 = 0 

convergent in a circle [z— a \ < R. Taking any point b in this 
circle other than a, we calculate the value of the function /(6) 
and the derivatives f'(b), f"(b),. , and so obtain the expansion 
of the function in powers of z—b. This series will certainly con¬ 
verge for all values of z m the original circle, and it may converge 
in a larger circle, and so provide an analytic continuation of the 
function. So the whole function may be constructed by means 
of power series. Each of the power series, or, what comes to 
the same thing, each set of values f(a), f(a), /'(a),..., is called 
an dement of the function. 

The adoption of this particular method as a standard is justi¬ 
fied by the following theorem: All values of the function obtained 
by any method of continuation can also be obtained by means of 
power series 

Let C be a contour joining two points z — a and z = 6, along 
which we have continued the function f(z) by any means; that 
is, we have a sequence of formulae which define f(z) in a sequence 
of regions /)„, such that (i) every point of C is an interior point 
of one or more D„' s, and (li) consecutive D n ’ s overlap, and the 
different definitions of f(z) agree in the common parts. 

We now attempt to carry out the same process by means of 
power series; i.e. we try to find a sequence of points z 1 , z„... 
on C such that the circle of convergence about each of them 
includes the next, such that the values found from the power 
aeries are the same as those found in the other way, and such 
that we reach b in this way in a finite number of steps. 

With each point z on C is associated a positive radius of 
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convergence p, and pis a continuous function of z. For take two 
neighbouring points z, z+h, and let p and p' be the corresponding 
radii of convergence. Let \h\<p. Since f(z) is regular in the 
circle with centre z-\-h and radius />— |A|, it follows from the 
Cauchy-Taylor theorem that 

p'^p—\h\. (1) 

If |A| < p we can use the same argument with 2 and z-\-h 

interchanged, so that ^ , ... 

p>p—\h\, 

i.e. p'<p+|A|. (2) 

Since the alternative to \h\<p' is p < \h\, (2) holds in any 
case. But (1) and (2) together show that p -> p as h -> 0, which 
is what is required 

Since p is continuous it attains its lower bound, and so, since 
it is always positive, its lower bound is positive Let the lower 
bound be 8 

We now start at 2 = a with a power series Let 2 , be the 
point at distance 18 along the contour. It lies inside the circle 
of convergence about a, so that we can expand in powers of 
2 — 2 j The new radius of convergence is at least 8, so that we 
can go on to the pomt 2 a distant 8 from a along the curve. 
Proceeding in this way we plainly reach 2 = b in a finite number 
of steps. The fact that we obtain the same value at b in this 
way as in the other way follows from the general uniqueness 
theorem. 

4.16. Branches of a many-valued function. We have 
defined an analytic function as the aggregate of all values which 
can be obtained by continuation from any element of the func¬ 
tion. In genera] the function will be many-valued, i e starting 
from 2 0 , say, we can, by taking suitable paths, arrive at z Y with 
many different values of /(Zj). We may, however, make this 
impossible by restricting ourselves to the interior of some parti¬ 
cular region. We then say that there is a branch of the function 
in this region. Consider, for example, the function vz. The 
system of values defined by Vre** 9 (—n < 0 < n) is a branch in 
the plane cut along the negative real axis from the origin to 
infinity; and the system —Vre*' 9 is another branch in the same 
region. Similarly the function log 2 has in this region an infinity 
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of branches defined by 

logr+i(8+2nn) (— 7 r<6<rr), 

every integer n giving a branch. 

It should be understood that there is no unique way of 
dividing up a function into branches; for example, we might, 
in the above cases, cut the plane along any other line from the 
origin to infinity. But, however we do it, we obtain a definite 
number of branches, e.g Vz has two. The question of the 
number of branches will be considered again later. 

4.2. Singularities of an analytic function. The only 
singularities which we have so far defined are isolated singu¬ 
larities of functions analytic and one-valued m a given region, 
or limit-points of such singularities These were classified as 
poles and essential singularities. This classification now proves 
to be inadequate. 

We shall now say that a one-valued analytic function is 
regular at any point which is interior to one of the circles used 
in continuation from the original element; and that it is singular 
at any limit-point of regular points which is not a regular point. 
A point where the function is singular is called a singular point 
or singularity This definition includes the poles and essential 
singularities which we considered before, but there may also be 
singularities which are not isolated In § 4 7 we shall construct 
functions for which every point of the unit circle is singular. 
A point of this kind is usually called an essential singularity also. 

The expression ‘regular’, as we have used it here, means more 
than ‘analytic’. A function may be analytic at a point, in 
accordance with the definition of § 2.14, without being regular 
there; for example, let f(z)i= e~ l!t for — J 77 < argz < > °. 

and let /(z) — 0 elsewhere. It is easily seen that this function 
is analytic at z = 0 , and/'( 0 ) = 0 . Consider, however, the con¬ 
tour consisting of the triangle with vertices at 0 and 1 i Jt. The 
function is analytic everywhere inside and on the contour, but 
it is evidently not regular at z = 0 . The distinction is, however, 
not very important, since it has to be made only for somewhat 
artificial functions like the one considered. 

In the theory of many-valued functions we have another kind 
of singularity, known as a branch-point. Suppose that, on con¬ 
tinuing the function/(z) round any sufficiently small circle with 
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centre z 0 , we return to the starting-point with a value of the 
function different from the one with which we started. Then 
z 0 is said to be a branch-point of f(z). For example, if we con¬ 
tinue Vz — \'re i%e round the circle of centre 0 and radius r from 
8 = 0 to 6 = 2-rr, the value of the function changes from Vr to 
— Vr. Hence z — 0 is a branch-point of Vz. Similarly it is a 
branch-point of 1 /Vz and logz. 

Notice that a branch-point is not necessarily an ‘infinity’ of 
the function. 

A branch of a many-valued function may, of course, have 
poles and essential singularities; and a point may be a singularity 
for one branch of the function but not for another. For example, 
the point z = 1 is a pole of the branch of 1/logz corresponding to 
the value of logz which is zero at z = 1, but not for any other 
value of the logarithm. A general definition of regular and 
singular points is not quite so simple for many-valued functions 
as for one-valued functions, and it is usually sufficient to con¬ 
sider particular branches separately. We define a regular point 
of a branoh in the same way as for a one-valued function; but 
a singularity such as a branch point cannot be assigned to one 
particular branch. 

Examples, (i) The function z*. defined as has an infinity of 

values unless a is real and rational, when it has a finite number of values, 
(li) The function z*(l —z)i has six values 
(m) One branch of the function 


is given for |z| < 1 by the series 

and z — 0 is a regular point for this branch, but it is a pole for every 
other branch. 

(iv) The function {log 1/(1— z)}* has singularities at z = 0 and z — 1; 
z = 0 is a branch-point for one determination of the logarithm. 

(v) Consider the singularities of the function log log z. 

4.21. If we continue an analytic function f(z ) along two dif¬ 
ferent routes from z 0 to z„ and obtain two different values off(z j), 
thenf{z) must have a singularity somewhere between the two routes. 

Weconstruct two chains of regions, say D v ...,D m &ndD[,...,D' n , 
such that two consecutive regions of either chain overlap, D 1 
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and D[ include z 0 , D m and D' n include z 1 ; f k {z) is analytic in 
D k , and g k (z) in D k \ f k (z) — /*._ 1 (z) in the common part of D k and 
D*_ lf and /j(z) = g x (z) in the common part of D x and D[. 

We have then to prove that, if we can continue the function 
to every point between the two routes, then f m (z x ) = g n ( z i)- 

If S is small enough, we can construct a polygonal line, 
starting at a point a in D 1 D[, and ending at b in D m D' n , with 
vertices at points (pS, qh), such that the circles of radius 28 
with these points as centres lie entirely in the first chain, and 
each contains the centre of the following one. This chain of 
circles can be substituted for the first chain of regions. A similar 
chain of circles, with the same 8, can be substituted for the 
second chain of regions. 

We can now replace the first route by a succession of new 
routes, consisting of circles of radius 28 with centres at points 
(p8, g8), such that each circle of each route overlaps the pre¬ 
vious route, and the circles of the same route on each side of 
it, without leaving any space uncovered It follows from the 
general principle of uniqueness of continuation that, with each 
such route, we arrive at z l with the same value of /(z l ). Also, in 
a finite number of steps we pass from one of our original routes 
to the other, since the function is regular at every point between 
the two routes, the process of continuation is never stopped. 

4.22. If the radius of convergence of the series 
f(z) = f a n z n 

n~ 0 

is finite, f(z) has at least one singularity on the circle of convergence. 

Let C be the circle of convergence, of radius R, and C' a 
concentric circle of radius R' < R. Let p be the radius of con¬ 
vergence of the power Beries about a point z on C’. As in § 4.15, 
p is a continuous function of z. Also p > R—R'. Let 8 be the 
lower bound of p for z on C’. Then 8 ^ R—R'. 

If 8 > R—R', the circles of convergence about points on C' 
together cover the region jz| < and so f(z) is regular in 

this larger circle. Hence, by the Cauchy-Taylor theorem, the 
radius of convergence of £ ®n 2 " greater than R, contrary to 
hypothesis. 

It follows that 8 = R—R'. Since a continuous function 
attains its lower bound, there is a point R'e' a , say, on C’, at 
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which p = R—R'. Then Re ia is a singularity of f(z). For if it 
were a regular point,/(z) would be regular in a cirole with centre 
z — Re iot , and then the radius of convergence about R'e itx would 
be greater than R— R'. 

Since we have established the existence of a singularity on 
the circle of convergence, we may speak of it as the singularity 
nearest to the origin, or one of the nearest. We may then say 
that the circle of convergence passes through the nearest 
singularity of the function to the origin. 

4.3. Riemann surfaces. The function Vz is a two-valued 
function of z; but, if we put z = re l8 and distinguish between 
equal values of z arising from different values of $, it is possible 
to represent it as a one-valued function. Suppose we consider 
the values of z corresponding to it < 6 <3n as distinct from 
those corresponding to —it < 6 < n) but those corresponding to 
3n < 0 < 5rr as the same again, and so on. This is equivalent 
to replacing the ordinary z-plane by two planes We may think 
of them as superposed, each of them being cut along the 
negative real axis, and the planes being joined cross-wise along 
the cut. The configuration thus obtained is called a Riemann 
surface. 

If now we pass along a path encircling the origin, starting on 
the upper plane from the negative real axis, we pass round the 
upper plane once, then cross to the lower plane, pass round it 
once, and then return to the upper plane. 

This corresponds precisely to the way in which we obtain the 
two different values of Vz. On the upper plane, say with 
—7r < 6 < it. we have Vz = Vre**® (—\n < < Jw), and on the 
lower plane Vz = Vre* 1 ^ ($tt < £# < ^ 77 ), and if 6 is increased 
further we return to the upper plane again, and the values are 
repeated. Thus Vz is a one-valued function on the Riemann 
surface. 

We represent the function logz in a similar way upon an 
infinity of superposed planes, each cut along the negative real 
axis and joined to the opposite edge of the one below. In this 
case there is no return to the starting-point. 

For a function such as V{(z—o)(z— b)} we may make a cut on 
each plane along the straight line joining the points z = a and 
z — b, and join cross-wise along the cut. 
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The number of branches of a many-valued function may be 
defined as the least number of planes which are required to form 
a Riemann surface on which the function is one-valued. 

Considerable ingenuity is required in constructing Riemann 
surfaces for more complicated functions. The properties of 
Riemann surfaces are of great importance in the general theory 
of many-valued functions, but it is beyond the scope of this 
chapter to pursue the subject further. 


4.4. Integrals containing a complex parameter. We 

know that if z is real and positive, then 

°° l 

(e-^dt = -. (I) 

j z 

0 

Now the integral is uniformly convergent in any finite region 
to the right of the imaginary axis, and therefore represents an 
analytic function of z, regular for R(z) > 0 Hence the function 

«° - 

F(z) — j" e~ rf dt - 

J z 

0 

is regular for R(z) > 0, and F(z) = 0 on the real axis. Hence 
F(z) = 0 wherever it is regular, i e (1) holds for complex values 
of z whose real part is positive. Thus we may put z — x-\-iy 
(x > 0) and separate real and imaginary parts, and obtain the 
well-known results 

OD 00 

f e _x, cos ytdt~ a X f e -x, sin yt dt — -- ^(2) 

Examples, (i) Prove that 
00 

I B '“‘ dt = Sz ( R(2) > °)’ 

0 

[Assuming the result for real values of z, the general result may be 
obtained either by analytic continuation, or by using Cauchy’s theorem 
to turn the line of integration through an angle — Jargi.] 


(li) Prove that 


IT 


dt 


zcost 1 — r a ) 


except when z is real and z > 1 or z < —1. 
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4.41. The Gamma-function. The formula 


T(z) = j dw (1) 

0 

defines r(z) as an analytic function, regular for R(z) > 0 
(§2.85). As it stands it tells us nothing about r(z) on the 
imaginary axis or to the left of it. 

Consider, however, the function 

/(z) = f c e ~ w (~ w ) t ~ 1 dw > (2) 

where C consists of the real axis from oo to 8, the circle ju>j = 8 
described in the positive direction, and the real axis from 8 to oo 
again. The many-valued function (—tc)* -1 = d' -111 '^is made 
definite by taking log(— w) to be real at w - —8. The contour 
integral is uniformly convergent in any finite region of the 
z-plane, for the question of convergence now arises at infinity 
only, a case already discussed in § 1.51. Hence f(z) is regular 
for all finite values of z. 

If w = pe't, then logic = log it) on the contour. The 
integrals along the real axis therefore give 





= — 2t sin zn 


On the circle of radius 8 


J dp. 
8 


= | e (*-l)«oe8+i(^-ir)}| = g(:i;-l)log8-l— 0 ( S 1-1 ). 

The integral round the circle is therefore 0 ( 8 X ) = o(l) as 8 -> 0 
if * > 0. Hence, making 8 -+ 0, we obtain 

CO 

/(z) = — 2i sin zn J e-fy* -1 dp = — 2t sin zn T(z) (R(z) > 0). 
o 

Now the function i»/(z)coseczrr is regular for all values of z 
except possibly at the poles of cosec zn, viz. z = 0, ±1, ±2,...; 
and it equals T(z) for R(z) > 0. We can therefore take this 
function as a continuation of T(z) over the whole z-plane. But 

we know already that F(z) is regular at z = 1 , 2 . Hence the 

only possible poles are at z = 0, —1, —2,.... 
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These points are actually poles of T(z); for if z is a negative 
integer, (—to)*- 1 is one-valued, and the integral (2) can be 
evaluated by the calculus of residues. We obtain 

/(— n) = —2iriln\, 
and the residue of T(z) is 

,. 2ni z+n ( — l) n 
2 tsinz7r n> 

All the gamma-function formulae can now be extended to 
general complex values of z. For example, the functional equa¬ 
te 00 r(z)r(l-z) = n cosec z-rr, 

proved on the assumption that z is real and 0 < z < 1, holds 
for all non-integral values of z. 

A consequence of this formula is that l/r(z) is an integral 
function. For in the above formula the poles of T(l—z) are all 
cancelled by zeros of sin zn. 

We can now prove for T(z) formulae similar to those of 
§§3.22-3 By §1.86 (4) 

=jr+f {(l-O'-*- 1 -!}**- 1 dt (0<h< x) 

= J { (1 —0*- 1 —!}<- x dt +0(1) 

0 

as h 0 The left-hand side is 


r L{m-*rw+...}ji+^+...), 

where A is a constant. Equating the constant terms, we obtain 

™ = <* > 0). 

0 

Putting Ijt = 2 (1— t) n and integrating term by term, 


nz) = ^/ i 


M 

n+zj 


-A. 


The process is justified by §1.77 if z > 1; the result holds by 
analytic continuation for any z except a negative integer. 
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It is easily seen that the formula can be rearranged as 


Hg) , 1 

rw 


Uf -T-)~ C - 

z \n n+zj 


where C is another constant. Integrating and taking expo¬ 
nentials, CO . 

Putting 2 = 1, 1 = e c ^1-f 

Hence . / .. 

“Jl m .( 1+ 5 + " + S- logJ, )“ v ' 

y being Euler’s constant 


4.42. Stirling’s formula for complex values of s The 
formula of the previous section gives 

log I» = ^ j^ —l°g(i + ^)J—yz— Io g z > (*) 

n-1 ' 

each logarithm having its principal value. Now it is easily 
verified that 


A ^ * 


du 


-Zl;- log ( 1+ i- log((if - 1),) - 2 ( 1+ 5 + ' + ^i) _ 

-(*+})Iogz+ (N- i+ z)log(N+z) - N. 
Using 1.87 (1), and the relations 

1+ \ + - + N=i = l °8 N +V+°M’ 
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iog(ir+z) = iogir+l+o( ] i s ). 


and making N oo, it follows that 

00 

logr(«) = ( 2 —i)logz—z+ilog2w+ J du. (2) 

0 

u 

Writing <f>{u) = J ([t>]— dv, <f>(u) is bounded, since clearly 
^(n+l) — <f>{n) if n is an integer. Hence the last term in (2) is 


f £!!>*, = fJWi, , 0 f -- *L _J - o/I) 

J u+z J ( u+z) 2 I J u 2 -\-r 2 — 2wcos8J yrf 

0 0 v 0 1 

uniformly for — tt+S ^ argz ^ n—8 This is the extension of 
Stirling’s formula to complex values of z. 


Examples, (i) For any constant a 

log r(2+a) = (z+a —J)log*-z + llog27r+0(l/|z|) 
as |z| -*• 00 , uniformly for — tt + S < argz < ir—8. 

( 11 ) For any fixed value of x, as y -*■ ± 00 

|r(*+ty)| <— e-*’’l v l|y| x - , V(27r). 

OO 

(in) Show that the senes <f>(u) = 2 (1 —cos 2tmu)j(2-n i v 1 ) can be m- 

*•-1 

sorted in the above formula and integrated term by term. Hence prove 
that the integral in (2) is 

it +0 ((ir*) 

This process can be carried to any number of terms by repeated partial 
integrations. 


4.43. The Zeta-function. The function £(z), defined origi¬ 
nally by the series 

£( 3 ) = p + 2*+— (R( z )> ] )> (1) 

has been shown (§ 1.78 (ii)) to be also given by the formula 

00 

«‘> - r'(*) / iw ( R <‘> > *)■ < J > 
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We can use this formula to continue {( 2 ) across the line x — 1 1 
in the same way that we continued T(z) across x = 0. In fact 
we can prove in precisely the same way as before that, if 

R(2) >1, 


«*) = 


1 

2 * sin 27r f(z) 


f {-wf - 1 

Jc 


dw, 


( 3 ) 


where, as before, the contour C comes from positive infinity 
and encircles the origin once in the positive direction. The only 
difference is that C must now exclude all the poles of 1) 

other than w = 0, viz. the points w— ±2*77, ±4*77,.... 

Using the functional equation for the T-function, wo may 
write the result in the form 


«*)= 


*T(l-2) f (-M-) 1 ' 1 


27 T 


f (-*<')'-■ 

Jc e "’~ 1 


dw. 


As in the case of the T-function, the contour integral is an 
integral function of 2. This formula therefore provides the con¬ 
tinuation of £(2) over the whole plane. The only possible 
singularities are at the poles of r(l— 2), viz. at 2 — 1 , 2 ,.... But 
we know already that £(2) is regular at 2 = 2, 3, . Hence the 
only possible pole is at 2 = 1. This is actually a simple pole, 
with residue 1. For at z = 1 the contour integral is equal to 



dw 

e w —l 


= 2 77* 


by the theorem of residues, and r(l—z) has a simple pole with 
residue —1, whence the result. 

Again, it is well known that 

1 1 1 . V (~l) n - 1 B, l w 2n - 1 

e w —l ~w~2 + 2* 72»)T 

where the coefficients B n (Bernoulli’s numbers) are rational 
numbers. Hence we can evaluate £(—**), where n is any positive 
integer, by the theorem of residues. We find that 


£(0) = — i, 

£( — 2m) = 0 (m =1,2,...), 

/_1 \m+\ » 

£(-2m-1) = L _y |”*±1 {m = 0 ,1,...). 

2m ±2 
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4.44. The functional equation for the £-function. The 

^-function satisfies the functional equation 

^(1 —r) = 2 1- %~ i co8 ^rrz r(z)£(z). 

To prove this, we tako the formula (3) of the previous section, 
where now z may have any value, and deform the contour into 
the contour C n consisting of the square with centre the origin 
and sides parallel to the axes' length of side (4n-f 2 ) 77 , together 
with the positive real axis from (2 n+ 1 )rr to infinity. In so doing 
we pass over poles of the integrand at the points w = 2in, tin,..., 
2 nin, and — 2iir,.. , — 2niir. The residue at 2vin (»/ > 0) is 

gta-lWogivn-hn) _ (2l/77) J ~ 1 ie~ il,r *, 

and at —2 vvn it is 

e (:-lXli«2t'ir t lilt) __ _ ('2v7r)-~ l ie^ ,n '-. 

The sum of these two residues is 

(2v7r) :_1 2sin i-nz. 

Hence § 4 43 (3) gives 

sin nz r(z)£(z) — — ~ J ^ t dw + 2n sin I 772 £ (irrr) 1 - 1 . 

Suppose now that R(z) < 0. On the Bquare 

|(—| = eix-niogiu'i-varBf-w) _ 0(n x ~ l ), 

and le 10 —1| > A, while the length of the square is 0(n). Hence 
this part of the integral is 0{n x ), and so it tends to zero. The 
remaining part of the integral plainly tends to zero also. Hence, 
makmg n -> oo, we obtain 

sin7rz r(z)£(z) = 27Tsin Jttz^tt)*- 1 ]£ v* -1 

„=1 

= 277 sin i7rz(27r)*~ 1 ^(l— z), 

which is equivalent to the result stated. This proves the func¬ 
tional equation for R(z) < 0, and so, by § 4.42, for all values 
of z. 


4.45. An alternative proof. The following proof* proceeds 
on quite different lines. Let 


V sin(2n+l)x 

m ~ Z 2 »+T” * 


( 1 ) 


* Hardy (15). 
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This series is boundedly convergent, and f(x) = (— for 

mn <z < (m-f 1 )jt, to = 0,1, 2,...; for 

sin 2nx 


^•>-2 — 2 


2n 


n=l n=i 

and the results easily follow from those of § 1.76, ex. (li). We 
may therefore multiply (1) by x P_1 (0<p< 1) and integrate 
term by term over any finite interval (0, X). Thus 


■*- oo -*• 

f x p ~ x f{x) dx = ^ J 2 p “ l8 ’ n (2«+l)£ dx. 

o n=0 o 

We may then replace X by oo provided that 

* 1 r 

lim V jt —:—— I a: p - 1 sin(2a-f-l)a: dx = 0. 

jc-*A2»4-1 J 


( 2 ) 


( 3 ) 


x 


Integrating by parts, the integral is 

x ’-‘ —+1^ J* 

x 

= 0(^\+0L V, fV-irUo/^V 
\2n4 _ l/ \2»-(-1 J J \2re+l/ 

and (3) clearly follows. 

Inserting the value of f(x), and evaluating the integrals on 
the right-hand side by § 3 127, we therefore obtam 

w (m+l)w w 

iw 2 ( “ 1)m / xP ~ ldx = T{v) ^ p7T J<(2nllY>^ 

m=0 mjr 

The series on the right-hand side converges to 
(l_2-J»-i)^ + l). 

That on the left is 

-[l+f (-!)”*{(»»+ 

P >- m= l J 

This senes is convergent for p < 1, and, as a little consideration 
of the above argument shows, uniformly convergent for 
R (p) <; 1—8 < 1. Its sum is therefore an analytic function of 
p, regular for R(p) < 1. But for p < 0 it is 

2(l p —2 p +3 3> —...) = 2(1 —2 P+1 )£(—p). 
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By the theory of analytic continuation its sum is the same 
analytic function of p for R(p) < 1. 

Hence, for 0 < p < 1, 

7 rP +1 

V-(1 -» +1 )t(-p) = r(/>)8in \pn{l-2-r>-'%(p+\), 

ip 

and putting p = z— 1 we have the same functional equation as 
before. The proof holds for I < z < 2 only, but the result, 
proved for these values of z, holds for all values by analytic 
continuation. 

4.5. The principle of reflection. Let f(z) be an analytic 
function, regular in a region D intersected by the real axis, and 
real on the real axis. Thenf(z) takes conjugate values for conjugate 
values of z. 

Let z 0 be an interior point of D on the real axis. Then 
f(z) = f a n (z—z 0 ) n 

n = o 

for sufficiently small values of |z— z 0 ] 

All the coefficients a n are real, for 

a o ~f( z o)> ®i — / ( 2 o)’ 

Clearly a n is real, re, may be calculated as the limit of 

/(?>—/<-o) 

z-z 0 

as z z 0 by real values. Hence a x is real So they are all real. 

The result now follows inside the circle of convergence of the 
above series. The general result then follows by continuation, 
since the power series about conjugate points will always have 
conjugate coefficients. 

4.51. A method of obtaining the analytic continuation of 
certain functions is given by the Riemann-Schwarz ‘principle 
of reflection’. This is contained m the following theorem, which 
is a sort of converse of the previous one. 

Suppose that a region D of the z-plane has as part of its boundary 
a segment, l of a straight line; and that w ~f(z) is an analytic 
function, regular in D and continuous on l, and such that, as z 
describes l, w describes a straight line X in the w-plane. Lei z be 
a point of D, z x its reflection in l, and let u\ be the reflection of 
w in X. Then v\ — is an analytic continuation of w. 
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In the first place, v\ is an analytic function of z x ; for it is 
easily seen from a figure that, if w' corresponds to 2 ', and w[, zj 
are their reflections, 

\z\—Zy\ = |z'— 2 |, |W’| — «>i| — \w'—U'\\ 

and 

arg(zi—z x ) = 2a—arg(z'— 2 ), arg(u> x — w y ) = 2/3—argfu;'—u>), 
where a and /? are the angles lbetween l and A reflectively and 
the real axis. Now when z' -> 2 , the limit 


exists, i e the limits 


lim 


w — W'j 


i 2 —2 I 

exist Hence the limits 



lim{arg(u>'— w) —arg( 2 '— 2 )} 


2,-2i , 

exist, and so 


-u\ 


lim{arg(ic x —u> x )—arg(z x —z x )} 


lim 


w,—w , 


exists, i.e. is an analytic function of 2 ,. 

Secondly, it is clear that, on l, v\ — w. 

To prove that the two functions are analytic continuations 
of each other, take any point of the line l , and descrilie round 
it a circle C so small that it lies entirely inside D and its reflec¬ 
tion D v Let c be the boundary of the part of C m D, c x of the 
part in D v Let <f>(z ) = w in the part of D inside C, and <f>(z) — v\ 
in the remainder of C. Then (f>(z ) is continuous, and it is 
sufficient to prove that <fi(z) is an analytic function of z. 

Ijet z ft Ik* a point inside C and D. Then* 


4 >(* 0) = 


1 

2 tt i 


l 



and, since <f>(z)/(z—z 0 ) is regular in D v 

0= 1 . f M dz. 
2m z—z 0 


* Nee the end of § 2 35. 
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HADAMAKD’S MULTIPLICATION THEOKEM 
Adding, we obtain 



1 


4>(z) 

2 — 2 0 


dz, 


(I) 


the integrals along l cancelling 

We clearly obtain the same formula if z 0 is any point inside 
C and Z>j; and also, since each side of (1) is continuous, if z Q is 
inside C and on l. But, as in § 2 8, the right-hand side of (1) is 
an analytic function of z 0 , regular inside C. This proves the 
theorem. 

The method of proof also gives the following general theorem: 
if two functions f(z), ffz), are analytic and regular in regions D 
and D l separated by a contour C, and continuous on C, and 
f(z) ~ f\{z) along C, then the two functions are analytic con¬ 
tinuations of each other. 


4.6. Hadamard 's multiplication theorem.* The following 

problem, which was considered hv Hadamard, is a good example 
of the principles of analytic continuation Suppose that 

f{z) £ a n z“ 

n -0 

is convergent for J z\ < R, and 

g(z) = | b H z* 

n~ o 

is convergent for Jzj < R', and that the singularities of f(z) and 
g(z) are known. What can be said about the singularities of 
the function 

F{z) = V a„b n z n , (1) 

n~ o 

whose coefficients are the products of those in the given series ? 

The general result is that, if f{z) has singularities at <x lt a 2 ,.. , 
and g(z) at , then the singularities of F(z) are to be found 

among the points a m . 

Let us suppose, to take the simplest possible case, that/( 2 ) has 
just one singularity, z = a, and < 7 ( 2 ) just one singularity, 2 = /?. 

In the first place, F(z) is regular for sufficiently small values 
of 2 , and in fact for |z| < RR'. For if e > 0 

] a n (R-e)’'\<K, \b n (R’-t)*\ < K, 

nl< {(R-e){R’- e )} n ' 

* Hadamard (3). 


80 that 
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and by taking e small enough we see that the radius of con¬ 
vergence of the series for F(z) is at least equal to Bit. 

Hadamard’s theorem depends on the following representation 
of F{z) as an integral: 

f , (2) 

2mJ c \w/ w 

where C is a contour, including the origin, on which \w\ < R, 
\zjw\ < R'. To prove this, write 


4)=2 4 )“ 

' n~ o 7 

in the integral, and integrate term by term, as we may by 
uniform convergence. We obtain 


1 

2tu 




dw 


= 1 a A*”. 

n-0 

the required result. In order that the inequalities |u>| < R, 
\z/w\ < R', should be consistent, it is, of course, necessary that 
\z | < RR' If this condition is satisfied, C may, for example, 
be any circle between \w\ = R and \w\ = \z\jR'. 

In the case where each function has just one singularity, 
R — [a| and R' = |j3| 

We next continue the function F(z) beyond the circle 
|z| = RR' by deforming the contour C As long as C remains 
fixed, z may, in ( 2 ), take any value such that z//J remains inside 
the contour C For, by § 2.83, the right-hand side of ( 2 ) is an 
analytic function of z for all such values of z, and the continua¬ 
tion of F(z) to all such values follows at once. 

Suppose on the other hand that we deform C into another 
contour C\, which includes z = 0 and excludes z = at. Let 

F ^=LL/ {w)e iTi- ,3) 

Then by Cauchy’s theorem F^z) — F(z), provided that the 
point w = z/i8 lies within both C and G x ; for then the integrand 
is an analytic function of w, regular between C and C v 

The formula (3) therefore provides the continuation of F(z) 
to all values of z such that z/jS lies within G v 
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The only restriction on z, therefore, is that z/fi must lie within 
a contour whiijh excludes z — at. But we can choose such a con¬ 
tour for every z except 2 = a/J. 

Thus F(z) is regular except at 2 = a£. The proof, however, 
applies only to what we may call the principal branch of F{z), 
viz. that obtained by continuation from the original element 
without encircling any of the points o^S. In the above example 
the contour C l cannot have a loop going round a and enclosing 
the origin again on the other side, since the integrand has a 
singularity at w — 0. Hence if z/jS -> 0 along a path encircling the 
point a, it is impossible to choose C 1 appropriately. The point 
2 = 0 may therefore be a singularity of other branches of F(z). 

In the general case the details of the proof are, of course, 
more complicated, but the general method is the same. 


Examples. ( 1 ) If 



0(2) =• r—> 
b — z 


then 
(h) If 


F(z) = 


1 

ab-z 


/(z) = 


1 

1-z*’ 


g(z) = 


z 

i-z*’ 


then F(z) = 0, so that the points otfi are not necessarily singularities 
of F(z). 


4.7. Functions with natural boundaries. Let 

f(z) = 2 z n! . 

0 

Then/(z) is an analytic function, regular for |z| < 1. Let 

2 = re 2pml9 , 

and consider the behaviour of f{z) as r -> 1 through real values. 
Now }{z) =*2 2 "' + f. 2"’ =/l(2)+/ a (2), 

n-0 n = g 

say. Then f x (z) is a polynomial, and tends to a finite limit as 
r -* 1. When n ^ q, q is a divisor of »!, and so 

z n\ — r n\ (n^q). 

Hence /*(z) = 2 f "'» 

which tends to infinity as r -> 1. Hence /(z) -* 00 , and so 
z = is a singularity of /(z). But points of this kind are 
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dense everywhere round the unit circle, so that there is no arc, 
however small, on which f(z) is regular. It is therefore impos¬ 
sible to continue /(z) across the unit circle, and so the unit circle 
is a natural boundary of the function. 

A similar result holds for the function 

n=0 

—we put z — re 2pn ‘ I2 ‘ and proceed as before. 

4.71. Lambert’s series.* Let 

/(«) = 2 d(n)z n (|z| < 1), 

n l 

where d(n) denotes the number of divisors of n We shall prove 
that the unit circle is a natural boundary of thiB function. 
Consider the double series 


2 2*" 

/X -1 v 1 

If we arrange it as a single power senes we obtain /(z), and if 
we sum it by rows we obtain 

'<*>= 2i£s 

n~-l 

The double series is absolutely convergent, for j z\< 1, so that 
the transformation is justified 

Let 2 = re 2pT! ‘ 1 ' 1 

where p and q are positive integers, p > 0, q > 1, and p is prime 
to q. Then we shall prove that, as r ->■ 1, 

( 1 — r)f(z)~* co. 


For let 




where, in H- takes all values es 0 (mod q). in 2 2 all other 
values. In 2 , putting p = mq, 

zp — (re 2mplQ ) mQ = r mq , 

so that 

<•-.-> z.-<■-'> 2 iS* 


m-\ 

1 —r sr' 1—r® 




1 — l—r 

m~l 


r mg 


See Knopp (1). 
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.2 


r lBfl 


l+r«+...+r< m - lw 

m=l 


1 — r ™j 1 1 

^ - > — = - log-> 00 . 

q t—i m q l—r'' 


On the other hand, if ft ^ O(modg), 

!l- 2 f*|2z= j i - r ^ l “^\ 2 = (l-r^+ArV- sm 2 ?^- 

9 


Hence 


Kl-r)S,|< (1 ~ f) 7 r'H „ Vt? < 

' 4 ' 2 2 sin nlq £-> 2 sin nlq 


4rf*sin 2 -. 

q 

1 -f- Vr 


1 


2 sin njq 


M =0 


jq sin it jq 


Hence, as in the previous cases, the unit circle is a natural 
boundary of f(z). 

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 

1. The power series z — jz* + Jz 3 — . 

may be continued to a wider region by means of the series 

log 2 — i—^ — — —— — — ... 

K 2 2 2* 3.2 3 

2. The power senes z +Jz*+ls 3 -f-•• 

and j7t-(z-2)-|-4(z — 2)* — i(z — 2) 3 -f .. 

have no common region of convergence, but are analytic continuations 

of the same function 

3. The functions defined by the series 

1 4-az4-a*z* +.. 

and —!— - 

1 — z 

are analytic continuations of each other. 

4. If/(z) and y(z) are integral functions, the integral 


( 1 -«>Z , ( 1 —« )*£* 

(I-*)* (1-Zp 


1 f (ZM + dw, 

7rt I ^ W-Z ZW—W’I 


2m 

taken round the unit circle, represents /(z) inside the circle and g{l/z) 
outside it. 

!i. If F(a, ft ;y ;z) denotes the Beries 

aft a (<x+l)ft(ft+l) 

, + _ I+ „ 1T _^ lr z + .... 

/(z) - F{a, 1 jc;z) 


show that the series 
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have a common region of convergence; that in this region they both 
satisfy the differential equation 

2(1 -*)S + ~ au = 

that/( 0 ) = 0 ( 0 ) and/'( 0 ) = g'( 0 ); and henoe that the two functions are 
analytic continuations of each other. 

0. The function -- - - - - 

V(2 —s)+l 

has two power series about 2 = 0 , with radii of convergence 1 and 2 
respectively. 

7. Consider the singularities of the functions 


exp 


0(2-2)+!)’ 1Og 0(2-2)+l)' 


V(2-2)+) 


8 . Show that the formulae (2) of § 4.4, which were proved there for 
real values of a- and y, hold also for all complex values such that 

|i(y)| < R(*)- 

9. Prove that _ _ 

dw + V --——^ - , 

+ Zwn'(z+n)’ 


oo 

P(z) = J - 


and hence give another proof of the analytic properties of P(z). 

oo 

10. Prove that j" P^cos tdt = r(z)co8 \irz 

o 

if 0 < R(z) < 1; and that 
00 

J P-'sinf dt = r(z)am Jttz 

if — 1 < R(z) < 1. 

11. Prove that if 0 < R(z) < 1 

O0 

£(z) =tT - f W' 1 " 1 / ^ —-) dw, 

T(zj J Ve 1 ' — 1 «’/ 

o 

and that if — 1 < R(z) < 0 


{<*) 




/ —-- + -) dw. 

\e *—1 w 2> 


[Consider the corresponding contour integrals as in § 4.43.] 

12. Deduce the functional equation for the zeta-function from the 
first formula of ex. 11 , and the formula of Ch. Ill, Misc. Ex. 10. 
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13. Deduce the functional equation for the seta-function from the 
second formula of ex. 11, and ex. (iii) of $ 3.22. 

14. The function L(z) is defined for R(z) > 1 by the series 


L(z) 


2 

1 * 



Show that L(z) is an integral function of z, and that it satisfies the 
functional equation 

L(l— z) — 2‘n~ , H\n$iTZ T(z)L(z). 

15. A function f(z) is defined for jz| < 1 by the series 

n=o 

00 

Show that /(*) - r J g) J 12 S dl ’ 

o 


and hence that }(z) is regular except possibly on the positive real axis. 

By deforming the line of integration into a suitable curve, show that 
the prmcipal branch of /(z) is regular except at the point z = 1 . 

16. Show that the singularities of the prmcipal branch of 


2 
71 =0 


u.z* 

(n+l> 


are the same for all real values of a. 


17. Two functions /(x), g(x), are connected by the formulae 


J 


/(x) = e“ 0 (t) dt, ff(x) 


ou 

s/ 


e-^M dt. 


for real values of x. Show that there cannot be a finite interval outside 
which both/(x) = 0 and g{x) — 0 , unless both functions are everywhere 0 . 
[If /(x) = 0 for x < a and x > 6, gr(x) is analytic.] 

18. If f(z) = 2 z*“, 

»« 0 

show that /(z) = /(z*)-fz, 

and deduce from this that [zj — 1 is a natural boundary of the function. 
16. If a is a real irrational number, the series 


2 


l 

2 -(z —e"*") 


n=-l 

represents two different analytic functions, one mside the unit circle and 
one outside it, the unit circle being a natural boundary of each. If a is 
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rational, the senes represents a single rational function. I In the first 
case the function is unbounded as * —► along the radius vector.] 


20. The function 



1 

n‘+n 


) 


has the line R(z) 1 as a natural boundary. 

(Every point of this line is a limit-point of zeros.] 


21. Let 


00 


j(z) = 2 <v 
n~ 0 


(1*1 < i) 


and 


- 2 


Then the mtegial 


F(z) 



dt 


provides the continuation of /(z) acioss any arc of the circle of con¬ 
vergence where /(z) is regular. 

[This is Borel’s method of continuation—see his Lemons tmr lea ainea 
divergentea, p 94. We have F(z) - f(z) wherever the senes for/(z) is 
convergent; for by § 1.79 we may then insert the sories for <f>(zt) and 
integrate term by term But if/(z) can be continued at all, F(z) exists 
in a wider region. Let z be a regular point of /(z). As in § 4 6 we have 


<t>(:t) - 


2m 


j /(w)e-i- 


dw 

» 

w 


where C is a contour including the origin, and excluding the singu¬ 
larities of f(w). Hence 

|^(z<)( < Kc MI 

where K is independent of z and t, and M is the maximum of R(z,u>) 
for values of w on C. To prove the integral for F(z) convergent, we must 
have Af < 1. Now R{z/ui) < 1 if w lies outside the circle on Oz as 
diameter We therefore take C to be a concentric circle of slightly larger 
radius—say -£|z|-|-8; on it M — |z|/(|z|-f S). Also C must exclude all 
singularities of /(re), and it does so if z lies in a region D formed as 
follows: Through each singular point of f(w), draw a line perpendicular 
to the line joining the point to the origin. The unit circle is included 
in a polygon D formed by these lines. It is easily seen from a figure 
that the conditions are fulfilled if z is inside D and S is small enough. 
It now follows without difficulty that Borel’s integral gives the con¬ 
tinuation of /(z) to all points inside D.] 

22. Verify Borel’s theorem for the functions 
1 1 1 
1-2* 1-Z*’ 1-Z*‘ 



CHAPTER V 

THE MAXIMUM-MODULUS THEOREM 

5.1. The maximum-modulus theorem. Let f(z) be an 
analytic function, regular in a region D and on its boundary C, 
which we take to be a simple closed contour. Then \f(z)\ is 
continuous in D, since 

\\f(z+h)\-\f(z)\\<:\f(z+h)-f(z)\, 
which tends to zero with h Hence \f(z)\ has a maximum value, 
which is attained at one or more points The fundamental 
theorem of the chapter is that |/(z)| reaches its maximum on 
the boundary C, and not at any interior point of D. We may 
express it by saying that if |/(z)| sC M on C, then the same 
inequality holds at all points of D. 

A more precise form of the theorem is as follows: 

If |/(2)| < M on C, then ' f(z) I < M at all interior points of D, 
unless f(z) is a constant (when of course i/(z)| = M everywhere). 

We shall give a number of different proofs of this theorem. 

5.11. First proof This depends on the lemma that if 
is continuous, <f>(x) <i k, and 

b 

( 1 ) 

It 

then <f>(x) -- k. For if </>(£) < k, there is an interval (f — S,£-fS) 
in which <f>(x) sC k—e, saj . and 
/» 

j f>(x) dx ^ 2h(k—e) (b—a — 28)k — (b—a)k— 2Se, 

a 

contradicting (1). 

To prove the theorem, suppose that, at an interior point z 0 
of I), |/(z)| has a value at least equal to its value anywhere else. 
Let F be a circle with centre z 0 lying entirely in D. Then 



Putting z—z 0 = re' 6 , /(z)//(z„) — pe't, so that p and <f> are func¬ 
tions of 8, we may write (2) as 

2 n 

0 


( 3 ) 
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2tr 

Hence 1 < — [pdd. 

2 IT J 
o 

But by hypothesis p < 1. Hence, by the lemma, p — 1 for all 
values of 6. 

Taking the real part of (3) we now obtain 


Sir 



0 


bo that, by the lemma, cos <f>= 1. Hence f(z) =/(2 0 ) on T, and 
so everywhere; that is, /(z) is a constant. 

5.12. Second proof. This is similar in principle to the first 

proof, but, instead of Cauchy’s integral, we use the fact (§ 2.5) 

that, if * 

f(z)= 2a n (z-z 0 )", 
n = 0 
2-rr 

then ~ [ |/(z 0 -fre lfl )| a d6 — f |a n |V 2 ". 

ZTT J n = 0 

0 

Under the same hypotheses as before, the left-hand side does 
not exceed |/(z 0 )j 2 , i.e. |a 0 | 2 . Hence 

\a 0 \*+\a 1 \*r*+\a t \*r*+... < |a 0 |* 

for a positive value of r. Hence o 1 = a 2 —... — 0, and f(z) 
is a constant. 

5.13. Third proof. If z 0 is an interior point of D, we may 
expand f(z) in a senes of powers of z — z 0 , 

f(z) = f a n (z-z 0 ) n , 

n- o 

with a positive radius of convergence. Putting 
z-z„ = re i0 , a n — A n e ia 

this is f(z) = 2 -4 n r n e << “» H - n ® ) . 

n = 0 

Hence |/(z)|* = J 2 A rn A n r m+n e i{am+m6 ' <Xn ~ nB) . (1) 

m=0 n ~0 

Suppose first that o 0 ^ 0. Since the series is absolutely con¬ 
vergent, we may rearrange it as a power series in r with a positive 
radius of convergence. Let k be the smallest positive value of 
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n for which a n ^ 0. Then 

1/(2)^^= Al+2A 0 A k r k cos(<x 0 —<x k —lc6)-\- T c, t r«, (2) 

n-TT+l 

where |c (1 1 < c 11 for some value of c. Hence 

I Y c„r"|< T c"r n — c k+1 r k+1 /(l—cr), 

'n^Tcl 1 1 n Tn 

which is less than /l 0 ^l A r fc if r is small enough For such a value 
of r, \f(z)\~ — Al takes both positive and negative values as 9 
varies between 0 and 2 n, the middle term on the right of (2) 
varying between —2 A 0 A k r k and 2A 0 A l r k . Hence A 0 is neither 
a maximum nor a minimum of \f(z)\. 

The proof breaks down if there is no n n {n > 0) which is not 
zero. But then f(z) — a 0 for all values of z. 

Finally, if a 0 ~ 0, |/(z„)| = 0, which cannot be a maximum, 
but is a minimum 

This proves the theorem. We have also shown incidentally 
that | f(z)\ cannot have, in 1>, a minimum other than 0 This may 
also be proved by applying the general theorem to the function 
!//(*)• 

5.14. Harmonic functions. The corresponding theorem 
for harmonic functions is that a function which is harmonic in 
a region cannot have a maximum at an interior point of the region. 
For let u be the real part of f{z). If ms a maximum at an 
interior point, so is e u , i.e so is [F(z)( — \e f{z) \. This has been 
shown to be impossible. 

The theorem can also be proved by an argument similar to 
that of § 5 13 Without going into complete detail, this may be 
seen in a general way as follows. Let n(x.y) be the real part 
of an analytic function f(z) — 2 a ,A n • regular at z = 0 Then 

u(x,y) = R'2a n (x+iyY l . 

and we obtain for u{x,y ) a double series of powers of x and y. 
The coefficients being those of Taylor’s theorem, we have 

u(x, y) - «(0,0) = u^x + u y y + $( u xx x 2 +2v xl/ xy + u yy y 2 ) + ... 

A necessary condition for a maximum is that u x = u y = 0. But 
since, for a harmonic function, v, xx -\-u yy = 0, u xx and u yy have 
opposite signs, and we can make u(x,y)—u(0, 0) either positive 
or negative by taking x = 0 and y small, or y = 0 and x small. 
M 



168 THE MAXIMUM MODULUS THEOREM 

Examples. (i)lf|/(z)|' m on jz| - n,f(z) irregular for |z| a, and 
|/(0)| «■. m, then J(z) hits at least one zero in |c| -r a. 

(For jf(z)j has a minimum inside the circle, and the minimum value 
must be zero J 

(n) Use the pievious example to show that every ulgebiaii eipiation 
has u root. 

5.15. The maximum-modulus theorem is also true for a func¬ 
tion f(z) which is regular but not one-valued in a region, pro¬ 
vided that [ f(z)\ is one-valued (eg \s in a rmg-shajx'd region 
surrounding the origin), for the above proofs hold for any 
branch of the function. 

5.16. Let f(z) be an analytic function regular for |sj - ' J{, 

and let M(r) denote the maximum of |/(r)' on c| r Then 
M(r) is a steadily increasing function of r jor r _ R. For it follows 
at once from the above theorem that Jl l(rf) M(r,) if r, - ^ 

and J/(rj) can only be equal to M(r.,) if /(c) is a constant 

(Similarly the function A (r) defined in $ 2 53 as the maximum 
of R{f(z)}, is an increasing function of t For 

e A(r) — max \e !{: \ 

\z\~r 

5.2. Schwarz’s lemma. If f(z ) is an analytic Jundion, 
regular for |r| R, and |/(z)| 3/ for j R, and /(()) - 0, then 

Mr 

IfW)\< x «> -r.'R) 

Let 4>{~) — f(z)/z- Then <f>(z) i« regular for t z ■ R , and 

\<f>{z)\ U M/R 

on the circle \z\—-R The same inequality therefore holds inside 
the circle also, and since \4>(z)\ - |/(z)i/r the result follows 

5.21. Vitali’s convergence theorem.* Let f„(z) he a .se¬ 
quence of functions, each regular in a region I), let 

\f„(z) I M 

for every n and z in I); and let f„(z) tend to a limit, as a -> ct. 
at a set of points haring a limit-point inside, I). Then j„(z) tends 
uniformly to a limit in any region bounded by a contour interior 
to D, the limit being, therefore, an analytic function of z. 

It is sufficient to consider the case where D is a circle, and 
the limit-point is its centre. For then, returning to the general 

* Tins proof ih given by Jenlzseh (1) 
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case, we can prove uniform convergence in a circle with centre 
the limit-point interior to I) Then we can repeat the process 
with any point of this circle; and so, by the method used in 
analytic continuation, extend the domain of uniform con¬ 
vergence to any region bounded by a contour interior to D. 

We may take the limit-point as origin. Let the radius of the 
circle D l>e R Let 

f„( z ) ~= f, a, « 2 +- • (|s|<.R) (1) 

Then l/„(-)-/„(«)l < !/„(-)! + !/„(0)| < 2 M. 

But/, t (z) — /„((>) is zero at z -- 0 Hence, by Schwarz's lemma, 

\L( z )-Lm< 2M / ] (\z\<R). 

liet z' ( /: 0) be a point where the sequence converges. Then 

'/»(«)—/«.(°): < I/,,«>)-/,,(*')!+ !/„(-')-/„.(z')! + 

^ 'z"\,R+ \f„(~)—f„+ m (z')\. 

Wc can choo&c s' so that the first term is arbitrarily small, and 
then, since f„(z') tends to a limit, we can choose n so large that 
the second term is arbitrarily small for all positive values of m. 
Hence /„(0), i e a 0 , tends to a limit, say a 0 
Next consider the function 

9 „( z ) - {/«(=)--«0,„},~ - - ff l,„ + «2.«S+ • 

This also tend* to a limit at z , since, as we have just proved, 
a 0> „ tends to a limit. Also 

iiU=>! ^ IM.'R 

for |z| — R, and so also for |z[ < R Thus g„(z) satisfies the 
same conditions as /„(:) (except for the value of its upper 
bound), and hence a l „ tends to a limit, say a 1 . Similarly a v n 
tends to a limit for all values of v 

Finally, the convergence of (1) is uniform with respect to n and 
z for |z| < R —€, since, bv Cauchy’s inequality, ja v> J i^M/R 1 '. 
So, since every term tends to a. limit, the sum tends to a limit 
uniformly for |z| < R—c. This proves the theorem. 

5.22. From any sequence of f unctions regular and bounded in 
D, in the sense of the above theorem , we can select a sub-sequence 
which converges uniformly m any region interior to D 
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Let /„(z) be the sequence of functions, and let j/„(z) ) ^ M in 
D. Let Zj, z a ,... be a sequence of points having a limit-point 
inside D. Then the points w n = f n {zf) all lie inside the circle 
\w] ^ M in the ic-plane. Hence they have at least one limit- 
point; i.e. there is a sequence of values of n, say n v such 
that the sequence of functions 


(D 

converges at the point z v 

Similarly from this sequence of functions wc can select a sub- 
sequence f p fz),f^z),.. (2) 

which converges at z 2 ; and then from this a sub-sequence 

/*,(*). 4(2).- (3) 

which converges at z 3 ; and so on. 

Now consider the sequence 


/* 2 (*)*/*»(*)>/«,(*)>••• 

formed by taking the diagonal terms of the above double array. 
Each of these functions belongs to the sequence (1), and so the 
sequence converges at z 1 ; each function after the first belongs 
to (2), and so the sequence converges at z 2 ; and so on. Therefore 
the sequence converges at each of the points z,, z 2 ,. , and so, 
by Vitah’s theorem, uniformly in any region intenor to I). 

5.23. Montel’s theorem.* Let f{z) be an analytic function 
of z, regular m the half-strip S defined by a<x<b,y> 0. If 
f(z) is bounded in S, and tends to a limit l, as y -> oo, for a certain 
fixed value £ of x between a and b, then f(z) tends to this limit 
l on every line x = x 0 in S, and indeed f{z) -> l uniformly for 
o-f-S x 0 6—8. 

Consider the sequence of functions f n (z) =f(z+in), where 
n — 0, 1, 2,.. , in the rectangle R defined by a < x < b, 0 < y < 2. 
Then /„(z) -> l at every point of the line x — f . Hence, by 
Vitali’s theorem, f n (z) -> l uniformly in any region interior to 
R, and in particular in the rectangle a-j-S^x^6—S, { ^y^ j[. 
This proves the theorem. 

The result may be generalized by means of conformal trans¬ 
formations. For example, let z = ilogic. Then the strip in the 
z-plane becomes an angle in the w-plane, and the theorem states 


* Montel (1), Hardy (18), Bohr (4). 
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that if <f>(u>) is bounded in the angle a < argw < and <f>(w) -*■ l 
as w -*■ oo along any line argw = constant between a and /3, then 
<f>(w) -> l uniformly in any angle a+S ^ argw < /I— 8. 

5.24. The following theorem illustrates another way in which 
the maximum-modulus theorem can be applied. 

Let f(z) be regular, and |/(z)j sj M, in the circle jz— a\ if, 
and suppose that f(a) ^ o. Then the number of zeros of f(z) in the 
circle |z—o| ^If does not exceed A log{M/\f(a)\}. 

We may suppose that a = 0. Let z x , z 2 ,. ,,z„ be the zeros of 
f(z) in |z| s^if, and let 

jw=/w/n(i- 2 -V 

m-l\ Z,„/ 

Then g(z) is regular for |z| < if, and on |z| — if we have 
|z/z m | 3 for m — 1, 2, n. Hence 


\g(z)\^M/fl(3-l) = 2-''M 

1 m = 1 


for |z| — if, and so also for jz| < if. In particular this is true for 
z — 0 Since 3 ( 0 ) —/(0), it follows that 

1/(0)! 2-»3f, 

ftnd hence ” " lo^'° g |«| ’ 

the desired result 

The factor & can clearly be replaced by any number less 
than I. Actually a more complete result can be obtained from 
Jensen’s theorem (§ 3 61). If the zeros in |z| ^ if are r v r 2 . r N , 

then 2rr 

log RN -- 4- f lo SlA^ e )l M —log 1/(0)| 
r,r 2 . ,r v tv ) 

0 

^ log M log|/(0)|. 

Let the zeros in the circle |z|^8if, where 0<S< 1, be r,, 
r t ,...,r„. Then the left-hand aide is not less than 


Rn fl\n 1 

l0g r7r;...r„ Ssl08 (s) = n '° S V 
^ 1 , M 

log 1/8 ° g |7(0)|‘ 


Hence 
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5.3. Hadamard’s three-circles theorem. Let f(z) be an 
analytic function, regular for r 1 < \z\ < r 3 . Let r t < r 2 < r s , and 
let M t , M a be the maxima of f/(z)| on the three circles 
[ 2 1 = r v r 2 , r 3 respectively. Then 

^ M ( 1 ) 
Let 4>{z) — z*f(z), where A is a constant to be determined later. 
Then <f>(z) is regular in the ring-shaped region between \z\ = r, 
and | 2 | -= r s , and |<^(z)| is one-valued. Hence the maximum of 
\<j>(z) | occurs on one of the bounding circles, i e. 

\<f>(z )\< max(r^M v r x i M 3 ) 

Hence on |z| — r 2 

|/( 2 )| ^ max(r^rj A JI/j,rJrr A 3f 3 ). (2) 

We have now to choose A to the l>est advantage, and this is 
done by making the two expressions in the bracket equal. We 
therefore define A by the equation 

r X i M l = r*M 3 

Thus A =--- -{log(3/ 3 /3/,)}/{log(r 3 /r,)}. 

With this value of A, (2) gives 

M t < (rJr l )~ x M v 

and hence 3 /n*<r jr,> (r 2 /rj)’ ,,K( Vj,A, ' ) 3/ 1 l ' >ff(r ' , ’ r|1 

— Ji-JUigirJrJjlfUtfrJr,)' 

the required result 

Notice that the case of equality can occur only if <f>(z) is a 
constant, 1 e. if f{z) is a constant multiple of a power of 2 . 

5.31. Convex functions. A function <f>(x) of a real variable 
x is said to be convex dmmmnrds, or simply convex, if the curve 
y — fix) between x, and x 2 always lies below the chord joining 
the points {x,, «/>(Xj)} and (x 2 , <f>(x 2 )} Analytically the condition is 

4>(x) < Xa ~ X <f>(x 1 )+ x Xl 4>(x t ) (x i <x<x i ). (1) 

x 2 —Xi x 2 — Xj 

The function is said to be convex in the wide sense if the sign 
of equality can also occur. 

A convex function is continuous. For if we make x -> x x in 
(1), we obtain ^(Xj+0) sj f{xf)\ and if we make x a -> x we obtain 
<f>(x) < <f>(x+0) Hence f(x) = <^(x+0) for all values of x. Simi- 
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l^rly <(>(x— 0) = <f>(x) for all values of x. Hence the function is 
continuous. 

If we put x = k(x 1 J r x 2 ) in (1), we obtain 

<f>^ 1 +lx 2 )<l{<f>(x 1 )+<f>(x 2 )}. ( 2 ) 

This is sometimes taken as the definition of convexity* instead 
of (1). It is less restrictive than the definition adopted here, 
and does not involve continuity. 

A sufficient condition for <J>(x) to lie convex is that <f>’(x) > 0; 
for then f>'(x) is increasing, and 

I </>'(0 (it < <f>'{x) < 1 f dt (x x < x <x.,), 

X Xj J Xg X J 

s x x 

which gives (1) 

5.32. The three-circles theorem as a convexity theorem. 

Hadamard’s three-circles theorem may lie expressed by saying 
that log M(r) it a convex function of log r. For we may write it 
in the form 


log M (r 2 ) < 


log r 3 - log r 2 j 3/ log r 2 - log r x 

log^-logr! " 1 ' l°S r 3~log r i 


log M(r 3 ), 


and the sign of equality occurs only if the function is a constant 
multiple of a power of z. 


5.4. Mean values of \j(z) 

2 77 

A(r) — ^ J| f(re'«)\d0. 


The mean values 

2 77 

j Ifire'^de, 

0 


have properties similar to those of M(r). 


5.41. I t (r) increases steadily with r, and log I 2 (r) is a convex 
function of log r 

Let f(z) -= f 

n -o 

The fact that l 2 (r) is steadily increasing is then obvious from 
the formula « 

h( r )^= 1 

71 -0 

of § 2.5. 

* o g. m Pol} a and Szego, .4 ujgabtn, 1, p 52 
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To prove convexity, let u — logr, and let I\ denote defi- 
vatives with respect to u. Then 

d 2 






and by Schwarz’s inequality 

I?=(l KI 2 2«e 2 '"') 2 <(I K|V"“)(2 K| 2 4n 2 e 2 ««) = / 2 /". 
Hence the result. 


5.42. /j(r) increases steadily with r, and log l x (r) is a convex 
function of log r. 

It is possible to prove this in the same sort of way as the 
previous theorem,* but the proof is not so easy, since there is 
no simple expression for 1 1 in terms of the coefficients a lt . So 
we adopt an entirely different method f 

Let 0 < r l < r 2 < r 3 , and let k(6) and F(z) be defined by 

mf(r*' 9 )=-\f(r* ,B ) I (Oc.0 <;->*), 


-71 

\ f(ze‘0)k(6)dd. 

0 

Then F(z) is regular for |sj < r a , and attains its maximum in 
this circle on the boundary, say at z - - r 3 e‘*. Hence 

/i(r 2 ) = F(r.f) < !F(r 3 e' A )| < Ifr 3 ), 

which proves the first part 
Now choose a so that 


Then 


r?/ x (r x ) -= r?/i(r 3 ) 


^l^X^VzX max l2°‘^’(2)X»?/ 1 (ri) —rf/^r 3 ), 

r»4b|- r, 

and the result follows as in Hadamard's three-circles theorem. 


5.5 Theorem of Borel and Carath6odory4 This result 

enables us to deduce an upper bound for the modulus of a func¬ 
tion on a circle \z \ — r, from bounds for its real or imaginary 
parts on a larger concentric circle \z\~ R 

Letf(z) be an analytic function regular for [2 J sC R, and let M(r ) 

* See Hardy (8), and Landau, Krgebnigm der Funktwnentheone, § 23. 
t Polya and Szego, Aufgaben, Dritter Abschnitt, No. 308. 
f See Borel, Acta M. 20, and Landau, Ergebnuse, $ 24. 
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and A(r) denote., as usual, the maxima of |/(z)| and R{/(z)} on 
\z\ — r. Then for 0 <r <R 


M(r) < 


2 r 


A(R). 


R+r 


1/(0) I- 


R-r “ 1 R-r 
The result is obvious if f(z) is a constant. If f(z) is not con¬ 
stant, suppose first that/(0) = 0. Then A(R) > A(0) — 0. 

Let Mz) = ^ 

’ 2 A(R)-f(z) 

Then <f>(z) is regular for \z\ R, since the real part of the 
denominator does not vanish, </>(0) = 0; and, if f(z) — v+iv, 

m >] {2A(R)-u} i +v i ^ 

since — 2A(R)+u u 2 A(R) — u. Hence Schwarz’s lemma 

gira WMKj. 


Hence 


1 /( 2 )! = 


2A(R)<f>(z) < 2A{R)r 
1 +<f>(z) ^ R-r ’ 

and the result stated follows 

If /(0) is not zero, we apply the result already obtained to 
f(z)-m Thus 


1/(8)-/(0) I 


lr 


nmxR{/(;)-/(0)}: 

R—r jc|=« 


2r 


R- 


{A(R)+\f(0)\}, 


and the result again follows. If A{R) ^ 0, we deduce 


M(r)^^±l{A(R)+\f(0)\}. 

By arguing with —f(z), or with 4; if(z) we obtain similar 
results m which A(r) is replaced by min R{f(z)}, max I{f(z)}, or 
min I{f(z)}. 

The inequality is thus proved. The form of the right-hand 
side may be varied to a certain extent. It must, however, con¬ 
tain, besides A(R), a term involving/(0), or we could falsify the 
result by replacing/(z) by f{z)+ik, where k is a sufficiently large 
real number Also it must contain a factor, such as 1/(12—r), 
which tends to infinity as r -> R. To show this, consider the 
function f(z) = — ilog(l— z), and let 0<r<I2<l. Then 
A(R) < | tr, however near R is to 1; and /(0) — 0. But M(r) -> oo 
as r 1. 
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5.51. The same principle can be extended to the derivatives 
of f(z). Under the conditions of the above theorem, with A{R) ^ 0, 


For 


max|/<"'( 2 )| 

(s|=r 

_/(»>(,) ; 


on -f l P 

' ~ n /; 1 {.4(fl)+!/(o)i} 


(R - r)“ 

f M) ,*r. (1) 

2 and radius 8 =- \(R — r). 


where C is the circle with centre u 
On this circle |frj ^ r4 j ( *_ r) _ l(R ^ 

so that Caratheodorv's theorem gives 

4 R 


max!/(«’)! 
Hence, by (1) 

\f M (z)\ 




4/e 


2 "‘ 2 n'R 


5.6. The theorems of Phragm6n and Lindelof.* The fol¬ 
lowing important extension of the maximum-modulus theorem 
was given by Phragmen and Lindelof 

Let C be a simple closed contour, and let f(z) be regular inside 
and on C, except at one point P of C Let \f{z)\-" M on C, 
except at P 

Suppose further that there is a function w(z), regular and not 
zero in C, such that [uj(z)j v 1 inside C , and such that, if e is any 
given positive number, we can find a system of curves, arbitrarily 
near to P and connecting the two sides of (' round P, on which 

\{u>(z)} ( f(z )\<" M 

Then |/(z)| M at all points inside C 
To prove this, consider the function 
F(2)-{ta(2)}‘/(2), 

which is regular in C If z 0 is any point inside C, we can, by 
the hyjiothesis about t o(z), find a curve surrounding z () on which 

|F(2)| <: il/. 

Hence \F(z 0 )\^.M, 

and so |/(z„)| < M|<a(z 0 )|- f 

Making e -*• 0, \f(z 0 )\*-M. 

This proves the theorem. 


Flirngmen ami Lindeluf-(l). 
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It is not difficult to see that the exceptional point P may be 
replaced by any finite number, or even by an infinity, of points, 
provided that functions a>(z) corresponding to them with suit¬ 
able properties can be found. 

In the following sections we give a number of theorems of 
this type. Instead of actually using the above theorem, it is 
usually simpler to start again with a special auxiliary function 
adapted to the region considered. In practice the exceptional 
point P is always at infinity. 

5.61 . The above theorem gives many important results about 
the behaviour of a function in the neighbourhood of an essential 
singularity. By making a preliminary transformation, we can 
always suppose that the exceptional point is at infinity. The 
fundamental theorem then takes the following form: 

Let f(z) be an analytic function of z — re lS , regular in the region. 
D between two straight lines making an angle irj<x at the origin, 
and on the lines themselves Suppose that 

I (i) 

on the lines, and that, as r -*■ oo, 

f(z) - O(e r0 ), ( 2 ) 

where ft < a, uniformly m the angle Then actmlly the inequality 
(1) holds throughout the region D 

We may suppose without loss of generality that the two lines 
are 6 — ± \nja.. Let 

i'(z) = e-«7( 2 ), 

where £ < y < a and f > 0 Then 

\F(z)\ = e-" y ^\f(z)\. ( 3 ) 

On the lines 0=±lirju, cosy# > 0, since y<« Hence on 

these lines I \^\f( z )\^ M. 

Also on the arc |#| < knjoi of the circle |z| = R, 

|J*(*)| ^ c -<R 1 'oo9tyir/a|y , ( z )| < 

and the right-hand side tends to 0 as R -*■ oo. Hence, if R is 
sufficiently large, |.F(s)| M on this arc also Hence, by the 
maximum-modulus theorem, \F(z)\ < M throughout the in¬ 
terior of the region |#j < \n!<x, r < R\ i.e., since R is arbitrarily 
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large, throughout the region D. Henoe, by (3), 

|/( 2 ) | < Me" y 

in D; and making « -* 0 the result stated follows. 

It is evidently unnecessary to suppose that the function f(z) 
is regular in the region [z j ^ r 0 , if there is an arc jz| = r, > r 0 
on which (1) is satisfied. With this extension the theorem is 
significant for a < |, the angle including part of the plane 
more than once, and the function not being necessarily one¬ 
valued. We can also replace the straight lines of the theorem 
by curves extending to infinity; the reader should have no 
difficulty in supplymg the details of such extensions. 

5.62. It is important to notice the relation between the 
‘angle’ of the theorem, and the order of f(z) at infinity. The 
wider the angle is, the smaller the order of f(z) must be for the 
theorem to be true. 

In the following theorem, the order is just not small enough 
for the previous proof to apply, and a more subtle argument 
is required. 

The conclusion of the previous theorem still holds, if we are only 
given that 

for every positive 8, uniformly in the angle. 

As before we take the angle to be — ln/a < 6 sC W/a. Let 

F(z) = e-«7(z). 

Then F(z) tends to zero on the real axis, and so has an upper 
bound M' on the real axis. Let 

M" = maxfiW, M'). 

We may now apply the previous theorem to each of the two 
angles (— \itjoL, 0) and (0, \nja), and we thus find that 

throughout the whole given angle. 

But in fact M' ^ M ; for |.F(z)j attains the value M' at a point 
of the real axis; hence, if M' = M”, F(z) must reduce to a con¬ 
stant, and M" = M . Otherwise M' < M", so that M" = M in 
any case. It therefore follows that 

IWI < M. 
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Hence | f(z) j < 

and the result follows on making e -*■ 0. 

5.63. If f(z) -*■ a as z -> oo along two straight lines, and f(z ) is 
regular and bounded in the angle between them, then f(z) -> a 
uniformly in the whole angle. 

We may suppose without loss of generality that the limit a 
is 0. We may also suppose that the angle between the two lines 
is less than n, since the general case can be reduced to thiB by 
a substitution of the form z = w k We may thus suppose that 
the lines are 6 = ± 8', where 8' < \n. 

Let F(z) = ——/(z), 

Z-j-A 

where A > 0. Then 

! 1 (2 )I ^ V(r 2 +2rAcos 6+\ z ) : ^ 2) 

Now |/(3) | <- M, say, everywhere, and |/(z)| <eiorr ^r l — r^t) 
and 0 — ±9'. Let A = r x Mje. Then for r < r x 

|F( 2 )|<^M<e 

and |F(z)| < |/(z)| < e for r > r, and 9= ±8’. Hence, by the 
main Phragmen-Lindelbf theorem, |F(z)|^e in the whole 
region. Hence . .. 

I/WK^i+^TOI<26 

if r > A. This proves the theorem 

5.64. // /(z) -> a as z -> oo along a straight line, and f(z) -> b 
as z -> oo along another straight line, and f(z) is regular and 
bounded in the angle between, then a = b, and f(z) -> a uniformly 
in the angle. 

Let f(z)-ra along 6— a, and /(z) -> b along 6 = fl, where 
«</?. The function {/(z) _ |(o+6)J2 

is regular and bounded in the angle, and tends to {(a—b) 3 on 
each of the straight lines. Hence it tends to this limit uniformly 
in the angle, that is, 

{/(*)-i(a+6)} 2 -i(a-i>) a = {/(z)—«>{/(z)—6} 
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tends uniformly to zero. Thus to any e corresponds an arc on 

WhlCh \{f(z)-a}{f(z)~b}\^e. 

At every point of this arc either \f(z)—a | < Ve or \f(z)—b\ < Ve 
(or both), and we may suppose that the former inequality holds 
at 8 — a, the latter at 8 = fi ; let 6 0 be the upper bound of values 
of 8 for which the former holds, then 8 0 is a limit of points where 
the former holds, and is either a point where the latter holds, 
or a limit of such points, hence, since f(z) is continuous, both 
inequalities hold at 8 0 . Taking 2 to be this point, we have 
\°-b\ s£ \f(z)-a\ + \f(z)-b\ < iVe, 
and, making e -> 0, it follows that a ~ b Finally f(z) ->■ a 
uniformly, by the previous theorem 

These theorems have obvious affinities with Montel’s theorem 
(§ 5 23) But in Montel’s theorem the line along which the func¬ 
tion tends to a limit must be interior to the region of bounded¬ 
ness, so that these theorems become corollaries of Montel’s only 
if we assume a slightly wider region of boundedness. 


5.65. The Phragm6n-Lindelof theorem for other re¬ 
gions. The angle of the above theorem may be transformed 
into other regions, for example into a strip 

Take, for example, the theorem of § 5 61, applied to the region 
r ^ 1 , |0| 5 ; %n/a, and put s = ilogz, f(z) -= cj>(s) If s — o-{-it, 
the lines argz = ijw/'x become parallel lines a — ±W/a, and 
t — log \z j. Hence, if |0(.s)i M on the upper half of the two 
parallel lines and on the segment of the real axis joining them, while 

<f>(o+it) = 0(e^‘) (p < a) (1) 

in the strip between them, then actually \f>(s)\ '<1 M throughout 
the strip. 

Another theorem of this type, which we shall require in the 
theory of Dirichlet series, is as follows. 

If <f>(s) is regular and 0{e t]l1 ), for every positive e, in the strip 
a \ ^ a ^ c 2 , and 

4>(a 1 +it) = 0(|<| fcl ), <f>(a 2 +it) = 0(\t\ k *), 

then <f>(a-\-it) ~ 0{\t\^ a) ) 

uniformly for o x <; a <T <r v k(a) being the linear function of a which 
takes the values k v k 2 for a = a v a 2 . 

The result is true more generally if <f>(s) satisfies a condition 
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of the form (1). With the given condition it may be proved 
directly as follows. 

Suppose, first that k x — 0, k 2 — 0, so that <f>(s) is bounded for 
a == ffj, a --- a t Let M be the upper bound of <j>{s) on these two 
linos and on the segment of the real axis between a j and a 2 . Let 

Then jgr(s)j -- e- el, cf>(s)\ ^ < M 

for <t — <r,, a — cr. Also !< 7 (.s) ! -*■ 0 as t -> oo for a l ^' a <- a % \ and 
so, if T is large enough. ■ M on l — T, ct, c a • ' o 2 Hence 
|g(s)| f' M at all points of the rectangle (oj,c7 2 ), (0 ,T) Hence 
!g(a)i *' HI at all points m the half-strip, i e. 

< e el HI 

Making e >0, it follows that \<f>(s )\< M for / > 0, and simi¬ 
larly for / -. 0 This proves the theorem in the particular case 
considered 

In the general ease, let 

i f,{n) (- is) kM 

where the logarithm has its principal value. This function is 
regular for <r,<rr <r 2 , / .o 1 also, if k(s) — uw-f- b, 

R{A(s)log(- -i.s)} --R[{A(c)-i-ia<}log(f—m)| 

-- ^ (cr)log l 0(1) 

Hence \'p( s )\ t A(<T> e°u | . 


The function <t>(s) - </>(«s)'i//(s) therefore satisfies the same con¬ 
ditions us </>(.s) did in the first part Hence < l>(s) ks bounded in 


the strip, and 


•h*) o^m -- o(t« o) ). 


5.7. The Phragm6n-Lindel5f function h(6) In several of 
the preceding theorems we have been considering the way in 
which a function behaves as ; tends to infinity m different 
directions We shall now make a more systematic study of this 
question. 

Consider first the function 


f(z) --■= e <a ilbeP . 

Then . |/(=)[ - e r ' (aooB ^-* 9iu ' >tf ). 

The behaviour of log| f(z )| depends in the first place on the 
factor rC which is independent of 6. The different behaviour 
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in different directions is determined by the factor 
h(6) = a cos p8 — b sin pd — r - ?log|/(z)|. 


This is of course a very special case; but the general case is not 
so different from it as might be expected. 

We shall suppose throughout the following sections that f(z) 
is regular for a. < 0 < p, \z \ > r 0 , and that f(z) is ‘of order p’ in 
this angle, i.e. that , , ,, 

K l°gl/(«'*)l = o 

r p-iC 

uniformly in 0 , for every positive value of e, but not for any 
negative value (For example, the above function is of order p.) 


We define h(0) in general as 

h(6 ) = lim 


log|/(re**)| 
V(r) ’ 


where V(r) depends on the function considered We should 
naturally choose F(r) so that h(6) is finite and not identically 
zero. Here we shall consider the simplest case V{r) — r*, but 
our argument would apply almost unchanged to any function 

Buchas r^(log r) p (loglog r) 9 . 


5.701. It is convenient to introduce at this point an expres¬ 
sion containing the word ‘infinity’, or the symbol go, which is 
not used in elementary analysis. We shall use hm<f> n — co to 
mean the same thing as <f> n -*■ oo; and we shall say that <f>(x) has 
an infinite value, or <f>(x) — oo, if, and only if, <p(x) is defined as 
the limit of a sequence cf> n (x ), and the sequence diverges to 
infinity for the particular value of x m question. We use —oo 
in the same way. For example, we might write 

f dt 

I — = co 

J * 

o 

l 

if the left-hand side is defined as lim | ; and h(0) = oo means that 

(—0 * 

r~P log|/(re’®)| takes arbitrarily large values as r -> oo. 

The novelty consists in writing ‘=oo’, as if we had defined 
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a number ‘oo’; but it should be remembered that wo have not 
done so, and that ‘infinity’ remains an incomplete symbol.* 

5.71 . Let tx < 8 , < d 2 < / 8 , and d 2 — 8 , < n/p, and let 
MfiiXK h( 8 t )^h t . 

Let H(6) be the function of the form a cos pd + b sm p 8 which lakes 
the values h v h 2 at 6 lt d 2 . Then ■ 

h( 8 )^H( 8 ) (0jS$0<0 2 ). 

It is easily seen that 

H{6) = A _i 8 i n P( 0 2- 0 )+ A 2 sin Pj 0 — e )) 

V ~ smp(P 2 —0j) 

but wo do not require this expression in the proof. 

Let H s ( 8 ) — 'ijcosp# + 6jsinp0 

be the //-function which is equal to /q-fS, /q-j-b (S > 0) for 
6 — 9,, 0 = 0 3 respectively. Let 

F(z) = f(z)e~ i "i~ lb i ):fi . 

Then \F(z)\= \f{z)\t~ u &"‘, (1) 

and so, if r is large enough, 

|F(re lfl ')l -0(1). 

A similar result holds for F(re lS *). Hence, by the theorem of 
§ 5 61, F(z) is bounded m the angle (6 v 0 t ). Hence, by (1), 

/(*) = 0(eWn (2 ) 

uniformly in the angle. Hence h(0) ^ // g (0) for 8 1 ^ 9 ^ 0 2 . 
Since H & (8) -> H(6) as S -> 0, the result follows. 

5.711. As a particular case of the above theorem, one or 
both of h( 8 x ), h(d 2 ), may be —oo. The conclusion is then that 
m — —oo for 9, <8 <9 a . The same proof still applies, one or 
both of the numbers h v h 2 now being arbitrarily large and 
negative. 

5.712. If<x<9 1 <8 3 <8 3 <p, 82-82 < trip , 0,-0, < itlp\ 
and h{ 8 ,), A{0 S ) are finite, and H( 8 ) is an H-function such that 

h( 8 x ) < Hid,), h( 8 t ) = H( 8 t ), 
then h{ 8 3 ) > H( 8 3 ). ( 1 ) 

* PM. 5 55. 

ar * 
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Choose 8' x so that 6 % —njp < 8 { < 8 a . Then h(8[) < H(8[) by 
§5.71. Hence, by §5.711, h(8 a ) is not —oo. If (1) is false, we 
can choose 8 so that h(8 a ) < H(8 a )—B. Let 


Then 


H s (8) = H(6)— 


g sin p(6—d{) 
Bmp(8 a —8{)' 


h(8{) < H(d{) = H s (8'), h(6 a ) < H(8 a - 8) = H & (8 a ). 

Hence h(8 a ) < H h (8 t ) < H(6 a ), 

contrary to hypothesis. 

5.713. If 8 X < $ a < 8 a , B a —0 1 < trip, 8 a —8 t < -nIp, then 

h(e 1 )sm p {d a -e a )^-h{e t )sinp(e l —e a )+h(d a )&m p (e 2 —e l ) > o. 

For any H(8) 

H(dy)B\np{8 a —8 3 )+H{6 a )&inp{6y—6 3 )-\-H(8 3 )six\p(8 3 —dy) =- 0, 
and choosing H(8) so that H(8y) — h(6y), H(8 2 ) = h(8 2 ), and 
observing that, by the above theorem, h{8 3 ) ^ H(0 3 ), we have 
the result stated. 

The function h(6) is continuous in any interval where it is finite. 
Let k(8) be finite in the interval 8 1 (^6 ^ 6 3 , and let 
8 1 <8 a < 8 a . Let Hy a (8) be the ^-function which takes the 
values h(8j), h(6 a ) at 8 V 8 a ; and define Hy 3 (8) similarly. Then 
by the above theorems 

H % a (8) < h(8) < H y t (8) (dy^e^ej 

Hy 2 (0) < h(8) < Hy s (8) (0 3 0 < e 3 ). 

Hence, in whichever of these intervals 8 lies, 

Hy t (d)-Hy t (O a ) < h( 8)-h(8 t ) < H y 3 (8)-Hy 3 (8 2 ) 

8—8 a "" 8-8 a '' 8-6 a 

The extreme terms tend to limits as 8 -*-8 a ; hence the middle 
term is bounded, and so h(8) -*■ h(8 a ). 

It also follows that |/(re^)| < exp[rP{A(0)+«}] uniformly for 
r > r 0 (e); (divide the 8- range into n = n(<) parts). 

5.72. Geometrical interpretation of the property of h(8). 
In the case p — 1, the property of the function h(8) has a simple 
geometrical interpretation. 

For every value of 8 in an interval where h(8) is finite and 
positive, consider the radius vector of length h(8) making an 
angle 8 with an initial line, and the perpendicular to this radius 
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vector at its end. (Consider, for example, the cases /(z) = cosh z, 
/(z) = cos z-f- cosh z.) 

Let h v h 2 , h 3 be the values of h(6) at 8 V 8 2 , 8 3 , where 
0 1 <8 i < 6 3 . Then the three perpendiculars are 
x cos 8 1 + yemd 1 = h 1 , 
x cos 6 2 + y sin d 3 = h 3 , 
x cos 8 3 -f- y sin 0 3 — h 3 . 

The first and third meet at a point ( X , Y) given by 

X _ h 2 sin d 3 —h 3 sin d y y — ^ 3 008 ^~ cos ^ 
sin (8 3 —8j ’ _ sin^-^) 

Now the condition that (A r , Y) should lie on the opposite side 
from the origin of the second perpendicular (or on it) is 

X cos # 2 4- Y sin 9 2 —h 2 ^ 0, 
or 

(k y sin 9 3 —h 3 sin 8 y )cos S 2 -f- 

-f (^cos^j— h 1 cos8 3 )sm8 2 —h 2 sin(d 3 —8 y ) ^ 0, 
or A 1 8in(0 3 ~02)4-^ 2 8in(0 1 --0 3 )+A3sin(02— 0 2 ) > 0. 

This is precisely the condition which the function h(9) satisfies. 

If the perpendiculars envelope a curve, then two tangents 
to it meet on the opposite side to the origin of any tangent at 
a point between them. It is easily seen geometrically that this 
means that the curve is always concave to the origin. 

5.8. The following interesting applications of the Phragmen- 
Lindelof principle are due to Carlson.* 

Let f{z) be regular and of the form 0{e kM ) for R(z) ^ 0, and let 
f(z) — 0(e~ a[zl ), where a > 0, on the imaginary axis. Thenf(z) — 0 
identically. 

We apply the argument of § 5 71 to f(z), with p = 1, 6 X — 0, 
8 2 = Aj = k, k 2 — —a ; and here we can take 8 = 0 through¬ 
out the argument. Then § 5 71 (2) gives 

f(z) ~ 0{d k 9 - ol Bin 9iy } (1) 

for 0 < 8 ^ \i r; and a similar argument shows that (1) also holds 
for — ^.8 ^.0. 

Let F(z) = e?*f{z) 

where cm is a (large) positive number. Then by (1) there is a 
* In an Upsala thesis (1914). See M. Riesz (1), Hardy (14). 
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constant M, independent of <a, such that 

|jP(z)| < e ((fc - Ku)cos ~ o1sin (—£«•< 0< 4 tt). 


In particular we have 




( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 


for 8 = ±\tt and 6 — ±a, where a = arc tan{I*+at)/a}. 

We can now apply the theorem of § 5 61 to each of the three 
angles ( — $rr, — a), ( — a, a), and (a.izr) It follows that (3) 
actually holds for — In < 8 ^ \n. 

Hence |/(z)| sC Me~ mrooa6 , and making w -> co it follows that 
| f(z) \ — 0. This proves the theorem 

5 . 81 . If f(z) is regular and of the form 0{e kl ~'), where k< n, 
for R(z)>0, and f(z) = 0 for z — 0, 1, 2, 3,..., then f(z) — 0 
identically. 

Consider the function F(z) = /(z)cohcc nz On the circles 
\z\ — cosec nz is bounded. Hence F(z) — 0(e kUl ) on these 
circles, and also on the imaginary axis. Since F(z) is regular it 
follows that, if n— \ < \z\ < n-f 1, 


F(z)= 0(e*<»+l>)0(e*'-), 


and so F(z) is of this form throughout R(z) 0. Also 

F(z) ~ 0(e (fc - w,|£l ) 


on the imaginary axis. The result therefore follows from the 
previous theorem. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 


1. A function /(z) is regular inside and on a simple closed contour V, 

and |/(z)| < M on C. Deduce from Cauchy’s integral for {/(z)}" that, 
if z is inside C, |/( z )|- KM", 

where K is indopondent of n. Hence show that |/(z)| a." M inside C. 
[Landau.] 

2 . Use Poisson's integral to show that a function which is harmonic 
in a region cannot have a maximum at an interior point of the region. 

3. If j(z) is regular and for R(z) > 0, |/(z)| < M on the 

imaginary axis, and /(1) — 0, then for * > 0 

|/(r + iy)\ < \^)\ + vy M . 


[Consider (1 |-z)/(l — z) /(z)]. 

4. A function f(z) is regular and satisfies the inequalities 


e-^*< |/(*)| < e r “ +< 

in an angle 0 l < 0 < 9 % , where 6 t —8 x < nip. As r-*■ oo, fdogj/f*)) 
tends to the limits h x and h t for 6 = 6 X , 6 t . Let H(8) be the function 
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of the form a cos p0 + b am p$ which takes the values k t , k t for 0 = 0 V 0 t . 
Then h(0) = H(0) throughout the interval < 0 < 0 t . 

5. Show that, if/(z) = 0(e ,l+ ') in a given angle, the function 

r logr 

has properties similar to those of the A-functions considered in the text. 
Show that if/(z) — 1 /T(£-f z), then h(0) — —cos 0 for all values of 6. 

6. An analytic function /(z) is regular and not zero in the half-strip 
defined by a < x < 6, y > 0; J(z) = 0(y A ) as y -*■ oo uniformly in the 
strip, and |log/(z)| is bounded on the middle line x = £(a+6). Prove that 
log/(z) = O(logy) umformly for o + S < x < b— 8. 

[Apply Caratheodory’s theorem to log/(z) in a circle with centre at 

}(a + 6) +ij/ ] 

7. A function /(z) is regular, and J/(z)| < M, for R(z) > 0, and /(z) 
has zeros at z v z t ,.„ m this half-plane. Prove that 


\m\ <£'-***- 2 


z ‘- z -\m 


Izj-fzi.+z z.-fz | 
for R(z) > 0; and deduce that, if f(z) is not identically zero, the series 


2«(rJ 

is convergent. [See Polya and Szego, Absch. Ill, Nos. 295, 298 ] 



CHAPTER VI 

CONFORMAL REPRESENTATION 


6.1. Conformal representation. If w is an analytic func¬ 
tion of z, then to values of z, which we represent as points in 
the 2 -plane, correspond values of w, which we represent as points 
in the te-plane. We also speak of the point in the w-plane 
representing its corresponding point in the 2 -plane; and of 
regions of the z-plane being represented, or mapped, on corre¬ 
sponding regions of the wi-plane. The object of this chapter is 
to discuss in more detail the nature of this representation or 
mapping. 

Let w — f(z) be an analytic function of 2 , regular and one¬ 
valued in a region D of the z-plane. Let z 0 be an interior point 
of Z); and let C x and C 2 be two continuous curves passing 
through z 0 , and having definite tangents at this point, making 
angles ot v a 2 , sav, with the real axis. 

We have to discover what is the representation of this figure 
in the w-plane. Before we go any further, we shall make a 
restriction, the reason for which will appear in a moment We 
shall suppose that f'(z 0 ) is not zero. 

Let Zj and z 2 be points of the curves C l and C 2 near to z 0 . 
We shall suppose that they are at the same distance r from 
z 0 , so that we can write 

z l —z 0 = re l9 ', z 2 — z 0 — re ! ®*. 

Then as r -> 0, & x -* a x , and 0 2 -> <x 2 . 

The point z 0 corresponds to a point ic 0 m the ic-plane, and 
Zj and z 2 correspond to points and u> 2 which describe curves 
G\ and C 2 . Let 

U’j —w 0 — «- 2 —m ’ 0 = p 2 e^K 

Then, by the definition of an analytic function, 


lim^l—— =f(z 0 ). 


2 ,- 2 , 


Since f'(z 0 ) is not zero, we may write it in the form f?e <8 . Then 


lim 


Pi * 1 * 1 


re 


W 


Re< s . 


Hence lim^j— 8 X ) = 8, i.e. 

lim <f> j = aj-j-8. 
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Hence the curve C[ has a definite tangent at w 0 , making an 
angle a x +S with the real axis. 

Similarly C' 2 has a definite tangent at w 0 , making an angle 
a a -f-B with the real axis. 

Hence the curves C[, C' 2 intersect at the same angle as the curves 
C v C t . Also the angle between the curves has the same sense 
in the two figures. 

Because of this property of the conservation of angles, an 
analytic representation is called ‘conformal’. Any small figure 
in one plane corresponds to an approximately similar figure in 
the other plane, since all angles are approximately the same. 
To obtain one figure from the other we must rotate it through 
a certain angle—the angle 8 = arg{/'(z 0 )} of the above notation 
—and subject it to a certain magnification, viz. 

hm^ = i£= |/'(z 0 )|. 

It is clear from the above analysis that the magnification is the 
same in all directions. 

6.11. The case f’(z) = 0 Suppose now that f(z) has a zero 

of order n at the point z 0 Then in the neighbourhood of this 
pomt /(z) =/(z 0 )+a(z-z 0 ) n + 1 +... 

where a ^ 0. Hence 

w x —w^ = a(z x —z 0 ) B+1 +- , 

i.e. Pi e> ^‘ — •••, 

where 8 = arg a. Hence 

lim^! = lim{8-t-(tt+l)f?i} 

— 8-f (n+l)«i- 
Similarly lim <j> 2 — 8+(n +1 )os- 

Thus the curves C\, C' z still have definite tangents at w 0 , but 
the angle between the tangents is 

= (»+!)(«*—“»)• 

Also the linear magnification, lim pjr, is zero. The conformal 
property therefore does not hold at such a point. 

6.12. In the above conformal representations we have, not 
merely conservation of angles, but conservation of the sign of 
angles; if we get from C x to Cj by a rotation through an angle 
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a in the positive sense, we also get from C[ to C* by a rotation 
through a in the positive sense. 

There are also conformal representations in which the magni¬ 
tude of angles is conserved, but their sign is changed. Consider 
for example, the transformation 

w — z, 

where z is the complex number conjugate to z. This replaces 
every point by its reflection in the real axis. Hence angles are 
conserved, but their signs are changed. And this is true 
generally for every transformation of the form 

w=f(z), 

where /(z) is an analytic function of z; for this is the product 
of two transformations: 


( 1 ) Z = z, (u) w—f(Z). 

In (i) angles are conserved, their signs changed In (ii) angles 
and signs are conserved. Hence in the resulting transformation 
angles are conserved and their signs changed 


w — 


6.2. Linear* transformation. The function 

az-\-b 
cz-\-d 

is called a linear function of z We shall suppose that 

ad—be 0, 


for otherwise the numerator and denominator are proportional, 
and w is merely a constant. 

To every value of z corresponds just one value of w. This is 
apparent except, in the case c =6 0, for the value z = —d/c, 
which makes the denominator vanish But as z -*■ —d/c, 
\w\ -*■ oo, and we may regard the point at infinity m the w>-plane 
as corresponding to the point z = —d/c in the z-plane. 

If c = 0, then iv = -z 4 - 

d d 


and (since a =6 0) the points at infinity in the 

correspond. 


Conversely 


z = ■ 


dw—b 


-cw-\-a 

so that z is a linear function of w 


two planes 


* Or bilinear. 
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Example. Prove that in general there are two values of z ('invariant 
points ’) for which w = 2 , but that there is one only if 

(a-d)*+46c = 0. 

Show that, if there are distinct invariant pointe p and q, the trans¬ 
formation may be put in the form 

v-P = k Z ~P . 

w—q z—q ’ 

and that, if there is only one invariant point p, the transformation may 
be put m the form 

- = + *- 
w—p z—p 

6.21. Circles. The equation 

\z-z 0 \=p 

represents a circle with centre z 0 and radius p. 

Two points p, q are said to be inverse with respect to the 
circle if they are collinear with the centre and on the same side 
of it, and if the product of their distances from the centre is 
equal to p 2 Thus, if p = z ^\ 

2 

then q = z 0 y e lA . 

Tf z^z 0 +pe' 9 

is any point of the circle, then 

z — p pe^—le^ _ l pe lS — le lX l 

z — q pe l9 — pH~ l e ,x p le' 9 — pe' x p 

This is therefore a new form of the equation of the circle. 
Conversely, any equation 

Z ~ P =k 
z-q 

represents a circle* with respect to which p and q are inverse 
points. For the equation gives 

|z| 2 -2R(pz)+ |p| 2 = fc 2 {|z| a -2R(gz)+ \q\ 2 }, 

or | zl ,_ 2 ?!fc®) + !£. | ld^«i* =0i 

p~k t q*_ \p—k t q\* lpl a - fc a |g| a 
1-ifc 2 (1-ifc 2 ) 8 1 -A 2 ‘ 

Since |p— k*q\ 2 — (1—i a )(|p| 2 — k 2 \q\ 2 ) = k*\p— g| 2 , 

* The ‘circle of Apollonius’. 
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as ie easily verified, we obtain 

p—k*q k\p—q\ 

\-k 2 ■ II—* 2 1 ■ 

The equation therefore represents a circle, with centre 

p—k 2 q 


and radius 
Also 


P —*o 


gl 

|i-*T 


Jc 2 (q-p) 
1—lc 2 ’ 


9 


. _ 9—P 
°~ 1 -k 2 ’ 


so that (p—z 0 )j(q—z Q ) is real and positive, and 
\p z 0 \ \q z 0 | — p 2 - 
Hence p and q are inverse points. 

In the particular case k = 1, z is equidistant from the points 
p and q, and therefore lies on the perpendicular bisector of the 
line joining them. 


6.22. Linear transformation of a circle. In a linear 
transformation, a circle transforms into a circle, and inverse points 
transform into inverse points. In the particular case in which the 
circle becomes a straight line, inverse points become points sym¬ 
metrical about the line. 


For let 


z—P 

z-q 


= k 


be a circle (or straight line), with p and q as inverse points. Let 


az-\-b dw—b 

w = ——j , z =-—. 

cz+a — cw-\-a 

Then the circle transforms into 


dw—b—p(—cw-\-a) 


dw—b—q(—cw+a) 
ap+b 


= k 


or 


w 


cp-\-d 


10 - 


aq+b 


cp+d 

cq+d | 

The result is obvious from this equation. 


= k 


cq-\-d 


Example. Prove that the linear transformation in which only one 
point p is invariant may be considered as the result of (i) an inversion 
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in a circle (centre z 0 , say), through the point p, (ii) an inversion in the 
circle with centre tc 0 corresponding to Zg in the transformation, and 
touching the previous circle at p. 


6.23. To find all linear transformations of the half-plane 
l(z)>0 into the unit circle \w\ < 1. 

To points z, z, symmetrical about the real z-axis correspond 

points w, -i, inverse with respect to the unit tc-circle. In parti¬ 
te 

cular, the origin and the point at infinity in the w-plane corre¬ 
spond to conjugate values of z. 


Let 


az-\-b 

cz+d 


be the required transformation. Plainly c 0, or the points at 
infinity would correspond Now w = 0, w — o o correspond to 
z = —bja, —djc Hence we may write 

b d . 

-= a, -= a, 

a c 


and 


a z—ol 
W — - 

c z —a 


The point z = 0 must correspond to a point of the circle |u?| = 1, 
so that 

in — ^ t I n I 

1 . 


a 

— a 


a 



— 

~~ 

c 

-QK 


c 


Hence we put 
where A is real, and obtain 


a — ce'\ 


w ■ 




Z — a 


(i) 


Since z — at gives w = 0, a must be a point of the upper half- 
plane, i.e. 1(a) >0. /With this condition the function (1) gives 
the required representation. For if z is real, obviously |mj| = l; 
and if I(z) > 0, then z is nearer to a than to a, and |u?| < 1. 

There are three arbitrary constants in the transformation, 
A, R(a), and 1(a). We can therefore make three given points of 
the real axis correspond to three given points of the unit circle. 

Example. The general linear transformation of the half-plane 
R(z) > 0 on the circle |w| < 1 is 

W «= e** —— 
e+ot 


(R(a) > 0). 
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6.24. To find all linear transformations of the unit circle 
\z\ < 1 into the unit circle |icj ^ 1. 

Let az+b 

w — -— . 

cz-\-a 

Here w — 0, w = co, must correspond to inverse points z = a, 
2 — 1/Si, where |.*| < 1. Hence 

_d_i 

a e a’ 


a z—a. 


act z — i* 


c z — 1/5 c 5z— 1 

The point z — I corresponds to a point on |«'| 

1 


1 Hence 


a5 1—a 


(1$. 

■ ■— . - 

— 

_ 

c 5— 1 


c 


w — e‘‘ 


Hence „ _ w 

52-1’ 

where A is real 

' This is the required result; for if z ~ e ,tf , a -= be'P, then 

e , 0 —be'P I 




1 ; — 

If 2 = re' 6 , where r < 1, then 
| 2 -<*| 2 -| 52 - 1|2 

— r 2 — 2rbcoH(9—fi)+b-— {i 2 r 2 -2Arcos(0—/3)-f-l) 

— (r 2 —1)(1—fr) < 0 
Hence \'v\ < 1. 

If we are also given that 2 — 0 corresponds to w — 0 then 
« — 0, and the transformation becomes 

a. 


dw 


w — e' A 


If also —- = 1 at 2 = 0, then 
az 


w — z. 


Example. The general linear transformation of the circle lz| into 
the circle \w\ < p' is 1 

6.25. Iff(z) is regular for \z\ < 1, R{/(z)} > 0,andf(0) = a > 0, 
then i/'(0)j ^ 2a. 

A result of this type follows from Caratheodory’s theorem 
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and its corollary (§§ 5.6-5.51). The following argument is essen¬ 
tially the same, but can now be put in a form which throws some 
light on the general method. 

Suppose that we can find a linear transformation g = </>(/) 
such that R(/) = 0 corresponds to \g\ = 1, while f = a corre¬ 
sponds to g = 0. Then we shall have \g(z) | < 1 for R{/(z)} > 0, 
i.e for \z\ < 1, and g( 0) = 0. In this form the data are easy to 
deal with. We have 


l?'(0)| 


1 

2m 


. J 

bl 1 - 


!7(z) 


dz 




1 


1- 


and hence, making c 0, |g'(0)| ^ 1. 

We find, as m § 6.23, that the required linear transformation is 

/(z)-« 
f(z)+a’ 

1+I7(z) 

1 ~£ 7 ( 2 )' 

2ag'(z) 

{i- jK*)} 2 ’ 

and |/'(0)| = 2a.|y'(0)| < 2a. 

6.3. Various transformations. We shall now consider 
some examples of functions which are not linear. 


or 


Hence 


9 ( z ) — 

A*)- 
/'(=) = 


6.31. The function w 

pe ^ = r 2 e 2i0 , so that 


z 2 . If z — re lB and w — pe. 1 ^, then 


p — r 2 , <f>— 26. 

The distance from the origin is therefore squared, and the polar 
angle is doubled. An angular region a < arg z < £ is represented 
on an angular region 2a < arg tc < 2/3; if /J—a > n, the angular 
region in the ic-plane covers part of this plane twice. The 
ambiguity arising from this is removed if we replace the w-plane 
by the Riemann surface described in § 4.3. 

If z = x+iy, w = u+iv, then 

u-\-iv — {x+iyY — x 2 —y 2 +2ixy, 
or u — x 2 —y 2 , v — 2 xy. 


Hence the straight lines u = a, v — b correspond to the rect¬ 
angular hyperbolas 

x 2 —y 2 = a, 2xy — b. 

These cut at right angles except in the case a — 0, 6 = 0, when 
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they intersect at the origin at an angle \tt. Sinoe dwjdz has a 
simple zero at the origin, this is in accordance with the general 
theorems on the transformation of angles. 


Examples. ( 1 ) Prove that the straight lines x = const., y = const., 
correspond to systems of confocal parabolas. 

(n) Consider in the same way the function u> — z n for n — 3, 4. 


6.32. The function u> 

at. z — 0, while 


-w 

dw_ i/ n 
dz ~ 2\ »*)’ 


Hero w becomes infinite 


which vanishes at z = ± 1. These points may therefore be 
expected to play a special part in the transformation. 

Putting z — re' 8 , w = u+tv, we have 



cos 6, 



and, eliminating 9, 


u* 




= i. 


This is an ellipse in the wi-plane, and it corresponds to each of 

the two circles |z| = r, |z| =-. As r -> 1, the major semi-axis 

r 

of the ellipse tends to 1, while the minor semi-axis tends to 
zero. As r 0 or as r -+ oo, both semi-axes tend to infinity. 
From this it is clear that the inside and the outside of the unit 
circle in the z-plane both correspond to the whole wi-plane, cut 
along the real axis from — 1 to 1. The unit circle |z( = 1 itself 
corresponds to the straight line from —1 to 1 described twice. 

On solving the equation for z, we see that the inverse function 
is a two-valued function of w. We can remove all ambiguity 
from the representation by replacing the ic-plane by a Riemann 
surface of two sheets, each slit from —1 to 1, and joined cross- 
ways along the slit. If we pass round one or other of the points 
= ± 1, a different value of z is reached, but, if we pass round 
both, z returns to its original value. 

Examples. To what curve in the w-plane does the line x = 1 corre¬ 
spond ? Consider the result as an example of § 6.11. 



VARIOUS TRANSFORMATIONS 197 

6.33. The logarithmic function. If w — log z, the angular 
region a < arg 2 < /3 corresponds to the infinite strip <x < v < pin 
the w-plane. 

For if 2 = re iB , then a value of w is 


log r-\-iO. 

Hence u — log r, v = 6. 

As r goes from 0 to 00 , u goes from —oo to 00 , and the result 
follows. 

If we consider the general value of log z, 
w — log r+i(6+2kTr), 

where k is any integer, we obtain, not one strip, but an infinity 
of strips in the tc-plane, corresponding to the infinity of values 
of the logarithm 

On the other hand, a strip a < v < ft corresponds to an angle 
in the 2 -plane; but, if /3—oc>2tt, part of the plane will be 
covered more than once. We can, however, avoid any ambiguity 
by replacing the single 2 -plane by a Riemann surface consisting 
of an infinity of sheets, each cut along the real axis from 0 to 
— 00 , and the upper half-plane of each joined to the lower half¬ 
plane of the next along the slit. Then a strip of the tc-plane of 
breadth 2 it corresponds to one complete sheet of the Riemann 
surface, and every point of the Riemann surface corresponds to 
just one point of the ic-plane. 


Examples. ( 1 ) Investigate the properties of the transformation 
w — tan 2 by considering it as the result of the two transformations 

14 +1 

and hence obtain a Riemann surface for the inverse function 


z = arc tan w. 

[Hurwitz-Courant, Funktionentheone, p. 293.] 

( 11 ) Consider the properties of the transformation 

w = s“ 

for general values of at. 

[The function z a is defined as e a '°“. Consider separately rational, 
irrational, and complex values of a.] 


6.34. If w ~ tan 2 ^ 2 , the strip in the z-plane between the lines 
x = 0, x = \tt is represented on the interior of the unit circle in 
the w-plane , cut along the real axis from w = — l to w = 0. 
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1 —cosz 

w — -. 

1-fcos z 


If z — \-7T-\-iy, then cosz = — i sinhy, and |ie| = 1. It is easily 
seen that, as y goes from — oo to oo, am w goes from —tt to jr, 
so that w describes the whole unit circle once. 

If z = iy, cosz = coshy, and w is real. As y goes from -foo 
to 0, w goes from —1 to 0, and as y goes from 0 to — oo, w 
retraces its path from 0 to — 1. 

The boundary of the strip therefore corresponds to the 
boundary of the cut circle, and there should be no difficulty in 
verifying that the interiors correspond. 

Example. Prove that the lino x - {rr corresponds to a loop of a 
closed curve, cutting the real axis atir- —1 and u> — l/(3 + 2V2). 


6.4. Simple (‘schlicht’) functions.* We shall say that a 
function f(z) is simple m a region D if it is analytic, one-valued, 
and does not take any value more than once in D. 

The function w~f(z) then represents the region D of the 
z-plane on a region 1)' of the ui-plane, in such a way that there 
is a one-one correspondence between the points of the two 
regions. 

If f( z ) w simple in D, f'(z) ^ 0 in D. For suppose, on the 
contrary, that f'(z„) = 0. Then /(z)-/(z 0 ) has a zero of order 
n{n^2) at z 0 . Since f(z) is not constant, we can find a circle 
|z— z 0 |=8 on which f(z)—f(z 0 ) does not vanish, and inside 
which f'(z) has no zeros except z 0 . Let m be the lower bound 
°f l/( z )—/(2 0 )1 on this circle. Then by Rouche’s theorem, if 
0< |«| < m, /(z)— /(z 0 )—a has n zeros in the circle (it cannot 
have a double zero, since f'(z) has no other zeros in the circle). 
This is contrary to the hypothesis that f(z) does not take any 
value more than once. 

A simple function of a simple function is simple. If f(z) is 
simple in D, and F(v;) in D' , then F{f(z)} is simple in D\ for 
^{/( z i)}— F{f(z 2 )} implies f(z 1 ) = f{z 2 ), since F is simple; and 
this implies z 1 = z 2 , since / is simple. 

6.41. Inverse functions. In the above relationship, to 
every point of D' corresponds just one point of D. We can 
therefore consider z as a function of w, say z = This is 
called the inverse function of w —f(z). 

* The German word us schlwht ; Dienes, The. Taylor Senes , uses biuniform. 



SIMPLE FUNCTIONS 109 

The inverse function is simple in D'. For it is one-valued; 
and it does not take any value more than once, since f(z) is 
one-valued. Finally, it is analytic; for if w 0 = f(z 0 ), then it is 
easily seen by considering J f'(z)/{f(z)—w) dz that, in any given 
neighbourhood of z 0 , /(z) takes every value w sufficiently near 
to ip 0 . Hence z = <f>(w) is continuous, and 

as w -> v 0 , since f'(z 0 ) -/- 0 


6.42. Uniqueness of conformal transformation. A 

simple function w — f(z) which represents the unit circle on itself, 
so that the centre and a giren direction through it remain unaltered, 
is the identical transformation w — z 

We have |/(z)|=rl for |z| = l, and /(0) = 0. Hence, by- 
Schwarz’s lemma (§ 5 2), 

ki -= !/{-)! ^ l-l- 

But, applying Schwarz’s lemma to the inveise function, we 
have |zj |mi|. Hence |«'j — |z|, i e. 

|/(z)/z|-l (|Z|<1) 

Since a function of constant modulus is itself constant, it follows 


where |a| = 1 ’fhe remaining conditions then show that a — 1. 

Other functions, such as w — z 2 , satisfy the conditions except 
that they are not simple. 

A simple function which represents the unit circle on itself is 
a linear function. 

If w r= f(z) represents the unit circle on itself, and /(0) = w 0 , 
wc can, by § 6.24, find a linear function l(w) which represents 
the unit circle on itself, and is such that f(u’ 0 ) — 0. Then l{f(z)} 
represents the unit circle on itself, and /{/(0)} = 0. Hence, by 
the above theorem, l{f(z)} — az Since the inverse function of 
a linear function is linear, /(z) is a linear function of z. 


6.43. Lei f(z) be regular at z — 0, and f'( 0) ^ 0. Then f(z) is 
simple in the immediate neighbourhood of z = 0; i.e. in the circle 
|z| < p, if p is small enough. 

We may suppose that /(0) = 0. Since /'(0) ^ 0, the origin is 
a zero- of f(z) of the first order. We can therefore find a circle 


o 
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C, with centre 2 = 0, on which f(z) ^ 0, and inside which /(a) 
has no zero other than 2 = 0. Let m be the lower bound of |/(z)| 
on C. 

Since f(z) is continuous and vanishes at z = 0, we can find 
a circle |z| = p inside which j/(z)j < m. Then w ~f{z) is simple 
in this circle. For let w' be any number such that \w'\ < m. 
Then by Rouche’s theorem (§ 3 42) the number of zeros of 
f(z)—w' in C is the same as the number of zeros of f(z), that is, 
one. Hence there is just one point z m C corresponding to each 
such value of it'. The region consisting of these values of z' is 
therefore represented simply on the circle j w | < w , and this 
region includes the circle |z| = p. 

An alternative proof may be obtained by considering the 
power series 

f(z) = 2 a n z", 

n- o 

where ^ 0 If /(zf) ==/C~ 2 ), 

2 o«(*r-=5) = o, 

n i 

i.e. (c,-s 2 )(ff 1 + i « M (*r 1 +sr i z 8 +.. +zr »)] « o. 

If |z x | < p, | z 2 | < p, the modulus of the second factor is 
greater than ^ 

K!- 2 n\a n \p n ~ l , 

n~2 

which is positive if p is small enough. Hence z 1 — z 2 , and the 
result follows. 

6.44. The limit of a uniformly convergent sequence of simple 
functions is either simple or constant. More precisely, if f„(z) is 
simple in D for each value of n, and f n (z) ->/(z) uniformly in D, 
thenf(z) is simple in I), or is a constant. 

The possibility of the limit being constant is shown by the 
example /„(z) = zjn. 

In any case, f(z) is analytic and one-valued in D. If it is not 
simple, there are two points z x and z 2 at which w—f(z) takes 
the same value w 0 . Describe, with z 1 and z 2 as centres, two 
circles which lie in D, do not overlap, and such that f(z)—w 0 
does not vanish on either circumference (this is possible unless 
/(z) is a constant). Let m be the lower bound of \f{z)—w Q \ on 
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the two circumferences. Then we can choose n so large that 
|/(z)—/ n (z)j < m on the two circumferences. Henoe, by 
Rouche’s theorem, the function 

/»(*)-*» o = {/(2)-M’ 0 }+{/„(z)-/(2)} 
has as many zeros in the circles as f(z)—w 0 , that is, at least 
two. Hence f n (z) is not simple, contrary to hypothesis. This 
proves the theorem. 


6.45. Let C be a simple closed contour in the z-plane, enclosing 
a region D. Let w~ f(z) be an analytic function of z, regular in 
I) and on C, and taking no value more than once on C. Then 
f(z) is simple in T) 

The contour C corresponds to a contour C' in the ic-plane. 
C' is closed, since/(z) is one-valued; and it has no double points, 
since f(z) does not take any value twice on C. Let 1/ be the 
region enclosed by C 

We assume that f(z) takes in D values other than those on 
C, say at z 0 . Then, if A c denotes variation round C, 

i-A c arg|/(z)-/(z 0 )} 

is equal to the number of zeros of/(z)— /(z 0 ) m C) it is therefore 
a positive integer, since there is at least one such zero. But it 

is also equal to j 

— A c -arg(ie—u' 0 ), 

Z1T 

where ic 0 =/(z 0 ); and this is either 0, if iv 0 is outside C', or ±1, 
if w 0 is inside C ', the sign depending on the direction in which 
C is described. Hence it is equal to 1 Hence ic 0 lies inside C ', 
C' is desenbed in the positive direction, and f(z) takes the value 
w 0 just once in D. Thus D is represented simply on D'. 


6.46. Extensions. The condition in the above analysis that 
the function f(z) should be analytic on the contour can be 
relaxed to a certain extent The state of affairs is not much 
altered if f(z) is not analytic, but is continuous, at certain points 
of C. Suppose that there is a singularity at z x on the contour, 
and that C j is C with an indentation round z v Then the number 
of zeros of f(z)—w 0 inside C 1 is 


A Ci arg{/(z)-«- 0 } - f dz; 

2 n 2n% JcJ(z)—m 0 
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and, as the indentation is closed up, this tends to the correspond¬ 
ing integral round C, if/(z) is continuous and/'(z) — 0(|z—Zjj®), 
where a. > — 1. The argument of § 6.45 therefore still applies. 

The funotion /(z) may also have a pole on the contour; the 
region D' then extends to infinity. The theorem of § 6.45 still 
holds if the pole is of the first order, and the contour is a fairly 
ordinary one. Suppose that, by a preliminary ohange of vari¬ 
able, we take the pole at the origin, and that the direction can 
be taken so that R(z) > 0 at all points of D. Let 

w=f{z) = - + g(z), 
z 

where g(z) is regular in D. Then, for z in D, 

R(ie) > min R{< 7 (z)} = a, 

say. Let b <a. Then \w—b\ > a—b for z m D. Hence 


w—b l-\-zg(z)—bz 

is regular in D. The theorem applies directly to £, and so, since 
w is a simple function of £, to w. 

The result is not necessarily true for poles of higher order. 

Examples. (i) Let w = — . 

If Z = e‘ fl , then w = - = —cot 

i e* t '— I 

Hence, as z describes the unit circle from 0 to 2ir, w describes the real 
axis from — ao to co. The only singularity on the z-boundary is a simple 
pole. Hence the unit circle in the z-plane is represented simply on the 
upper half u>-plane. This of course is easily verified. 

(n) Let w = - * 

% \z — 1 / 

Then, if z = e 1 ®, w = — cot 3 |0. 

Hence there is a one-one correspondence between the unit circle in the 
z-plane and the real UJ-axis. Hut since there is a triple pole on the 
boundary the areas do not necessarily correspond In fact 

w - i( x + i v+ x \* _ A^+y l -\?-n{x* + y*~\)y* 

U+ty-l/ {(ir-lp+y 3 }* +-• 

and v = 0 corresponds to 

(*Hy ! -l)(**+y*-2V3y-l)(x*-fy*+2V3y-l) - 0 , 

i.e. the equation of three circles. HenCfe v > 0 if z is outeide each of 
these circles, or outside one and inside the other two. 
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The reader should draw a figure showing the regions of the z-plane 
which correspond to the upper half of the w-plane. 

2 

J dt 

— --. We know that this func- 

V(i-f 2 ) 

o 

tion is equal to arc sin z. Consider, however, what can be 
deduced from the integral about the representation of the 
z-plane on the tc-plane. 

Consider what part of the w- plane corresponds to the first 
quadrant in the z-plane. If z = iy is purely imaginary, we have 



which is also purely imaginary; and as y ->• oo, so does w. The 
two imaginary axes therefore correspond. 

Again, as z increases along the real axis from 0, so does w, 
until z reaches 1, and w reaches the value 

f dt 

0 

Let us denote the value of this integral by I. Actually / = $n, 
but we need not assume that this is known. 

We must now suppose that the path of integration passes 
above the point z = 1, say by a small semicircle. Then arg(l—<) 
decreases from 0 to —tt, and so arg(l—increases from 0 to 
Jir; thus the integrand becomes purely imaginary, and we have 


e 



1 


Finally, as z tends to infinity along the real axis, w tends to 
infinity along the line u — I. 

Hence the boundary of the first quadrant in the z-plane corre¬ 
sponds to the boundary of the half-strip 0 <u< I, v>0 in 
the u>-plane. 

Seoondly, the function is simple in this region. We cannot 
deduce this from § 6.45 without some further argument, since 
both the regions extend to infinity. But it is easily seen directly. 
For, if t lies in the first quadrant, the imaginary part of 1 
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is positive, and arg^l— t*) lies between — \n and 0. Hence 

/<*,)-/<*,> 

and, taking the integral along the straight line, it is of the form 


k 


I 


d\ 

pe’i’ 


where A is a real variable, p > 0, — In < <f> < 0. Such an integral 
plainly cannot vanish. Here the function cannot take any value 
twice. 

Also the quadrant of the circle lz| — It, where R is large, 
corresponds to a curve which (by the previous remark) has no 
double point, and which connects the two sides of the strip and 
lies entirely at a great distance from the real axis. Hence, by 
the theorem of § ti.45, the quadrant is represented simply on 
the whole strip. 

The next problem is to continue the function beyond this 
limited region. This can be done by the method of reflection 
of § 4 51. In fact all the boundaries in each figure are straight 
lines. 

In the first place, the imaginary axes correspond. Hence, 
reflecting in these lines, we see that the second quadrant in the 
z-plane corresponds to the half-strip — I < u < 0, v > 0, in the 
w-plane. Hence the upper half of the z-plane corresponds to 
the half-strip —/<«</, i; > 0. 

Next, reflect with respect to the segment (0,1) of the real axis 
in the z-plane. We obtain the lower half of the z-plane. In the 
ir-plane we obtain the half-strip — /<«</, v<0. 

Hence the whole strip —/<«</ corresponds to the whole 
z-plane, but there are singularities at z — ^ 1 round which we 
must not pass; we may, for example, suppose the plane cut 
from —co to —1 and from 1 to oo. 

Again, a reflection in the segment (1, co) of the real z-axis 
corresponds to a reflection in the line u = I in the w-plane. 
Hence the lower half of the z-plane (obtained by continuation 
to the right of z = 1) corresponds to the half-strip I < u < 37, 

t>>0. 

It is plain that we can continue this process indefinitely. The 
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whole ic-plane is divided up into strips of breadth 21, each of 
which corresponds to the whole z-plane. 

If we reflect a point w 0 of the strip —I<u<I, first 'mu — I 
and then in u — 21, we obtain the point w 0 -\-4l. Meanwhile 
the corresponding z 0 , being reflected twice in the real axis, has 
returned to its original value. Then w 0 and w 0 -\-4l correspond 
to the same z 0 ; i.e. if z = g(w), then g(w) — g{w-\-4l). The 
inverse function g(w) is therefore periodic, with period 4/. 


Example. Prove that the function 


Z 


0 

represents the upper half of the z-plane on the rectangle m the tc-plane 
bounded by the lines u — —K, u = K, v~0,v = K', where 


K _ f 'It K ' = f dl 

~ J J VU< S -D(1 —*=«*)}' 

o 1 

Prove that the inverse function z - g(w) has the two periods 4 K and 
2iK'. [Hurwitz-Courant, Funktionentheoric, pp. 302-3.] 


6.6. Representation of a polygon on a half-plane. The 

functions of the previous section are examples of the representa¬ 
tion of a polygon on a half-plane. It is possible to do this with 
any polygon The complete proof would take us too far, but 
we can show in a general way how it is to be done. 

Consider a polygon in the ic-plane with n sides and angles 
c^to, a 2 TO,...,oc n TO, where a 1 -f...-f-a n = n— 2. Ifa m < l(m = 1,2 ,...to) 
the polygon is convex. Some of the a’s may be greater than 1, 
but the polygon must never cross itself. Suppose that the 
vertices of the polygon are to correspond to points a lt a g ,..., a n 
on the real axis in the z-plane. So long as z remains on the real 
axis without passing any of the points w remains on the 
same side of the polygon; hence the angle between the z-curve 
and the tr-curve is constant, i e. ar g(dw/dz) is constant (see § 6.1). 


then dwjdz has this property. When z passes the point by 
a small circle above it, arg(z—a t ) decreases from to to 0, the 
amplitudes of the other factors returning to their original values. 
Hence atg(dwjdz) decreases by to(ckj— 1). Hence the te-curve 
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turns through *r(l—a x ) in the positive direction. This corre¬ 
sponds to an angle msq of the polygon. 

The required function is therefore of the form 

Z 

w= C J dt. 

*• 

The integrand is 0(1/|<| 2 ) as |<| -> oo; hence the integral con¬ 
verges as z-> ±co, and to the same value in each case, since 
the integral along a large semicircle above the real axis tends 
to zero. Hence, as z describes the real axis, w describes a closed 
curve, and in fact, from the construction, a polygon with the 
prescribed angles. By first considermg the real z-axis as closed 
by a large semicircle above it, we can apply the theorems of 
§§ 6 45-6, and we find that the interior of the polygon is repre¬ 
sented simply on the upper half-plane. 

To show that we can choose the constants so that a polygon 
with given sides, as well as given angles, can be represented, is 
more difficult. For a triangle, however, the result is easily 
obtained. Consider, for example, the triangle with vertices 
iv — tV3, 0, 1 (and angles \ir, Air, %tt), and let the vertices corre¬ 
spond to z = — 1, 0, 1. The above theory gives 

Z 

w=C J (<+l)-«H(<-ir* dt. 

The origins correspond if z 0 = 0; and if we write the formula as 

z 

w=c J dt, 

o 

where C ' is real and positive, the directions of the real axes 
correspond. Finally, if 

i 

i = c j dt, 

0 

then z = 1 corresponds to w — 1, and the required representa¬ 
tion is obtained. 

Examples. ( 1 ) Prove that the function 

f dt 

w = _ 

0 J <!-<’)* 

represents a half-plane on an equilateral triangle. 
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(ii) Prove that the function 

f dt 

to =- 

i a /( 1 -< 4 ) 

represents the unit circle in the z-plane on a square m the w-plane. 
[Tfurwitz-Courant. Put z — (£ —t)/(£+t) ] 

6.7. Representation of any region on a circle. A funda¬ 
mental theorem of Riemann states that any region with a suitable, 
boundary can be represented on a circle by a simple analytic func¬ 
tion. It is beyond our scope to inquire exactly what forms of 
region are suitable. The region may be the intenor of a closed 
curve; or one side of a curve which goes to infinity in both 
directions (e g. a half-plane); or any form of strip between two 
such curves; or even the whole plane cut along a curve (e.g. 
along the real axis from 0 to infinity). 

Let D be a region of one of the above types. 

The function which represents any region simply on a bounded 
region must be simple and bounded. Let us first verify that 
there are such functions for D. Let a and 6 be two points on 
the boundary of D, and let 

In D we can restrict ourselves to one branch of this function; 
this branch is simple, and the values taken by it cover a part 
only of the w-plane {since both branches together cover the 
whole w- plane once). Let w 0 be a point of the region not covered. 
Then 1 j(w—w 0 ) is simple and bounded in D. Also 


m 


p 

IV —Wq 


+? 


is simple and bounded, and we can choose p and q so that, at 
a given point of D, f(z) = 0 and /'(«) = 1. 

Consider all functions f(z) which are simple and bounded in 
D, and such that f(z) = 0 and f'(z) = 1 at a given point P of D. 
Let M(f) denote the maximum modulus of/(z). Let p be the 
lower bound of M(f) for all such functions. 

There is then either a function <f>{z) of the set such that 
= p; or a sequenceof functions of the set such that 

lim M(f n ) = p. 



208 CONFORMAL REPRESENTATION 

We shall show that the second alternative reduces to the first. 
Since the sequence f n (z) is bounded in D, we can, by § 5.22, 
select from it a partial sequence which tends uniformly to a 
limit in any region interior to D. Let f„ t (z), be such 

a sequence, and tf>(z) its limit. Then <j>(z) is also a function of 
the set; for it is bounded, and tf>(z) — 0, <j>'(z) — 1 at P, and 
is simple (§ 6 44), being not constant since <f>'(z) — 1 Also 

by definition of p; and 

< P+ e ( v > v o)> 

i-e- \LM)\ <P + * (>> > ^o)- 

Making v -> oo, it follows that 

\4(z)\<P+*, 

i.e. M(<f>) ^ p. 

This proves the existence of a function <f>(z) of the set with 
M(<f>) = p; and since cf>(z) is not constant, p > 0. 

We shall show that the function w — <f>(z) represents D simply 
on the circle |io| < p. In the proof, we may suppose that p — 1. 
Let A be the region of the airplane on which w — <f>(z) represents 
D. Since M(<f>)— 1, A is included in |tr| < 1, and reaches its 
circumference at one point at least. 

If the theorem is not true, A has a boundary point a inside 
the circle (|a| < 1). Then each branch of 

is regular for w in A. Also i«>j| < 1 if |w?| < 1 (§ 6.24), and 

«r,(0) — Voi. Let , 

1 W, — Vat 

W 2 — 1 

VaiCj— 1 

Then |tc 2 | <; 1 if |w>,| < 1. Also 

dw 2 _dw 2 dw\ 1 _ |a| — 1 |a| 2 —1 1 

dw dw x dw 2w x (Va w x — 1 ) 2 (aw— 1 ) 2 ' 2w x 

M-l _ |a|+ l 

(|a|—l) 2 ' 2Vat 2 V<* 

at w = 0. The modulus of this is greater than unity. Hence 

2V« 
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is a function of the set considered, and 

U 1 - 

1 * 1+1 

This gives a contradiction, and the theorem follows. 

6.71. Uniqueness theorem. Let D be a region in the 
2 -plane which is the interior of a simple closed contour, or which 
is of one of the other types considered in § 6.7. Then there is 
a uniquely determined function w =f(z) which represents D simply 
on the interior of the unit circle in the w-plane, and is such that, 
if z 0 is a given point in D, f(z 0 ) = 0 andf’(z 0 ) is real and positive. 

It follows from § 6.7 that there is one such function, say 
w — f{z). Let 2 — F(w) be the inverse function. Suppose that 
there is another function w = g(z) with the same properties. 
Then the function W = g{F(w)} represents the unit circle simply 
on itself, the centre and the direction of the real axis through 
it remaining unaltered. Hence, by § 6.42, g{F(w)} = w, i.e. 
g{z) =f(z). 

6.8. Further properties of simple functions. The class 
of functions f(z) which are simple for \z\ < 1, and such that 
/(0) = 0, /'(0) = 1, has been studied in great detail. The func¬ 
tion w — z belongs to the class, and represents the unit circle 
on itself. For all functions of the class the ‘map’ of the unit 
circle is subject to certain limitations. For the details we may 
refer to Bieberbach, Funktionentheone, ii. 82-94, Landau, 
Ergebnisse (ed. 2), pp. 107-14, or Dienes, The Taylor Series, 
Ch. VIII. We shall, however, obtain the simplest property of 
the map. For any function of the class, no boundary point of the 
map of the unit circle is nearer to the origin than the point $. 

We deduce this from the two following theorems. 

Let iv = z + —+ ^f + ... 

be simple for |z| > 1, and regular except for the pole at infinity. 
Then m 

f n|o n | s < 1. 

n—l 

Since the function is simple, any circle \z\ = r > 1 corresponds 
to a simple closed curve in the w-plane, which encloses a positive 
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area. If w — u — u(B), v = v(d), on the curve, the area 

enclosed is 


|»(9K(«> it =j-ffi+ew M 

O 0 

i ' n=i ' 

2 ™ ne ~' n9+ ™l^ X - 9 

n= 1 


X re 


de 


= wr 2 —7T 2 n|a n | ! r- 2 ” 

n=l 


Since this is positive 

J w[a n | 2 r- 2n <r 2 , 

n = l 

and making r -> 1 the result follows. 

If w=f(z) = z+a 2 z 2 + . 

is simple in |z| < 1, then [a 2 | ^ 2 
The function 


F(z) = V{/(2 2 )} = 2+ $<V 3 +... 

is also simple in |z| < 1; for it is regular, since /(z 2 ) does not 
vanish except at z — 0, where it has a double zero; and if 
F(z x ) = F(z 2 ), then f(z\) =/(zf), and hence, since /(z) is simple, 
z\ — z\, i.e Zj — ±z 2 . But F(z) is an odd function, so that 
Zj=— z 2 gives F( Zl ) — —F(z 2 ). Hence the only solution of 
F( Zl ) = F(z 2 ) is Zj = z 2 , i.e F(z) is simple 
It follows that 



is simple for \z\ > 1. Hence by the previous theorem 


and the result follows. 


i|a 2 | 2 +...s$l, 


w — f{z) = z-j-a s z a +. 


Now let 
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be a function of the class considered in the main theorem. Let 
c be a value which it does not take in the unit circle, i.e. a point 
outside the ‘map’ of the unit circle. Then 






is regular and simple for 1*1 < 1. Hence 

a 2 + - <2, 
c 

- <2+|a 2 |<4, 
c 

\c\>l 

and the result follows. 


Example. The function z/(l —z) 2 belongs to the above class. It has 
a, — 2, and it gives a map passing through w — — J. 

[The only solution of 


18 2 = z'.] 


(i -zY (1-z'Y 


< 1 , 


< 1 , 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 


1 In a given linear transformation, the point z„ is such that there 
is some circle |z — z„| —R which transforms into a concentric circle 
|u> — z 0 | = jR'. Show that the locus of z 0 is a rectangular hyperbola; and 
that to each point z 0 on the locus corresponds just one circle (real or 
imaginary) which transforms into a concentric circle. 

2. Show that, if = — 2i(w — 

dw \ w! 


and the constant of integration is properly chosen, the whole z-plane 
cut along the semi-infinite lines x — ±n, y < 0, corresponds to the 
upper half of the w-plane. 


3. Show that, if 


dz __ w 
dw a 1 )’ 


and a and the constant of integration and the value of.the square root 
are properly ohosen, the upper half of the ir-plane corresponds to the 
upper half of the z-plane, cut along the imaginary axis from z = 0 to 
a point z = ik. 

4. If f(z) is regular inside and on the unit circle, | f(z) | < Af on the 
circle, and /(o) — 0, where |oj < 1, then 


im < M 


z—a 
dz— 1 


inside the circle. 
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6 . If /(z) is regular inside and on the unit circle, |/(z)| v Af on the 
circle, and /(0) = a, where 0 < a < M, then 

, Af|z[ + a 
' a|z|-f Af 

inside the circle. 

[Consider F(z) = A/{/(z)-«}/{a/(z)-Af a }.] 

6 . Either branch of the function 


!/(*)!< m\ 


V(!~=) 

is simple for |z( < 1. 

7. Show that the function 

z 

U-Z) J 

is simple for |z| < J, but not in any larger circle with centre at the origm. 

8 . Show that the function 

/(z) = z+a 2 z-+a 3 z 3 +... 
is simple for |z| < 1 if oo 

1 «kl i- 



CHAPTER VII 


POWER SERIES WITH A FINITE RADIUS 
OF CONVERGENCE 

7.1. The circle of convergence. We know that every 
power series has a circle of convergence, within which it con¬ 
verges, and outside which it diverges. The radius of this circle 
may, however, be infinite, so that the circle includes the whole 
plane. In this chapter we shall consider power series which have 
a finite radius of convergence. 

The radius of convergence of a power series is determined by 
the moduli of the coefficients in the series. 

The 'power aeries „ 

( 1 ) 


hm the radius of convergence 

R = hm ifif. 


-1 1» 


( 2 ) 


Suppose that R is defined by (2). If z is a point where the 
series (1) converges, a„z n -> 0 as n -> oo. Hence, if n is suffi¬ 
ciently large, K *«| < l, 

i.e | z\ < \a n \~ l,n . 

Making n -> oo, it follows that jz| < R Hence the radius of 
convergence does not exceed R 

On the other hand, for sufficiently large values of n, 

i.e. |o„| < (R-e)~”. 

Hence the series (1) is convergent if (R~e)~ n \z\ n is con¬ 
vergent, i.e. if |z| < R—e. Since e is arbitrarily small, the series 
(i) is convergent if 1*1 < R. Thus the radius of convergence is 
at least equal to R. Putting together the two results, the 
theorem follows. 

Examples, (i) Find the radius of convergence of the series 


oo 

I 


2 »' 
(»’) a 


n" 

»=i 


2 nlz n ' 
»=o 


(n) If R — 1, and the only singularities on the unit circle are simple 
poles, then a H is bounded. [For 



214 


POWER SERIES 


t(z) = 


1 — ze~ 


; + 


b ifc . . 

^ + -+ + 


1 — ze 


■where g(i) is regular for |s| < 1+8 (8 > 0). Hence g(z) = J 6„s", where 
6, = o(l).] 

(iii) If J? = 1, and the only singularities on the unit circle are poles 
of order p, then a . = 0(n r ~ l ). 


7.11. We also know from the Cauchy-Taylor theorem that 
the circle of convergence of the series passes through the 
singularity or singularities of the function which are nearest to 
the origin. Hence the modulus of the nearest singularity can be 
determined from the moduli of the coefficients in the series. 


7.2. Position of the singularities. While the modulus of 
the nearest singularities is determined in quite a simple way, 
their exact position is not usually so easy to find. There are, 
however, some special cases in which we can identify a particular 
point as a singularity 

In the following theorems we shall take the radius of con¬ 
vergence to be unity; we can, of course, pass from this to the 
general case by a simple transformation. 


7.21. If «„ 0 for all values of n, then z = 1 is a singular 

point. 

Suppose, on the contrary, that z =; 1 is regular. Then, if we 
take a point p on the real axis between 0 and 1, there is a circle 
with centre p which includes the point 1, and in which the 
function is regular. If f(z) is the function, the Taylor’s series 



v 0 


and this converges at a point z — 1-f S (S > 0). Now 


f ) (p)=2»(»- 1 ). (n-v+]]a, lP n -\ 

n-v 


and so the above series is 


( 2 ) 


^ . w 

^ n{n-\)...{n-v-\-\)a nP n ~'’. 

v=0 n=v 

This is a double series of positive terms, convergent for z — 1 -f8. 



215 


POSITION OF SINGULARITIES 
Hence we may invert the order of the summations, and we 
obtain 

2 2 ■■<?=!±!k*-pyp- 

n-o y=o 

= 2 a »{{z-p)+p}' 1 -= 2 «* 3 "- 

n-o »-0 

Hence the original series is convergent for z= 1+8, contrary 
to the hypothesis that the radius of convergence is 1. This 
proves the theorem 

Another proof, due to Pringshenn, is as follows There is at 
least one singularity, say e"\ on the unit circle. The Taylor’s 
series about pe ia , where 0 < p < 1, is 


Z V 1 

v - 0 


(2-/*'“)*, 


and, since c" 1 is a singularity, this has the radius of convergence 
1— p. But it is clear from (2) that, if n u : 0 for all values of n, 

!/<•VlKflp) 

Hence the radius of convergence of (1) docs not exceed 1 —p. 
Hence z = 1 is a* singularity 


7.22. If a n is real for all valves of n. and 2 a n w properly 
divergent, i e 

a„ = a 0 +a 1 + +o„->oo (or——co), 

then z — 1 is a singular point. 

We have, for |z| < 1, 


m 


oo oo 


*■ ~ n - 0 n - 0 >1 — 0 

by § 1.65, the series being absolutely convergent. Hence 

/(=) = (1—z)i V" 


(1) 


n = o 
N 


(1—2) 2 S„Z" +(I -z) y s,,2" --=fi(z)+f 2 {z), 

?i -0 n — A +1 


say. Suppose that s n ->■ <x> Then, given any positive number 0, 
however large, we can choose N so that s n > G (n> N). Then, 
if 0 < z < 1, 

/*(*)> (l-z) I Gz n = Gz N+1 . 

n =5 -i l 


P 
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Having fixed N, we can choose z 0 so near to 1 that 

^ +1 >i. IA(z)l<i<? (*>2o)» 

since z N+1 -> 1 and /,(z) -> 0. Hence 

f{z)>\0 (z>z 0 ), 

i.e. f(z) -> oo as z -* I. This proves the theorem. 

If we merely know that |s„ j -> oo, we cannot deduce that 
z = 1 is a singularity. For example, 

(7^3= l-3z+...+(-lH(«+l)(n+2)z»+.. , 

and here |« rt | ~ Jn 2 , though the function is regular at z = 1. 


7.23. General tests for singular points. If we consider 
any particular point on the circle of convergence, we can devise 
a test to determine whether it is a singularity or not; but it is 
not one which lends itself to simple calculations. 

We may suppose that the radius of convergence is 1, and, by 
a preliminary transformation, we may bring tho point to be 
considered to z = 1. 

The principle to be used is that, if we expand /(z) about a 
point on the real axis between 0 and 1, the circle of convergence 
includes z— 1 if /(z) is regular at this point, and not otherwise. 
But we can make a transformation which brings the formula 
into a simpler form than the direct application of the principle 
would give. 

Let F(w) = 

1 —W \ 1 — WJ 

Then F(w) is regular for R(w )<\, since R(a>) < £ gives 
|u>| < jl— w\. Now 

y ,= y «,„»« y fe±r>V 


CP 71 

2 "* 2 


m\n — m)l 


n t 

b = y n - 

u ZL, m,!(n —m) 1 


” Z-, m!(n—m)! m ' 

m=o ' 

Then a necessary and sufficient condition that z — 1 should 
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be a singularity of f(s), i.e. 'that w = | should be a singularity 
of F{w), is that , 

lim|6 n r«=}. 

For then F(w) has a singularity on \w\ = \, and every point 
other than w = \ is known to be regular. 

By using other transformations we obtain a variety of other 
equivalent conditions. 

Example. Provo that every point on the unit circle is a singularity of 


/(=) = 2 * 2 ’- 

n 0 

[For the point z — o'®, wo have to consider 

b. - y n ' 

m 0 

where a m — c ‘if m — 2', and a M — 0 otherwise. Clearly 

|6.| < S *’ - 2-. 


»/i-0 


Also 


V 2 ” 

/ . 2”'(2"—2 m )' 


,3 m B 


711 = 0 


The modulus of the term m = n—1 is asymptotic to A2 Z " ~ i", by Stir¬ 
ling’s theorem. Also, if «, denotes the general term, and 0 < m J n—2, 

(2-M) 2" 1 / 2-' 1 \ 2 " /2i*’" 4 

-2”) < \2"—2™/ < W < t»’ 


w-.i 


( 2 “— 2 m,1 + 1 ) ( 2 " 


and the remainder is easily seen to be negligible. Hence 


limjfcj 


= 2 ] 


7.3. Convergence of the series and regularity of the 

function. It will be noticed that we have not used the con¬ 
vergence or divergence of the original senes as a test for 
regularity or singularity of the function. In general no such 
test is possible, for all possible relations can occur. If 


to) = 2 

n = l 


(—l) n Z n 
n 


— log 


1 

1+2’ 


the series is convergent, and the function regular, at z — 1 ; and 
the series is divergent, and the function singular, at z = — 1 . 
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On the other hand, if 


oo 

/(*)= 2 (- 1 )"** 1 


1+3 


the senes is divergent, but the function is regular, at 2 = 1 ; 
while if 

„n f 1 1 

dw 


^>=25 = /;; lo *rV 


the series is convergent at 2 = 1, but/( 2 ) has a singularity. 


7.31. There is, however, one case in which divergence of the 
series indicates a singularity of the function; the case where 
a n -> 0. This follows from the following theorem. 

is 

/(3) = 2 

71-0 


and a n -> 0, the series is convergent at every point of the unit circle 
where the function is regular. 

Two proofs of this theorem have been given One, due to 
M. Riesz, is essentially a ‘complex variable’ method, and is 
given by Landau, Ergebnisse, § 18. The following proof, due 
to W H. Young (7), is of Fourier-series type. In some respects 
it is not so simple as Riesz’s, but it can easily be adapted to 
give more general results. 

We may without loss of generality take the point m question 
to be 2 = 1; and we may suppose that /(1) = 0. We have then 
to prove that s n -> 0. 

It follows from § 7 22 (1) that 

s = - 1 - I ^ z) dz 

n 2ni J i-2 2 n + 1 ' 


Taking the contour to be the circle |z| = r < 1, we have 


2 nr" J 1 — re 19 


Let 0 < 8 < tt, and let <f>(6) = 8, r) be such that 

(i) <f>(6) = lj(l—re i0 ) for —n < 9 < —8 and 8 <9 <rr; 

(ii) <f>(9) and <j>'(9) are continuous for —n < 9 < n; 

(iii) |4(0)| <K, \f(9)\<K, \<f,"(9)\<K, for -n<9<rr, 
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where K depends on 8 but not on r. For example, if 
<f,(6) = ad*+b6*+ce+d (-8<0< 8), 
we can determine the coefficients so that 

= *' (± S ) =( l 5 eV 

Then (ii) is satisfied; and a, b, c, and d are linear functions of 
<f>(±8) and 8), the moduli of these not exceeding l cosec JS 
and l cosec 2 JS respectively Hence (iii) is satisfied. 

We can then write 


2 nr v s„ 


St 

-8 




-re 


<e 


dd + 


7r 

J f(re'»M0)e- 


inB JQ 


o 

— J f(re' B )tf>(d)e~ u,B dd 


= h+h~h- 

Since f(z) is regular at z = 1, and /(1) = 0, we have 
/(re' 9 ) = 0(|l-re'«|) 

in an interval |0| < B 0 , uniformly for r n < r < 1. Hence 


v 

/j-=| <9(l}rf0=O(S). 


-s 

Suppose now that 8 is fixed. We have 

I 2 — 2 a m r m e« m - n #<f>(0) dd, 

m I * 


by uniform convergence; and integrating by parts twice each 
integral except the nth, 

7T TT 

f mao- y -«*£-. f *~~*p(8)de, 

i {m ~ ny { 

all the integrated terms cancelling. Let e v — max(|a m |), so that 


t v -> 0. Then 


m^v 


|/,K **{«.+«. 2 s^js+s. 2 os—SP. 






-=0(e n ) + 0(l/n) + 0(* ln ). 
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Finally 


p_rr+s / o(j)- 

-s 


Given e, we can choose S so that |/j| for all values of n; 
and, having fixed S, we can choose n 0 =» 0 ( e ) 80 l ftr 8 e that 
|/ 2 | < and |/ 3 | < for n > n u . Hence 

27tt" |s n | < e (n > n 0 ). 

Making r -> 1, it follows that 2ir|s„| < t (v > w 0 ), i.e ,% -> 0. 

The reader will notice that w'e have not used the full force 
of the hypothesis ‘/(z) is regular at s — 1’; and the proof would 
hold with little change if e g f(z) — 0( ] 1 — z|“), where a > 0. 
For the more general form of the theorem we must refer the 
reader to Young’s paper. 


7.4. Over-convergence.* We know that, at every point 
outside the circle of convergence of a power series, the series is 
divergent. But if, instead of considering the whole sequence of 
partial sums of the scries, we consider particular sequences of 
these sums, it is sometimes possible to obtain a convergent 
sequence. This is shown by the following example. 


Let 


/<*>= 2 

71 — 1 


{z(l-z)Y n 

Pn 


where p„ is the maximum coefficient in the polynomial 
{z(l-z)) 4 ”. Then in each of the polynomials 

(z(l-z)} 4 ’ 

Pn 

the moduli of the coefficients do not exceed 1, and one of them 
is actually equal to 1. Also the highest term in this polynomial is 
of degree 2.4", whereas the lowest term in the next polynomial 
is of degree 4 ntl . Hence, if we expand/(z) in powers of z, each 
term is a single term of one of the above polynomials. The 
radius of convergence of this series is 1, since |o„| ^ 1 for all n, 
while a n = 1 for an infinity of values of n. 

In particular, the above series of polynomials is convergent 
for |z| < 1. But, since it is formally unchanged by the substitu¬ 
tion z — 1 —w, it is also convergent for |to| < 1, i.e. for |1— z| < 1. 


* Ostrowski (I), Zyginund (1), Estermann (2). 
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The (special sequence of partial sums obtained by taking each 
l>olynomial as a whole is therefore convergent in a region which 
lies partly outside the unit circle. 

A power series which has a sequence of partial sums con¬ 
vergent outside the circle of convergence of the series is said to 
be ‘over-convergent’. Of course a power series can only be 
over-convergent in the neighbourhood of a point of the circle 
where tho function is regular. We shall next define a class of 
functions which have this property of over-convergence in the 
neighbourhood of every point of the circle where the function 
is regular. 

7.41. Suppose that the power series 
f{z) = f a IL z n 

n -- 0 

has the radius of convergence 1, ami that there are an infinite 
number of gaps in the sequence of coefficients, i.e. there are 
sequences of suffixes p k , q k , such that a n = 0 for p k < a < q k ; and 
2* Js (1 \-H)p k , with a fixed positive &. 

Then the sequence of the corresponding partial sums 

Vk 

\( Z ) = I a A= n 

is convergent in a region of which every regular point of f(z) on 
the circle of convergence is an interior point. 

To prove this it is sufficient to consider the point 2=1. 
Suppose that/(z) is regular at z = 1. Then, if 8 is small enough, 
it is regular in and on the circle with centre l and radius i+S. 
We apply Hadamard’s three-circles theorem to the function 

4>{z) =f(z)—s Pt (z), 

and tho circles with centre 1 and radii 1—S, i+c, i+8, where 
0 < « < 8. If M v M 2 , M 3 are the maximum moduli of 4>{z) on 
these circles, then 

14 28 1+28 l+2« 

Jf 2 108 1-28 ^ M l M 3 V*8. W 

In order to prove that 8„ t (z) -+/(z) in a region including z— 1, 
it is sufficient to show that we can take e so small that M 2 -> 0 
when p k -> oo. The idea of the proof is that, while M s is sub¬ 
stantially of the order (1+8) J, * ! M k behaves like (1—8)«*, and 
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bo, since q k is greater than p k , the right-hand Bide of (1) is small 
when p k is large. 

To every positive 77 (say with tj < lh) corresponds a K such 


that 

Hence, as k -> 00 , 




^1 < I + !%+l2 , ‘ +1 1 + 

.j&r 

1 —v 

Also, if M is the maximum modulus of f(z) on the outer circle, 



' 1 —gyi+aiiM 

H1-1?/ / H 



M 3 s^M+\a 0 \+ .+ K J * P *| 
Hence the right-hand side of ( 1 ) is 



When « -> 0 , 77 0 , the expression in brackets tends to 

(1 _ 8)d+tf )10B(H 2S>( 1 _j_ 5)-log(l - *8) > 

which is less than 1 if 8 is small enough; for its logarithm 
~ — 2 # 8 2 as 8 -> 0 , and so is negative for small 8 Hence we 
may take e and 77 so small that the original expression is less 
than 1 ; and the result then follows 


7.42. The occurrence of gaps in the series is not merely a 
useful device for producing over-convergencc. It has an essen¬ 
tial connexion with it. This is shown by the following theorem, 
which is a sort of converse of the preceding one. 

If a sequence s p (z) of partial sums of the series f(z) = J a n z n , 
with radius of convergence 1 , is uniformly convergent m the neigh¬ 
bourhood of a point on the unit circle, then 

f(z) -- g(z)+r(z), 

where the power series g(z ) has an infinite number of gaps p k , q k , 
where q k > (l-i-d)p k , and the radius of convergence of the power 
series r(z) is greater than 1 

We shall not give the proof, which is more difficult than that 
of the direct theorem. 
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7.43. Hatdamard’s gap theorem. //, in the power series 

f(z) = f a u z n , 

n o 

a n — 0 except when n belongs to a sequence n k such that 
n k+ , > (' where & > 0 , then the circle of convergence of the 

senes is a natural boundary of the function. 

This is an almost immediate corollary of the theorem on over¬ 
convergence. For, if f(z) were regular at any point of the circle, 
the series would be over-convergent at that point, i.e the 
sequence „ t 

«„ 4 (z) = 2 «„=" 

n - I 

would be convergent at a point outside the circle. But for a 
series of the given form this sequence of partial sums is the 
same as the whole sequence of partial sums Hence over-con¬ 
vergence is impossible, ana consequently every point of the 
circle of convergence is a singularity of f(z). 

7.44. Mordell’s proof of the theorem.* This is a very 

simple direct proof Suppose that the radius of convergence is 
1 . Let z = aw p -\-bu' p+1 , where 0 <a< 1 , 1 , and p is a 

positive integer. Clearly 1*1 < Hf and it is easily seen 

that. |zj < 1 if |w’i -<; 1, except that z= 1 if w — 1. Let 

4>{w) =f(z) = 2 a, n (aw p -\-bw p ll ) re 

== ^ a n (a n w >, ' , - l r J r b n id p + l) ”) = 2 b n w”. 

Then <j>(w) is regular for |w>| si 1 , except possibly at w = 1. We 
shall show that the radius of convergence of the power series 
for is 1 , and hence that w 1 is a singularity of 4>{w). 

We observe that, in the last expression but one for <£(«■), no 
power of w occurs twice if 


(P+1 K <?«*+!> 



throughout the series, and this is true if p > 1 /&. The expression 
^ b n w n is then obtained by simply omitting the brackets in the 
previous expression 


* Monk'll (1). 
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If the series for <f>(to) had a radius of convergence greater than 
1, it would be convergent for a real w > 1, and therefore the 
series for f(z ) would be convergent for a real z > 1, which is 
false. This proves the theorem. 

There is still another proof,* depending on the criterion 
of § 7.23. 

The theorem of § 7.41 can be proved in a similar way.f Let 
the series for f(z) satisfy the condition of § 7.41. Then <f>(w) can 
have no singularity for |u>| ^ 1 except possibly at w = 1. 
Hence if f(z) is regular at z = 1, <f>(w) is regular at w — 1, and 
so in |«»| < 1+8 for some positive 8. Hence 2 b n w n converges 

(p + l)Pk 

for | to | < 1+8, and in particular 2 b n w n converges for 

n=-0 

Pk 

|ao| < 1+8. Hence 2 a n 2 " converges in a region of which 2=1 

n = 0 

is an interior point. 


7.5. Asymptotic behaviour near the circle of conver¬ 
gence. If the coefficients in the power series satisfy a suffi¬ 
ciently simple law as n-> co, we can deduce an asymptotic 
expression for the function f(z) as z approaches the circle of 
convergence along i radius vector. The simplest case of this 
process is given by the following theorem. 


Let f(x) = 2 a nZ n > 9( x ) = 2 K x "> 

n-0 7t — 0 

where a n ^ 0, b n ^ 0, and the series converge for 0 < x < 1 and 
diverge for x = 1. If, as n -*■ oo, 

°n~Cb n , (1) 

then as x -> 1 /(x) ~ Cg(x). (2) 

Given e, we can find N such that 


\a n Cb n \ < eb n ( n>N).' 


• See Landau, Ergebnuise, § 19. 
t Pointed out by Mr. M. M. Crum. 



ASYMPTOTIC BEHAVIOUR 


225 


Then 

| f(x)-Cg(x)\ 


2 K-Cb n )x n 


<[ 2 K- CK)* n | +1 I K- cb n )*" 

'n = o ' 'n-Tv + i 

2 h* n 

n 0 n-N +1 

< 2 \a,-Cb n \+eg(x). 

n 0 


Having fixed N, we can, since g(x) -> oo, choose S so that 

2 \ a n~Cb n \ <eg(x) (x > 1—8). 
n=o 

Then \f(x)—Cg(x)\<2eg(x) (x>l — S), 

which proves the theorem. 

The same result, however, holds under more general condi¬ 
tions. Let the aeries converge for 0 < x < 1; let 

S n ~ a 0 + a i+"' + a n> = ^ 0 +^ + . 

and let s n and t„ be positive, and 2. s „ an( t 2 ( n divergent, and let 

s n ~Ct n (3) 

Then (2) is still true. 

For as in § 7.22, for 0 < * < 1 

/(.r) = (1-x) 2, «„*”» 9(*) (1—t) 2 t n T ''> 

n 0 « 0 

and by the previous theorem 

2 *»*" ~ C 2 t n X ”‘ 

no no 

Hence the result. 

In particular, if s n ~ Cn, then 


Examples. (i) If p < 1, as x 



n*=l 


► 1 

rH-P) 

(l-X) 1 -*' 


[We have (1—*)*-* = J 

f»-0 

and we can use the lemma of § 1.87.] 
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(ii) Show that if 

F(<x,p,y,x)- l + 1-y *+ 1.2.y(y+l) + '"’ 

then, as x —*■ 1, 

r(y)r(a+^-y) 1 

F(<x,p,y,x)~ r(ot)r(/3) (l-x)a+P-Y 

if 0£+j3 > y; and that 


7.51. The converse problem. It is easily seen that there 
is no general converse of the above theorems, from the asymp¬ 
totic behaviour of f(x) we cannot deduce that of or even of 
s„. Consider, for example, the function 


f{x)— 1 -- = (l— x) y («+1)# 2 ” 

— 2 (w+l)(x 2 "—x 2n+1 ). 

n -0 

Here s 2m+1 — 0> while s 2m = rro-f-1; hence s n oscillates infinitely, 
though f(x) ~ J/(l —x). 

The coefficients in this example are, of course, not all positive; 
and this is, in a sense, the cause of the failure of the converse 
theorem. If we assume that all the coefficients are positive, we 
can state a precise converse of the last result of the previous 
section. 

If a n $> 0 for all values of n, and as x -*■ 1 

/(*) = 2 a n X ” ~ , 1 > 

n=0 1 —X 

n 

then as to -> oo s n = 2 a v ~ n - 

V-0 

This theorem is due to Hardy and Little wood.* We shall 
give an extremely elegant proof which has recently been ob¬ 
tained by Karamata.f 


7.52. In order to appreciate the point of the proof, it may 
be well to see what can be proved by fairly obvious arguments. 
In the first place n 

/(*) >t. a * xV > aX 

v=0 


* Hardy and Littlewood (2). 


t Karamata (]). 
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for all values of x and ». Taking * = e~ lln , we obtain, since 


f{x) < Aj{\—x), 



A 


< An, 


say s n < A-pi. 

On the other hand, using (1), we have 

f{x) = (l-x) f a m x m 

vio 

< (1 —x)s n 2 x m +A 1 ( 1—*) v rnx n 

m- o m-n 


(i) 


A -yW +1 

-y_ x ■ 


Taking x~e~ xin , we obtain, since f(x) > A/(l —x) > AnjX if 


n > 2A, 


An , . , Ant ~ A 

A <s H +Ane-*+ —. 


Hence, if A is sufficiently large, 

8„>A z n (2) 

What we have to show is that A x and A z can be replaced by 
1-f-e and 1—e respectively. The above argument is too crude 
to do this, and the method actually used is far from being an 
obvious one. 


7.53. Karamata’s proof. The proof depends on the well- 
known theorem of Weierstrass, that we can approximate uni¬ 
formly to any continuous function by a sequence of polyno¬ 
mials.* Let g(x) be continuous m (0,1), and c a given positive 
number. Then there are polynomials p{x), P(x), such that 

p(x)^g{x)^P(x), (1) 

1 1 

and J {g(x)~p(x)}dx^t, j {P{x)~ gp(x)} dx < «. (2) 

0 0 

This is obviously true if p(x) and P(x) differ by at most Je from 
g( x )~h f a ^d g(x)+h respectively. 

If g(x) has a discontinuity of the first kind in the interval, 
say at x — c, we can still construct polynomials satisfying (1) 
and (2). Suppose, for example, thatgr(c—0) < g(c-f 0). Let 

* A proof is given in § 13,33. For another proof see Goursat, Cows 
d'Analyst, t. 1, § 206. 
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4>( x ) — g(x}-r k for x < c—S and for x > e; and, for c—8 ^ x c, 
let <f>(x) = max{/(x),{jr(x)-f|e}, where l{x) is the linear function 
of a; such that J(c-8) = jr(c-S)+J e , l(c)=zg(c+ 0)+Jc. Then 
<f>(x) is continuous, and <f>{x) > g{x). It is easily seen that, if 8 is 
small enough, a polynomial P(x) which approximates suffi¬ 
ciently closely to <^>(x) has the required properties. Similarly 
we may construct p(x). 

To prove the theorem of Hardy and Littlewood, we first 
prove that ; 

lim(l— x) f a n x*P(x n ) = f P(t)dt (3) 

*1 71 — 0 ** 

0 

for any polynomial P(x). It is clearly sufficient to consider the 
case P(x) — x k . Then the left-hand side is 


•**4-1-/***=- 

and the result follows. 

Next, we have t 

lim(l— x) £ a n x”g(x n ) = f g{t) dt (4) 

71=0 J ' ' 

0 

if g(t) is continuous, or has a discontinuity of the first kind. For 
let p(x) and P{x) be polynomials satisfying (1) and (2). Then, 
since g{x) ^ P(x), and the coefficients are positive, 

h£(l-x) f a n x n g(x n ) ^ Bm(j - x ) y a n x n P(x n ) 

B=a n% 

= J P(t)tU<f g{t)dt+e. 

0 0 

Making « -> 0, it follows that 


ac 1 

EmCi-x) £ a n x n g(x n ) < f g(t) dt. 

71 = 0 J 

0 

Similarly, arguing with p{x), we obtain 

ao 1 

lim(l-x) ^ o n x n g(x n ) > f g(t) dt, 

71=0 J 

0 


and (4) follows. 
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Now let 

g(t) = 0 (0^t<e~ 1 ), =1 /ite-^f^l). 


Then 

Let. x — e~^ K . Then 


J 0(0* = J y= !• 

0 1/c 


( 5 ) 


oo iV 

2 = 2 «„ = 2 a n = *A’> 

n--0 n«"l/log(i/x) n 0 

and so, by (4) and (5), s N ~ 1/(1 — x) ~ A 7 . This proves the 
theorem. 


7.6. Abel’s theorem and its converse. In this section we 
return to a subject already discussed m Chapter I In § 1.22 
we proved Abel’s theorem for real power series: if the series 

oo 

2«» 

n= 0 

converges to the sum s, then 

f(x) = 2 «„* n « 

n^-o 

a.9 x -> 1 through real values. In § 1 23 we proved Tauber’s 
theorem, that the converse deduction holds , provided that 
a ri = o(\jn). We shall now consider a number of generalizations 
of these theorems * 

7.61.// | o„ = s, (1) 

n =0 

then f(z) = 2 a n 2 m -> * (2) 

n^O 

as z -* 1 along any path lying between two chords of the unit circle 
which pass through z = 1. 

As in § 1.22, it is sufficient to show that the power series is 
uniformly convergent, but now we must prove uniform con¬ 
vergence in a region included between two chords through z = 1, 
and a sufficiently small circle with centre at z = 1. 

We have to adapt the argument used to prove Abel’s lemma 
(§ 1.131) to the present conditions. Let 

®»,p — °n+ a n+I+ —+ a j» 

* Landau, Ergebniaae , Ch III, and Hardy and Littlewood (1), (2), (3), (4). 
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so that |s n>p | < e (n 0 < n<p ). Then 

I n a S V = s „,nZ n +(S n , ri+1 &n,n )2«+l + ... + K,,„-V».- 1)*” 

Hence for n^n 0 

I m i /W-i } 

2 «^‘i<e{ 2 !=:*•—-*■ !1 |+ !=|”' 

v n 1 * v ?i * 

»' it 


The result now follows as m the previous case, provided that 

|l-s| 

1-1=1 

is bounded as z -> 1 on the path considered It is this that 
makes it necessary to restrict the path, for this function can 
be made large by taking z near to 1, but still nearer to the 
circumference. 

Suppose, then, that 

| 1 -*|<*( 1 -| 2 |) (k > 1 ). ( 3 ) 

This inequality is satisfied in a region hounded hj the curve 

|1-2| ^-In¬ 
putting 1— z — pe't, the equation becomes 
p = k—k\l—pe u t'\, 

he. (p—k) 2 = & 2 (1 —2pcos<£-{-p 2 ), 

i.e. ^cosj-k 

* k*~ 1 ’ 

This represents a curve with two branches through z — 1, each 
making an angle arccos(l/A.) with the real axis. By choosing 
k sufficiently large we can make the curve include any region 
of the required type. Since (3) is satisfied inside the curve, the 
theorem now follows. 

7.62. We can also obtain a similar extension of Tauber’s 
theorem. 

U /( 2 ) s as z -> 1 along a path satisfying the same conditions 
as before, and a n — o(ljn), then 2 a n converges to the sum, s. 
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In view of the above analysis, the proof given in § 1.23 now 
requires little modification. We have to prove that 

s i— s z= f 

n=N+-l n-0 

where N = [1/(1 — |z|)]. As before, if | na n \ <e for n>N, 


l«i! = 




y+i 


N + l 


< (N+\)(l-\z\) < *- 


Now 


11 Z n \ = |(1- 2 )(1+Z+. •+2’‘- 1 )| < |1-Z|». 


Hence, if 7.61 (3) is satisfied, 

N 

and this tends to zero, by the lemma of § 1.23. This proves the 
theorem. 


7.63. Tauber’s theorem for regular paths. It is not 

possible to extend Abel’s theorem, at any rate m its obvious 
form, to paths which touch the unit circle; for example, it is 
known* that the series 


^ n~ b e ,n “ (0 < a < 1) 

n= i 

is convergent if b > 1—«; but, if b < 1 — \a, the function 
f(z) - ^ n~*e in *z n 

n -l 

does not tend to a limit as c ->■ 1 along an arc of a circle touching 
the unit circle at z — 1. 

On the other hand, wo can obtain an extension of Tauber’s 
theorem to paths which touch the circle, provided that they 
are sufficiently regular. 

A path will be called ‘regular’ if it is defined by equations 
x — x(t), y = y{t), where x'(t) and y'(t) are continuous and never 
both 0, so that there is a definite tangent at each point. 

If f(z) -> 8 as z -> 1 along a regular path inside the circle, and 
a n — o(l/n), then 2 a n converges to the sum s. 

We may suppose without loss of generality that s — 0 Let 

* See Hardy and Littlewood (3), p. 207. 

0 
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C be the path in question. Then the integral 

i 

J f(w) dw, 

Z 

taken along C, exists; and it is o(|l—z|) as z -> 1. For, given t, 
we have \f{w)\ < e for w sufficiently near to 1 on C. Hence 

, i 

j j f(w) dw < el(z), 

’’ Z 

where l(z) is the length of C from z to 1. But l(z) ~ 11 — z\ as 
z -> 1; for if t — 0 corresponds to z = 1, 

t 

l ~f = j J [{aj'(tt)} 2 +{y'(«)} 2 ]* du -> f{x'(0)} 2 + [ 2 / (0)} 2 J*, 

0 

x\u) and y'(u) being continuous; and 


Hence J/(u>) dw = o(11 — z\). (1) 

Now if z and z' are points on C, 

gf oo 

J f(w) dw = ^ (z’ n+1 —z n+1 ). 

z n = 0 

This series converges uniformly with respect to z' for Iz'Ki 
(since a n = o(l/n)). Hence, making z' -> 1, 


/ f(™) dw = 


( 2 ) 


Let N~ [1/| 1— z\). Then 


jf( W )dw= 2 + 2 n ^i (i -z n+i) =2 1 +i a , 


n=0 N +1 


and 2 2 = 2 °(^) = 0 (^) = 0(|1 ~ Z|) - (3) 

Also 

1 — Z n+1 = (l-z)(14-Z+...4-2") 

= (1—z)(n+l)—(1—z) a {n+(n—^z+.-.+z"- 1 } 

= (l-z)(n+l)+0(|l-z|V). 



Hence 
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2 1 ==(i-z)2°»+ 0 (l 1 - z l 2 2»Kl) 

n=0 ' n-l ' 

= (1-Z)^+0(|1-2|W) 

= (1—z)«v+o(!l— 2 I)- (4) 

From (1), (3), and (4) it follows that a N = o(l), and this proves 
the theorem. 


7.64. Littlewood’s extension of Tauber’s theorem. We 

now pass to an extension of quite a different kind. In all the 
forms of Tauber’s theorem so far considered, the condition 
a„ — o( 1 /n) has played an apparently essential "part. It was, 
however, discovered by Littlewood that it can be replaced by 
the more general condition a n = 0(\jn). Here we shall restrict 
purselves for the sake of simplicity to the real axis, though it 
is possible to prove the theorem for complex paths. 


7.65. We use the following lemma - 

If f(x) is a real fvnetion vnlh differential coefficients of the first 
two orders for 0 < x < 1, and, as x -> 1, 


then 


/'w=o( (r L ? }. 

/■w=o(i^). 


Let x' — x+8(l—x), where 0 < 8 < 1. Then 

f(x’)=f(x)+S(l-x)f'(x)+isHl-xm$), 

where x < £ < x'. Hence 

(i-*)/'(*) +p(i -zmt) 


a) 


8i "° 0 no == °{ ( 1 i )a } - °{ (I - a:) »}- 

By first choosing 8 sufficiently small, and then x sufficiently 
near to 1, the right-hand side of (1) can be made as small as we 
please. This proves the lemma. 


7.66. Littlewood’s theorem. lff{x) — J a n x n -> s asx-> 1, 
and a n = 0(1 jn), then J a n converges to the sum s. 

The proof * depends on the theorem of § 7.51, and in proving 

* The original proof, Littlewood (3), was different. 
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that theorem we have really overcome the most serious diffi¬ 
culties. We may obviously suppose, without loss of generality, 
that the limit 8 is zero. Then 


/(x) = fa n x" = o( 1) 

«“0 

as x -* 1. Also, since a (l = 0(\jn), 

f(x) = fn(n-l)a, L x n - 2 = 0{j[ (ii-l)*"' 2 ) = 
Hence, by the lemma, 

/'(*) = jl na ^"- 1 -=o^ J. 

Suppose that | na u \ <T c. Then 

y __J_ ri*)„ . 

c / 1—X C 1—X 


n = i 


But the coefficients in this series are all positive, and so, by the 
theorem of § 7.51, n 

2 (*-?)-»• 


or 


2 va„ = o(n). 


(1) 


This is an asymptotic formula for a finite sum, and so is a 
considerable step in the right direction. To get exactly the 
required result, still another argument is required. 

Let w n denote the left-hand side of ( 1 ) if n > 0, and let w Q = 0. 
Then 

m=l n=l ' 1 ' 

2 " ^ fz n —x n+1 X n 1 
„ _, W ' 1 \ n +1 ' n(n+ 1)| 




25 -^ 2 , 




X . 


i^l n+1 £**(*+1) 

Since w n — o(n), the first term on the right is o(l) as x -> 1. 
Hence, since f(x) -+ 0, 


y -a, 

£ i n{n+ 1) 



PARTIAL SUMS 235 

But wJ{n{n-\- 1)} = o(l/n), and so, by the ordinary form of 
Tauber’s theorem, „ 


2 

n -1 


W- 


n(n+1) 


= — a n 


The left-hand side is 

N 





?i(n +1) 


lim 

A’—>=» 


= lim 

AT->oo 



N 

lim 2 a n> 

A 7 —>oo >i* 1 


and the theorem is therefore proved. 


7.7. Partial sums of a power series.* The study of the 
partial sums of a power senes is facilitated by the use of the 
formulae of the theory of Fourier series. We shall use some of 
these formulae, and quote them from Chapter XIII; but in eaoh 
case where they are used here the proof is an immediate con¬ 
sequence of uniform convergence. 


Let 


and 

Let 


/( Z ) = 2 a » 2 " (IzK 1 ). 

n^o 

*»(*) = +a„z n - 


i<r ' S) “ 2(l--L«*+r>) “ J+rC08S + ’•’“» 28 +- - 


»nri Ir Ir — 1 “T* -2r " + _H C08 (_^+ 1 )O-rCQS7l0} 

n{ ’ ' " 2(1 — 2r cos 0-(-r*) 


Then 

a. 


= 1 + 7-0080+ .. + r n COSW0. 


2lT 


Jre'*) = I J fjdf (0 < r < p < 1 ). (1) 

0 

This may be proved directly by term-by-term integration. It 
is a case of Parseval’s formula (§ 13.54). 

Also, by Dirichlet’s integral (§ 13.2), 

2 V 






(2) 


* Landau (2), (3), (4), and Ergebniaae , Ch. I. 
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We can thus express a n as a repeated integral involving / and k, 

2tP 27 T 

- i J ** J -£^r l (?+)^ (3> 

0 0 

We consider also the arithmetic means of the partial sums, 
°n( z ) — {s 0 (z)+«i( 2 )+...+«„_i(z)}/n. 

27T 

By (1), a n (re iB ) =I J f(pe^)K„ ^ d+, (4) 

0 

- n—l 

where *»(r, 0) = - Y fc„(r, 6); 

n 

v=o 

and, by Fejer’s integral (§ 13.31), 


*„M) 


27T 

1 r sin ■ t \n(8—<j>) 

2nn J ain 2 b(&—<f>) 


k{r, cf>) d<f>. 


(5) 


0 

7.71. Bounded power series. Suppose now that f{z) is 
bounded in the unit circle. 

If l/( 2 )[ ^ M for \z\ < 1, then \o„(z)\ M for all values of n 
and |z| < 1; and, conversely, if |a n (z)| < M for all n and \z \ < 1, 


then |/(z) | < M. 

It is clear from the above formulae that k(r, 8) and K n (r, 8) 
are positive for r <z. 1. Hence, if \f(z)\ M, it follows from 
(4) that 




0 

But the right-hand side is what a n reduces to in the case 
f(z) = M, viz. M. This proves the first part. 

Again s„(z), and so also a n (z), tends to f(z) as n -> 00 . The 
second part follows at once from this. 


7.72. The corresponding results for s n (z) are not so simple. 
This is due to the fact that k n , unlike K n , is not always positive. 
It is not necessarily true that |«„(z)| < M for all values of n 
and z. In fact it is known* that the upper bound of |« n (z)|, for 
all functions/(z) such that J/(z)| < M, tends to infinity with n. 
We have, however, the following result: 


* Landau, Ergtbnisae, § 2. 
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There is an absolute constant A such that 
|«„(z)| < AM log n 

for all functions f(z) such that j/(z)j < M. 
If |/(z)|<J/,by§7.7(3), 


2tt 


0 0 

The inner integral is equal to 

i/(»f i) 


2 [!“?(?+»>«;*,<2 f <’*+«“ da+2 f -±L- 

J I 8in|a I J sin £ce J Bin|ix 


lUn+i) 


= 0(l)+0(log»); 
and, putting n = 0 in 7.7 (2), 


277 


This proves the theorem. 


7.73. It is easily seen that s„(z) is bounded in a circle of 
radius r' less than 1; for k n (r,6) is obviously bounded in such 
a circle. The upper bound for s n (z) depends on M and on r'. 
What is not so obvious is that we can choose r\ independent 
of M, so that the upper bound is exactly M. 

If l/(z)l < then |« n (z)| for \z\ < $.* 

It is clear that 




1—r 1 —2r»+ 1 (l+r) 
2(1—r)* 


and if r ^ n > 1, the numerator is not less than 


1 — i — 2'i(l + i) = 0. 

Hence k n (r, <f>) > 0 for r and we can now proceed as in 
§7.71. We have i7r 

\*nire i9 )\<l j Mk ^) 

0 

and the right-hand side is what s n (z) reduces to when f(z) = M, 
viz, M. This proves the theorem. 


Fej6r (5). 
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The number $ is the greatest number with this property. 
For consider the function 


/(*) = -*--, (0 < a < 1). 

az — 1 

Then \f(e i9 )\ = 1, so that |/(r)] < 1 for |z| < 1. Also 
« 1 (z) = o+(a 2 —l)z, 



and the point — J/o where s x (z) > 1 is arbitrarily near to \z\ — 
since a is arbitrarily near to 1. 

7.8. The zeros of partial sums.* Let 

f(z) = a 0 +a 1 z+... K^-0), 

be a power series with radius of convergence 1, and let 
«„(z) = a o+ a i 2 +• ••+ a n Z n . 

Then s„(z), being a polynomial of degree n, has n zeros. 

If /(z) has zeros inside the circle of convergence, then by 
Hurwitz’s theorem (§ 3.45) every such zero is a limit-point of 
zeros of the polynomials s n (z). 

Now consider the simplest function of the above type, 

f(z) = r L = l+z+z*+.... 

1 — z 

1—z n+1 

Here 8 n (z) = l+z+ ...+z n = ———. 


Hence a„(z) has zeros distributed evenly round the circle, and 
it iB plain that every point of the circle is a limit-point of 
such zeros. 

It is somewhat remarkable that the general case is so nearly 
like this simple case. This was discovered by Jentzsch, who 
proved *aat, for every power series, every point of the circle of 
convergence is a limit-point of zeros of partial sums. 

We shall deduce this from some quite simple ideas depending 
on the theory of equations. 

Let 8 be a given positive number, n a number such that 


K\ > 


K\ 

(H-8)"' 


( 1 ) 


* Jentzsch (1). 
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This is true for arbitrarily large values of n, or the radius of 
convergence would be greater than 1. 

Let Zj, Zj,..., z n be the zeros of the corresponding « n (z). Then 
ZiZ 2 ...z n = (-l) n a 0 /a„, 

and so |z 1 z,...z„|<(l+8)* 

Let Zj,.„, z fc be the zeros of s n (z) in the circle |z| 1—8. By 

Hurwitz’s theorem (§ 3.45), k is constant for sufficiently large 

values of n, and , . r . 

\z 1 z s ..z k \>K, 


where K depends on 8 only. 

Let z„- p +!.•••) z n be the zeros for which |z| > 1-f-e. Then 

(1+S) n 


(l+e) p < |z„- P+ i- 2 „l = 

Hence 


2 1 2 2- 2 i 


Zj...Zj. . Z* + i-.. 2 n -P 


< 


K( 1—S)"-p' 


P< 


n{log(l+8)—log(l—8)}—logiT ^ Anb—logK 


log(l+e)—log(l— 8) 


Ae 


By choosing first e, then 8, and then n, we can make pjn 
arbitrarily small. 

Hence, for given 8, e, and tj, the number of zeros in the circle 
|z|^C 1-f-e is greater than n(l — rj), if n is a sufficiently large 
integer for which (1) is true. 


7.81. It is clear from the above result that the zeros of partial 
sums have at least one limit-point on the circle of convergence. 

We can obtain a little more information by considering the 
sum 


2 J. = _<h 

Z„ On' 


Putting z„ = we have 


2°v'=- r £)' 


(») 


If 6 r > \n+x, or d, < —frn—ot, where a > 0, for every v, the 
left-hand side is less than 


—7i (1 — j/Jsin x 

Tfe 

by the above theorem. This is inconsistent with (1), if »is large 
enough. Hence there must be zeros in any angle including 
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(—iir, |ff). Similarly there must be zeros in any angle greater 
than ir. 

To prove Jentzsch’s theorem we have to replace such an 
angle by an arbitrarily small one. This is done by using a con¬ 
formal transformation which magnifies the effect of the zeros 
in. the immediate neighbourhood of the point considered. 


(1) 


7.82. Tet , . 

^ _ cos A—z z _ w>-f-cosA 

zcosA—1’ l-j-wcosA’ 

where 0 < A < \n, and where /(cosA) ^ 0. This transforms the 
unit circle in the z-plane into the unit circle in the tc-plane. 
The point z— 1 becomes w = 1. The point z — e** becomes 

e 1 *) 


v}~- 


.. p—tA . 




xB 


and similarly z — e~ lA becomes w = «-»(w-A) Thus, if z — re 
w — pe^, the arc —A ^ 6 ^ A of the unit circle is transformed 
into the arc —ff-f-A ^ <f> ^ it— A. 

The zeros z„ of « n (z) are transformed into the zeros w v = p„e'^ 
of the function 

= s n (cos A) cos A s n (cosA)+sin 2 A s^cosA)}-)-... 

= 6 0 +&,u>+. ., 

say; and corresponding to § 7.81 (1) we have 

COB<f>„ 


y = — ncosA — sin 2 ARp" 

ZZ Pv VW K 


(cos A) 
(cosA)J 


( 2 ) 


The last term tends to a limit as n -* oo, since « n (cosA) -*/( cos A), 
which we have supposed is not 0, and s^(cosA) ->/'(cosA). Hence 
as n -> oo 

cos <f> v 


2 


—ncosA. 


Suppose now that the region of the le-plane 

1—e<p<l-f-€, —(ff—A+a) < <f> < ff — A-j-oc, 

where 0<c<l, 0<a<A, is free from zeros. Put 


( 3 ) 


( 4 ) 


V cos </>„ 


Pv 


— 2 -i - 2 + 2 == 2i~t"2*'f' 2 *- (®) 


Since p = 1 corresponds to r — 1, it follows from considerations 
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of continuity that the circles p = 1—e, p = 1-f-e correspond to 
curves (in fact circles) inside and outside r — 1 respectively, 
which can be made as near to it as we please by taking e small 
enough. 

The number of terms in 2 is less than K = K(8,e, A); and 
p v has a positive lower bound, since the zeros of s n (coaX) in 
question tend to zeros of /(cos A). Hence 

1, < K. ( 6 ) 

The number of terms in 2 3 is, by § 7.8, less than qn, where 
tj = rj(n, 8, €, A) tends to 0 as n -> oo through a certain sequence 
of values. Hence 

W + v < 7 > 


In 


2 2 the number of terms exceeds n(l — q)~K, and by 

hypothesis coa<f> v < — cos(A—a) for each term of this sum. 

Hence ,, . „ 

n( l—q)—A 


I 2 <~ 


1+c 


COS(A — a). 


( 8 ) 


From (5), (6), (7), (8) it follows that 


lim - 

n~*oo W 


2 COS 
D. 


< - ' 


COS(A — a) 


cosh 

^ 1+£ 

This contradicts (3) if <x > 0 and e is small enough. There are 
therefore zeros in the region (4), and hence, smce c and a may 
be as small as we please, in any region containing the arc p = 1, 
—7T-fA <(f>< 7r—A. Hence, in the z-plane, there are zeros in 
any region containing the arc r — 1, —A < 8 < A. Finally, since 
A may be as small as we please, it follows that z = 1 is a limit- 
point of zeros Similarly every point on the unit circle is a 
limit-point of zeros. 1 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 
1. If |a,/a, +1 | -*• R, then the radius of convergence of X a «*" 18 

= ( 1+ ^ + °Q) i? 

where c > 1, then 2 a m z “ converges absolutely everywhere on its circle 
of convergence. 

3. If «,/<*„+, -> 1, then g z 

lim = —- 

n— o m z n z 1 

uniformly for |z| > 1+8 > 1. Hence show that all the limit-points of 
the zeros of partial sums are inside or on the unit circle. [S. Izumi (1).] 

*7*0 B 


2. If 


a m+l 
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4. Show that as * -> 1 

and that, as * —► along the radius vector. 


I 2"* ■ - 
»=0 2 q 

6. If a. <—> log n, then, as x -> 1, 






® 11 

2 °. a: ' ~ i ^ lo « i— 
n = 0 


1-x °l-x 
|The right-hand side is ^ (l+^+... + ^)*"]. 
6. If a m 1 /log n, then, as x —*■ 1, 

OO 1 


n-o (l-*)log{l/(l—x)}‘ 

[If denotes a sum over the range ep/'log( 1 jx) < n < e(/>+l)/log(l/x), 

te-" 


then 


2 x* 

, logn 


' log(l/x)log{l/log(l/®)} 
7. Show that if a, > 0, and 

1 


, etc.] 


/(*) = 2 ajc' 


n -0 

«, ~ i w> - 


then 


[We have /,(*) = j/(«) dt = ^ ~ J~- 


Hence 


o »=o 

n 

2 a, 

v+l~ n> 


and the result then follows by partial summation.] 

8. Generally, if a. > 0, and }(x) ~ (1 —ar)-«, where a. > 1, then 

n“ 


• r(d+i)- 

'.-.1*1 - rsb) J (*-<l-TO * - 2“-~ 2 35 • 

q n -0 »”1 

her hand, z 

~ f^ZT) J (*-0«-*(l-<)- a * 


[We have 


and, on the other hand, 


x at ~ 


r(a)(l— x) r(a)(l-*)• 
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Hence 


n 

T—' 

3**1 


n 

'm' 


and the result now follows without difficulty.] 

9. If f(z) is regular in a region including the origin, and /(0) 
then f(z) can be expanded in the form 


1. 


/(*) = (1 + aj2){ 1 + 1 + OjZ 3 )... 

for sufficiently small values of z. 

[Ritt (1): Assuming an expansion of the above form, we write 
f'(z)!f(z) = Cj+CjZ-f..., and determine the numbers a m m succession by 
equating coefficienta in the equation 


c 1 +c t z + ... 


2 
n = 1 


na.z" - 1 
l+a~z’‘ 


If n, — max|a |) | 1 f>', we deduce from the recurrence relation that 
pj < np"„ + |cj Hence /z. is bounded, and the process can be justified.] 

10. Show that the circle of convergence of the above product is the 
same as that of the senes J a„z", but that the power senes for /(z) may 
have a larger circle of convergence. 

11. If each of the senes 


00 00 00 

2 <V". 2 b m z\ £ a,b n z- 

ti=0 n=o n=o 

has a radius of convergence equal to 1, then so have the senes 

2 a,b\z', 2 alb.z\ 

n>=0 n-0 

12. If each of the senes 

/(z) = 2 <v". ?(*) = 2 fe . z "> F ( z ) = 2 a . fe . z " 

n- 0 n -0 n -0 

has a radius of convergence equal to 1, if f(z) is regular on its circle of 
convergence except at z = 1, and b„ > 0 for all values of n, then F(z) 
has a singularity at z — 1. 

[Bohnenblust (1): the senes 

4>( z ) = 2 

n = o 

has the radius of convergence 1, and so by § 7.21 has a singularity at 
z = 1. By Hadamard’s multiphcation theorem (§ 4.6) the singularities 
of <f>(z ) are products of those of F(z) and of 

/(*) = 2 <*.**• 

»“ 0 

Thus 1 = aft, where a is a singularity of F(e), fl of /(z); and fi must be 
1. Hence a ■= 1.] 
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13. If f(s) = 2 <V" is regular on its circle of convergence except at 
Zo, then every series which consists of a selection of terms from 2 a,*", 
and which has the same radius of convergence, has a singularity at z 0 . 


14. Show that the theorem of § 7.21 is still true if the coefficients a„ 
are complex, provided that |arga„| < a < Jit for all values of n. 

[We have |a„| < sec a Ra,.J 


15. The function 



«=i 


is continuous in and on the unit circle, but every point of the circle is 
a singularity. 

16. If /(z) is bounded in the unit circle, then 2 l a »| 2 18 convergent. 
[See § 2.5.] 


The following examples arc on the border-line, between theory of power 
series and theory of real functions It seems most convenient to insert 
them here, but some of them assume the theory of mean convergence given 
m § 12.5. 


17. If 2 l a «l 2 i® convergent, then 

2w 

~ J |/(re'«)—/(rV»)p d6 = Jja.IV'-r'") 2 

o 

Hence, show that, as r -> l,/(re ( ®) converges in mean to a limit-function 
F(B) of the class L*(0, 2n). 

18. If f(z) — u+iv, F(8) — C7-fiF in the previous example, show 
that Poisson’s formulae 


Sir 

U{r ’ e) = hj l-2rcosJ-^) + r=^ > ^’ 

o 

aw 

i a\ 1 f 2rsin(0—<£) . , 

V{T ’ ^ 2ttJ 'l-2rcos(0->)+r* 


hold for r < 1. 


19. Show that, in the above examples, u(r, 6) -> U(B) as r -» 1 for 
every value of 6 for which |C7{0)| is the derivative of its indefinite 
integral. Deduce that/(re 1 ®) -*■ F(B) as r —1 for almost all values of 6. 

[The analysis is similar to that of § 13.34.] 

20. Show that a bounded analytic function tends to a limit radially at 
almost all points of its circle of convergence. 

21. If U(8) > 0 for all values of B, then u(r, 6) > 0 for all values of 
r and B. 
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22. If /{*) ia regular and bounded for |z| < I, and J(z) -*■ 0 as r -► I 
throughout an interval of values of 6, then /(z) is identically zero. 

[If 0 < 6 < 2m/p is part of the interval, consider the function 

g(z) '=f(z)f{ze*”t>)...f{ze*>- l *"lr).-) 

23. More generally, if/(z) is bounded and tends to zero radially for 
values of 0 in a set of positive measure, then/(z) is identically zero. 

[See Bieberbach, ii, p. 156. Let E be the set where/(z) -> 0, and let 
tn(E) = p > 0. Let Uj(&) = A/ft in E, and = —A/(2rr—/ a) in CE. Let 
g(z) be the corresponding analytic function defined by the formulae of 
ex. 18. Then g( 0) = 0. Let h(z) = so that h( 0) = 1. Then 

1(0) =/(0)A(0) - J- f J(z)h(z) - = -L f f(z)h{z) 

2m J z 2mJ CE z 

l*l=i 

|/( 0 )| < 

Since A may be as large as we please, /(0) = 0. Applying the same 
argument to /(z)/z, f'(0) = 0, etc.] 

24. If U(6) is any function integrable in the Lebesgue sense, and 

2?r 

/(*) = f 1 tf?:* mt) <14, ( \z\ < i), 

£ir J 1 -ze*4> 

o 

then f(z) tends to a limit, as r —► 1 for almost all values of 0. 

[Plesaner (1): We may suppose without loss of generality that 
U(4>) > 0. Then R{/(z)} > 0. Hence the function 1 /{1 +/(?)} is bounded 
m the unit circle, and so tends to a limit for almost all values of 0. This 
limit is different from zero almost everywhere.] 
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INTEGRAL FUNCTIONS 


8.1. Factorization of integral functions. An integral 
function is an analytic function which has no singularities 
except at infinity. The simplest such functions are polynomials. 
A polynomial/(s) which has zeros at the points z t , z 2 ,..., z n can 
be factorized in the form 




The zeros of integral functions in general are equally im¬ 
portant. An integral function which is not a polynomial may 
have an infinity of zeros z n ; and the product 


nR) 

taken over these zeros may be divergent. So we cannot always 
factorize an integral function in the same way as a polynomial, 
and we have to consider less simple factors than 1—z/z n . 

The expressions 

E{u,0) = 1— u, E(u,p) = (1—w)e“ + ^ *” + p (p — 1,2,...), 
are called primary factors. Each primary factor vanishes when 
u — 1; but the behaviour of E(u,p) as u -> 0 depends on p. 
For |«| <1, 


log E(u, p) = 


UP + 1 
P +1 


Hence, if k > 1, and \u\ ^ 1/k, 

\log E(u,p)\ < | M jP+l4-| tt |P+2_|_... 


R 2 

p+2 


It is this inequality which determines the convergence of a pro¬ 
duct of primary factors. 

8.11. The theorem of Weierstrass. If f{z) is an integral 
function, what can we say about its zeros ? 

Since/(z) is analytic except at infinity, the zeros can have no 
limit-point except at infinity. In general, this is all that we can 
say. This follows from the following theorem of Weierstrass. 

Given any sequence of numbers z v z 2 ,.,. whose sole limiting-point 
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is at infinity, there is an integral function urith zeros at these points, 
and these points only. 

We may suppose the zeros arranged so that \z x \ < \z 2 \ <.... 
Let |z n j = r n , and let p v p 2 ,.. be a sequence of positive integers 
such that the series 


m p - 


is convergent for all values of r. It is alwayB possible to find 
such a sequence, for r n -> oo, since otherwise the zeros would 
have a limiting-point other than infinity; and we may take 
Pn ~ M> since , -, n y 

•for r n > 2 r, and the series is therefore convergent. 


Let /( ^ rH-M* 

n -1 "• 

This function has the required property, for, if jzj 


( 1 ) 


2|z| 


( 2 ) 


hence the series 2 log L' (—, p n — 11 

|s„|>2R '' Z '* ’ 

is uniformly convergent for |z| < R, and hence* so is the product 

n 

l=.l>2R v " 1 

Hence f(z) is regular for |z| ^ R, and its only zeros in this region 
are those of , , 

11 * (f-r.- 1 • 

i.e. the points Zj, z 2 , .. Since R may be as large as we please, 
this proves the theorem. 

The function f(z) is, of course, not uniquely determined by 
the zeros, since we have a wide choice of the numbers p n . 

8.12. It is possible to factorize any given integral function 
in the following way. 

If f(z) is an integral function , and, /(0) ^ 0, then 
/( 2 )=/(0)P(z)e**> 

* Seo’S 1.43, end. 
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where P(z) is a product of primary factors, and y(z) is an integral 
function. 

We form P(z) as in the above theorem from the zeros of 


/(*). Let 


4>(z) 


P\z) 


m p(z) • 

Then f>[z) is an integral function, since the poles of one term 
are cancelled by those of the other. Hence also 


g(z) = j 4>{t) dt = log/(z)-log/(0)—log P(z) 
o 

is an integral function, and the result stated follows on taking 
exponentials. 

If f(z) has a zero of order p at z = 0, a factor z v has to be 
inserted. 

This factorization is not unique. 

8.2. Functions of finite order. The general factorization 
theorem is not precise enough to be of much use; in general the 
numbers p n increase indefinitely with n, and we can say little 
about the function g(z). There is, however, one case m which 
we can put the theorem into a perfectly definite form, that of 
functions of finite order. 

An integral function f(z) is said to be of finite order if there 
is a positive number A such that, as |z| = r -»• oo, 

/(z) = 0(0- 

The lower bound p of numbers A for which this is true is called 
the order of the function. Thus, if f(z) is of order p, 


f(z) = 0(e* + ') 

for every positive value of e, but not for any negative value. 
In this, and similar statements throughout the chapter, e is 
thought of as taking arbitrarily small values, and the constant 
implied in the 0 depends in general on e. If it were independent 
of e, we could replace e by 0 in the formula. 

Functions of finite order are, after polynomials, the simplest 
integral functions. A polynomial is of order zero; some of the 
properties of functions of small order are similar to those of 
polynomials. 

Many fa mili ar functions are easily seen to be of finite order; 
e* is of order 1; so are sinz and cosz; cos Vz is an integral function 



FACTORIZATION 248 

of order \; e-‘ is an integral function of order k, if k is a positive 
integer (if k is not an integer, it is not an integral function). 
The function e*' is of infinite order. 

In what follows we shall suppose generally that /(0) is not 0. 
This simplifies the analysis a little, and division by a factor z k 
does not affect the order. 

8.21. The function n(r). Let n(r) denote the number of 
zeros Zj, of an integral function f(z) for which |zj < r. 
Then n(r) is a non-decreasing function of r which is constant 
in intervals, it is zero for r< |z x |, if /(0) is not zero. 

This function is, as we have seen in § 3 61, connected with 
f(z) by means of Jensen’s formula. In fact 

r 2 tt 

J dx = ~ j logl/(re' e )| d6 -log|/(0)|. (1) 

O 0 

«/(*) is an integral function, this holds for all values of r 
Iff(z) is of order p, then n(r) — 0(rf* c ) For 
log I f(re‘ e )\<KrP^, 

K depending on .e. only. Hence, by (1), 

2 r 

J dx < Kr *+*. (2) 

o 

But, since n(r) is non-decreasing, 

J ”^ dx n(r) J — = 7i(r)log 2. 

r r 

2 r 

Hence n(r) < * f n ^ dx < Krf +f 

v ' ^ log 2 J a; 

o 

by (2). 

We may thus say, roughly, that the higher the order of a 
function is, the more zeros it may have in a given region. 

8.22. If r x , r 2 , .. are the moduli of the zeros of f(z), then the 
series J r~ a is convergent if a > p. 

Let /3 be a number between a and p. Then n(r) < Ar$. 
Putting r = r n , this gives 

n < Ar%. 
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Hence r~* < An-"IP, 

and the result follows. 

The lower bound of positive numbers a for which J r~ a is 
convergent is called the exponent of convergence of the zeros, and 
is denoted by p v What we have just proved is that p x ^ p. We 
may have p x < p; for example, if f(z) = e*, p — 1; but there are 
no zeros, so that p x = 0. 

Notice that Pi — 0 for any function with a finite number of 
zeros; thus p x > 0 implies that there are an infinity of zeros. 

8.23. Canonical products. An important consequence of 
the above theorem is that, if f(z) is of finite order, then there 
is an integer p, mdependent of n, such that the product 

<» 

«=i v « 7 

is convergent for all values of z ; for by 8 11 (1), with p n — p +1, 
this product is convergent if 

2GT 

is convergent;* and this is true for all values of r if p-\- 1 > p x , 
and so it is certainly true if p-\- 1 > p. 

If p is the smallest integer for which (2) is convergent, tho 
product (1) is called the canonical product formed with the zeros 
of f(z); and p is called its genus. 

If p x is not an integer, then p = [p x J; if p x is an integer, p — p x 
if Jr/ is divergent, while p = p x —1 if it is convergent. In 

any case „ - ^ 

J P<fh<P- 

8.24. Hadamard’s factorization theorem. If f(z) is an 
integral function of order p, with zeros z v z 2> ... (/(0) ^ 0), then 

f(z) = eWP(z), 

where P(z) is the canonical product formed with the zeros of f(z), 
and Q(z) is a polynomial of degree not greater than p. 

We can now take the P(z) of § 8.12 to be the canonical pro¬ 
duct. It follows from the factorization theorem of §8.12 that 
there is an expression for/(z) in the above form, in which Q(z) 
is an integral function. What we have to prove is that in this 
case Q(z) is a polynomial. 

* Compare § 1.43, ex. (vii). 
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Let v = [/>], so that p < v. Taking logarithms and differen¬ 
tiating 1 times, we obtain 


/ —Y (-0?)] = qo-+i)(z) _ v! V —— 

Wl/(*)i Z (z „_ 2 r + 1- 


To prove that Q(z) is a polynomial of degree v at most, we have 
to prove that Q^ il} (z) = 0. 


Let 


—siK'-r 


Since |1— 2 /z„| ^ 1 for |z| = 2if, \z„\ z'1 if, we have 
l<7ft(2)I<l/(2)//(0)| = O(e(2«>" + ') 


( 1 ) 


for \z\ — 2R. Since g R (z) is an integral function, this holds for 
|z| < 2if also 

Let h R (z) = log g R (z), the logarithm being determined so that 
h R ( 0) = 0. Then h R (z) is regular for b| < if, and, by (i), 


R{Ajj(2)} < K Rr 


Hence, by § 5.51, 


for \z\ = r < if; and for \z\ — \R this gives 

z) = 0 (Rp +( ~ v ~ 1 ). 


( 2 ) 


(3) 


Hence Q (v+1) (z) A^ +,) (2)+«'! T 

= 0(Br**-*~')+0( V IShI-'' 1 ) 


for |z| — \R, and so also for \z\ < iff. The first term on the 
right tends toOasff->ooifeis small enough, since v-f-1 > p; 
and the second term tends to 0 since 2 is convergent. 

Since the left-hand side is independent of if it must be zero, 
and the theorem follows. * 


8.25. The order of a canonical product is equal to the exponent 
of convergence of its zeros. 

We know that, for any function, p 1 < p. Hence we have to 
prove that, for a canonical product P(z), p < p x . Let r lt r 2> ... 


* Hadamard (2). This proof is due to Landau (5). For an alternative proof 
see § 8.72. 
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be ihe moduli of the zeros, and k a constant greater than unity. 

Let 

iogiP(z)i= y iogj£/-,p)|+ y logU/^-,?) =z,+22- 

rXir I /I rt~ir I '*» 71 

In 2* we use the inequality 8.11 (2), and obtain 



If p = Pi~ 1, this is 0(r p+1 ) = 0(r p '). Otherwise p 1 + e < p+l 
if c is small enough, and then 

r p +1 y r ~p-i — r p+i y r p l +c-p~i r -p,-e 

r n >1cT r„>1cT 

< r*’ +1 (ib-y , ‘+ t -* > - 1 2 — 0(rP‘+ f ). 

Again in y we have terms involving E(u,p), w'here |w| ^ m 
so that 

\og\E(u,p)\ <log(l + |«|)+|«|+ .+ < K\u\p, 

where K depends on k only Hence 

I, < Olr p J r-A=:OtrP £ ;/>■-*) 

— 0{rP(kr)f>‘+ ( -P y r-P*- c } = 0(rP‘ +f ) 

Hence log [^(c) | < 0(rP‘ +e ), 

and the result follows. 

8.26. If p is not an integer, p 1 — p 

We have in any case p 1 eC p. Suppose that pj < p. Then P(z) 
is of order p v i e of order less than p Also, if Q(z) is of degree 
q, e QM is of order q; and q^p, and in this case q < p, since q is 
an integer and p is not Hence f(z) is the product of two func¬ 
tions, each of order less than p. Hence/(z) is of order less than 
p, which gives a contradiction. Hence p x — p. 

In particular, a function of non-integral order must have an 
infinity of zeros. In fact, if the order is not an integer, tho 
function is dominated by the canonical product P(z); whereas, 
if the order is an integer, P(z) may reduce to a polynomial or 
a constant, and the order then depends entirely on the factor e°< e> . 

In any case, since P(z) is of order p v and e Qie) of order q, 

we have . 

p = max(g,pj). 
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8.27. Genus. The genus of the integral function/(z) is the 
greater of the two integers p and q, and is therefore an integer. 

Since p^p and q^p, the genus does not exceed the order. 
The actual determination of the genus of a given function is 
sometimes not easy. 

Example. Prove that the genus is not less than p— 1. 

8.3. The coefficients in the expansion of a function of 
finite order. A necessary and sufficient condition that 


f( z ) = I a n z n 


n -o 


(i) 


should be an integral function of finite order p is that 
hm = I 

„-.oo nlogn p' 

The argument depends on the fact that £ l a n 2 ”l does not 
differ very much from its greatest term, and that \f(z)\ lies 
between the two. This is further illustrated by the example 
which follows. 

(i) Let lim —^ ^ = p, 

— nlogn 

where p is 0, positive, or infinite. Then, for every positive c, 
log(l/l a nl) >0*—e)»:logn (n > n 0 ), 

ie. |a n | <n-"<M- t >. 

If p > 0, it follows that (1) converges for all values of z, so that 
f(z ) is an integral function. Also, if p is finite, 

l/( z )l < -dr n, + ^ r n n~ n( i l - f) (r > 1). 

n=n,+i 


i_ 

—€ . 


Let denote the part of the last series for which n ^ (2r)M 
^ the remainder. Then in 2, 

r n < exp{(2r)s-<logr}, 

so that 

_i_ _1_ 

2 <exp{(2r)M- f log r} «-"(/*-«)< K exp{(2r)Jogr). 

In ]£ 2> rn~ ( **~ c) < so that 

1 

Hence |/(z)| < K exp{(2r)s-*logr}, 

i.e. p < e). Making €-+■(), p^ljp. In the case p — oo, 
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the argument, with an arbitrarily large number instead of p, 

shows that p — 0. 


On the other hand, given e, there is a sequence of values of 
» for which 

JoglVKl) < (f4+e)nlogm, 


i.e. 


|<*J > n -»0*+*), 


i.e. |a n |r n >{m-^+ t) } n . 

Taking r = (2«)**+*, this gives 

Kl r " > 2<» i + £ ) n = exp^( / Lt-)-e)log2.r/ i + ,f ]. 

Since by Cauchy’s inequality M(r) > \a n \r n , it follows that, for 
a sequence of values of r tending to infinity, 

M(r) > exp{^4r 1 /(/ i +*>}. 

Hence p > l/(/*+«), and, making € 0, p > \/p If p = 0, the 

argument shows that /( z) is of infinite order. 

(ii) Let f(z) be a function of finite order p. Then a n -> 0, so 
that p, defined as before, is not negative. The argument then 
shows that p. = l/p. 
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8.4. Examples, (i) Prove that the order of the function 


n=0 

is 1 /at. 

[We may use the above theorem, or proceed more directly as follows. 
Suppose z real and positive. The terms of the series increase until » is 
approximately s' 1 ’, and then decrease. Hence, if z — n“, we get a 
maximum term 


71 ”“ e*“ e 

(«')“ (n« 4 n 2^TT^ "'“(^IT*)" 2*( 2*7r)“ 

Since |/(z)| is greater than this term, its order is at least 1/a. 
On the other hand, |/(z)[ < /(|z|), and if z is real 


00 

/•(-i = V 2 " t V 2 * 

J A (n')« ‘ r Z/ (n')« 
iV + 1 


n-0 

A' 


2 WY + 2 {{N- 


(n<) 

n-o 

< Az» 4- 


■V + i 
2^ + 1 

p+i)'Hf-l/w«)’ 


provided that A’“ > z Taking N — [(2z)'/“], we obtain 
/(z) = O(z-v) = = 0(e‘ ll ‘ u ), 


so that the order does not exceed I/a. Hence p = 1/a (See Hardy’s 
Orders of Infinity, ed. 1, p. 65.)] 

(u) Discuss in a similar way the function 


CO 



n = l 

(in) If A ^ 0, and p(z) is a polynomial, e Al — p(z) has an infinity of 
zeros 

[If not, e Af — p(z) = e a,+i 'P(z), where P(z) is a polynomial. By com¬ 
paring rates of increase in various directions we find that a — A, then 
e Az = rational fimction ] 

(iv) If /(z) is of order p, and g(z) of order p < p, and the zeros of 
g(z) are all zeros of f(z), then f(z)/g(z) is of order p at most. 

[For /(z) = P l (z)e <> i , ",g(z) = P,(z)e«i , * ) , and PJP t is either the canomcal 
product formed with the zeros of fjft, or this product multiphed by an 
exponential factor of order not exceeding p. Hence the order of PJP t 
does not exceed p.] 

(v) cos z and smz are of order 1; the product formulae (§ 3.28) are 
cases of Hadamard’s theorem. 

(vi) l/r(z) is of order 1; deduce the product formula ($4.41) from 
Hadamard’s theorem. 



v 

integral functions 

I With the notation of § 4.41,/(l—*) = — 2t7r/r(z), and 

/(*) = o|e«l*l^l+ J (We-‘dij| = 0{e*W(|*| + l)W+»}. 

(vii) f(«) = J«(«— l)ir _, *r(J»){(«) is an integral function with p = 1, 

Pi - I- 

[To prove that p < 1, use § 4.43 (3) and ex. (iv); and p > 1 since 
log£(«) ~ 2-, log £(*) ~ log « as s —* oo by real values. Next the 
functional equation gives ((a) = (f( 1 —a). Hence S(z) = £( J-f iz) is even, 
and e.( Vs) is an integral function of order J, and so has convergence- 
exponent J.] 

(viii) z~ v J„(z) is an integral function with p = 1, p\ = 1. Verify the 
result of $ 8.3 in this case. [See p. 00, ex. 5 ] 

00 

(ix) F a (z) = J e~'“coszt dl (<x > 1) is of order a.j(<x — 1). 

o 

[Either directly from the integral, or from the power-series.] 

(x) ^(z) = — i 2 (— 1 )* 5 <"+h , e(** +, i < * > where lol < 1, is an integral 

n-oo 

function with p = 2, p x = 2. 

[If A = (2|*| + log2)/log|l/g| —i, 

#i(*) <22 | 9 |r-+l)* e («.+i)|.| + 2 2 (J)*^ = 0(«<«+‘»W) = O(e'W). 
ns;A n>A 

&i(z) has simple zeros at z = mir-\-mrr, where m and n run through all 

integers (see eg. Whittaker and Watson, Modem Analysis, §21 12) 
Hence p, = 2.] 

(xi) # x (z) is an integral function of sinz of order 0. 

[If 2smz = w, #,(z) = g(w), then 


9M = 2 7 ( " +,), {wi*" +1 -(2n-i-l)w»"-> + .. ) 
n-0 

= °{ n 2 o l?l < " f * ) '(|« , ! + l) , " +I } = 0{e*^M*l+i>}. 

It was proved by P61ya (2) that if g and A are integral functions, and 
p{A(z)} of finite order, then either A-is a polynomial and g of finite order, 
or A is not a polynomial but of finite order, and g of zero order.] 


/(«) - 



(xn) If 


( r » > 0 ) 
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is of order p, 0 < p < 1, then for p < a < 1 


f lQ g/<*> Ar V 1 f log|/( — *)\ . n V I 

J a^ +1 rj’ J x° +l <j tan ira rj’ 

ft 1 A 1 


[ 


We have 


f lo 8( 1 + 
J ^ +I 


+^ dx = ^JL 


r tog 11—^ i ^ = _ z. 

J x° +l a tan wo 


■] 


8.5. The derived function. Many of the properties of the 
derived function of an integral function are the same as those 
of the primitive function. The following theorems are examples 
of this. 


8.51. The derived function f'(z) is of the same order as f(z). 

Let M'(r) — max|/'(z)| Then 

Itl r 




( 1 ) 


e 

For /(z) = J /'(<) dt +/(0), 

0 

the integral being taken along the straight line. Hence 
Jtf(r)<rJW'(r)+!/(0)|. 


On the other hand, 

:nz) =L 


where C is the circle \w—z\~R—r (|z! = r<i?): Hence, 
choosing z so that \f'(z) \ = M'(r), we have 

M(R) 


M’(r) ^ 


R- 


The result stated now follows on taking, say, R = 2r in (1). 

8.52. The well-known theorem, that if /(z) is a polynomial 
with all its roots real, then f'(z) has the same property, can be 


* Pilya (2). 
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extended to a certain class of integral functions. The result is 

expressed by the following theorem of Laguerre: 

If f(z) is an integral function, real for real z, of order less than 2, 
with real zeros, then the zeros of f'(z) are also all real, and are 
separated from each other by the zeros of f(z). 


We hare 


f(z) — czH™ 



Z 


where k is zero or a positive integer, and c, a, and z v z 2 , .. are 
all real. Taking logarithms and differentiating, 






Hence, if z = x+iy. 



(x-z n )Hy 2 


which is zero if y — 0 only. Hence f'(z) cannot be zero except 
on the real axis. 


Again, 


d ff{z)\ _ _ k y_I 

dz\f(z)j- “ " 


Z-(z-zJ 2 ’ 

which is real and negative if z is real. Hence f'(z)jf(z) decreases 
steadily as z increases through real values from z n to z JI _ lV and 
so it cannot vanish more than once between z„ and z n+1 . Clearly 
it changes sign, and so vanishes just once in this interval This 
proves the theorem. 

It is clear from the above result that, if the zeros of f'(z) are 
z'j, z 2 ,..., then the series 

1 


2 


Ziizr«’ 


converge or diverge together. Hence the zeros of f'(z) have the 
same exponent of convergence as those of /(z). It may be shown 
further that f(z) and f'(z) have the same genus, but this is not 
quite so easy to prove (see ex. 16 at the end of the chapter). 

Since/'(z) is of the same order as f(z), and has real zeros only, 
the theorem may now be applied to it, and we see that /'(z) 
has real zeros only; and so for/ w (z), etc. 

The proof also applies to a function f(z) of order 2, but of 
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genua 1. In this case, however, we cannot extend the result to 
f (without considering the problem of the genus of /'(z). 

It is easily seen by means of examples that the theorem is 
not true for functions of genus 2. For example, in the case 

f(z) = ze**, f( z ) = (3z*+l&, 
the zeros off' ( 2 ) are complex, and in the case 

f(z) = (z 2 -4)e***, f'(z) = §z(z 2 - l)e***, 

the zeros of /'(z) are real, but are not separated by those of /(z). 
Example. The differential equation 

y < ^ = —smH 
(Ur 

has no real solution, other than y — + sin t, which is an integral func¬ 
tion of finite order. 

[Suppose that y is a function of finite order p. Then 

y = e<>wP(t), 

where P(f) is a canonical product, and Q(t) a polynomial of degree not 
greater than p. Since the zeros of P(t) are zeros of sin*l, P(t) is of order 1 
at most 

Now § = e^{P'(t)+Pm’(t)}, 

at 

S - e««{P'(f) + 2P'(t)Q'(t) + P(t)Q'\t) + P(0<3'(<)} = * cu> /«. 

j at* 

where/(f) is of order 1 at most. Hence 

J(t) = ef^PJt), 

where P 1 (f) is a canonical product. Hence 

e *«n )'«i*p(()P J (t) = - sm 2 f, 
le. e i««]+-+*p( t ) _ -sinV/Pjlf) 

is of order 1 at most (§ 8.4, ex. (iv)). Hence P\t) is of order 1 and Q{t) 
is linear. 

Hence y is a function of order 1. 

We can now use Laguerre’s theorem, y is a function of order 1 with 

real zeros. The zeros of are separated by those of y, so that, as y has 
at 

no triple zeros, all the zeros of — are simple. So all the zeros of are 

simple. Hence y has zeros at all the zeros of sin t. Suppose y has a double 

zero at t = kir. Then ~ has a zero between (k— l)n Mid kir, a zero at 
dt 

kir, and a zero between kn and (k + l)w. Hence has two zeros between 
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(f— l)w and (k -f 1 )n, which is impossible. Hence y has all the zeros of sin t 

just once. Hence . . . 

y = e 0 *™ tint. 

Inserting this in the differential equation, we obtain 
(a: 1 —l)sin< + 2a cost = —e~ t0u ~ w 8uxt. 

Since the left-hand side is bounded for real t, so is the right-hand side, 
and hence a = 0 Then /? = 0 or jri.] 

8.6. Functions with real zeros only. A number of im¬ 
portant functions have no complex zeros; for example, all the 
zeros of l/r(z) are real. On the other hand it is sometimes very 
difficult to decide whether the zeros are real or not; for example, 
it was conjectured by Riemann, in 1859, that all the zeros of 
the function £(z) of § 8.45 are real, but this has never been 
proved. 


8.61. The theorems of Laguerre. In some cases the ques¬ 
tion can be decided by the foliowmg theorems of Laguerre.* 

Let f(z) be a polynomial, 

f(z) = a 9 +a 1 z+...+a J ^>, 

all of whose zeros are real-, and let <f>(w) be an integral function of 
genus 0 or 1, which is real for real w, and all the zeros of which 
are real and negative. Then the polynomial 


</(2) = a 0 ^(°)+«i^( 1 )2+- + a P <f>(p)~ p 
has all its zeros real, and as many positive, zero and negative zeros 
asf(z). 


Let 


<[>(w) — oe fcu ’ ^1 + —je 


where oq, > 0 for all values of n. Consider the function 


f/i(z) =/(*) +-/'(*) 

“l 

2^”®! /£ 

= Tr{ z “‘/( z )} ( z > 0) 

CKj (tZ 

= + — ^ 2 +."+ a p|l + 

Obviously g x {z) has as many zeros at z = 0 as /(z); and the 
second expression for it shows, by Rolle’s theorem, that it has 


* C Euvre *, t. I, p. 200. 
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the same number of positive zeros as f{z). Similarly it has the 
same number of negative zeros. 

By repeating the argument, we can obtain the same result 
for the function 

9n(z) = « 0 +°l M 1)«+ •••- +a p <f>n(P) zP , 
where <f> n (w) = ^1 + ..^1 

n 

Next, the transformation z = e k «z', where k n = k— l/<v 
shows that the same result holds for 1 


G n ( z ) = O 0 <I) n(0)+ai < l ) n( 1 ) z +- +a p ®n(P) zP , 


where — ae kw 


0K)< 


: ae k ' v: 4>Jw). 


Finally, d>„(u>) -> <f>(w) uniformly in any finite region. Hence 
G n {z) -> 7 ( 2 ) uniformly m any finite region; by Hurwitz’s 
theorem (§ 3 45) the zeros of g{z) are the limits of the zeros of 
G„(z); it is clear that 57 ( 2 ) has the same number of zeros at 
2 — 0 as /(z); and this completes the proof. 

8.62. Suppose that if>(w) satisfies the conditions of the previous 
theorem, and that f(z) is an integral function of the form 


m 


e “* i nK)’ 


the numbers a and z n being all positive. Let 

/(z) = 2 a„z n . 

n =0 

Then g{z) = 2 a A( n ) zn 

n=0 

is an integral function, all of whose zeros are real and negative. 

In the first place, g(z) is an integral function; for, since 
(1 +x)e- z ^ 1 for * ^ 0 , 

\<f>(n)\ ^ |o|e*», 

and so the series for g(z) is everywhere convergent. 

p 


w=“( i+ f)’nK) 


n-o 


.p 2 " 


Let 



270 INTEGRAL FUNCTIONS 

All the zeros of this are real and negative, and hence, by the 

previous theorem, so are the zeros of 


9p(*) = l a n.p<f>(n)z n - 

71 = 0 

Finally, g p (z) -> g(z) uniformly in any finite region. In fact it 
is clear from the expression 


(i+f )’-.+«+(■-£) 


ah 2 a p zP 

+ p v 


that a„ v -> a n as p -> oo for every fixed n, while |o n>p | < a n for 
all values of n and p. Hence, if N < 2 p, 


2 ( a n- a n,p)z n \ + \ 2 a n z " j + j f a n,p zn 




n-1 

N 


'N +1 


A+l 


2 («n-® n ,p)z n +2 J |a„2 n |. 


n=l 


A' + l 


We can now choose N so large that the second term is less than 
any given e, and then, having fixed N, the first term tends 
to zero. Hence g p (z) -*g(z). 

As in the previous proof, the result now follows from Hur- 
witz’s theorem. 


8.63. The simplest case is that of the function /(z) — e®. 
From this we deduce that if <f>{w) satisfies the conditions of the 
previous theorems, then 

F(z)=f^z" 

n\ 

n=0 

is an integral function, and all of its zeros are real and negative. 
Examples. (i) Let 

<f>(w) = i/r(w+v+i) (v > — i). 

This is an integral function of genus 1, with zeros at w = —v— 1, 
—v—2,.... These are all real and negative, and hence the zeros of 


2 


_z* 

n! r(n-)-v-M) 


J K (2tVz) 

(Wz)' 


are all real and negative. Hence the zeros of J„(z) are all real, 
(ii) The function* 


w = J 


e't'coBzt dt 


* P61ya (1). 
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has no zeros if a = 2, and an infinity of real zeros, but no complex 
zeros, if a = 4, 6, 8 ,... . 

[We have, by § 8.47, 

. rr n+l ) 

n^o 

If a — 2, we have, as in § 8.47, 

F t (z) •= iVrre-'* 1 . 

which has no zeros. 

If a = 2k, where k is a positive integer, let 

4>(w) = r{(2w+ l)/2/k}r<u.+ 1 )/T( 2 ie+ 1 ). 

Then <f>(w) is an integral function satisfying the conditions of Laguerre’s 
theorems of § 8.6. Hence the zeros of 


*" = 2 kF u (i<z) 

n=o 

are all real and negative, so that the zeros of F u (z) are all real Also 
(§ 8 47) p — 2k/2k— 1, so that 1 < p < 2, and there must be an infinity 
of zeros. 

If a is not an even integer, it can be proved that there are an infinity 
of complex zeros, and a finite number of real zeros.) 


8.64. Functions with real negative zeros. If all the zeros 
of a function are real and negative, the modulus of the function 
is related to the distribution of its zeros in a specially simple way 
Suppose that f(z) is such a function, and that its order p is 
less than 1. Then « 

Hence, if z is real. 


= VnT 2 - d A- = z ?n(t)dt 

J <(z+<) J t(z+t) 

where 7i(<) has its usual meaning. 

Suppose now that as t -+ oo, n(t) ~ A tP. Then 
log /(x) ~ 7rA cosec np xP. 
For we have (A— t)tP < n(t) < (A+e)(P 


* The reador should justify this step, which is a simple example of partial 
summation. 


s 
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for t > f 0 (e). Hence 




i* 

j 


n(t)—(\+e)P 
t(x-\-t) 


dt -\-x 


OQ 

f (A+c 

J <(*+ 


)» 

t(x+t) 


dt. 


The first term is plainly 0(1), and, putting t = xu in the second 
integral, we obtain 

QO 

, , f UP- 1 du , , 

a:P(A+e) — a;P(A+e)7rcosee7v-/) 

J l+“ 

o 

by § 3.123. A similar result holds with A—e, and the theorem 
follows. 

More generally, * 

log f(re 10 ) ~ e x f£-n\ cosec irp rP 

for any fixed 6 in (—ir,n), log f(z) denoting the branch winch is 
real on the positive real axis. 

In fact the above expression for log/(z) as an integral, obtained 
for real z, holds by analytic continuation for — rr < argz < rr 
Hence we obtain as before 

log/K»)~re'» J 
0 

Turning the line of integration to t — ue 10 , we obtain 


A reP 10 f uf ‘d' u \ r p e pi6 n C08ec 
J u(r+u) 

0 

as before. 

It is also possible to prove theorems of the converse type, 
viz. to deduce the asymptotic behaviour of n(r) from that of 
log|/(z)|. The most interesting is that if, as x-*oo by real 
values, log f(x)~rrX cosec up xP, then n(r) ~ XrP. This theoremf 
is closely connected with the Tauberian results of §§ 7.41-7.44, 
but the proof is too complicated to give here. 

* F61ya and Szego, Aufgaben, IV Abgchn., no. 01. 

| See Valiron (1), Titchmarsfa (5), (0). 



THE MINIMUM MODULUS 273 

8.7. The minimum modulus. Let m(r) denote the mini¬ 
mum of |/(z)| on the circle |z| = r. 

The function m(r) cannot be expected to behave in as simple 
a way as M(r), since it vanishes whenever r is the modulus of 
a zero of f(z). But we shall see that, if we exclude the immediate 
neighbourhood of these exceptional points, we can set a lower 
limit to m(r); and, in general, m(r) tends to zero in somewhat 
the same way as l/M(r). 

8.71. Consider first a canonical product P(z) of order p, with 
zeros z v z 2 ,. ., z„„ .. 

If about each zero z n (\z u \ > 1) we describe a circle of radius 
\z n \~ h , where h> p, then in the region excluded from these circles 

|P(z)|>e-^* (r>r,(*)). 

Following the method of § 8 25, it is clear that 


log|P(z)| > 2 lo £ 

r.<*r 





r.Kkr 


_.i.i_0(rP+ £ ). 

*»l 

Since J r~ h is convergent, the sum of the radii of the circles 
is finite, and so there are circles with centre the origin and 
arbitrarily large radius which he entirely in the excluded region. 
Now if z lies outside every circle |z— z n \ = r~ h , and r n < hr, 


2 ,og 1 
r„ s, kr 


1-1 


>r, 


-1 -A 


(hr) 


-l-h 


Hence 


2 log 
1 <r,<kr 



> — (l-f-A)logiT.n(&r) 


> —K log kr.rP+ e > —rf>+ 2( . 


Finally 



*■,^1 


and the result follows 



(r > 2), 


8.711. If f(z) is a function of order p, then 
m{r) > e _rP+ * 

on circles of arbitrarily large radius. 

For f(z) — P(z)e 0(t) ) 
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where Q(z) is a polynomial of degree q < p; hence 

\e9&\ > e~ Ar * > e~ ArP , 

for sufficiently large values of r ; and by the previous result 
|P(z)| 

on circles of arbitrarily large radius. Hence the result. 

8.72. Another proof of Hadamard's factorization 
theorem. The theorem of § 8.71 leads to an alternative proof 
of Hadamard’s factorization theorem. Let 

f(z) = P(z)e QW 

where P(z) is the canonical product formed with the zeros of 
/(z). Then Q(z) is an integral function. Let p be the order of 
/(z), pj the exponent of convergence. Then P(z) is of order p,, 
and p x ^ p. Hence 

|P(z)|>e- rP, ‘*>e- p ' >, ‘ 
on circles of arbitrarily large radius Also 

f(z) = 0(e'*")■ 

Hence R{Q( 2 )} = log {}*[ — log {0(e rf ')} < KrP 1 * 

i\ z ) 

on circles of arbitrarily large radius. Hence, by the theorem of 
§ 2.54, Q(z) is a polynomial of degree < p. 


8.73. In special cases it is possible to prove much more pre¬ 
cise results than the theorem of § 8.711. 

If P < £> Ourt is a sequence of values of r tending to infinity 
through which m(r) -> oo. 

In the first place, there is no line argz = constant on which 
f(z) is bounded; for the whole plane, bounded by this line, forms 
an angle 277, and 2n < 77 /p if p <\. Hence, by § 5.61, if f(z) is 
bounded on this line it is bounded everywhere, and so reduces 
to a constant. 

Suppose now that 

/ w =«* n(*-0 


<f>(z) = cz k 



and let 
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where r n — jzj. Then 

min|/(z)[ ^ [<f>(—r)\, 



* 2 

! r 

since 

1 —— 

- 

1 r n 


for every n. Also <f>(—r) is unbounded, since <f>(z) is an integral 
function of the same order as f(z). This proves the theorem. 

8.74. The following result is still more precise. 

// 0 < P < 1 , there are arbitrarily large values of r for which 
m(r) >{M{r)} aoa 

The following proof is due to Polya (3) Define f(z) and <f>(z) 
as before, and we may plainly take c = 1 , k — 0 It is sufficient 
to prove the theorem for <f>(z) If 0 < p < £, i e cos np > 0, 
this follows at once from the relations wi(r) ^ W-r)|, 
M(r) sC rf)(i) In any case, if z is a point where |/(z ')l = Mr), 
we have 

\<f>(r)<f>(-r)\ = ||~[ |l-^jj ^ !/(*')/(--')! ^ m(r)M(r). 

Hence, if the theorem is true for <f>(z), then 

m(r)M(r) ^ |^(r)! 1 +co, "P- t ^ {M{r)} l+cos ”i>-< 

for arbitrarily large r, and the result for f(z) follows. 

If the theorem is false for <f>(z), there are positive constants 
e and a such that 

log|^(—x)i < (cosTrp—«)log<£(x) (x > a) 

By § 8 4, ex. (xii), for p < s < 1 , and so also for p < R(«) < 1 , 

ao 

J {cos its log <f>(x )—log \<f>( —x) dx — 0 

0 

Since the integral over ( 0 ,a) is regular for 0 < R(s) < 1, so is 
the integral over (a, oo) Hence 

ao 

F(s) = J 

01 

where 

4>l(x) — (co 8 7 rp-€)log^(x)-log|^(-x)|, <^j(x) = log<£(x), 

tp(s) — costs—cob irp-\-e, a = log a, 
is regular for 0 < R(a) < 1 , and in particular at a = p. Here 
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<f> 1 and are positive for x > 0, and ip(s) is positive for a real 

and sufficiently near to p. 

Let h > 0, D = d/da. Then 


(i-—)>w 

— 

\ m / 



m 

1 

h-o 


(— A)e to(to—1) . (m—p+l) 

— 


Fr(a) 


< \F(8)\ + ^\F'(s)\ + h ^\F l '(8)\+. . M, 


say, the series being convergent for sufficiently small positive 
h and s—p Also 




Since |^(«)| < n* for real a, this plainly exceeds 

M ,+ sr *') 

if h is small enough Hence 

(l-^’'>(a) ^ \ j {<j> l (ef)+'HsWef)}(l + df 

(X 

In particular for any io > a. 

(1) 

J + di < 2M/i/i(a). 

a 

Making to -+ oo, then w -> oo, it follows that 

J° 4> i {et)d h -‘ ) i dfc — j^-^dx 

a a 

is convergent for a value of s—h less than p Hence 2 r** +A is 
convergent, contrary to § 8.26. This proves the theorem. 


8.75. A similar result holds for functions of order 1 and exponential 
type, i.e. such that f(z) = 0(e J ' 1 * 1 ). 
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If f(z) — 0(e* l,! ), then m(r) > for some arbitrarily large r. If 

fj, r„... are the moduli of the zeros of /(z), we find as m § 8.21 that 
w(r) = 0(r), l/r„ < K/n. Hence 




K i r\ sinh(7rff Vr) 


■nK-ir 


m-l n-1 

Define h(6) (§ 5 7) for <f>(z) with V(r) = Vr Then h(d) < -nK for all 6. 
Since |<^(z)| > 1 if R(z) > 0, h(Q) is finite for — Jir < 6 < Jrr, and so 
everywhere (§ 5.712) Also h(—8) — h(d), and § 5 713, with 8 1 = — ir, 
B t — 0, 0 t =- rr, p — gives h(rr) > 0. Hence 

|/(*)/(-*)| > l/(0))*|^{ —r*)| -> e~" 
for some arbitrarily large values of r, and the result follows. 


8.8. The a-points of an integral function. Our discussion 
of integral functions has so far centred round the distribution of 
the zeros of the function. A more general question is that of 
the distribution of the points where the function takes any given 
value a—the ‘a-points’, as we may call them. 

There is one case in which we have already obtained fairly 
precise results, namely, that of functions of finite non-integral 
order. If /(z) is of order p, where p is not an integer, then it 
has an infinity of zeros, and the exponent of convergence of the 
zeros is p. But clearly/(z)—a is also of order p, where a is any 
constant. Hence J(z) has an infinity of a-points, and their 
exponent of convergence is p, i e. their density is roughly the 
same for all values of a. 

A similar argument may be applied to functions of zero order. 
Such a function has an infinity of zeros unless it reduces to 
a polynomial; and f(z)—a is a polynomial for every value of 
a qr for none. 


If f(z) is of positive integral order, and yt a, then f(z)—a = e*»>, 
where Q(z) is a polynomial If b ^ a, then Q(z) = log(6— a) for 
some z, i.e. /(z) — b for some z. Hence f(z) takes every value 
with one possible exception. 


8.81. Picard’s theorem. The main theorem of the subject 
is due to Picard; it is independent of any considerations of 
order. 

An integral function which is not a polynomial takes every value, 
with one possible exception, an infinity of times. 

Picard’s proof of the theorem depends on the properties of 
the elliptic modular function. This function, which we shall 
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denote by w(z), has the following properties: it is regular every¬ 
where except at z — 0, 1, and oo; and its imaginary part is never 
negative. 

By means of this function we can easily prove that an integral 
function which is not a constant takes every value , with one possible 
exception, at least once. 

Suppose that f(z) is an integral function which does not take 
either of the values a or b, where a ^ 6. Then 


?(*) = 


/(*)-« 

b—a 


is an integral function, which does not take either of the values 
0 or 1. Consider the function vr{g(z)}. It is regular except at 
infinity, since g(z) does not take either of the finite values for 
which m is singular. Also its imaginary part iB positive. Hence, 
by § 2.54, it is a constant. But m is not constant, and so g(z) 
must be constant. This proves the theorem. 

As we have not discussed the construction of the modular 
function, we shall not complete this proof, but shall give a more 
direct proof, depending on a theorem of Schottky.* 


8.82. The characteristic feature of Picard’s theorem is that 
it admits the possibility of there being an exceptional value. 
This exceptional value may actually exist; for example, the 
function e* never takes the value 0 A value with this property 
is said to be ‘exceptional P'. 

There is another sense in which a value may be exceptional. 
A function may take the value o, but only at points which have 
a convergence-exponent less than p. For example, the function 
e*cosVz, of order 1, has zeros, but their convergence exponent 
is $. A value with this property is said to be ‘exceptional B’, 
i.e. exceptional in the sense of Borel. It is clear that a value 
which is exceptional P is a fortiori exceptional B. 

8.83. For functions of positive integral order, Picard’s 
theorem is a consequence of the following theorem of Borel, 
which shows not merely that there is at most one value ‘excep¬ 
tional P ', but at most one ‘exceptional B\ 

* Another direct proof, depending on a theorem of Bloch, is given by 
L a ndau, Ergebniset. . , ed. 2 (1029), Ch. VII, and by Dienes, The Taylor Seriet, 

ch. vm. 



BOREL’S THEOREM 270 

Borel’8 theorem. If the order of f(z) is a positive integer, 
then the exponent of convergence of the a-points of f(z) is equal to 
the order, except possibly for one value of a. 

Suppose that there are two exceptional values, a and b. Then 
f(z)—a = 2 t| e <Ji( * ) P 1 ( 2 ) (1) 

and f(z)—b = z k 'e Q ^P 2 (z), (2) 

where Qi(z) and Q t {z) are polynomials of degree p, and Pj(z) 
and P 2 (z) are canonical products of order less than p. 
Subtracting, we have 

b—a = z ki e QiW P i (z)—z k 'e Q ^ t) P 2 (z), (3) 

or z k, P 1 ( 2 )e 0, (* )_0 « ( * ) = z k, P 2 (z) J r (b—a)e~Q' l ' z) . 

Since Q a (z) is of degree p, the right-hand side is of order p. 
Hence so is the left-hand side, and so Q 1 (z)—Q 2 (z) is of degree 
p, sinoe Pj(z) is of order less than p. 

Differentiating (3), we have 

(z k ‘P \Q\ -f ifc 1 2 k ‘ _1 P 1 + 2 k * P| )e°* 

= (z k 'P 2 Q 2 -\-k^. k '- l P 2 +z k 'P‘ t )e Q '. ( 4 ) 

Now the order of P\ is the same as that of P,, and so is less 
than p. Hence the coefficient of e®> is of order less than p, and, 
similarly, so is that of e°>. Hence we may write (4) in the form 

2 fciP 3 g0i+0> = z*•J’ 1 e 0 » +0 ^ 

where Q s and Q t are polynomials of degree p—1 at most, and 
P 8 and P 4 are canonical products. The two sides must have the 
same zeros, so that k 3 — k x , P 3 = P 4 , and so <?i+<2 a = Q 2 +Q x , 
i.e. Q 1 —Q 2 — Q t —Q 3 , which is of degree less than p. This con¬ 
tradicts the previous result, that Qj—Qj is of degree p, and so 
proves the theorem. 


8.84. For the proof of Schottky’s theorem we require the 
following lemma: 


Let <f>(r) be 

a real function of 

r for 0 ^ r ^ P 1( and let 



0 < <f»(r) < M 

(0 < r < Pj), 

(1) 

and also 

' < (P-r)* 

(0 < r < P < Rj). 

(2) 

Then 

,, x AC 2 

^ (f)< (P 1 -r)‘ 

(0 < r < P,). 

(3) 
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The actual form of the result (3) is not particularly important. 
What is important is that it depends only on r, B v and C, and 
not on M. 

From (1) and (2) we obtain 

*>< ( ™ (0 <r<R^R 1 ), ( 4 ) 

so that the upper bound M given in (1) is reduced at once to 
a multiple of Vilf. If we repeat the process, using first (4) with 
r v r 2 for r, R, find then (2) with r 1 for R, we obtain 

< (r.f-r). {^->,,4'^* 

So generally 

«r)< ° { C C )^M*. 

Taking r t = ^(R^r), r a = KRj+r,this gives 

i+i+| +—+' * 1 f C li+*,-f- t 1 - 1 - 

^>< 4 4 ' U-rW ‘ * **' 

and, making n -> oo, the result follows. 


8.85. Schottky's theorem. If f(z) is regular and does not 
take either of the values 0 or 1 for \z\ R v then for |z| R < R x 

l /w ' <oip Ut-i)*)' 

where K depends on f( 0) only. For all functions which satisfy the 
given conditions and are such that 8 < |/(0)| < 1/S, |1—/(0)| > 8, 
we can take K to depend on 8 only 
We shall not require the actual form of the upper bound for 
f(z), which could be considerably improved if necessary; what 
is important is that it depends only on /(0) in the manner 
stated, and on RjR v 

Let g x {z) = Iog{/(z)}, g 2 {z) = log{ 1 -/(z)}, 

where each logarithm has its principal value at z = 0. Then 
jfj(z) and g % {z) are regular for \z \ < R v Let M y {r) and M 2 {r) bo 
the maxima of |y 1 (z)| and |gr 2 (z)| respectively on |z| = r, and let 

M(r) = max{.¥ j(r), M 2 (r)}. 

B^r) = -min R {g^z)} = max log -J- . 

M-r 1*1-r |/(Z)| 


Let 
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Then Caratheodory’s theorem (§ 5.5), applied to g x (z), gives 

{^.W+l?,(0)l} (0 <p<r). (1) 

r—p 

There are now two possibilities. Either B x (r) is not large— 
say B t (r) ^ 1, in which case (1) is a result of the required type; 
or J3,(r) is large, in which case there is a point z' on |z| — r 
where |/(z')| is small. But if |/(z')| is small, g 2 (z') is (apart from 
a term 2mri) approximately equal to —/(z'); and then Cara- 
th&jdory’s lemma, applied to log g 2 , gives on the left if, (not 
log if, as we should in general expect), and on the right 
log if 2 = 0(\'M 2 ). We thus obtain an inequality of the type 
considered in the elementary lemma This is the general plan 
of the proof, and we now proceed to fill in the details. 

Suppose that B x (r) > 1, and let z' be a point where 
JB,(r) = logl/|/(z')|. 

Then | f(z') \ = e~ B ^ < < I. (2) 

There is therefore an integer n such that 

z-4 m 

m - 1 


Hence 


\g 2 (z) — 2nvi\ < £ 1, 

m- 1 


and so 2|n|7r < 1+|g 2 (z')| ^ l-j-if 2 (r). (3) 

Let h(z) — log{g 2 (z)—2w7rt}, 

where the logarithm has its principal value at z = 0. Then h(z) 
is regular for |z| < R v since f(z) ^ 0 and so g 2 (z) ^ 2 niri; and 
Carathdodory’s theorem gives 
2R 

max |A(z)| ^ IR _ r |maxlog|sr 2 (z)-2n7n| + |/i(0)|j. ( 4 ) 

The left-hand side is not less than 


\g 2 {z')— 2nm 


>■ 58106 (/(*■)!+i/<oi*+i/(oi*+- 


>l0g 2i7(or B ‘ <r) ~ l0g2 ' 


by (2). On the right we have 


max log |gf, (z)— 2n7rt| < log{if a (i?)-f 2|n|7r} < log{2 M a (B)+lj, 
W-« 

•« 
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by (3); and, since by hypothesis [13(0) | < n, 

|A(0) | ^ log ig 2 (0)- 2nrri | +ir < log{ |jf,(0) | +1 + M 2 {r)}+n. 
Hence (4) gives 

sy D 

J5j(r) < —— [log{2 Jf 2 (l?)+1}+log {M 2 (R) 1^ 2 (0) | -f 1}+w]+log 2 

it — T 


< P**{* M 2 (R)+ W0)| + l}+4 (5) 


This inequality, proved for B x (r) > 1, is obviously true for 
ii(r)<l. Hence (1) and (5) give in any case 

Q D- 

-^i(p) < ^ p ^[^°^{23f 2 (-R)4- |5f a (0)|-|-l}+ lsh(0)l+v]. (6) 

Since we may interchange g t (z) and g 2 (z) in the whole argu¬ 
ment, the inequality is still true if the suffixes 1 and 2 are 
interchanged. Combining the two results, we have 


M( P ) < 


$Rr 

(R-r)(r-p) 


X 


X [Iog{2ilf (R) +1^(0) | + | 0 2 (O) | +1} + |< 7 l( 0 ) | + !g- 2 (0) | + n]. (7) 
Taking r= \(R-\-p), we obtain 

w, ^ 32 R\ ,. , ... KR\\M{R) 

since log3f(iZ) = 0{y/M(R}}. Hence, by the lemma, 

Ml KR l 

< <R- P r 


and 


Since K depends on ^{O)] and |gr 2 (0)| only, the last part of 
the theorem also is true. 


8.86. Picard’s first theorem. An integral function which 
is not constant takes every value, with one possible exception, at 
least once. 

Suppose that f(z) does not take either of the values a or b 
(a ^ b). Then g(z) = {f(z)—a}j(b—a) does not take either of the 
values 0 or 1. Hence, by Schottky’s theorem, 

\g(z)\ < exp {(jjj-g-j*} d 2 l < R < E i)- 
Taking R x = 2 R, \g(z)\ < K. Hence g(z) is a constant. 
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8 . 87 . We can also prove the following generalization of 
Picard’s theorem. 

Landau’s theorem.* If a is any number, and /3 any number 
other than 0, there is a number R = R(a, fi) such that every function 
f(z) = o t +j32+a 2 z 2 +a 3 z s +..., 

regular for fz| sC R, takes in this circle one of the values 0 or 1. 

We may suppose that a ^ 0, a 1, for otherwise we have the 
result at once. If f(z) does not take either of the values 0 or 1, 
then by Schottky’s theorem |/(z)| < K(<x) for |z| < \R Hence 


J 




w=*« 

R^2K(a)m, 

and the result follows. 

8.88. We have so far stated Picard’s theorem in terms of 
integral functions, i e functions with an essential singularity at 
infinity But a corresponding theorem holds for any function 
with an isolated essential singularity. 

Picard’s second theorem. In the neighbourhood of an iso¬ 
lated essential singularity, a one-valued function takes every value, 
with one possible exception, an infinity of times. 

In other words, if f{z) is regular for 0 < |z—z 0 | < p, and there 
are two unequal numbers a, b, such that f(z) ^ a, f(z) b, for 
\z —Zq| < p, then z 0 is not an essential singularity. 

We may suppose that z 0 — 0, p = 1 , a = 0, and 6=1. We 
prove that there is a sequence of circles |z| == r„, where r„ -> 0, 
on which/(z) is bounded. By § 2.71 this precludes the existence 
of a singularity at z = 0. 

We start from Weierstrass’s theorem that, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of an essential singularity, a function approaches arbi¬ 
trarily near to any given value an infinity of times. Thus there 


is 

12 „ 


sequence 
■+■ 0, and 


of points z v z 2 ,... such that 

l/(*n)~2| < h 


> |Z* > 


(1) 


It is clear that Sohottky’s theorem would enable us to con¬ 
struct a sequence of circles, with these points as centres, in 
which /(z) is bounded. These circles do not, of course, include 


* Landau (1), and Ergebniam, § 26. 
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the origin; but this is, so to speak, an accident arising from the 
fact that we have proved Schottky’s theorem for a class of 
convex curves (viz. circles). We can remove the difficulty by 
making a conformal transformation, which has the effect of 
replacing a circle by an elongated curve which, though it 
excludes the origin, passes right round it and overlaps itself on 
the far side. 

Let z = e w (w — u-\-iv), and consider the half-strip of the 
tc-plane «<0, —it < » ^ it. This corresponds to the interior 
of the circle \z\ = 1. Let w n = log 2 ,, (—it < \(w n ) < rr), so that 
-v — 00 ; and let/(z) = g(w). 

We apply Schottky’s theorem to the function 
h(w') = g(w n +w'). 

This is regular for |m>'| < 4w if n is large enough, and it does 
not take either of the values 0 or 1. Hence 

\h(w')\ <K = K{h(0)} <|«r'f < 2ir); 

and, the numbers h{Q) = g(w„) = f(z n ) satisfying (J), we can 
replace the right-hand side by an absolute constant. Hence 
\g(w)\ < A for \w—w n \ sg; 2-rr, and in particular for u — R(m\,), 
—rr < v < tt. Hence 

\f(z)\<A (|2|=|*J), 

and the result follows. 

8.89. Asymptotic values. A number a is said to be an 
asymptotic value of an integral function f(z) if there is a con¬ 
tinuous curve from a given point to infinity, i.e. along which 
|z| —*■ 00 , and along which f(z) -> a as z -> 00 . Thus 0 is an 
asymptotic value of e*, since e 2 -> 0 as z -> 00 along the negative 
real axis The function s 

j" e - ** dt, 

0 

where q is a positive integer, has the q asymptotic values 

Zirik ® 

« a J e~*dt (k = 0,1. q— 1), 

0 

as 2 -> 00 along the lines arg 2 = 

We may define the ‘asymptotic value 00 ’ similarly. 

We shall now prove the following theorems. 
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Every function with an isolated essential singularity at infinity, 
which is not a constant, has the asymptotic value infinity. 

By Laurent’s theorem, such a function is of the form 
f(z)+g(z), where f(z) is an integral function, and g(z) tends uni¬ 
formly to a limit as |z| -* oo. Hence it is sufficient to consider 
integral functions. For an integral function not a constant, the 
maximum modulus M(r) tends steadily to infinity. Consider an 
indefinitely increasing sequence of numbers X 1 = M(r x ), X 2 ,.... 
It follows from Liouville’s theorem that there is a point outside 
the circle |z| — r t at which |/(z)| > X, The set of points where 
|/(z)| > X 1 constitutes the interior of one or more regions 
bounded by curves on which j/(z)j = X 1 ; and these regions 
must be exterior to the circle |z| = r x Let one such region be 
D v Now Z>j must extend to infinity, for otherwise we should 
have a finite region with j f(z)\ — X, on the boundary and 
1/(2) I > X l inside, contrary to the maximum-modulus theorem. 
Further, /(z) is unbounded in D x For otherwise the principle 
of Phragmen and Lindelof would also show that j/(z)| ^ X x 
at all points inside I\ In fact, the argument of § 5.6 applies 
with P at infinity and oj(z) — r x jz Hence there is a point of D 1 
at which |/(z)j > X t , and consequently a domain 1\, interior 
to D v such that ]/(z)| > X 2 at all points of D 2 . We can now 
repeat the argument with X 3 , Hence there is a sequence of 
infinite regions D v I) v . ., each interior to the preceding one and 
such that |/(z)| > X m in D rn . and |/(z)j — X m on its boundary. 
Now, take a point on the boundary of D v and join it to a point 
on the boundary of D 2 by a continuous curve lying in D x \ then 
this point to a point of D 3 by a continuous curve lying in Z) 2 , 
and so on. We clearly obtain a continuous curve along which 
f(z) -> 00 

If an integral function does not take the value d, then a is an 
asymptotic value. 

For l/{/(z)—a} is an integral function, and so has the asymp¬ 
totic value oo. 

The argument of § 5 64 shows that if an integral function 
has asymptotic values on two curves, and is bounded between 
the curves, then these asymptotic values must be the same. 
Asymptotic values not so connected we should consider as 
distinct, whether they are equal or not. 
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It was oonjeotured by Denjoy that an integral function of 
finite order p can have at most 2 p asymptotic values. The theorem 
with 5 p instead of 2 p was proved by Carleman; and Denjoy’s 
conjecture was finally proved by Ahlfors. The general proof is 
not easy. It is, however, easy to see that there can be at most 
2 p straight lines from 0 to oo along which a function of order p 
has distinct asymptotic values For by § 5.61 the angle between 
two such lines must be at least equal to irjp. 

8.9. Meromorphic functions. We shall now give a short 
introduction to the theory of meromorphic functions, i.e. func¬ 
tions whose only singularities, except at infinity, are poles 

The theory depends largely on the general Jensen formula 
(§ 3.61 (4)). Let f(z) be a meromorphic function, with zeros 
a v a 2 ,. . and poles b v b 2 ,. (other than 0) arranged with non¬ 
decreasing moduli. Suppose that in the neighbourhood of the 
origin it is of the form cz k -|-..., where k may be any integer. 
Then Jensen’s formula for z~ k f(z) is 



K 

a v 

■ a m 


log 
As in § 3.61 


2rr 

"-"-flogjcl = ~ J logi/(re l9 )| d9 -fclogi 


0 

KmI 


log 


r m 'sr- f dx r dx 

kxtZ 1 ' t+- Jt- 

•’“* In I In I 


\o v \ \a m \ 

Let n(r, 0) be the number of zeros of f(z) in |z| ^ r. If k > 0, 
v = n(x,0)—k for |o„| ^ x <|a„ +1 j, hence 


log 


a, . a„ 


^J n(x,0 )- k dx 


If n(r, oo) is the number of poles of f(z) in |z| < r, we obtain 
similarly r 

iog_r»_ = (VL^dx. 
g |6 1 ...6„| J a; 

o 

If k is negative, it appears in the second integral instead of the 
first. Writing r 

N(r,a) = J dx -fn(0,o)logr 

o 


X 
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we obtain in any case ^ 

N(r,0)-N(r,oo) = ± J log|/(«*)| dd -log|e|. (1) 
o 

Let us write log+a = max(loga,0) 
for any positive a. Thus 

log a = log + a—log + l/a. 

2 7T 

Let m(r,a) = m(r,-^— \ = f log+ —— - dd 

\ f—aj 2 rrj 6 f(re’»)-a 

o 

2rr 

and m(r, oo) = »i(r,/) = ^ J log + |/(re ,e )| dd 

o 

Then (1) may also be written 

m(r,0)+A T (r,0) = m(r, co)+N(r, oo)—logic). (2) 

Now apply this formula to f(z)—a, where a is any number. 
If f( z )~ a = c a z k + • in the neighbourhood of the origin, we 
obtain 

m(r,a)+N(r,a) = m(r,f~-a)+N{r,cc)-log\c a \, 

the term N(r,co) being unaltered since the poles of f(z)—a are 
the same for each a. 

Now we have 

l/l+W < 2|/o|, 2j/|, 2|a| or 2 

according as |/| ^ 1 and |a| ^ 1, |/| > 1 and \a\ < 1, |/| < 1 
and |o| ^ 1, or |/j < 1 and |a| < 1 Hence 

log(l/|+|a|) < log + ]/| + log + |a|-flog2. 

Hence log + ]/-o| ^ log+|/|+log + |a|-t-log2, 

and similarly 

log + i/| < log + |/-a| + log+|o|+log2 
Hence \m(r,f—a) —m(r,/)| log+|a|+log2 

It follows that 

m{r,a)+N(r,a) = m(r,oo)+N(r,ao)+<£(r,a), 
where I# - , a) I < |log|c a ||+log+io|+log2. 

Hence if f(z) is a meromorphic function and not a constant, the 

T 
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values of the sum m(r>B)+ tf( f> «) 

for two given values of a differ by a bounded function of r. 

All the sums being to this extent equivalent, we can represent 
them all, e.g. by the one with a = oo Thus if we put 

T(r) = m(r,oo)+A T (r,oo), (3) 

we have for all values of a 

m(r,a)+N(r,a) = T(r)+<f>(r,a), 


where <f>(r, a) is (for each a) bounded as r -* oo 
T(r) is called the characteristic function of f(z). 

We shall next show that T(r) is an increasing convex function 

of log r. 

Jensen’s formula for f(z)—e lX (A real) is 


ITT 

N(r,e iX )—N(r, oo) = j log]f(re' 9 )—e’ x \ <18 — log|/(0)—e tA ], 


if /(0) e’ x . Also, for any a. 


(4) 


2rr 

i- J log|e ,d -a|d0 = login I, 

0 

e.g. by Jensen’s theorem with/(z) = z—a, r — 1. Hence, multi¬ 
plying (4) by 1/(2 tt), and integrating with respect to A over 
(0, 27r), we obtain 


2^. J N(r,e lX ) dX —N(r, oo) = ~ J log+|/(re'«)| dd -log+|/(0)|, 

0 0 
2 * 

i.e. T(r) — -L J N(r,e iX ) dX +log+|/(0)| 

o 

Now, for any a, N(r, a) is an increasing convex function of r, 


since 


dN(r,a) 

dlogr 


= n(r,a), 


which is non-negative and non-decreasing. Hence T(r) has the 
same property. 

In the above formulae N(r,a) measures the number of times 
the function f(z) takes the value a. Since the largest contribu- 
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tions to tn(r, a) come from arcs where f(z) is nearly equal to a, 
m(r, a) measures in a sense the intensity of the approximation 
of f(z) to a. We could describe ‘m{r,a)-\-N(r, a) as the total 
affinity of the function f(z) for the value a. 

For a given function, certain values may be exceptional, e.g. 
in the sense that the function does not take these values. The 
above theorem shows that there can be no exceptional values 
m the sense that the total affinity of the function for every 
value is the same, apart from bounded functions of r. 

Examples. ( 1 ) Let f(z) be a rational function, say = P(z)/Q(z), 
where P(z) is of degree p, Q(z) of degree v, P and Q having no common 
factor. If fi > v, then 

tn(r,a) — 0(1), N(r,a) = jilogr+0(l) 
for every finite a, while 

m(r, oo) = (p.— v)logr+0(l), N(r, oo) = vlogr+0(l). 

If fi < v, then 

m(r,a) — 0(1), N(r,a ) = vlogr+0(l) 
for a 0, while 

tn'r, 0) = (v— fx)logr+0(l), N(r,0) — plogr+0(\). 

If fz = v, let a 0 and b 0 be the coefficients of^uiP and Q. Then if 

° * w ( r , a ) = 0(1)> N(r,a) = filogr+Od), 

while, if a 0 Q—b 0 P is of degree a, 

W ( r ’S ? ) = 0* -ot ) lo 8 r + °( 1 )> N ( r ’= alogr + 0(l). 

In any case T(r) ~ O(logr). 

(li) The function e* does not take the values 0 or oo, on the other 
hand these are limiting values of the funct ion as z —*■ oo. Here 

N(r, 0) = N(r,o o) = 0, m(r, 0) = m(r, oo) = -, 

TT 

while for a ^ 0, oo, 

m(r,a) = 0(1), N(r, a) = - -f 0(1). 

7 T 

Here T(r) = r/ir. 

(lii) Consider similarly tan 2 (±t are exceptional values). 


8.91. Order of a meromorphic function. 

morphic function f{z) is said to be of order p if 




= p> 


T(r) = 0(rP+*) 


The mero- 


so that 
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for every positive e, but not for e < 0. 

To show that this agrees with the definition of order in the 
case of an integral function, we shall prove: 

If f( z ) aw integral function, 

T(r) < log^(r) < *± r T(B) 
it—r 

for 0 <r < R 

For an integral function, A T (r,oo) = 0, and T(r) = m(r, oo). 
The left-hand inequality is thus 

2ir 

~ J lo g + l f( r e' 8 )' d6 < log + max|/(re 10 )|, 


which is plainly true. Also by the Poisson-Jensen formula 

2ir 

no „9 

,log \f(Be'+)\dt 


log]/(re 10 )| = ~ j 


R 2 -r 2 


R 2 —2Rr cos(6—<f>)+r 2 


R 2 —a fX re ,e 


R(Re‘ 6 -a ) 


-2 ,og 

/A 1 

Each term in J is negative, and 

R 2 —2Rr 008(9—<f>)+r 2 Js ( R—r) 2 . 

Hence, taking 6 so that the left-hand side is a maximum, 

in 

log\M(r)\ < _L j logl/(i?e ,<0 )| d<f> 

0 

< T(i2) 

R—r 

and the second inequality follows. 

Taking R = 2r, the identity of the two definitions of the 
order of an integral function is clear. 

Now let r n (a ) be the moduli of the zeros of f(z)—a, r n ( oo) the 
moduli of the poles of f(z). Then we have the following results. 
If f(z) is of order p, then for every a 

m(r,a) = 0(rf‘ +( ), N(r,a) — 0(rf ,+t ), n(r,a ) = 0(rP +t ) 

1 \p+* 
r «(«)/ 


2 (; 


and 

is convergent. 
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The first two results are immediate since 

tn(r,a) ^ T(r)+0( 1), N(r,a) < T(r)+0( 1). 

The remaining results then follow from that on N(r,a) as in the 
case of an integral function. 

More precise results of the same kind are given by Nevan- 
linna, Fonctions Miromorphes, Ch II. 

8.92. Factorization of meromorphic functions. Let f(z ) 

be a meromorphic function of order p, with zeros a n and poles 
b n (/(0) yt 0) Then it follows from the above results that there 
are integers p x and p 2 not exceeding p such that 

n-l " ' n-1 " 

are convergent for all values of z Hence P x (z) and P 2 (z) are 
integral functions of order not exceeding p. Also 

fi(z) =f(z)P 2 (z) 
is an integral function Now 

T(r,/i) = m(r,cc,f x ) < m(r,co,f)+m(r, oo, P 2 ) 

< T(r,f) + T(r,P 2 ) = 0(r'+‘)+0(r/>+‘). 

Hence f x (z) is of order p at most, and hence 
ft (2) = e^P x (z), 

where Q(z ) is a polynomial of degree not exceeding p 
We have thus proved that 

f(z) = e<**P x (z)IP 2 (z), 

an extension of Hadamard’s factorization theorem to mero¬ 
morphic functions. 

A slightly deeper theorem, in which the numerator and de¬ 
nominator do not necessarily converge separately, is proved by 
Nevanlinna, Fonctions Miromorphes, Ch. III. 

Further developments of the theory of meromorphic func¬ 
tions are largely concerned with extensions of the theorems of 
Picard and Borel. For these we must refer to the books of 
Nevanlinna. 
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♦ 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 

1. Prove that, if a is not a multiple of it, 

sin(a—z) = sm«*-«*• f \ 

«- — OO 

2. Show that the equations 

sm z — 2 1 , log z — z 3 , tan z — az -f b, 
where a and 6 are any complex numbers, each have an infinity of roots. 

3. Find all the zeros of the function 

«**-1, 

and show that they have no finite exponent of convergence. 

00 

4. If/(2) = 2 O. 2 " is a function of non-integral order, show that the 

n-0 

coefficients in the polynomial Q(z) — b x z -f-... -f- b^z’ of Hadamard’s theorem 
can be expressed in terms of a,, a,, . , a f . 

[If p is not an integer, q < p-f-l. and P(z) = l + 0(z* +l ) as 2 -> 0. 
Hence on equating coefficients P(z) is not involved ] 


5. If/( 2 ) = 2 o.z " is of order p. what is the order of F(z) - 2 \ a ~\' z ' I 

6. The generalized hypergeometnc function is definod by the formula 


where (a). = a(a+ !)■ .(a + n), (a) 0 = I Show that it is an integral 
function if q > p, and find its order. 

7. Show that * 

/(z) “ 2 

n- ~oo 

is an integral function if |?| < 1, k > 1, and find its order. 

8. If a > 1, the function 

r.W-fj(, + i) 


is an integral function of order l/a. [For further properties of the 
function see Hardy (4).] 

9. The function CO 

no+a 

n = l 

is an integral function of zero order. 

10. Show that, if a > 0, 

JM = fj (1+ pj 

n= 1 
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is an integral function of order 1-f- 1/a; and express it in the standard 
factor form in the cases a = 1, a = 2. 

11. If a > 0, the function 

E .(z) = ^ r(l+ an) 

n=0 

is an integral function of order 1 /a. [Several memoirs on this function 
are to be found in Acta Math. 29.] 

12. If a is real, all the roots of the equation r'(z) = ar(z) are real. 

13. Show that 

CO 

2 cosh \'n _ 
n' Z 

n=0 

is an integral function of order 1, and that it has an infinity of zeros, 
all of them being real and negative. 

14. A function /(z) of order i has all its zeros real and negative, and 
such that n(r) — k\‘r logr. Determine the asymptotic behaviour of M(r). 
[Use the method of § 8.64 ] 

16. Show that, if/(z) is a canonical product with zeros z. such that 
2 l/|z.) is convergent, then f(z) = 0{e' u[ ), and \f(z)\ > e-' 1 * 1 on circles 
of arbitrarily large radius. 

[We have N „ 

w*<riM£MSliO- 

n=l W+l ’ 

whence the first result easily follows. The second part then follows from 
§ 8 75 ] 

16. In Laguerre’s theorem of § 8 52, show that f'{z) has the same 
genus as/(z). 

[The only case in which there is anything to prove is the case p = 1, 
when tho genus may lie 0 or 1. Then we use the fact that the senes 
2 l/|zj and 2 l/|z;| converge or diverge together, compare M(r) and 
M'(r) by § 8.51, and apply the previous example.] 

17. Show that the genus of a function of exponential type (§ 8.76) is 1. 
00 

18. Show that, if f(z) = ^ is of exponential type,/ (,) (0) = 0(e Am ), 
o 

and hence that <f>(z) = 2 n'o* 2 " has a finite radius of convergence. 

19. In order that f(z) should be of exponential type, it is necessary 
and sufficient that it should be expressible m the form 

/(«) = 2^ J e-’xM dw > 

where y(ui) is regular for sufficiently large values of w (including infinity), 
and C is a circle with centre the origin and sufficiently large radius. 

[We have y(u>) = \jw<f>(ljw), where <f> is the function defined m the 
previous example.] 
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20. Let f(z) be of exponential type, and let h(8), supposed > 0, be 
the Phragm6n-Lindel6f function associated with f(z), with F(r) = r. 
Consider the radii vectores of length h(6) making angles —6 with the 
real axis, and the perpendiculars to these radii vectores at their ends 
(cf. § 6.72). Then y(w) 18 regular if w lies on the side of one of these 
perpendiculars opposite to the origin. 

[We have 00 

<f>(z ) = j e~‘f(zt) dt 
o 

by term-by-term integration, if \z\ is small enough; turning the contour 
through an angle A, * 

<f>(z) = J e- u>K f(zte iX )e ,K dt. 
o 

Here the integrand is 0(c —,co * 
and the integral is convergent if 

rh(6+ A) < cos A. (I) 

Hence </>(z) is regular at z = re w if (1) holds for some value of A. If 
w = rV r , then y(u>) is regular if r' > h(\—6')aoc A for some A. This is 
equivalent to the above statement 

For a detailed discussion see P61ya (4).] 

21. The function 

w 

z" 

(n-j-a)'n' 


ao 

y_ 

(n-l-a)'/! 


n=0 


is of exponential type. [For further properties of the function see 
Hardy (2).] 

22. Show that the function 


/(z) = J e u, g(t) dt, 


where g(t) is continuous, is of exponential type, and that the corre¬ 
sponding function y(u>) is regular except m the interval (to, i b) of the 
imaginary axis. 

23. Show that the function f(z) of the above example tends to zero 
as z —»• co m either direction along the real axis, and deduce that f(z) 
has an infinity of zeros. 

24. A function f(z) is said to be of zero type if/(z) = 0(e tr ). 

In order that/(z) should be of zero type, it is necessary and sufficient 
that . 

/(*) = ^ j # m xM dw, 

where y(io) is an integral function of —. 
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[The situation is similar to that of examples 18-19, except that here 

00 

25. A necessary and sufficient condition that /(z) = 2 a » 2 * should 

n=o 

be an integral function of 1 /( 1 —*) is that there should be an integral 
function g(z) of zero type such that o, = g(n) for n = 1 , 2 ,... . 

[Carlson (1), Wigert (1), Hardy (14). If there is such a function g(z), 
let j /• 

9(2) = J rx (*) dw - 

°° i r 7 P * 

Then /( 2 )-“o = 1 a. 2 " = 5 — T - - X< U ’) 

n=l Jpl — ze“ 

if C is a contour enclosing the origin, and on which R(ui) < Iog|l/z|. 
This is an integral of the type used in § 4.6, and by deforming it we can 
show that any branch of /(z) is regular except at z = 1 (where the 
contour is nipped between 0 and log 1/z). Also 

/(z)—o„ - X (logi) + X(») dw, 

where C' is a contour enclosing w — log 1 /z. This shows that f(z) is 
one-valued near z = 1 , and so an integral function of 1/(1 —z). 
Conversely, if /(z) is of the type prescribed, we have 



and wo can put z — e~“, and deform the resulting contour into any 
simple closed contour which encloses the origin but lies entirely inside 
the circle |m>| = 2rr. Finally /(e "■) is regular except for w — 0 and 
w = ±2kTri (Ic = 1, 2,...), and so /(e“’ r ) — g(w) + <f>(w), where g(w) is an 
integral function of 1 jw, and ifi(w) is regular for |u>| < 2ir Hence the 
result.] 




CHAPTER IX 
DIRICHLET SERIES 


9.1. Introduction. By a Dirichlet series we mean, in this 
chapter, a series of the form 


oo 



n -i 


where the coefficients a n are any given numbers, and a is a com¬ 
plex variable. The more general type of series 

is also known as a Dirichlet series, The special type is obtained by 
putting A„ = log n. For the theory of the general type we must 
refer to Hardy and Riesz’s General Theory of Dirichlet’s Series. 

Throughout the chapter we shall write s — o-\-it, where a and 
t are real. If the Dirichlet series is convergent, we shall denote 
its sum by /(a). We have already had one important example 
of a Dirichlet series, the zeta-function of Riemann, 

< 2 > 

n-1 

Dirichlet series are not of such importance in general analysis 
as power series because they only represent a very special class 
of analytic functions. They are, however, of great importance 
in applications of analysis to theory of numbers. In several 
ways their theory is more complicated than that of power series. 
For example, the circle of convergence, circle of absolute con¬ 
vergence, and circle of regularity of sum-function are all the 
same for a power series. In the theory of Dirichlet series, in 
which ‘circle’ must be replaced by ‘half-plane’, the three corre¬ 
sponding half-plapes may be all different. 

9.11. The association of half-planes with a Dirichlet series 
depends on the following theorem: 

If the Dirichlet series is convergent for s = s 0 , then it is uni¬ 
formly convergent throughout the angular region in the s-plane 
defined by the inequality 

|arg(«—«„)| < 8, 

where 8 is any positive number less than In. 
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It is sufficient to consider the case where 8 0 — 0; for 


2 


<K 
n 8 



where a' n = a n n- , >, s'= $— s 0 , 

and the latter series is convergent for s' — 0. 

We suppose, then, that a „ is convergent Let 

r n — a n+l + a n+2 + — 

so that r H -> 0. Then 

V q >» V r n-l~ r n : V- f_L r * m 

n 8 z, n 8 Z, n \(ra+l) 8 n 8 /~ r M g (N+l) 8 ' 1 ’ 

Now 


1 


(n+1) 8 n' 


n+1 , n+1 

= f du L f du = Js|M_1_ 1 

J a 8+1 P' 1 J M c,_tl a (n+l) 0 /’ 


( 2 ) 


and |r n |<e for n + n 0 = n 0 («), n 0 being independent of s. 
Hence for M > « 0 


I V ^n|<lliJ V _I 

14 ^ ® n 4iM («+ f ) 


n=.lf 

r|«lf 1 


+ € + - * 

M° r (A T +l)° 


1 


a \M a (N+l) 0 / ^+ (N+l) a ‘ 

< 2e|a|/a + 2e. 

If |arg#| + Jit— 8, i.e. </cr^tan((7T—8) — cot 8, we have 
|$ |/(7 = J(l-\-t 2 jo 2 ) + cosec 8 . 


Hence 


.v 

Z 

n - M 


— < 2e(cosec8+l). 


The right-hand side is independent of s, and tends to 0 with e\ 
and this establishes uniform convergence. 

In particular, if the series is convergent for s 0 = o 0 +it 0 , it is 
convergent for s = o-\-it, provided that a > <r 0 For we can choose 
the 8 of the above proof so small that |arg(a—s 0 )| < In—8. 


9.12. The region of convergence of the series is a half-plane. 
For we can divide values of o' into two classes, those for which 
the series is convergent for a > o', and other values of o'. By 
the above theorem, every member of the first class lies to the 
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right of every member of the second class. Let er 0 be the real 
number defined by this section. Then the series is convergent 
for a > a Q , divergent for a < tr 0 . 

The number a 0 is called the abscissa of convergence of the series. 

The series may converge for all values of s (e.g. a n = 1/n!), or 
for no values of s (e.g a n — n\). 

The sum f(s) of the senes is an analytic function of s, regular 
for a > cr 0 . For every term of the series is analytic, and any point 
8 with a > <t„ is included m a domain of uniform convergence. 

The questions of the convergence of the series, and the regu¬ 
larity of the function, on the line a = o 0 , remain open; and (as 
in the case of power series) various different cases are possible. 

We have, however, the following analogue of Abel’s theorem 
for power series. 

If the series is convergent for s — s 0 , and has the sum f(s 0 ), then 
f(s) -> f(s 0 ) when s -r s 0 along any path lying entirely inside the 
region |arg(s—a 0 )| < S 

This follows at once from the theorem of uniform convergence. 

9.13. Absolute convergence. The region of absolute con¬ 
vergence of the Dirichlet series is a half-plane. 

For the series is absolutely convergent if the series 



1 


is convergent If this is convergent for a particular value of <r, 
it is clearly convergent for any greater value. Hence, as in the 
*' case of convergence, there is a number 6 such that it is con¬ 
vergent for a > <j, and divergent for a < d 

Hence the original series is absolutely convergent for a > 5, and 
not absolutely convergent for o <5. 

The number 5 is called the abscissa of absolute convergence. 

The numbers o 0 and 6 are not necessarily equal, i.e. there may 
be a strip of the plane in which the series is convergent, but 
not absolutely convergent. 

This is shown by the following example. If a > 1, we have 

1« 2* 3* 4‘ 
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The last series, as it is arranged here, is convergent for a > 0 
(and uniformly convergent in any finite region to the right of 
a = 0). For, by a well-known theorem ( P.M . § 188), it is con¬ 
vergent if a is real and positive. Hence, by the theory of 
analytic continuation, the formula holds for a > 0. 

In this case a 0 = 0, 5 = 1. 

In any case a—o 0 ^ 1. 

For if is convergent, \a n \n~ a is bounded as «->oo, 

and hence a 

/ - tjS+I+S 

is absolutely convergent if 8 > 0, which gives the result. 

In the above example, a — o 0 — 1, so that the strip of non¬ 
absolute convergence may be as wide as 1, though it can be 
no wider. 

9.14. The abscissa of convergence. The formula for a 0 , 
analogous to the formula (§7.1) for the radius of convergence 
of a power series, takes slightly different forms according to 
whether ]£ a n is convergent or not. Let 

8 n = ®l+®2+---+« n , 

and, if 2 a n is convergent, let r n = a n+1 +a n+2 +-... Let 

n—«Og n n~»oo log 71 

/3 being defined only if 2 a n is convergent. 

Then a 0 — a if 2 a n is divergent , and othenvise a 0 = j8. 

In the former case a 0 ^ 0, and in the latter case o 0 < 0; for 
2 a n is convergent if a 0 < 0. 

(i) Let 2 °n ^ divergent, and let s have a real positive value 
for which the Dirichlet series is convergent. Let 

b n = a n n~ t , B n = b 1 +b i -{-...-\-b n , B 0 =0, 

so that B n is bounded, say |S n J < B. Then 

= 1 M*= 2 (B»—B n -i)n' 

»-i »-i 

»■! 
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Hence |s, v | <5 J {(n+l)*— n s }+BN‘ < 2 BN*, 

n =-1 

log|« A .I < 8 log N + log 2 B, 
and so at < 8. Hence a < o 0 . 

A similar argument holds if ^ a n is convergent. If s has a real 
negative value for which the Dirichlet series is convergent. 


no 


co 





8 


so that jj-jyl < B y {«*— (n+lY}-\-BN‘ = 2 BN". 

nIV 

Hence, as in the other case, /S a 0 . 

(ii) Since s n — 0(n a + f ), and, if s is real, 


we have 
N 


n-M M 


1- ' =,f 

n° (n+1) 8 J u"- 1 

7t 

y y a n“ 5 «rJ 

jL* n* 
n M t I 

= v a n_ 1 3’__a) 

n-Mri ' n * (n+lW (A+l ) 8 (M+l ) 8 

= y 0(n a +*- 8 - 1 )H-0(iV“ +t - , )+0(Jlf“ +c - 8 ) 

Jl/f 1 


= 0(Af“+‘- 8 ) = o(l) 

if a > a and e is small enough Hence the Dirichlet series is 
convergent if s > a; hence a 0 ^ a. Since a„ = r„^ l —r n if J a n 
is convergent, wo find similarly that o 0 ^ fi. This proves the 
theorem. 

If a = oo, the series is nowhere convergent, and if /3 =■ — oo 
it is everywhere convergent. This easily follows from the above 
argument. 

9.15. The abscissa of absolute convergence. We have 

- _ l°g(l a ii + i g «l + — +l q nl) 

log n 


or 


5 = Urn lo8(|a ” + l1 +l°«+»l+ -) > 
logn 


«—►*> 
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according to whether £|aj divergent or convergent. This 

is a particular case of the previous result. 

Example. Determine cr 0 and a for the series m which a n — 1, (—1)*, 
a"(0 < a < 1), logn, 1/logn, respectively; and for the 
series in which a m = 1 (n a perfect square), a. = 0 otherwise. 

9.2. Convergence of the series and regularity of the 
function. The region of convergence of a power series is deter¬ 
mined in a perfectly simple way by the analytic character of 
the function which it represents—the circle of convergence 
passes through the singularity nearest to the centre. There is 
no such simple relation in the case of Dirichlet series. There 
is not necessarily any singularity on the line of convergence, 
and in fact f(s) may be an integral function even though the 
abscissa of convergence of the series is finite. This is shown by 
the above example of the series for (1 — 2 1 ~*)£(a) This is an 
integral function, since the pole of ((e) at s = 1 is cancelled by 
the zero of 1—2 1 -®. But the corresponding series converges for 
a > 0 only. 

On the other hand, the series for £(s), § 9.1 (2), has a singu¬ 
larity on its line of convergence. This is a particular case of the 
following theorem. 

If a n 0 for all values of n, then the real point of the line of 
convergence is a singularity of f(s). 

The proof is similar to that of the corresponding theorem for 
power series (§ 7.21). 

We may suppose without loss of generality that a 0 — 0. Then 
if s — 0 is a regular point, the Taylor’s series for /(«), at the 
point 8=1, has a radius of convergence greater than 1. Hence 
we can find a negative value of s for which 


op 

/(»> = 2 


(»-!)■ 


L-! 


/ (r) (l)= 


y ( 1 — s) v y (log n) v a n 

v=o n-i 

But every term in this repeated series is positive. Hence the 
order of summation may be inverted, and we obtain 


f( S ) = y y 

4—4 71 4-4 v! 

n=1 v=0 

— V g(l-s) log n ___ V ' 
n £4 7 i*' 


n-*\ 
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Thus the Dirichlet series is convergent for a negative value of 
s, contrary to hypothesis. 

9.3. Asymptotic behaviour of the function as t oo. The 

function f(s) is bounded in any half-plane included in the half- 
plane of absolute convergence. 


For 



n=l n=I 


for o^a>a, and all values of t 


If the series 



n -1 


is convergent, we cun take and the function is bounded 

in the half-plane of absolute convergence. This is true, for 
example, of the function 

^ ^ 2 n" log 2 n 

But in general the half-plane of absolute convergence is not 
a region where f(s) is bounded, even if we exclude the neigh¬ 
bourhood of singularities on the line o ~ a (see § 9 32). 

Even in the half-plane of absolute convergence, the behaviour 
of f(a-\-it) as t -f co is, in general, rather complicated. Take, for 
example, a senes with real positive coefficients in which 


O0 


2 

n- 3 


<032-° 


for a certain value of 0 Then 


RfU) — V 0,1 C0R ^ log a 4 ° a _ S h 

l{ ’ n" 1 2" Z,fi» 


n = 3 


for t — ‘2mnI\og 2, m — 1, 2. Also 

R/W <«,-£+2 £ 

n =3 


for t — (2m-f- l)7r/log 2, m — 1, 2,.. . Hence R f(s) oscillates as 

t -> 00. 


9.31. The following theorem is due to Dirichlet Given N real 
numbers c lt c a ,..., c A -, a positive integer q, and a positive number r. 


v 



298 DIRICHLET SERIES 

we can find a number t in the range r < t ^ rq N , and integers 
x N , such that 

(n = 1, 2 ,..., N). 

The proof is based on the argument that if there are wi+l 
points in m regions, there must be at least one region which 
contains at least two points. 

Consider the A-dimensional unit cube with a vertex at the 
origin and edges along the coordinate axes. Divide each edge 
into q equal parts, and thus the cube into q N equal compart¬ 
ments. Consider the <?‘ v +1 points in the cube 

(^ c i [^ c i] i hc% [ Ac 2 ],..., Ac a .—[ Ac a »] ), 
where A takes the values 0, r,..., rq N . At least two of these 
points must lie in the same compartment. If they are given by 
A = X v A = A 2 (A, < A 2 ), then there are integers x v x 2 ,... such that 
(A 2 —Aj)c„—< 1/q (n= 1, 2 Al¬ 

and so t = A 2 —A x gives the required result. 


9.32. We can now deduce the following theorem. 

If f(s) — J a n n ~ a > where a n ^zQ for every value of n, and where 
2 a n n-° is divergent , the function f(s) is not bounded in the region 
o > a, |<| ^ t 0 > 0. 

That there may be no singularities on the boundary of this 
region is shown by the function £(s) = 2 n ", which is regular 
except at s = 1. We make |<| ^ t 0 to exclude the neighbourhood 
of the point s — d, where there is a singularity. 

We have, for every value of N, and o>5, 

n=l iV+1 

and so I/Ml 2£‘‘""’‘H 2 5 

n=l '/V+l 

»=i y +1 

By Dirichiet’s theorem there is, for given N and q, a number 
t (t< l < rq N ) and integers x lt ..., x N , such that 


t log n 
2 IT 


-*» <■ 


(n= 1, 2,..., N). 
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Hence cos(< log n) > cos(2 irjq) for these values of n, and so 

N „ N 


2^cos(<logn)>co S ^2^ 

n-1 * n=l 




A + l 


Hence, taking q = 6, say, so that cos 2 n/q = J, 


l/WI>i/(a)-2V^. 

r n° 

JV + l 


Given any y>ositive number H, we can choose a—a so small 
that f(a) > 4 H (since f(a) -> oo as a -> 5). Having fixed a, we 
can choose N so large that 


CD 

2 


< IH. 
n° 2 


Then |/(«)| > H, and the result follows. 

9.33. In the half-plane of convergence, the function may, for 
certain values of t, become as large as a power of t. For example, 
the function f(s)~ (1 — 2 1 -*)£{«), referred to in §9.13, satisfies 
the inequality | f( 8 )\ > At^~ a 


for some arbitrarily large values of t, and values of a between 
0 and £.* 

On the other hand, the function cannot have values greater 
than every power of t. This is shown by the following theorem. 
We have /(«) = 0(|*|i-<*-«.>+«) 


as |<| -► oo, for any value of a between & 0 and c 0 +l; and also 
uniformly in the half-plane to the right of any such line. 

Suppose first that 2 a n is convergent. Then a n and s H are 
bounded. Now (§ 9.14 (1)) 


N M N . . . 

1 1 

<6n* ^ n* £-> n (n* (n -f 1)* 


8 m 


1 1 M +1 

If a > 0, the last term tends to zero as N 

M 

m 

T n M +1 


S^+2 a »n- 

1 I/J.1 ' 


(in+iy 1 (N+iy 

► oo, and we obtain 

1 \_«AT_ 

(n+lW (M+iy 


* See Miscellaneous Examples, no. IS. 
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Hence, by § 9.11 (2), if 0 < a < 1, 

mi 

< AM l -°+AtM- a +A. 

Taking M = [<], we obtain 

f(s) = 0(fi~°) (0 0<1), 

and similarly f(s) — OH 1 -*) (0< a < 1, a > a). In the general 
case, the series 2 a n n ~' i® convergent for s = cr 0 -(-e, and we 
obtain the above case by changing the origin to this point. 
Hence the general result follows. 

9.4. Functions of finite order. At this point we adopt a 
slightly different point of view. We have so far considered f(s) 
as being defined by the series and we have confined 

our attention to the half-plane of convergence of the series. It 
may, however, be possible to continue the function outside this 
half-plane. The function, so defined, may be regular in a wider 
half-plane; o^it may be regular in a wider half-plane except for 
a certain finite region We shall now consider the relations 
between a function defined in this way, and the Dirichlet series 
from which it originated. 

The theorem of § 9.33 suggests that it will be particularly 
interesting to consider functions which satisfy the condition 

/(»)=“ 0(W*) 

for some positive value of A. A function which satisfies this 
condition for a particular value of a is said to be of finite order 
for that value; if the condition is satisfied uniformly for 

^ a ^ a it we say that the function is of finite order in 
this strip. Similarly we can define a function of finite order 
in a half-plane a ^ a v 

We have seen that any function defined by a Dirichlet series 
is of finite order in a half-plane included in the half-plane of 
convergence. It may be of finite order outside this half-plane; 
for 1(8), for example, <r 0 = 1; but (§ 9.13) 

£(*) = (l-2i-)** T ( ~! r (u > 0), 

Zw n 9 

ft -1 
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and hence, by § 9.33, 

£(*)=» 0(|<|1-+*) (0<<r<l). 

9.41. The function, p(o-). The least number p such that 
/(«) = 0(\t\t) for £ > fi is called the order of /(«) for that parti¬ 
cular value of o. Thus p is a function of a. 

The main properties of the function /x(<r) follow from the 
Phragmdn-Lindelof theorem proved in § 5.65. Suppose that /(«) 
is regular and of finite order for crj ^ a ^ o 2 , t ^ t 0 , and let 
p(otj) = pj, p(ct 2 ) = /x 2 . Then, if < is any positive number, 

/<*,+#) = 0(^+‘), /(a t +i<) = 0(tf i >+ f ). 

Hence, by the theorem referred to, 

/(a) = 0 (1^) (aj < a < a 2 ), 

where *(a) = K-^i+O+la-^+e) 

°2 °l 

Making « -> 0, it follows that 

(0^0^ (To). ( 1 ) 

°i °i 


Hence the function p(rr) is convex doivnuurds 
It follows also that fx(a) is continuous (§ 5.31). 

Secondly, n(o) = 0 for sufficiently large values of a; for since 
/(s) is bounded for a >5, p{o) < 0 for ct > o; on the other hand, 
if a m is the first coefficient in the Dirichlet series which does 


not vanish, 



n=m+1 


which can be made positive by taking o large enough. Thus 
|/(*)|, considered as a function of t, has a positive lower bound 
if a is large enough. Hence fi(o) ^ 0, so that in fact /x(cr) = 0. 

If now fx(o) were negative for any value a, in the region where 
/(«) is of finite order, it would follow from (1), with c 2 so large 
that /x 2 = 0, that p(c) < 0 for o l < a < o- 2 ; and we have shown 
that this is impossible if is large enough. Hence p(a) is never 
negative. 

In particular, /i(a) = 0 for a > 5; for we have already shown 
that fi( or) ^ 0 for a > 5. 
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Again, take a a > 5 in (1), ao that fi t = 0. Then if ^ > 0, 

H(a) < ffa ° ^ < p, (a> ffi). 

a i 

Hence fi(o) is a steadily decreasing function of a. 

9.42. Perron’s formula . We next require an expression for 
the sum s n as an integral. This is a particular case of the 
following theorem. 

If x is not an integer, c is any positive number, and a > o 0 — c, 
then c-Hoo 

T5s= ! f /(.+») ^iw. (1) 

n * 2m J w 


n<x 


c—ix> 


Suppose first that a > 5— c. Then the series for f{s J r w) is 
absolutely and uniformly convergent, and we have 

C+iT f+tT , 


c-iV 


e-tU 1 


—. f f(s+w)~ dw — f V ° n — dw 
m J w 2m J 4* n‘ +w w 

!+»T 

/© 


1 

2m 7i* 


dw 
w ’ 


( 2 ) 


Now by § 3.126 


c-iU 


c+ioo 


1 r /x\“ dw _ 1 

2jrt J \n/ w 0 


(n < x) 
(n > x). 


It is therefore sufficient to prove that we can replace U and T 
in (2) by oo; that is, we want 


r V°" f ( X S° dw — n 

4* n* J (nj w 


c+iT 


with a similar result for U. 
Now for a fixed x, 

e+t« 


dw 


nf w 


c+iT 


c+iT 


e+i« 


(log xjn)(c-\-iT) log x/n 


’ dw 
nj w* 


c+iT 




Henoe 


PERRON’S FORMULA 
_ e-M®, _ 

V fs f (-Y — = o(- Y 

j w w \ T ±^ na ^y 

1,1 c+iT * 1 
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and the result (for a > 5—c) follows. 

Suppose next that u 0 —c < a < 5—c. Let a > 5—a, and con¬ 
sider the integral , „ 

I /(a-f-ie) — dw 

taken round the rectangle formed by the lines R(w) = c, 
R(tt>) = a, I(u>) = —U, I(w) = T. By the theorem of § 9.33, the 
integrand is 0{t ~^ , + e -°«)+*) 

and so the integrals along the horizontal sides tend to zero as 
U —*• oo, T -> oo. The integrand is regular inside the rectangle, 
and so, by Cauchy’s theorem, 

c-ft«> • a+ioo 

} ■ f /(*+«>) — dw = 1 . f f(s+w) — dw. 

2m J w 2m J w 

a—too 

Smce a > a—a, the right-hand side is equal to ]£ a n n ~ > > hy the 

n<* 

first part. This completes the proof. 

The particular case a = 0 is 

C+tOO 

2 a n — i f /(“>) (C > Or 0 ). (3) 

»<* J w 

C—too 

This is Perron’s formula. 

9.43. There are several other formulae of the same type as 
Perron’s. One which we Bhall use later is 


j 2s, 

n‘ 


c+ioo 




»«1 


L f 

2 -rriX J 


c-i® 


(s+w)S~ w dw. 


where 8 > 0, A > 0, and c > 0, c > 5—a. To prove this, write 
the right-hand side as 

c+<® 


L f r/- 
2 w*A J \A, 


n® 1 


n ,+w 


S-'o dw. 


and observe that we can invert the order of summation and 
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integration by ‘absolute convergence’. We therefore obtain 


C+lOO 




and the result follows from § 8.441, ex. (iii). 

9.44. The theorem of § 9 42 enables us to obtain a result of 
the opposite type to the previous ones—we can pass from the 
order of the function to the convergence of the series. 

The Dirichlet series is convergent in the half-plane where f(s) 
is regular and p.(a) = 0 

Let s be a point in the interior of this half-plane, and let 8 be 
a positive number so small that a—8 is still in the same half-plane. 
Let c > a —<x — ] — 1 (so that the simpler case of the theorem of § 9 42 
can be used). We deform the contour of § 9 42 (1) into the form 
c — ico, c—iT, —8—iT, —8+r'T, c-f?T, c-f-tco, 


where T > \t\. In doing so we pass over a pole at w — 0, with 
residue f(s). Hence 


C->T -8-tT -S + 'T CUT ( I i® . 

J+J + J + J + J )/(« + “') ~ dw - 

c— 1 » c—iT —S — iT — 8 + 1 7’ t-\\T 

Since we are in the half-plane where p(a) — 0, we have 
f(s) = 0(\t\ f ) for every positive «. Hence 

-8+iT t 8 

J /(.+»> £*»= J om+ W} f s ,“ v vt) 

-8-1 T -T 

c+iT c 

and J f(s+w) — dw = J 0(T‘) J dv = 0{ufT‘~'). 

-8-H T -8 

A similar result holds for the integral over ( c—iT, —h—iT). 
Finally, as in § 9.42, 


2S-*> 

n<x 

1 

i 


r-H® 

C X w 

f(s+w) — dw = 

c+iT 


c+i«> 


2^J 

»“i c+tT 


/xV° dw 
\nj w 



Kl \ 

n ff+c |logx/n|/' 
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We may suppose without loss of generality that x is half an 
odd integer. Then 

|logx/»t > log{(n-H)/n} > A/n. 

Hence the above expression is 


' n=l ' ' ' 


since o-\-c —1 > 5. 

A similar result holds for the integral over (c—ico,c—iT); 
and adding, we obtain 

2 a n n-‘-f(s) = Oix-lT^+Oi^T'- 1 ). 

n<x 


Taking T — z 2 *, this is 

0(x~ & + 2cc )+0(x- c **‘), 

which tends to zero as x -> co if e < 8/2c and e < l. This proves 
the theorem. 

A more general theorem of the same type is given in Landau’s 
Harulbuch, § 238, Satz 57. 


9.45. Let a ( be the abscissa limiting the half-plane where 
/(«) is regular and of the form 0(l f ) Then we have proved that 

a 0 ^ a e ^ 5 

It is not easy to give an example where these numbers are 
all different. There is some reason to suppose that, for the 
function (1 — 2 1 -*)£(«), we have a e == 1, so that the three numbers 
are 0, and 1 respectively. But this has not been proved. 


9.5. The mean-value formula. If a >5, 

lim f |/(s)| 2 (ft— V • 

J uv n Z, n 2a 

i 

For I/Ml’ =2 



n=l 



the series being absolutely convergent, and uniformly con¬ 
vergent in any finite f-range. Hence we may integrate term by 
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tram, and obtain 


i/uwr*-S§F+22 


a m a n 2si n(7 , iogw/m) 
m°n a 2T log njm 


The factor involving T is bounded for all T, m, and n, so that 
the double series converges uniformly with respect to T; and 
each term tends to zero as T -*■ oo. Hence the sum tends to 
zero as T oo, and the result follows. 

9.51. The mean-value half-plane. Let a m be the least 
number such that /(«) is regular and of finite order, and the 
mean-value formula holds, for every a greater than a m . We 
shall call the half-plane a > o m the mean-value half-plane. This 
expression is justified by the following theorem:* 

If /(s) is regular and of finite order for a > a, and 


X 

2 ^ J 


is bounded as T -> oo, then 

( 2 , 

_ji n -1 

for a>tx, and uniformly in any strip a < o 1 < a < a 2 . 

Starting with the formula of § 9.43, and moving the contour 
to R(tt>) = a—< t, where o> a, we pass a pole at m;= 0, with 
residue A/(«); and if A > a-—a, no other pole is passed. Hence 

2 £ “ da' / r 

= o{8"-“ j e~ A ™\f{a+i{t+v)}\ dvj 
' —00 ' 

by the asymptotic formula for the T-function (§ 4.42, ex. (i)). 
Now if |<1 < T, 

00 03 

J t~ Av |/{a-j-i(t+u)} j dv= 01 | dv\ = 0(e~ AT ), 

S T \T ' 

• Carlson (1). The theorem is analogous to Parseval's theorem for Fourier 
aeries (f 13.54). 
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and a similar result holds for the integral over (— 00 ,—2 T). 
Also, by Schwarz’s inequality,* 

{ it .a 

j e~‘* |e, l/{a+»(<+t>)}l di>| 

-tT ' 

2 T tT 

<T J e~ A ^\f{a+ t(<+v )}| 2 dv J e~ AM dv 

-tT -tT 

tT 

<A j e _ ^ l * l j/{a-)-t(i-f-v)}| a dr. 

-tT 

Hence 


V ?£ e -<n8)A —/(«) 

£-1 n* 


tT 

< AS s "-*“ J e~ A ™\f{<x+Ht+v)}\* dv +AS* , -*e-* T , 


-tT 


and, integrating with respect to t over (— T, T), 

T 

-T 

2T T 

< AS 2 "- 2 ® J c-^'" dv j [/{«+t(f+t>)}| 2 <« +0(8*"-*“). 


Now 


-tT 


-T 
T+v 


/ |/{<*+*(H-e)}| 2 <a= J [/(«+*) | 2 d<=0(T) 

-r -t+* 

uniformly for |u| < 2T h Hence 

T 


1 f 

2 Tj 


.-(n3) A 


-/(*) 


dt = OCS 2 "- 20 ) 


uniformly with respect to T. Hencef 

T T 


h ||2£ *}'-(g> | W ■“}*” °‘ s ~> < 3 > 


uniformly with respect to T. 


* See P.M. Ch. VII, ex. 42; or § 12.41 below. 

f By Minkowski’* inequality (§ 12.43), but only in the ease where f> — 2 
and the function* are continuous. 
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If 8 > 0, the series ^ a n n- , e~ ini ^ is absolutely convergent, 
and so, by § 9.5, 

T 


lim-4 f V5s e -<-ii*’* = y JfsL* 

T—=c2 T J | n‘ £-> n 2a 

— T 


a-2 (n&f 


( 4 ) 


Taking, say, 5 = 1, it follows from (3) and (4) that 


i 

^ / l/W! 

-T 


2 dt< A. 


Hence by (3), with any positive S, 




and so, since 8 may be as small as we please, 


y KP 

n 2a 


is convergent, and 

limYMV^^y M\ 

S-t-o n ia n 2a 

Given c, we can choose 8 so that the absolute value of the 
left-hand side of (3) is less than e, for all values of T, and so 

that ,, — u vi 

p—2(nhr I . 




< e - 


Having fixed 8, we can, by (4), choose T 0 so large that 

T 




-T 

for T > T a . Then 


< e. 


-(2^r 

— T ' 


< 3e 


for T > T 0 , and the theorem is proved. 

9.52. If |/(*)| a has a mean-value, for o = a, then the Dirichlet 
series is absolutely convergent for a > a+1. In symbols. 
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It follows from the above theorem that 

NT loJ* 
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Zw«*“+2« 

is convergent for every positive e. Now 

Z< »* Zw n 2a+2e ^ n^o-nx-zi 

' n= 1 1 1 ' n -l n«i 

and this is bounded if e is small enough and a— a > £. This 
result was obtained in another way by Hardy (10). 

9.53. If /(s) is bounded for a > a, then £ l® n ! 2n '" s “ ** con¬ 
vergent; if |/(«)| ^ M, then 

I a'~ 


I 


,2a 




This also follows from the theorem of § 9 51. For 

T 

2^ = lim 2 'fj 

-T 

for every a > a, and making a -> a the result follows. 

If we assume that f(s) is bounded, the analysis of § 9.51 can, 
of course, be very much simplified. 

9.54. Another consequence of these theorems is that a strip 
in which/(«) is bounded, but in which the Dirichlet series is not 
absolutely convergent, can be at most of breadth $. 

9.55. The Dirichlet series converges in the half-plane in which 
f(s) is regular and of finite order, and 

T 

-T 

exists. That is, <r 0 fC cr m . 

We have first to deduce an ‘order’ result for f(s) from the 
given mean-value result. 

We havef(s) = 0(|t|*) uniformly in any strip a ^ owhere 
a > o m . 

Let s be a point of the strip (a, fi), R a number less than 1 and 
less than a— a m , independent of t. Then, if 0 < p < R, 

m =L j 
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Henoe, by Schwarz’s inequality, 

*«■ %n 2 « 

£ 0 0 0 
Multiplying by p, and integrating with respect to p from 0 to 
R, we have R tn 

m\m J J i/(«+pe*)i*p<w 

0 0 

<+« a+fl lil+i 

<^; J J" \f{x+iy)\ 2 dxdy <-L | dx J |/(x+iy)| a dy. 

o—R l—R a-R —I/I —1 

W+i 

Now J \f{x+iy)\ % dy = 0{t) 

-|/|-i 


uniformly in x\ hence 


*i2 a |/(a)| a =0(t). 


which gives the required result. 

We use the same contour integral as in § 9.44, a and or—8 
now being in the half-plane a > o m . Then 


, -8+/T 

J /(*+“') ~ dw 

'-s-<r 


dv 


< X J [W*+”)\' dv f 
" [ J W+*) d J V(S 2 +p») 

—T —T 


Let 

Then 


<f>(v) = J dy = O(v). 

0 


2* 


i/i> 


dv = 




(8 2 +v a ) J(b 2 +T*) 


+ 


T 


f v<f>(v) 

J (8*+**)* 


dv 


-T 


Similarly the integral over (— T, 0) is 0(log T). Henoe 
-S+»r 

J /(«+tv) ^ dw — 0(*-*log T). 

-1-iT 
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Also, by the lemma, 

e+iT c 

f f(s+w)^dw = f 0(VT) J du = 0(a?T^), 

-& +iT -t * 

with a similar result for the integral over ( c—iT, —8—iT). As 
in § 9.44, the remaining integrals are 0(x e T~ 1 ). Hence 

T = 0(x~* log T)+0(afT-*), 

71* 

n<x 

and, taking T — x 2 ** 1 , this tends to 0 as x -> oo, so that the 
result follows. 


9.6. The uniqueness theorem. A function f(a) can have 
at most one representation as a Dirichlet series. More pre¬ 


cisely, if 



in any region of values of s, then a n = b n for all values of ». 

For the series ]£ ( a n —b n )n~* is uniformly convergent in a 
region including part of the given region and extending arbi¬ 
trarily far to the right; and so its sum is the same analytic 
function, viz 0, in the whole region. But, if m is the first value 
of n for which a n b n , 


m+l 


and, as in § 9.41, this is positive if a is large enough. This leads 
to a contradiction, and so proves the theorem. 


9.61. The zeros of /(«). The above argument shows that 
/(«) always has a half-plane free from zeros. 

The problem of the distribution of the zeros of any given f(s) 
is usually a very difficult one, and the results for different func¬ 
tions may be very different. For example, it is supposed that 
all the complex zeros of the function 


1 _ 

1 * 


-*+*-•= <, - 2 ‘-> £W 


lie on the lines ct = 1 (zeros of 1 — 2 1- *) and o = $ (zeros of £(«)); 
the zeros on a — 1 are easily identified, but the remaining state¬ 
ment has never been proved. 

On the other hand, it is known that the function £'(«)/£(*)» 
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which is represented by an absolutely convergent Dirichlet 
series for <r>l, has no zeros in a certain half-plane o>E 
(E > 1), and zeros on lines a = a which are dense everywhere 
in the interval 1 < a < E. 

It is interesting to compare the general problem with the 
particular case where a n = 0 except when n is a power of 2. 
Then the function is of the form 


* 

2 0 00 

i b - z "’ 

«i-n 


n-0 


where z = 2 _< . The series is a power senes as well as a Diriohlet 
series. To each zero z v of the power series corresponds a sequence 
of zeros 


Vv=- - 


log Z y -{-2fliri 
log 2 


(p — 0 , ± 1 j ± 2 ,...) 


of f(s). If z 0 is the zero of smallest modulus (other than 0), /(«) 
has no zero to the right of the line 


__ log l/ l*b I 

log 2 ’ 


there being an infinity of zeros on this line. 


9.62. The function N(o, T). Let t 0 be a positive number 
such that /(«) is regular for t ^ t 0 and a sufficiently large, and 
let N(a,T) be the number of zeros a'-\-it' of f(s) such that 
o' > a, t 0 < t' < T. Then we have the following theorems: 

9.621. If f(s) is of finite order for o ^ a, then 
N(o, T) = 0(T log T) (o > a). 

We can find a number fi so large that lf(s) j has positive lower 
and upper bounds on the line o — fi. Let 0 < 8 < |(/J— a). We 
apply Jensen’s theorem to the circle with centre in8 and 
radius a. If n{r) is the number of zeros of /(s) in the circle 
|«— (fi~\-in8) \ <r, Jensen’s theorem gives 

J J io S i /0+■+ (^— 0 t)e l6 '}! de —log|/(/!f-f»»8)|. 

o u 

Now f(8) — 0(l A ) for a ^ a, and so 

log\f{P+in8+(fi— a)e^| = log|0{(n8+^S—a)^}| < Klogn, 
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where K depends on a, f3, 8,.,. only. Also log|/(/H-m8)| = 0(1); 
hence 

J dr < K log n. 

o 

But 



0 


/3-a 

dr^n(/8 — a— 8) J — 


0-a-S 


> Knifi —a—8), 


and n(j 8—a—S) is, if 8 is small enough, greater than the number 
of zeros in the strip 


a^8-<x- 28, (n—i)8 <<<(»+J)8. 


Denoting this number by i>„, we have therefore 


*n< A log 7!. 

Hence iV(/3—a—28, jT)< 2 v a < AT log T, 
and the theorem follows. 


9.622. If f{s) is bounded for o^ol, 

(or, T) = 0(T) {a > a ). 

The proof is similar to the previous one, but here the factor 
logT obviously does not occur. The example at the end of 
§ 9.61 shows that we may have N(o, T)> AT. 

9.623. Iff(8) has a mean value for o = a, and is of finite order 
for a 3s a, then N ( a>T ) -= 0(T) (a > <x). 

We use the following lemma: 

If is a positive continuous function in {a, b), 

b 

J <f>(t)dt 

a 

Divide the interval (a,b) into n equal parts by the points 
a = x 0 , Xj,..., x n = b. We have 

{4>(Xl)<t>(Xi)-4>( X n)} Vn < {<f>( X l) + ${*%) + - +<£(*„)}/*• 

Hence i ^ lo 8 ^ lo 8 2 ’ 


ji- Jlog *«>*« log 


x 
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1 

6—o 


]> )log 4>{X V ) < log 2 (*»—**-iW**)j- 


Making n -»■ oo, the result follows. 

The theorem may be deduced from Jensen’s theorem by an 
elaboration of the argument of § 9.621, but it is more con¬ 
venient to use the theorem of § 3.8. Applying it to the function 
f(s) and the rectangle T), we have, on taking real parts, 

P T 

2n j N(o, T)da= J logi/(<*-H<)l dt — 

a 

T P P 

~ J logl/GS+tOI dt + j atg/(c7+ir) do — J arg/(a-f il 0 ) do. 

t* ol a 

(i) 

Applying the lemma to the first term on the right of (1), 
we have 


T T 

7 f l - t 0 J log I/(a + if) | dt^~ J log|/(a + i<)| 2 d< 


^^log 



<A 


by hypothesis. Thus the term in question is less than AT. 

Secondly, as in § 9.621, log|/(/J+i<)| is bounded if ft is large 
enough. Hence, if ft is suitably chosen, the second term on the 
right of (1) is 0{T). 

To deal with the third term, suppose first that f(s) is real for 
real s. We can take /J so large that R{/(«)} does not vanish on 
o — ft. Then, as in § 3.66, arg/(a) is bounded on o ~ ft, and, on 
t — T, arg/(a) = 0(q), where q is the number of times R{/(«)} 
vanishes on t = T, a < «r < ft. Now on i = T 


R {/(«)} = i{/(a+iT)+/(a-iT)} = g(o), 

say, and q is the number of zeros of g(z) on the real z-axis such 
that a<z<j3. Since g(z) = 0(T A ), it follows from Jensen’s 
theorem as in § 9.621 that q = 0(log T). Hence the third term 
on the right of (1) is O(log T). 
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If /{#) is not real on the real axis, we can consider instead 
the function - 

2 * 2 

and apply the same proof to this. 

Finally, the last term on the right of (1) is a constant. Hence 

P 

J N(a, T) da = O(T). 


a + 8 


But J N(o, T) cla J X(o,T)do^hN(<x+S,T), 


and the result now follows 


9.7. Representation of functions by Dirichlet series. 

What sort of function can be represented by a Dirichlet series l> 
It would take us much too far to give anything like an 
adequate answer to this question, but wo can give some indica¬ 
tions. It is not difficult to see that a Dirichlet series can only 
represent functions of a very special kind 

If f(f<) is representable bv a Dirichlet series, it must, in the 
first place, be regular and bounded in a certain half-plane (viz. 
a > < 7 -(-e) Further, it must have a mean-value 

T 

27 1 J l/(*+*OI** 

-T 

for all sufficiently large values of a, and the value of the limit 
must decrease steadily as a increases 

Again, if f(s) = J a n n ~*< and x is real, then for a > 5 




n^x 


2sin(7 1 logx/») 
2Tlog xjn 


the term a x occurring if x is a positive integer only. The last 
series, being uniformly convergent in T, tends to zero as T -> oo. 
Hence T 




(x a positive integer), 
(otherwise). 
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This, therefore, is a necessary condition for/(a) to have the form 
2 (the formulae are due to Hadamard). It is, however, 
not sufficient. But it shows what special properties a function 
representable by a Dirichlet series must have. 

If the Dirichlet series reduces to a single term, say f(s) = ak~‘, 
then /(«) is periodic, with period 2ni/logk. The general Dirichlet 

oO 

Beries with period 27rt'/log k is J b n k- n *. If we insert other terms, 

n- 0 

the property of periodicity disapj>ear8; but f(s) always retains 
a certain more general property, which resembles that of 
periodicity, and any such function is said to be ‘almost periodic’. 
It is in the study of almost periodic functions that answers to 
the question which we have raised are to be found We have 
no space to go into this question further But we may Bay 
roughly that, if an almost periodic function takes a certain 
value, it repeats this value, not exacthj, but approximately, an 
infinity of times; and the points where it does this are distri¬ 
buted in much the same way as the periods (a, 2a, 3a,,..) of a 
periodic function. 

The theory of almost periodic functions is due to H. Bohr 
(1), (2), (3). 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 
00 

1. Prove that, if = J a.e-**, then 


/(*) = 


J 


m J 


V> 


~ l <l>[x) dx 


(i) for a > 0, a > a, (u) for a > 0, a > a 0 . 

2. If 0 < 6 < 2n, the function /(«), defined for a > 0 by the equation 




»=1 

is an integral function. 

[Use ©x. 1 and proceed as in the case of £(«).] 

3. The functions defined for a > 1 by the senes 

ao oo 

(a>o.o<&<i), 2 ~r- (a>0) ’ 

«® 1 »=*1 

are both integral functions. [Hardy (7), (10).] 



DIRICHLET SERIES 815 

4. A function represented by a Dinchlet series cannot tend to a limit 
(in the half-plane of absolute convergence) as t -*■ co, unless it is a 
constant. 


£lf /(«) = 2 o.n', then for 


a > a 


Ibn * f 
2TJ 


/(«) dt — a x 


l.m-L f 

2 TJ 


\tt«)\ 2 dt -2 a*. 


■ r — r 

Hence, if /(«) —> a, n l — a, 2 !«„| : ~ |a| 2 . 

Hence l a *|*+KI*+- • = <», 

i.e. a t = 0, a, = 0, ... Hence/(») = a,.j 


5. Show that 


» y*»_> (a > 1), 

£(«) Z n* 


where /i(I) — 1, p(n) = ( — 1)' if n is the product of r different primes, 
and otherwise p{n) — 0. Show also that 


C(«> = vlp(")| 

2 «) Z-! 71' 

n-l 


{(2s) 


[The infinite product for {(«) is given m § 1.44, ex 1 ] 

6. Verify the formulao* 


... UI _ V ({(*)) 3 _ V - V 

■ Z, h* {(&) " Z, n* ’ {(2i)“ " Z, «• ’ 

n 1 

inbei of divisors of 
|lf the expression of n m prune factors is 


n -» 1 n 1 n -1 

where d(n ) denotes the numbei of divisors of n, and a > 1 


n = pT l P?< ■ p,’ 


then 

d(n) — (m, f-1 )(m, + 1) (m r +l) 

Hence 

^ d(n-) _ j-jy (2m + l) 



and 

y [</(«)}* _ J-j- y (nH l) 2 1 

p m-0 ^ ^ 


7. Verify the formulae 

00 

{(s){(s-a) = 2 ^ (a > l.oa-fl). 


* A number of other formulae of this kind are given by P61ya and Szegb, 
Aufgaben, VIII. Abschn., nos 49-04. 
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£(g)C(*-q)£(g-fr)C(s-a-&) 

£(2s —a — b) 


(Tjn)o t (n) 


(ct> l,cr>a+l,cr>6+l,a>a-f-6+l) ( 
where a.(n) denotes the sum of the ath powers of the divisors of n. 
j^The second formula follows from the identity 

_ l-y L| 2 ' 

(1 P" ")(1-P* ')(1 ~P“ 1 * *) 


1 (l-p'-^u*)(l_p<-+ 1 >*) ‘ 

] -p*)o~p*) 2L p™ 


8. Let d t (n), where k — 2, 3, , denote the number of ways of ex¬ 
pressing n as a product of k factors, the order of the factors being taken 
into account. Then 

d t (n) 


«<»>;* 


(ct > 1); 


and 


•y **(»' 

Z, n‘ 
n-l 


n*l p 

where p runs through all prime numbers, and PJz) is the Legendre 
polynomial of degree n [Titchmarsh (8) ] 

9. Show that, if f{s) has the period 27ri/logI, Hadamard’s formulae 
for the coefficients a m (§9.7) aic equivalent to Lament's formulae for 
the coefficients in a power series 

10. A necessary' and sufficient condition that a function /(«) should 

be of the form v 

b. 


2 


is that /(*) should be regular and bounded for sufficiently large values 
of a, and have the period 2mj\ogk. 

11 If a a — 0 unless n is a power of k, then 


o„ - ct - cr, - a,„. 

00 

12. The function f(s) = 2 2 - ” 1 * has the line a — 0 as a natural 

»i-o 

boundary. [See § 4.71 ] 

13. The function/(«) = 2 T 5 ”'. where p runs through all prune num¬ 
bers, has the line o = 0 as a natural boundary. 

[This is a more recondite example than the previous one; see Landau 
and Walfisz (1).] 

* Ramanujan (1). B. M. Wilson (1). 
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/(.) - 2 


{d t (n)Y 

n* 


n=l 


is meromorphic if r = 1, or if r = 2, k = 2; for other values of r and 
A: it has the line a = 0 as a natural boundary. [Estermann (1).] 

16. Show that, for the function £(«), 

ft{o) = 0 (<r > 1), = 1 — 2a (cr < 0), 

and that p.(cr) < 1—a for 0 < a < 1. 

[The result for a < 0 follows from the functional equation for {(a). 
The actual value of fj.(a) for 0 < ct < 1 is not known.] 

16. Calculate the mean value 


lim 

T— 


T 

*J 

-T 


I/(»)!’ * 


(tr > 1) 


for the functions/(«) = £(«), l/£(«), {{(a)} 2 . 

17. Show that, if /(«) is unbounded on any line cr = a in the half¬ 
plane where it is of finite order, it is also unbounded on every line 
a — P < a in the same half-plane. 

18. Show that the function/(s) — (1 — 2>~*)£(a) is unbounded on every 
line cr — at < 1; and that t” '*/(•*) is unbounded on every line or = at, 
where 0 < a < J. 

[The theorem of § 9.32 shows that £(«), and so also (1 — 2 l ~*)£(«), is 
unbounded for cr > 1, [t| > 1. The theorem of § 9.41 then gives the first 
result, and the second result then follows from the functional equation 

for £(«), § 4.44, and the asymptotic formula for the T-function, § 4.42.] 

» 

19. If *„ = 2 bounded, then f(s) = 2 is regular for o > 0; 

r=l 

and, if /(«) has a pole on cr = 0, it is at most of the first order. 


[ If = 2 <*». we have 

/<«> - * J $3 **= oL J =og)-] 

i ' i ' 

20. If «, ~ n, then /(«) ~ l/(«— I) as j-+ I by real values greater 
than 1. 

If ~ n log*n, where A: is a positive integer, then 


k\ 



CHAPTER X 


THE THEORY OF MEASURE AND THE 
LEBESGUE INTEGRAL 

10.1. Rlemann integration. In the theory of analytio 
functions we have used the familiar definition of an integral 
due to Riemann. In the theory of functions of a real variable, 
however, Riemann’s definition has been almost entirely super¬ 
seded by a more general one, due to Lebesgue 

Lebesgue’s definition enables us to integrate functions for 
which Riemann’s method fails; but this is only one of its 
advantages. The new theory gives us a command over the 
whole subject which was previously lacking. It deals, so to 
speak, automatically with many of the limiting processes which 
present difficulties m the Riemann theory. At this early stage 
it is difficult to say anything more precise. 

Let us begin by recalling the definition of the Riemann 
integral of a bounded function. Suppose that f(x) is bounded 
in the interval (a, 6); we subdivide this interval by means of the 
points x 0 , x n , so that 

a = x 0 < Xl < .<x n _ 1 <x n = b. 

Let m y , M v be the lower and upper bounds of f(x) in the interval 
x v <x^ x y+v and let 

n —1 n-i 

« = 2 s = 2 M r (x v+1 —x,). 

V=0 p-0 

When the number of division-points is increased indefinitely so 
that the greatest interval x v+1 —x v tends to zero, each of the 
sums a and S tends to a limit. If the limits are the same, their 
common value is the Riemann integral 

b 

J /(*) dx. 

a 

In certain cases, e.g. if f(x) is continuous, we can say definitely 
that this integral exists. 

Suppose in particular that f(x) takes the values 0 and 1 only, 
say f(x) = 1 in a set E, and f(x) — 0 elsewhere. Then it is easily 
seen that s is equal to the sum of the lengths of those intervals 
throughout which f(x) = 1, i.e. intervals consisting entirely of 



SETS OP POINTS 319 

points of E; while 8 is the sum of lengths of intervals which 
include any point of E. If the set E consists of a finite nu m ber 
of intervals, there is no difficulty in proving that s and 8 tend 
to the same limit, viz. the sum of the lengths of the intervals 
of E. 

The Riemann integral of such a function (f(x) — 1 in E, 
0 elsewhere) may be called the extent of the set E. Extent is 
thus a generalization of the length of an interval. The extent 
of E, if it exists, is written e(E), so that 

b 

e(E) = j f(x) dx. 

a 

Whether the extent exists or not, the limits of s and S exist. 
These limits are called the interior and exterior extents* of E, 
and are written e,(E), e e (E). 

The function f(x) is called the characteristic function of the 
set E. 

It is easy to define a set which has no extent. Let E be the 
set of all rational values of x m (a, b). Since every interval con¬ 
tains both rational and irrational numbers, we have m r — 0, 
M„ =. 1, for all modes of division and all values of v Hence 
a = 0, S — b—a, and consequently 

e i(E) = 0, e e (E) — b—a 

The extent of this set is therefore undefined, and the charac¬ 
teristic function/(x) has no Riemann integral. 

In the general case we may say that the definition of the 
extent of E depends on the consideration of certain sets of 
intervals related to E, the number of such intervals being 
always finite. 

Lebesgue’s generalization is in the first place a generalization 
of extent; and it consists fundamentally in removing the restric¬ 
tion that our sets of intervals must be finite. Before we can 
introduce it formally we must make some further remarks about 
sets of points. 

10.2. Sets of points. For the fundamental ideas concerning 
sets of points we refer to Hardy’s Pure Mathematics, Chapter I. 

We usually denote sets of points by E, E v ... and suppose 


* The exterior extent, is sometimes called the content. 
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them all to lie within a finite interval (a, 6). We denote by CE 
the complement of E, i.e. the set of all points of the interval 
(a, b) which do not belong to E. 

If E x and E 2 are two sets, we denote by E x -f E 2 the set of 
all points belonging to E x or E z , and by E l E i the set of all 
points belonging to both E x and E 2 . The notation is suggested 
by the fact that, if /,(x), f 2 (x) are the characteristic functions 
of E x and E t , then f l (x)f 2 (x) is the characteristic function of 
E 1 E 2 ; while, if E t and E 2 have no common points, fi(x)+f t (x) 
is the characteristic function of E x +E 2 . 

Note that C(E x -\-E 2 ) — CE X . CE 2 . 

The notation extends in an obvious way to any finite number 
of sets; also, if there are an infinity of given sets E v E v ..., then 
E x +E 2 + ... denotes the set of points belonging to any of the 
given sets, and E X E 2 ... denotes the set of points belonging to 
each of the given sets. 

By E x < E 2 we mean that every point of E x is a point of E 2 . 
Two sets are said to ‘overlap’ if they have common points. 

An infinite set of points is said to be enumerable if it is possible 
to define a one-to-one correspondence between the points of the 
set and the integers 1, 2, 3,...; that is, we must be able to arrange 
the points in a sequence x v x 2 , x 3 ,... such that every point 
occupies a definite place in the sequence. For example, the set 
of numbers 1, is enumerable, so is the set J, j, $, ... 

The set of all rational fractions is enumerable, for we can 
arrange them as follows: 

h f> £> !>••• 

taking the denominators in order of magnitude, then the 
numerators. 

The ‘sum’ of two enumerable sets is enumerable; for if E x 
consists of the points x l; z 2 ,. and E 2 of f 1( £ a ,..., then all points 
of E x -\-E 2 are given by the sequence 

£v x t> itf - • 

^ A similar argument applies to any finite number of enumer- 
'' able sets. Further,/Ae sum of an enumerable infinity of enumerable 
\ sets is enumerable ; for let the Bets be E v and let E n consist 
of the points 
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We can arrange the double Infinity oi points x m n as a single 
infinity in various ways, e.g. by taking together points for which 
m+n — k (k = 2,3,...). and in each such group taking m in¬ 
creasing; thus 

X l,l< X 1 2> X 2 , 1 ' X l, 3> x 2 , 2 ’ x a,v X l,i< — 

This proves the theorem. 

Finally a subset of an enumerable set is enumerable. For any 
sub-set of x x , x t , x 3 , . clearly has a first member, a second 
member, a third member, and so on, and this gives the required 
enumeration. 

10.201 . The reader might begin to suspect that all sets were 
enumerable; but this is not the case. The set of all numbers 
between 0 and 1 is not enumerable. 

To prove this, suppose on the contrary it were possible to 
arrange all such numbers in a sequence x v x 2 ,.... Suppose each 
such number expressed as an infinite decimal (‘terminating’ 
decimals end with an infinity of 0’s, we exclude a recurring 9). 
We then form a new decimal £, such that, for every value of n, 
the nth term in the decimal for £ exceeds by 1 the nth term in 
the decimal for x„, if it is 0, 1,. ,7, and is 0 if it is 8 or 9. This 
rule defines £ completely, and £ does not end with a recurring 
9. But £ is a number between 0 and 1, and is different from 
any of the numbers x n . This contradicts the assumption that 
the sequence x n contains all the numbers between 0 and 1. 

A similar argument applies to any interval. We call all the 
points of an interval a continuum. Our result is that a continuum 
is not enumerable. 

10.202. A point £ is called a ‘limit-point’ of a set E if, how¬ 
ever small S may be, there are points of E, other than £, in the 
interval (£—S,£-j-S). (See P.M., p. 30, where a limit-point is 
called a ‘point of accumulation’.) 

A set which contains all its limit-points is called a closed set. 
Thus an interval together with its end-points is a closed set. 
Such an interval is called a closed interval. 

An open interval is an interval without its end-points. An 
open set is the complement of a closed set with respect to an 
open interval. 

An open set consists of an enumerable set of non-overlapping 
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open intervals. For let E be an open set, and let a: be a point 
of E. Then, for sufficiently small values of 8, the interval ( x , x-f 8) 
consists entirely of points of E; for otherwise x would be a limit- 
point of CE, so that CE would not be closed. Let 8j be the 
upper bound of values of 8 with this property. Then £ belongs 
to E for <x+8 1 ; but x-j-8, is not a point of E, since, if 
it were, the interval of pomts of E would extend beyond it, by 
the above argument. 

Similarly there is a number S 2 such that £ is in E for 
x— S 2 <£ < x, while x— S 2 is not in E. 

Thus a; is a pomt of an open interval (x—S 2 ,x-f8 1 ) of points 
of E. 

Similarly all points of E fall into open intervals To arrange 
these intervals as an enumerable sequence, take first the inter¬ 
val, if there is one, greater than \(b—a), next, in the order in 
which they occur on the line, those whose length is ^ \{b—a) 
and > l(b~a), and so on. Every interval of E has a definite 
place in this enumeration. 

The ‘sum’ of two open sets is an open set For if E — E l -\-E i , 
and E l and E 2 are open, every point of E is an intenor point 
of an interval of points of E 

The same argument shows that the sum of any finite number, 
or of an enumerable infinity , of open sets is open In particular 
(the converse of the above theorem), the mm of an infinity of 
open intervals is an open set. 

Also if E x and E 2 are open sets, then E 1 E i is open For a 
point of E x E t is an interior point of intervals both of E x and 
of E t ; and so it is not a limit-point of C(E l Ef), which consists 
of points of either CE X or CE 2 . 

This argument cannot be extended to an infinity of sets; 
e g. if E n is the open interval —ljn<x< 1 jn, then E X E 2 . is 
the single point x = 0. 

10.21. The measure of a set of points. We are now in a 
position to define a new generalization of ‘length’. Instead of 
starting from a finite number of intervals, we start from an 
open set, which may contain an infinity of intervals. 

The measure of an open set is defined to be the sum of the 
lengths of its intervals. This sum is, in general, the sum of an 
infinite series. It is always convergent, since the sum of any 
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finite number of terms is the sum of the lengths of a finite 
number of non-overlapping intervals, all contained in an interval 
(a,b), and so is not greater than b—a. Hence the measure of 
any open set contained in (a, 6) does not exceed b—a. 

The exterior measure of a set E is the lower bound of the measures 
if all open sets which contain E. It is denoted by m e (E). It is 
clear that 0 ^m e (E) <b-a. 


I 


and that, if F, < E 2 , then m f {Ej) ^.m e (E 2 ). 

\ The interior measure, m t (E), is defined by the formula 


m t (E) —- b—a—m r (CE) 

If m { (E) — m t {E), then the set E is said to be measurable, and 

the common value of m t (E) and rn c (E) is called its measure, and is 

denoted by m{E). 

We have also . „ 

mfCE) = b—a—m e (E). 


If E is measurable, so that m t (E) — m f (E), it follows that 
mfCE) — m e (CE). Hence CE is measurable, and 
m(E)-\-m(CE) — b—a. 


Notice that we have given two definitions of the measure of 
an open set, one direct and one indirect. It will appear before 
long that they are equivalent Meanwhile, in arguments in¬ 
volving open sets, we use the direct definition. 


I 10.22. For any set E we have 

m ( {E) ^ m e (E). 

For, by the definition of exterior measure, there are open sets 
O and O', including E and CE respectively, and such that 
m(0) < m,(E)+e, 
m(O') < m e (CE )~f e. 

If t > 0, every point of the interval (a-\-t,b— e) is an interior 
point of an interval of O or of O’ ; and so, by the Heine-Borel 
theorem,* we can select from these intervals a finite set, say Q, 
which together include (a-f-e,6—e). Then plainly 
m(Q) ^3 b—a—2e 

and m(Q) ^m{0)+m(0’). 


* P.M. § 105. In the proof there given we start with an interval ending at 
a, whereas here there is an in ten al including a. This does not affect the proof. 
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Combining these inequalities we have 

b—a < m e (E)-\-m e (CE)-\-4e. 

Making e -> 0, it follows that 

b—a sC m e (E)-\-m e (C E), 

which is equivalent to the result stated 

If rn e (E) = 0, it follows that m t (E) — 0 Hence E is measurable, 
and its measure is zero. 

In particular an enumerable set is measurable, and its measure 
is zero For let the set be x j, x 2 ,. . . Include x x in an interval 
of length e. If this does not include x 2 , we can include x 2 in an 
interval of length ; and so generally x n in an interval of length 
e/2". Thus the given set can be included in an open set of 
measure not greater than 2«. Since e may be as small as we 
please, the exterior measure of the set is zero. Hence its measure 
is zero. 

10.23. We now come to the two fundamental theorems in 
the theory of measure. 

First fundamental theorem. If E,, E 2 , , E,„... are 
measurable sets, then the set E — E x -\- E 2 -\- E 3 -\-... is measurable, 

ai, d m(E)^Lm(E x )-\-m(E 2 )-\-.... 

If E j, E 2 ,... do not overlap, then the equality holds 

Second fundamental theorem. If E v E 2 ,. are measurable 
sets, then the set E X E 2 E 3 ... is measurable. 

That is, the set of points belonging to any of the sets E v E 2 ,... 
is measurable, and so is the set of points belonging to all of them. 

We shall begin by proving two lemmas on open sets, the first 
of which is the first fundamental theorem for open sets. We 
next prove a general theorem on extenor measure, and deduce 
from it the first fundamental theorem for the case where the 
sets do not overlap. Then we obtain the second theorem for 
two sets, and use it to complete the first theorem. Finally we 
use this result to complete the second theorem. 

10.24. If 0 V 0 2 ,... are open sets (overlapping or not), and 

O = O x -\- 0 2 -{-0 3 -)-..., 

then m(0)^m(0 1 )+m(0 2 )+ ... (1) 

We assume the convergence of the series on the right, since 
otherwise the theorem is meaningless. 
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Let the intervals of 0 n be (wi= 1, 2,...), and 

let those of 0 be (A k ,B k ) (k = 1,2,...). Let e be a positive 
number less than \{B k —A k ). Then every point of the interval 
(A k -\-e, B k —e) is an interior point of one of the intervals 
(a m n ,b m „) which make up (A k B k ). If denotes a summa¬ 
tion over these intervals, it follows from the Heine-Borel 
theorem, as in the previous proof, that 

Bk~A k ~2e 2* (b m , n — a m.n) 

Making e -> 0, we obtain 

( 2 ) 

and, summing with respect to k, 

(3) 

1 l 

Since a convergent double senes of positive terms can be 
summed in any manner, the right-hand side of (3) can be re¬ 
arranged in the form 

t S 1 m (0„). 

n -1 -m- I n l 

This proves the theorem 

If none of the sets overlap, each interval (A k ,B k ) coincides 
with one interval (a m b m „), and the inequalities (2) and (3), 
and so also (1), become equalities. 

10.241. If 0 and O' are open sets which together include all 
points of the interval ( a,b ), then 

m(OO’) 5^ m(0)+m(0')—(6— a) 

By the Heine-Borel theorem we can select finite sets of the 
intervals of 0 and O', say Q from 0 and Q' from O', such that 
Q and Q' together include the whole interval (a-j-e,6—«); and 
we may, by adding further intervals if necessary, suppose that 

0 = Q+R, O' = Q' + R', 
where m(R) < c, m(R') < e. Now 

00' < QQ'+R+R', 
so that by the previous lemma 

m(OO') < m(QQ')+m(R)+Tn(R') < m(QQ')+2e. 
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But m(Q)+m(Q')—m(QQ') ^ b—a— 2e, from elementary con¬ 
siderations, and m(0) ^ m(Q), m{0’) ^ m(Q'). Making c -*> 0, 
the result follows.* 

10.25. If E v E 2 ,... are any sets, and 

E = E 1 -{-E 2 -\--:, 

then m e (E)^m e (E 1 )-\-m e (E 2 )-\-.... 

We can enclose E n in an open set O n such that 

m(O n )<m e {E 1t ) + -^ l - 

Summing with respect to n, and using the result of § 10.24, 
m(0) ^ m{O l )+m{0 2 )+... < m e (E 1 )+m e (E 2 )+ +e 
But 0 is an open set which includes E. Hence 

m e (E) < m(O). 

Hence m e (E) <m e (E 1 )+m e (E z )+. +e, 

and, making e 0, the result follows. 

10.26. If E v E 2> ... are non-overlapping measurable sets, and 

E = Ey-\- E 2 -\- 
then E is measurable, and 

m(E) = m(£,)+m(£j) + .... 

We may suppose that all the sets are included in (a, b). 

(i) Consider first the case of two sets, E = l?j-f i? 2 . We know 
already that 

m e (E) < m f {E 2 )+m r (E 2 ) = m{E x )-\ m(E 2 ). 

Hence it is sufficient to prove that 

m i (E)^m(E 1 )+m{E t ), 

i.e. that m e (CE) < m(C , .£? 1 )-f m(CE t )—(b—a). 

Now we can include CE V CE 2 , in open sets O v 0 t , such that 
miOj) <m(CE 1 )+e, m(0 2 ) <m(CE 2 )~\-e. 

Since E x and E 2 have no common points, CE l and CE t together 
include the whole interval, and hence so do 0 1 and O t . Hence 

m(OiOj) ^ m(0 1 )-f-m(0 2 )—(6—o). 

* Actually the two sides are equal. This follows in due course from the 
first fundamental theorem. 
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But 0j0 2 includes CE. Hence 

m 6 (CE) ^ m(0 x 0 2 ) ^ m(0 1 )-f-m(0 2 ) — (6— a) 

< m(CE 1 )+m(CE i )-\-2e— (6—a), 
and, making e -> 0, the result follows 

(ii) The theorem for any finite number of sets follows by 
repeated application of (i). 

(iii) In the case of an infinity of sets, we have, for all values 
of n, 

™{E x )-\~m(E 2 )-\-. -^-m(E n ) = m(E 'j-f-. -\~E n ) sj 6 —a 
Hence m(E ll ) is convergent. 

Let S n =-= Aj-f- -f A„. Then CA -<C CS„, so that 
m t {CE) < m t (CS n ) — m{CS n ) = b—a—miEJ — —m(E n ). 
Making n -> oo we obtain 

m e (CE) < 6— a- £ w(A (1 ), 
ie. »«,(A’) > £ m(E n ) 

Combining this with § 10 25, the result follows 

In particular, taking E v E 2> . to be open intervals, it follows 
that any open set is measurable m the general sense, and that 
the two definitions of the measure of an open set agree Also 
any closed set, as the complement of an open set, is measurable. 

If E x and E 2 are measurable sets, E x being included m E 2 , then 
E 2 —E x is measurable 

For C(E 2 -E X ) = e x + ce 2 

10.27. If E and F are measurable sets, so is EF. 

Let both sets be included in (a, b), and suppose first that F is 
an interval («,/3) Let E x be the part of E in (a,/J), E 2 the 
remainder. Similarly, if 0 is an open set containing E, let 
0 — Oj-fO;, O, and 0 2 are open sets containing respectively 
E x and E 2 , if we neglect the points a and /?, as we obviously 
may; and clearly 

m(0) = wi(0 1 )+ni(0 2 ). 

Taking lower bounds, 

m f {E) = m r (E 1 )+m e (E 2 ). (1) 

Similarly, if e = CE = e 2 +e 2 , 

m e (e) = m^+m^e 2 ). 


Y 


( 2 ) 
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But, since E is measurable, 

m e (E)+m e (e) — b—a, (3) 

and by § 10.25 

m e (E 2 )+m e (e 2 ) > m e (E 2 +e 2 ) = b—a—(p—oc). (4) 

Prom (1), (2), (3) and (4) it follows that 

and hence E 1 is measurable. 

The result js therefore proved if F is an interval, and so, by 
the previous theorem, if F is an open set In the general case 
we can include F in an open set 0, and CF in O', so that 
m(0)-\-m(0') < b—a-\-f Then 

EF < EO, C(EF) = CF+F CE < O' + O.CE, 

so that 

m e (EF)+m e {C{EF)} < m(E0)+m(0') j -m{0 . CE) 

— ?n(0)+m(0') < b— a+« 

Making e -> 0, m e (EF)+m e {C(EF)) < b—a, whence the result. 

If E 1 and E 2 are measurable, the set E of points belonging to 
E 2 but not to E 1 is measurable. 

For E = E 2 .CE v 

10.28. We can now complete the proofs of the fundamental 
theorems. Let E x , E 2 ,... be any sets, overlapping or not, and 
let E be their sum Let 

K - E 2 . CE V E' z = E 3 . C(E t +E 2 ), 

E' t = E i .C(i: i +E' i +E2, 

and so on. Then E v E 2 , E' 3 . are non-overlapping measurable 
sets, and E — E t -)-E' 2 -\-E' 3 -\-.... Hence E is measurable, by 
§ 10.26, and the proof of the first fundamental theorem is com¬ 
pleted, the inequality then stated following from § 10.25. 
Again, if F — E 1 E 2 E 3 . , then 

CF= CE X +CE 2 +.... 

Hence, by what has just been proved, CF is measurable, and so 
F is measurable. This proves the second fundamental theorem. 

. 10.29. Limiting sets. If E v E 2 ,... are measurable sets, each 

j contained in the following one, and E is their sum, then 
■ \ iimm(E n ) = m{E). 
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For the sets E 2 —Ej, E 3 —E 2 , .. are measurable and non- 
overlapping, and 

E = E l -\-{E 2 —■E 1 )+(-^3— -E 2 )-\-..., 

so that 

m(E) = m(E 1 )+m(E 2 —E 1 ) + . 

= hm{m(E 1 )-\-m(E 2 —E 1 )-j- +m(E„ — E n _ 1 )} = hmm(.E„). 

The set E is called the outer limiting set of the sets E v E 2 ,.... 
If each of the sets E i , E 2 , contains the next, and E = E i E 2 ..., 

^ en \imm(E H )--m(E). 

71 

This follows by complementary sets from the previous 
theorem. In this case the set E is called the inner limiting set. 

Unlike most of the theorems on the measure of sets, the first of 
these results holds if ‘measure’ is replaced by ‘exterior measure’, 
whether the sets are measurable or not This remark will be 
useful m the next chapter, where it happens to be inconvenient 
to verify that certain sets are measurable. 

If E is the outer limiting set of a sequence E„, then 

lmi m,{E n ) — m e (E). 

n —mc 

Let E n be included in an open set O n such that 
m(0„)<m c (E, l )-l r e 

Let S n — 0„0 n41 0„ )2 . , and let S — .. . Then 

E„ < S n 0„, E s S, and S„ < $„ +1 , so that .S' is the outer 
hmiting set of the sets S„ (this is not necessarily true for O n , 
which is why we introduce *S'„) Hence 

m c (E) < ni(S) — limwi(tS„) < lim mfE n )-fe, 

and, making « -> 0, ni e (E) lim m t (E n ). But since a set which 
includes E also includes E n , m t {E) > m c (E n ) for every n. This 
proves the theorem. 

10.291. Cantor’s ternary set. The following set of points, 
defined by Cantor, has many interesting properties. 

Divide the interval (0,1) into three equal parts, and remove 
the interior of the middle part Next subdivide each of the two 
remaining parts into three equal parts, and remove the interiors 
of the middle parts of each of them; and repeat this process 
indefinitely. Thus at the pth step we remove 2 J,_1 intervals. 
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W© denote these intervals, from left to right, by 8 Pt k , where 
k runs from 1 to 2P~ X . For each k the length of h p k is 3~*. 

Let E be the set of points which remain. Then E is the set 
of points represented by the infinite decimals 

•«i«r ( 3 ) 

in the scale of 3 (indicated by the final figure), where the 
numbers a v a 2 ,... take the values 0 or 2 only, never the value 1; 
for example, E includes § = -200..., and also *, which can be 
represented as -0222.... In fact the first step described above 
removes from the interval all points for which the first figure 
is a 1 (except -100.. —‘022. ), the second step removes all 
remaining points for which the second figure is a 1 (except 
•010... = -0022..., and -210 .. = -2022 .); and so on. Notice also 
that the end-points of the intervals S p k consist of all decimals 
•a l a r ..(Z), where the digits after a certain point are all 0’s or 
all 2’s. This is obviously true for 8j ,; then S 2 v 8 2 2 are obtained 
by taking the first decimal as 0 or 2 and then the rest as the 
decimals corresponding to the ends of 8 lfl , and so on. Thus the 
general form of the end-points of a 8 p k is 

•a,...a m 0222 ..(3), •a 1 a m 2000. (3) 

The set E is not enumerable; this may be proved in the same 
way that it was proved that the continuum was not enumerable. 
On the other hand, the measure of E is zero; for 

^ 2p-i 

m(E) = 1— Z m ( 8 p.k)= 1 ~ 2,-=°- 

P=1 

We shall refer to this set again in§ 11.72 

Example. Prove that the measure of the set of points in the interval 
(0, 1) representing numbers whose expressions as infinite decimals do 
not contain some particular digit (say 7) is zero. 

10.3. Measurable functions. Let /( x) be a bounded func¬ 
tion of x in the interval a ^ * < b. We denote by E(f > c) the 
set of points in ( a,b) where f(x) > c; and similarly with other 
inequalities. 

The function f(x) is said to be measurable if any one of the sets 
E(f^c), E(f < c), E(f > c), E(f < c) 

is measurable for all values of c. 

Any one of these four conditions implies the other three. 
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Suppose, for example, that the first holds. The second follows 
by complementary sets. Hence also the sets 

*. = ■»(/<« + £) (n = 1,2,...) 

are all measurable. Hence the set 

(E l -E t )+(E t -E 9 )+... = E(c <f<c+ 1) 
is measurable. Hence 

E{f=c) = E(f^c)—E(f^c-\-l)—E{c<f<c+l) 
is measurable, and the result clearly follows from this. 

10.31. General properties of measurable functions. 

(i) Let f be a measurable function, k a constant. Then k+f, kf, 
and in ‘particular —/, are measurable. 

This is obvious. 

(ii) If f and <f> are measurable functions, the set E(f ><f>) is 
•measurable. 

If f ><f>, there is a rational number r such that f>r><f>. 
Hence E(f > <f>) = £ E(f.> r). E(<f> < r) 

r 

where r runs through all rational numbers. Hence the result. 

(iii) Iff and <f> are measurable, so are f-\-<f> and f—<f>. 

For E(f+<f>>c)~ E(f >c—<f>) 

and the result follows from (ii). Similarly for /— <f>. 

^/(iv) If f and <f> are measurable, so is f<f>. 

The function {/(x)} 2 is measurable, for, if c > 0, 

E(P>c)= E(f>ylc) + E(f< — Vc). 

The general theorem then follows from the fact that 

fi = iif+W-W-W 

\ (v) If f n (x) is a sequence of measurable functions, then 

lim/„(*), lim/ n (z), 

n-«o n ~ ux> 

supposed finite, are measurable. In particular, if the sequence 
tends to a limit, the limit is measurable. 

'LetJ(x) = lim/ n (x). Let c be any real number, let 

^m.n =(/n > C + + ^(/n+l > C +-) +-. 

and let E m — E n ^ 1 E m i E m Z ... . By the fundamental theorems 
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E mn and E m are measurable. Now E m , the set of points com¬ 
mon to all the sets F mn , is the set where f y >c+\jm for 
arbitrarily large values of v. Hence 

/—hm/„>c+i>c 

in E m . Let E= E x +E a +E a + . Then E is measurable, and 
f >c at all points of E. Conversely, if f(x) '> c, then there is 
an integer m such that/ v (ar) > for arbitrarily large values 

of v, and so x belongs to one of the sets E m Hence E — E(f> c ), 
which proves the theorem. 

(vi) A continuous function is measurable. For if f(x) is con¬ 
tinuous, it is easily seen that E(f c) is closed. Hence E(f > c) 
is open, and so measurable 

All the ordinary functions of analysis may be obtained 
by limiting processes from continuous functions, and so are 
measurable. The same thing is true of some of the more arti¬ 
ficial functions. For example, 

lim{cos m , 7rx} 2n 

7l-K» 

is the limit of a continuous function, and is equal to 1 if m'x is 
an integer, and otherwise is zero. If r is rational, m'x is an 
integer if m is large enough. Hence 

f(x) — lun lunfeos w/'ttx} 2 ' 1 

m -«c n~ -■*: 

is equal to 1 if x is rational, and to 0 otherwise The fact that 
this function is measurable has, of course, been proved more 
directly (§ 10.22). 

10.4. The Lebesgue integral of a bounded function. We 

are now in a position to define the Lebesgue integral of any 
bounded measurable function. 

If f(x) is the characteristic function of a set E, i e. f(x) = 1 
in E and 0 elsewhere, a natural definition of the integral is 

b 

J" f(x) dx — m{E). 

a 

If f(x) - k in. E and 0 elsewhere, then we take 

b 

j f(x) dx - km(E). 
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In the general case, let a and /3 be the lower and upper bounds 
of f(x). As in the case of Riemann integration, the integral is 
defined as the limit of the sum; but this time the sum is obtained 
by dividing up the interval of variation of f(x). We take 
numbers y 0 ,y v ..., y n rl such that 

«= y 0 < Vi < Vi < - < y n -i <y n = P- 

Let e„ be the set where y v ^f(x) < y v+1 (v = 0 ,. ., n— 1), and e n 
the set where f(x) = jS Since f(x) is measurable, all the sets e„ are 
measurable. Putting y nl i — jS, let 

n n 

* = 1 VMe,.), S = ^ y v +i w(e„). 

p-0 v-0 

The Lebesgue integral of f(x) over (a, b) vs the common limit of the 
sums s and S when the number of division-points y v is increased 
indefinitely, so that the greatest value of y v+ i~y v tends to zero. 

To justify the definition we have to prove that the two limits 
exist and are equal 

Suppose the interval (a, /3) divided up in two different ways, 
each difference y vn —y v m each way being less than e. Let the 
sums formed in these two ways be s, S and s', S'. Then 

S—s = 2 (y v+ i—y v )m(e v ) ^ e f m(e y ) = e(b-a), 

pt_o v = 0 

and similarly S'—s' < e(6— a). 

We now divide up the interval (a, /S) by taking all the division- 
points of the first two ways at once. This gives two more sums, 
s’ and S’. Now the insertion of a new division-point does not 
decrease a lower sum or increase an upper sum; for example, if 
we insert a point ij between y v and y y+1 we have 

yMO < yym{ E (Vv<f< ■n)}+v” l {E{r, ^f<y y+1 )}, 
so that the lower sum is not decreased. Applying this principle 
repeatedly, we obtain 

s<s', s'<s', 

and similarly S’ < S, S’ < S'. 

It follows that the intervals (s, S) and (s', S') have points in 
common, e.g. all points of the interval (s', S'). Hence the 
numbers s, s', S, S' all lie within an interval of length 2e(6— a). 
The existence and equality of the limits then follow from the 
general principle of convergence. 
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‘\ 10.41. Comparison with Riemann’s definition. Perhaps 

the most obvious difference to the beginner is that, in Lebesgue’s 
definition, we divide up the interval of variation of the function 
instead of the interval of integration. This, however, is com¬ 
paratively unimportant. What is essential is that we use the 
general theory of ‘measure’ of sets instead of the more limited 
theory of ‘extent’. It would be possible to build up an integral 
from integrals of characteristic functions, but using extent 
instead of measure. This would be substantially equivalent to 
Riemann’s definition. On the other hand, it is possible to define 
an integral equivalent to Lebesgue's by dividing up the interval 
of integration in a suitable way 

In both Riemann’s and Lebesgue’s definitions we have 
upper and lower sums which tend to limits. In the Riemann 
case the two limits are not necessarily the same, and the func¬ 
tion is only integrable if they are the same In the Lebesgue 
case the two limits are necessarily the same, their equality 
being a consequence of the assumption that the function is 
measurable. 

Lebesgue’s definition is more general than Riemann’s. For 
the characteristic function of the set of rational points has a 
Lebesgue integral, but not a Riemann integral; and we shall see 
later that, if a function has a Riemann integral, then it also has 
a Lebesgue integral, and the two are equal. 

We use the same notation 

b 

J f(z) dx 

a 

for a Lebesgue integral as we have done for a Riemann integral. 
When it is necessary to distinguish a Riemann integral from 
a Lebesgue integral, we shall denote the former by 

h 

R J /(x) dx. 

a 

10.42. Integral over any measurable set. Let E be any 
measurable set contained in an interval (a, b) The integral of 
f(x) over E may be defined in the same way as the integral 
over an interval. The sets e v of § 10.4 are now the sub-sets of 
E where y v ^/(x) < y v+1 ; the proof of the existence of the 
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integral is practically unchanged. The integral is written 

L f{x) dx - 

Any integral over a set of measure zero is zero. For all the sets 
e„ are of measure zero, and so the sums s and S are always 0. 

We might also define the integral by putting f(x) = 0 in CE, 
and then using the definition of the integral over an interval. 
It is easily seen that the two definitions are equivalent. 

10.43. Henceforw’ard we shall assume that all sets and func¬ 
tions introduced are measurable, without always saying so 
explicitly. 

10.44. Elementary properties of the integral of a 
bounded function. 

(i) The mean-value theorem. If a</(r) < /?, then 
am(E)H. J f(x) dx sC fim(E). 

For it is easily seen that am(E) s^.s < fim(E), and the result 
follows m the limit. 

(li) The integral is additive for a finite number or for an 
enumerable infinity of non-overlapping sets included in a finite 
interval. That is, if 

E^Ei+Er f , 

then I" f(x) dx — f f(x) dx -+- j f(x) dx + .... 

J K J Ei J E i 

Suppose first that there are two sets, E y and E 2 . Inserting 
division-points y v , the sets E, E y , E 2 are divided into sub-sets 
e„, e l > su °h that 

7n(e,,) = wi(ei)+m(e*). 

Hence f + f —hm^y v m(el)+)im^y v m{e;) 

J Ei J Et 

= hm 2 yM e v) =• J £ - 

Similarly for any finite number of sets. 

If there are an infinity of sets, let S n be the sum of the first 
n, R n the remainder Then 

Je ~ Is. 1 r»‘ 

But, by the mean-value theorem, if |/(x)| ^ M, then 

I/«./(*)*** I ^ Mm ^’ 
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and this tends to zero as n -> oo, since the series 2 m (E n ) is con¬ 
vergent. Hence 

f = lim f = f + f + ... 

JE JS« JE, JE, 

(iii) If, in a set E, f(x) < <f>(x), then 

j K f( x ) dx < <f>(x) dx. 

Take division-points y v , and define the sets e v by means of 
f(x). Then, in e v , <j>(x) 2? f(x) ~^y v Hence 

j E 4>i x ) dx= 2 j ev <H X ) dx > 2 yMO- 

The right-hand side tends to f(x) dx, whence the result follows. 

(iv) The integral of the sum of a finite number of bounded 
measurable functions is the sum of the integrals of the separate 
functions. 

In the first place, if k is a constant, 

J £ (/+&) dx = f dx + J K Jc dx = fdx + km{E). 

For calculate the sum s relative to f(x) with the scale y 0 , y v ..., 
and the sum s' relative t of(x) + k with the scale y 0 ~\-k, y l -\-k,.... 

Then «' = 2 (y„+A)w(e„) “ sfkm(E), 

and the result follows in the limit 

Now consider any two functions f{x) and <f>(x). We have 

J K {f{x)+<f>(x)} dx=2 j ev (f+<l>) dx 
> 2 f (y v + < f>) dx 

J Cy> 

= \ F 4>dx 

by what has just been proved. Similarly, replacing y v by y F+1 , 

we obtain . f 

Jjg (/+<£) dx £-f- J e <j> dx. 

The result now follows in the limit. 

The result for any finite number of functions is obtained by 
repeated application of the result for two functions. 

(v) If k is a constant, 

f E kf{x) dx — k J £ f(x) dx. 

This is obvious jf k = 0. If k > 0, calculate the second integral 
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with the scale y v , and the first with the scale ky v . Then the sets 
e v are the same in each case, and s = ka', whence the result. 

(vi) We have 

|J £ f(x)dx\^j g l/( x )l dx - 

Let E l be the set where f(x) 0, E i the set where f(x) < 0. 

Then Ie f dx== L;, f dx ~ i/1 dx > 

j s u\ dx =Lj dx+ S E y idx > 

and the result is obvious 

(vii) A relation which holds except in a set of measure zero 
is said to hold almost everywhere 

Two functions which are equal almost everywhere have the same 
integral. 

Let f(x) = f>(x) at all points of E, except in a set e of measure 
zero. Then 


dx = j e dx + f E Ce (}-4>) dx - 

The first term is zero because rn(e) -- 0, and the second because 
the integrand is everywhere zero Hence 

L f dx =jj dx - 

(viii) If f(x) ^ 0 and f(x) dx = 0, then f(x) = 0 almost 
everywhere in E. 

Let E 0 — E(f — 0), and 

E„ -- E(Ml(n+\) </^ Min), n = 1 , 2 ,..., 
where M is the upper bound of f. Then E ~ E 0 -\-E t -f E i 

J>=°- 

Thus m(E n ) — 0 for n — 1, 2 ,..., and the result follows. 


10.5. Lebesgue’s convergence theorem (theorem of 
bounded convergence). Lei / n (x) be a sequence of measurable 
functions such that \f n (x)\ sC M for all values of n, when x is in 


a set E, and let 


hm f n (x) =/(x) 
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for all values of x in E. Then 


11111 f B /„(*) dx = j £ f(x) dx. 


Since sets of measure zero can be omitted from the integrals, 
it is sufficient that the conditions should hold almost everywhere. 

Since | f n (x)\ < M for each n, |/(x)| < M. Hence f{x) is 
integrable, and we have to prove that 

Um L dX = °‘ 


Let g n = \f—f n \, let e be any positive number, and let 
E 1 = E(e > g v g 2 , . ), E 2 = E(g 1 > e > g 2 , g 2 ,...), 

E a = E(g 2 ^e>g 3 ,g it ), 

and so on. Then the sets E k are measurable, they are non- 
overlapping, since g k ~^e in E k+1 , but not in E v . , E k , bo that 
E k+1 has no pomt in common with E lt . , E k , and every point 
of E belongs to some E k \ for g n (x) -»■ 0 for every x, so that to 
every x corresponds a first number k such that g k , g k+1 , . are 
all less than e, and then x belongs to E k 
It follows that 


j E 9n dx = | Ei g n dx + g„ dx + . . 

Now g H < « m E v . , E n , and g H < 2 M everywhere Hence 
J E 9n dx < e{m(E l )+...+m(E, l )} + 2M{m(E n + 1 ) + . }. 
Making n -> oo, it follows that 

Em j E g n dx < em(E). 

Hence, making e ->• 0, it follows that 

lim J* 9n dx = 0, 

and the theorem follows. 

The theorem is not true for Riemann integrals, because the 
function f{x) is not necessarily integrable in Riemann’s sense, 
even if each f n (x) is. For example, let r v r 2 ,... be the rational 
points in (0,1), and let f n (x) = 1 ii x — r v r 2 ,... or r n , and f n (x) = 0 
elsewhere. Then x 

R //»(*) dx = 0 
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for every n; but f(x) — 1 for every rational x, and f(x) — 0 for 
irrational x, so that f(x) is not integrable in Riemann’s sense. 

10.51. The theorem of bounded convergence may be stated 
as a theorem on term-by-term integration of series. If the series 

u l (x)+u 2 (x)+... 

converges in a set E to s(x), and its partial sums 

«„(*) = Ml(*)+ +M„(X) 

are bounded for all values of n, u>hen x is in E, then 

j E «(x) dx = J f: ufix) dx -f v t {x) dx- f.... 

This is the final foi m of the theorem of bounded convergence 
proved for Riemann integrals in § 1 76 

10.52. Egoroff’s theorem.* If a sequence of functions con¬ 
verges to a finite limit almost everywhere in a set E, then, given 8, 
we can find a set of measure greater than m(E)—8 in which the 
sequence converges uniformly 

Let f n (x) be the sequence, let E' be the set where f n (x) con¬ 
verges, say to fix), and let g„ = j/-/„|. 

Let ( r ,. be a sequence of positive numbers tending to 
zero. Let S n r be the sub-set of E' where g v < e r for v^n. 
Then each of the sets S l r> S 2 r . . is contained m the next, and 
their outer limiting set (§ 10.29) is E', since g v -r 0 everywhere 
in E'. Hence we can determine n{r) so that 

m(E'-S n(r)ir )<~. 

$ = ^n(l), l'^n<2), 2 ■ &n(r),r" • 

Then, in S, g n <e r (n ^ n(r )) for all values of r, i.e. g n -*■ 0 
uniformly in S; and 

m(E-S) = m(E’ — S) < | m(E’-S nMtT ) < f 1 = S. 

r=1 

This proves the theorem 

Example. Use Egoroff’s theorem to prove Lebeegue’s convergence 
theorem. 

10.6. If f(x) has a Riemann integral over (a, 6), then it has 
a Lebesgue integral over the same interval, and the two are equal. 
The result is easily proved if we assume that/(a:) is measurable; 

* Egoroff (1). 
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for then it certainly has a Lebesgue integral. Dividing up 
the interval (a,b) by the points x 0 , x 1 ,..., x n , and denoting by 
m v) M v the lower and upper bounds of f(x) in x„ < x ^ x„ +1 , we 
have 

Xu L. 

n —1 n—1 p »—1 

2 «r(*K +l — X,) < 2 I /(*) dx < 2 M *(X v+ l-X v ). 

v^O v = 0 J = 0 

x v 

The middle term is the Lebesgue integral, while each of the 
extreme terms tends to the Riemann integral. Hence they are 
equal. 

To prove that f(x) is necessarily measurable if it has a Rie¬ 
mann integral, let 


<£(*) = ™v {X V <X^ X v+1 ), 

Then 

n-t 

2 ffl ^41-I,) = 
v—0 


J <f>(x) dx, 


0(x) 31 v (Xy < X Xy^j) 


2 MMm-Zv) f <&(*) dx - 
'■ 0 « 


Consider now an enumerable infinity of modes of division of 
the interval (a, b) such that max(x Hl - x,,) -> 0; and let each 
set of division-points contam the previous set. Let E be the 
set'of all the division-points. E is enumerable and so of measure 
zero, and so may be neglected m integration. At any point x not 
in E, <J>(x) does not decrease, and O(x) does not increase, as we 
insert division points. Hence <f>{x) -*■ m(x), d>(x) ->■ M(x), where 
m(x) and M(x) are the ‘lower and upper bounds of f(x) at x’, 
i.e. the limits of the lower and upper bounds in indefinitely 
small intervals containing x Also <f>(x) and <b(x) are measurable, 
and hence so are m(x) and M(x ); and, by Lebesgue’s con¬ 
vergence theorem, 

b b b b 

dx — J M{x) dx. 


lim j <f>(x) dx = J m(x) dx, lim J <b(x) 


a 


a 


a 


a 


But if f{x) has a Riemann integral, each of these limits is equal 
to it. Hence b 

J {M(x) —mix)} dx= 0. 

a 

Since Mix) m(x) it follows by § 10.44 (viii) that M(x) = m(x) 
almost everywhere; and since Mix) ^/(x) ^ m(x) it follows that 
/(x) = mix) almost everywhere. Hence /(x) is measurable. 



INTEGRAL OF AN UNBOUNDED FUNCTION 341 

10.7. The Lebesgue integral of an unbounded function. 

Let f(x) be an unbounded measurable function, and suppose 
first that f(x) > 0. Let {f(x)} n , or simply (/)„, denote f(x) at 
points where f(x) < n, but n where f(x) > n. Then {/(*)}» is 
bounded and measurable, and ro integrable. We define the 
integral of f(x) over the set E to be the limit, if it exists, of the 
integral of {/(x)} n , 

L f(*) dx “ lim L {/(*)}» dx - 

For a positive function f(x) to be integrable over E, it is 
clearly necessary and sufficient that 

U( x )}n dr 

should be bounded 

The integral of a negative function may be defined in a similar 
way In the general case, let f(x) -7 0 in E v f(x) < 0 m E 2 
Then we define the integral of f(r) by the equation 

J K /(*) dx =-• dx + f £ _ /(*) dx - 

A function which is integrable in this sense is ‘absolutely 
integrable’, l e |/(.r)j is also integrable. In fact it is clear that 

J A . !/(*)! d * ~ j h /(•»•) dx - /(i) dx 

It would of course be possible to define integrals which are not 
absolutely convergent, but we shall see that integrals of the 
above kind preserve all the characteristic projierties of integrals 
of bounded functions, whereas this would not be true of non- 
absolutely convergent integrals. 

We shall henceforth use the word integrable’ to describe any 
function, bounded or unbounded, which has an integral in the 
above sense. 

The use of the expression ‘infinity’, introduced in § 5.701, is 
also very convenient here. For example, if 

J E {/(*)}„ d* 

tends to infinity with n, we write 

j £ f( x ) dx^co. 
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l 

Examples. (1) Show that J *-• dx exists as a Lebesgue integral, and 

o 

is equal to 1/(1—a), if 0 < a < 1; but is infinite if a ^ I 
[The Lebesgue definition of the integral is 
*-!/• 1 


Iim 
n—«oo 


J j" n dx: -\ J x * dx j, 
' o »-»/• 


and the results are the same as in the elementary theory ] 

(u) More generally, iet/(i) be positive, anil bounded in (e, 1) for every 
positive e. Then t , 

J f(i ) dx - hrn J f(x) dx 

m the sense that both sides are finite and equal, or both infinite. 

(m) The function 

/(*)=^s ,n I) - 2- cs, np — “Cos J- 4 


is not integrable in Lebesgue’s senso over (0, 1) 

i 

[The function is continuous over (e, 1), and Inn f(x)dx exists But 

€—*■{) J 


| |/(*)| dx - cr, 
0 


for 


\m\" l 




in each of the intervals {(2n + \)v} i j J(2n - J) 7 r) and it is easily 
seen from this that 

i 

J {|/(*)|}. <** • A log n J 

o 

(iv) Let f(x) be any measurable function in E, and let e„ be the sub-set 
of E where n—1 < f(x) < n Then the necessary and sufficient con- 

00 

dition that f{x) should be integrable over E is that J M m (e„) should 

n=-oo 

be convergent. 

(v) We might define the integral of a positive unbounded function 
f(x) by taking {/(a:)}" — f(x) if f(x) «" n, and otherwise {J(x)} H = 0, and 
substitutmg {/(*)}" for {/(x)}„ m Lebesgue’s definition Show that this 
definition is equivalent to that of Lebesgue 

(vi) If jf(x )| < <f>(x), and <j>(x) is integrable over E, then f(x) is in¬ 
tegrable over E. 

(vii) If f(x) is integrable over E, and E n is the part of E where 
|/(x)| > n > then m{E n ) — o (1 jn). 
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(vm) If f(x) — 0 at every poirft of Cantor’s ternary set, and f(r) = p 
in each of the complementary intervals of length 3 _,> , then 

1 

J /(r) dx 
0 

exists in Lebesgue’g sense and is equal to 3 


10.71. Elementary properties of integrals. The integral 

is additive, i e. if E v E 2 , are non-overlapping sets, and 
E= E^-\-E 2 ~ j~. , then 

\J dx ~-\J dx + Lj dx + ■■ 


We may suppose without loss of generality that / ^ 0, for if 
the result is true for positive functions it is true similarly for 
negative functions, and so by addition in the general case. This 
remark simplifies many of our proofs 

We define (/)„ as before. The integral of (/)„ is additive, 
so that r m /• oc <* 


Now make n -*■ oo If there are only a finite number of sets, 
the result follows (from the equality) If there are an infinity 
of sets we obtain (from the inequality) 

/„/*=« Z jjdx 

But for any value of K 

jpfu *» k I /*</>.*• 

Making n -> oo first, and then K -» oo, we obtain 

Hence the result (Notice the analogy with the proof given in 
§ 1.62 that a double series of positive terms may be summed 
by rows or by columns to the same sum.) 


10.72. The sum of a finite number of mtegrable functions is 
integrable, and the integral of the sum is the sum of the integrals 
of the separate functions. 

It is sufficient to consider two functions, say f(x) and g(x). 
Suppose first that they are both positive, and let <f> =f-\-g. Then 

z 
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Hence 

J E (4>)n dx c (/)» dx + j E (g) H dx ^ j E (<f>) in dx, 
and making n-> oo 

SJ dx ^\ E fdx+ iE gdX< S E t dX - 

which gives the required result. 

If / ^ 0, g < 0, consider the set where Here 

f=*+(-a), 

and the result follows from the previous case Similarly where 
<f> < 0 we consider —g = /+(—<£) 

Having proved the result for the sum and difference of 
positive functions, the general result now follows. 

10.73. The following results can easily be deduced from the 
corresponding results for bounded functions. 

(i) If k is a constant, 

f kf dx — k I" f dx 

J E J E 

(u) 

(iii) Two functions which are equal almost everywhere have the 
same integral. 

(iv) If f(x) 0, f f(x) = 0, then f{x) — 0 almost everywhere 

J E 

in E. 

(v) If f{x) is integrable over E, and E lt E 2 , .. is a sequence of 
sets contained in E such that miE k ) -> 0, then f f(x) dx -> 0, and 

J Ek 

indeed uniformly for all such sequences of sets. 

For, supposing, as we may, that/(x) > 0, choose n so that 

j E [fi*)-{fiz)} n ]dx«. 

Having fixed n, we have 

j Et {/(*)}» dx nm{E k ) < e {k > kf). 

Hence 

j E Jix) dx = {/(*)}„ dx + j Et [fix)-{fix)} n ] dx 

<j Ek {f(x)} n dx + j E [fix)-{f(x)} n ]dx 

<2e ik > k 0 ), 

and the result follows. 
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Example. Let f(x) be intograble, and tf>(x) integrable in Riemann’s 
sense, over (a, b ). Dividing up the interval (a, 6) by points x v as m 
§ 10.1, prove that, as max(i„ 4 t —x v ) -> 0, 

n-i X “" b 

lim 2 4>( x v) I* f.( x ) dx — f d>(x)f(x)dx. 
v-0 J J 

x v a 

[Titchmarsh (1) ] 


10.8. The general convergence theorem of Lebesgue. 

If f n (x) is a sequence of functions such that \fjx) I ^ F(x), where 
F(x) is mteqrable over E, for all values of n and all values of x in 

E ' and lim /„(*)--=/(x) 


for all values of x in E, then 

lim I, U*)dx-= f, /(*)*• 

n-*x Jh J A 

As usual, it is sufficient that the conditions should hold almost 
everywhere. The proof is almost the same as that of the theorem 
of bounded convergence We define the sets E n as before; by 
S 10 71 the senes . 

lj h /[x)dx 

is convergent, and we, have 

J F 9 n dx ^ €{m(A’ 1 )+...+wi(£? n )}-l- 

+ 2 f F(x)dx + 2f F(x) dx +.... 

J l J 2 


Making n -* oo it follows that 

lim I < 7 „ dx < c m{E), 

J K 

and the result now follows as before. 

The above theorem enables us to prove a new theorem on 
term-by-term integration of series, IFe may multiply a boundedly 
convergent senes by any mteqrable. function , and integrate, term by 
term. For if s n (x) is the nth partial sum of the series, and 
|« n (a;)| < M, and <f>(x) is the integrable function, we have 

\<f>(x)s n (z)\^M\<l>(x)\, 

which is integrable, and may be taken as the F(x) of the above 

proof. 
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10.81. The following theorem is often useful. Its original 
form is due to Fatou.* 

If 0 for aU values of n, and x in E, and f n (x) -+f(x) 

as n -> oo, then 

f f( X ) dx < lim j R fn( x ) dx - 
n-+ *> 

The statement implies that, if the right-hand side is finite, 
then f(x) is finite almost everywhere and integrable; while, if 
f(x) is not integrable, or is infinite in a set of positive measure, 

then . 

hm f, l (x)dx~oo. 

n —vao J & 


It is easily seen that, with the usual notation, 
lim {’/„(•»•)}* = {/(*)} A . 

«—►oo 

Hence, by the theorem of bounded convergence, 

lim f, {/»(*)}* dx = {/(*)}* dx 

But j K {f n (x)) k dx <: f n ( x ) dx, 

and hence hm f n (x) dx > {f( x )}k dx - 

n—*•» 

Malang k-+cc, the result follows at once if /( x) is finite almost 
everywhere, the set where f(x) is infinite being omitted from the 
integral. If f(x) = oo in a set e of positive measure, then 

\ E {K x ))k dx > km {f-) 

fqr all values of k, and the result follows. 


10.82. A convergence theorem for monotonic sequences. 

Let ffix), f t (x), . be a sequence of positive integrable functions, 
non-decreasing for every value of x m E Let f(x) be the limit, 
finite or infinite, of the sequence. Then 


lim 

n-*ao 


\ E fn( X ) dx = j K f( x ) dx 


in the following sense : 

(i) if the left-hand side is finite, then f(x) is finite almost every¬ 
where and integrable, and the equality holds-, 


* Fatou (1), p. 376. 
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(ii) if the right-hand side is finite, so is the left-hand side, and 
equality holds , 

(iii) if the left-hand side is infinite, then f(x) is not integrable 
or is infinite in a set of positive measure, 

(iv) the converse of (ni) holds. 

If the left-hand side is finite, so is the right-hand side, by 
Patou’s theorem, and equality m cases (i) and (ii) follows from 
Lebesgue’s convergence theorem, since f„(x) </(x). Then (iii) 
follows from (n) and (iv) from (i). 

10.83. We can now put the theorem of § 1 77 on integration 
of senes into a more satisfactory form 

U u n (x) ^ 0 for all values of n and x, then 

b b 

J {2 «„(*)} dx = 2 J «»(*) dx , 

a a 

provided that either side is convergent. 

For the partial sum s n (x)~ -fu n (x) 18 positive, and 

non-decreasing for every value of x 

In particular, the convergence of the right-hand side implies 
the convergence of J u H (x) for almost all values of x. 

We have still to consider the case where the range of integra¬ 
tion is infinite, but as we have not yet discussed infinite 
Lebesgue integrals of this kind, we must postpone the complete 
result until the end of the next section 


10.9. Integrals over an infinite range. Let f(x) be a func¬ 
tion which is integrable over the interval (a, b), for all finite 
values of b. Let ffx) — f(x) where f(x) 0, and ffx) — 0 else¬ 
where, and let / s (x) ——/(x) where f{x) < 0, and / 2 (x) = 0 
elsewhere Then 

b b b 

f fix) dx = J7,(x) dx - J / 2 (x) dx. 

a a a 

Each integral on the right is a non-decreasing function of b, and 
so tends to a finite limit or to positive infinity as 6 ->■ oo. We 
write 


oo 

J M x ) dx 



/ /»(*) dx = 

a 
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if both the limits are finite; and we then define the integral of 
f(x) over (a, oo) by the equation 

co oo oo 

J f( x ) dx ~ J dx J fi{x) dx. 

a a a 

It is clear from the definition that a convergent integral of 
this kind is absolutely convergent, for 

J \f(x)\ dx =-= J fi(x) dx + J / 2 (.r) dx 

a a a 

Thus 

0 

is not, in the strict sense, a Lebesguc integral, because it is not 
absolutely convergent. 

Naturally many of the properties of finite integrals can be 
extended to infinite integrals It is usually quite easy to see 
when this can be done, and we leave the details to the reader. 

The theorem of § 10.83 has an immediate extension if 
u n {x) > 0, then w 

/ {1 «„(*)} dx = 1 J ««(•*) dx > 

a a 

provided that either side is convergent 

The convergence of either side implies the convergence of the 
corresponding expression in which the upper limit is replaced 
by a finite b Hence, by § 10 83, the equation with upjier limit 
b on both sides holds, and the required result now follows as 
in § 1.77. 

It may be well to remark finally that the examples given in 
§ 1.75 and § 1 78, where 

are just as cogent with the Lebesgue as with the Riemann 
integral. The same sort of restrictions still have to be made, 
though the theorem as a whole takes a simpler form. 


xMz. 



CHAPTER XI 

DIFFERENTIATION AND INTEGRATION 


11.1. Introduction. The ‘fundamental theorem of the integral 
calculus’ is that differentiation and integration are inverse pro¬ 
cesses This general principle may be interpreted in two dif¬ 
ferent ways. If f(x) is mtegrable, the function 


e 

F(x) - | fit) dt (1) 

a 


is called the indefinite integral of f(x)\ and the principle asserts 


that 


F\x)-fix). 


( 2 ) 


On the other hand, if F(x) is a given function, and fix) is 
defined by (2), the principle asserts that 


j fit) dt F(x)-F(a) (3) 

a 

The main object of this chapter is to consider in what sense 
these theorems are true. 

As in elementary theory, (2) follows from (1) for every value 
of x for which f(x) is continuous For we can choose h 0 so small 
that | fit)—f(x)\ <e for \t—x\ s^h 0 , and then 


F(x+h)-F(x)_ f{x 


, x+h 

!/t/ f /(<)-/(*)}* 

‘ X 


^ € 


(JA[ < h 0 ), 


by the mean-value theorem This proves (2). 

However, in the Lebesgue theory we consider functions which 
are in general discontinuous, so that the above argument does 
not apply to them. Actually the interesting question is, not 
whether (2) holds at particular points, but whether it is true in 
general; and to this we can give a satisfactory answer. 

If f(x) is any iniegrable. function, its indefinite integral F(x) has 
almost everywhere a finite differential coefficient equal tof(x). 

The problem of deducing (3) from (2) is much more difficult. 
We require in the first place that F'(x) should exist at any rate 
almost everywhere, and, as we shall see in § 11.22, this is not 
necessarily so. Secondly, if F'(x) exists we require that it should 
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be infcegrable. If we were relying on the Riemann theory, we 
should find a fundamental difficulty here; for Volterra has 
shown by an example* that F’{x) may exist everywhere and 
be bounded, and yet not be integrable m Riemann’s sense. In 
the Lebesgue theory, a differential coefficient is measurable, and 
so integrable if it is bounded But, if it is unbounded, it is not 
necessarily integrable in the Lebesgue sense The problem has 
received a satisfactory answer, but it requires a more general 
process, known as totalization, or Den joy integration, which we 
have not space to consider here The result is that if F'(x) is 
finite everywhere, then (3) follows from (2) if the integral is 
taken in the Denjoy sense. 

11.2. Differentiation throughout an interval. The 

ordinary functions of analysis are differentiable in general, i e. 
for most values of the variable, though there may be special 
points at which they are not differentiable The exceptional 
points arc usually isolated 'Phis seems to have created the 
impression at one time that a continuous function necessarily 
has a differential coefficient in general It was, however, shown 
by Weierstrass that this is quite untrue There is a continuous 
function which has no differential coefficient anywhere 

Nevertheless, the idea that an ‘ordinary function’ has a dif¬ 
ferential coefficient in general is correct, if we attach this vague 
expression to a different class of functions We shall see that 
it is true in the sense that a monotonic. function has a finite 
differential coefficient almost everywhere 

We shall first consider non-differentiable functions, and then 
proceed to the constructive side of the theory. 

11.21. Continuous non-differentiable functions. There 
are many simple examples of continuous functions which are 
not differentiable at particular points; for example, if f(x) — \x\, 
the ratio /(*)—/(0) 

h 

tends to different limits, 1 and — I, as h -> 0 by positive or 
negative values, and if fix) = a; sin l/x (x 0), fiO) = 0, the ratio 
does not tend to any definite limit. 

We can next, bv a method knowm as the condensation of 

* Hobson, vol i, p. 461 
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singularities, construct continuous functions which are not dif¬ 
ferentiable in a set which is everywhere dense, for example in 
the set of rational points Let r x , r 2 ,... denote the rational 
numbers between 0 and 1, and let 


F{x)= 

n -1 

where f(x) has an assigned singularity at x = 0, and the coeffi¬ 
cients a (1 tend to zero sufficiently rapidly. Then F(x) will have 
the assigned singularity at every rational point. For example, 


r <*)=2 

71-1 


\ X ~ r n I 

3" 


is continuous, since the series is uniformly convergent; but it 
is not differentiable at any rational point; for 

F(r k +h)-F(r k ) _ ^ l>Y+/t-r„Mr fc -r„! a _ \h\ 

h ' Zw h 3" ‘ h. Z k ' 

n- 1 


+2 
i + i 


\rk+^-r n \-\rjr 

h 3" 


and as h -v 0 the first term tends to a limit, the second term 
tends to J- 1/3*- according as h > 0 or h < 0, and, if |A | < 1, the 
third term does not exceed 


Z, 3" 2.3* 

t+i 

in absolute value Hence F'(r k ) does not exist. 

To obtain functions which are everywhere non-differentiable 
we have to use quite different methods The first example of 
such a function was given by Weierstrass. 

11.22. Weierstrass’s non-differentiable function. This 

function is defined by the series 

f(x) = 2 b” cos(a"77 x), 

n 0 

where 0 < 6 < 1, and a is an odd positive integer. The series 
is uniformly convergent in any interval, so that f(x) is every¬ 
where continuous. On the other hand, if ab > 1, the series 
obtained by term-by-term differentiation is divergent. This in 
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itself does not prove that /(x) is not differentiable, but it sug¬ 
gests possibilities in this direction. We shall prove that if 
ab > 1 the function has no finite differential coefficient for 
any value of x. 

We have 


f(x+h)—f(x) _ ^ cos{a"7r(x+7i)} —cos(a"vx) 

h _ Z h 

n--= o 

m—l oo 

= 2 + Z = 

n-D m 

say. Now 

|cos{a I, 7r(x+^)}—cos(a”7rx)| = \a'’rh sin{a TI 7r(x-f0/()}! sC a'‘n\h j, 

8othM 1 a-b« 

1 4 Jo™" 6 " = <” 04 - 1 - 

We next obtain a lower limit for R m , giving h a particular 
value. We can write 

a m x = a m +£„„ 

where a m is an integer, and — l f rn < l Let 

h= 

a"‘ 


Then 0 < h < . 

2a m 

Also a v 7r(x-j-k) = a”- m a m ir(x-\-h) — a n - m n(a m -{- 1) 

Since a is odd, it follows that 

cos{a”7r(x-|-A)} — (—l) Q ""”C“»>+i> — (—l)®*'' 1 . 

Again 

cos(a n 7Tx) — cos{a n “ m 77(a m -}-^ m )} = cos(a n - m inx m )coB(a n - m TT$ m ) 

— (— 1 )“■> cos(a n-m v£ m ). 

Hence R m = — 2 

n=m 

All the terms of this series are positive, and hence, taking the 
first term only, , m 

! *”l > |7i] > 3 affl6 ’”- 
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Hence 

If a6>l+|7T, the factor in brackets is positive; and when 
to -> oo, h -> 0, and the expression on the right tends to infinity. 
Hence {f(z-\-h)—f(x)}lh takes arbitrarily large values, so that 
f'(z) does not exist or is not finite. 

The graph of the function may be said to consist of an infinity 
of infinitesimal crinkles, but it is almost impossible to form any 
definite picture of it which does not obscure its essential feature.* 

11.23. The following example of a continuous non-differen- 
tiable function is due to van der Waerden t The function is 
similar to Weierstrass’s, but the result is obtained m quite a 
different way 

Let f H (x) denote the distance between x and the nearest number 
of the form to/10“, where rn is an integer. Then the function 

/(*)= t /»(*) 

n- 1 

is a continuous non-differentiable function 

Each f n (x) is continuous; and |/„(.t)| < 10-", so that the 
series is uniformly convergent Hence f(x) is continuous. 

Let x be any number in the interval (0,1), and suppose 
it expressed as a decimal. If the </th figure is 4 or 9, let 
x' — x— 10 -9 ; otherwise let x' = x-j-10 -v Then if n<q, the 
nearest number mj 10" is the same for x and x', and x and x' he 
on the same side of it; while if n ~>q, the numbers mj 10" and 
to'/ 10" corresponding to x and x' differ by x—z'. These rules 
may be verified by considering simple examples, such as q — 2, 
x = -326, 346, or 3^6 
It follows that 

/»(*')—/■(*) = ±(*'—*) (« < ?) 

= 0 (n ^ q). 

Hence f(x')—f(x) = ^ ±(*'—*) = p(x’—x), 

n-l 

* For further properties of this function see Hardy (7), where the same result 
is obtained for ab > I. A general method of constructing continuous non- 
differentiable functions is given by Knopp (2). 
t Van der Waerden (1). 



354 DIFFERENTIATION AND INTEGRATION 

where p is an integer, and is odd or even with q —1. Hence 

{f(x')—f{x)}j(x'—x) cannot tend to a finite limit as x' -> x. 

11.3. The four derivates of a function. Whether the dif¬ 
ferential coefficient 

/■(*) = lim&+*>-/<*> 

5—0 h 

exists or not, the four expressions 

US /(*+- /(*), u m /(*+ft)-/(z) ; 

5—+o h ft—+o ft 

/(x+ft )-/(x), lim f(x-\-h)—f(x) 

ft— -0 ^ ft— -0 ft 

always have a meaning, being either finite, or positive or negative 
infinity. They are called the upper and lower derivates on the 
right, and the upper and lower derivates on the left, respectively. 
We shall denote them by 

B+f(x), DJ(x), D~f(x), D-J(x) 

respectively, the sign referring to that of h in the above ratio, 
and its position corresponding to the ‘lower’ or ‘upper’ limit. 
If D+f — D+f, the function is said to have a right-hand deri¬ 
vative, if Df = Z)_/, a left-hand derivative. The necessary and 
sufficient condition for the existence of the ordinary differential 
coefficient is that all the derivates should be equal. 

We denote the left-hand and right-hand derivatives, when 
they exist, by fL{x) and f + {x). 

Examples. (i) The function Vx 2 , where the positive value of the 
square root is always taken, has different left-hand and right-hand 
derivatives at x — 0. 

(ii) Let f(x) = xsin 1/x (x 0), 0 (x = 0). Then at x — 0 
D + f=- 1, D+/=L D-f — — 1, D-f- 1 

(m) Let/(x) = axsin 2 l/x+6xco8 2 l/x (x > 0) 

0 (x = 0) 

a'x8in 2 l/x+6'xco8 2 l/x (x < 0), 

where a < b, a' < b'. Then at x = 0 

D+f = a, D+f = 6, D-/ = a', Df = b’. 

(iv) If f(x) is continuous m (a, 6), and one of its derivates is non¬ 
negative in the interval, then/(a) < m. 

[Let D + f > 0, for example. Suppose that f(b)—f(a) < —e(b—a), and 
let <fi(x) =/(x)—/(o)+e(x—o). Then <f>(b) < 0. Also <j>(x) > 0 for some 
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sufficiently small values of x—a, since D + j(a) > 0. Hence <j>(x) — 0 for 
some values of x between a and b. Let f be the greatest such value. 
Then D *<{>(£) < 0, D e /(£) + e < 0, contrary to hypothesis. Hence 
f(b)—f(a) > — e(b—a ) for every positive e, and the result follows.] 

(v) The derivates and mcrementary ratios of a continuous function 
have the same bounds in any interval; i.e. if any one of the denvatea 
satisfies a < Df < /3, then a. < {/(x i )—f(x l ))/{x t —x 1 ) < ft, and con¬ 
versely. 

[Consider - f(x) — ax, and use the previous example.] 

(vi) If one of the derivates of /(i) is continuous at u certain point, 
then f(r) has a differential coefficient at the point 

11.4. Functions of bounded variation. We say that f{x) 

is of bounded variation in (a, b) if, in this interval, it can be 
expressed in the form <j>(x)—ip(x), where 6 and ip are non¬ 
decreasing bounded functions. 

It is easily seen that the sum, difference, or product of two 

functions of bounded variation is also of bounded variation. 

An alternative definition is obtained by assuming that, if the 

interval (a, b) is divided up by points a = x 0 < x x < ... < x n — b, 

then n _j 

2 \f( X »-rl)~f( X y)\ ' 

*«0 

is less than a constant independent of the mode of division. 
The upper bound of these sums is called the total variation. 

It is easily seen that, if the first condition holds, then so does 
the second. For 

\fi x v+i)—f( x v)\<<H x v +i)-<f>( x v)+<K x v-n)-'l'( x >)> f 

so that n _j 

2 l/(av«)-/(*r)l 

To prove the converse, let p be the sum of those differences 
f( x v+i)—f( x v) 'which are positive, — n the sum of those which are 
negative. Then, if v is the sum £ \f(x v+1 )—f(x y )\, we have 

v=p+n, f(b)—f(a)=p—n, 
and so v = 2p+f(a)—f(b), v = 2n+f(b)—f{a). 

Hence, if v is bounded for all modes of division, so are p and ». 
Let V, P, and N be the upper bounds of v, p, and n. Then 

V = 2P+f(a)-f(b), V = 2N-rf(b)-f(a). 

Let y(x), P(x), and N(x) be the corresponding numbers for 
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the interval (a, x). They are obviously bounded non-decreasing 

functions of x\ and 

V{x) = 2 P(x)+f(a)-f(x), F(r) - 2 N(x)+f(x)-f(a), 

so that f(x) —f(a)-\- P(x)—N(x). 

This is the required expression for f(x). 

The functions F(x), P(x), and N(x) are called the total varia¬ 
tion and the positive and negative variations of f(x) in (a, x). 

If f(x) is continuous and of bounded variation, its variation 
F(x) is continuous. We can find a mode of division of the interval 
(a, x), with a point of division x' as near x as we please, such that 

v > V(x)—e 

and also \f(x)—f(z')\ < «• 

Let v' = v—\f(x)—f(x')\. 

Then v' is a sum corresponding to the interval (a, x'), and so 

F(x') ^ v' > F(x) — 2e 

Since V(x') is non-decreasing, it follows that V(x') -> V(x) as 
x -> x from below. Similarly V(x') -> F (x) as x' -> x from above. 
Hence V{x) is continuous. 

A continuous function of bounded variation is the difference 
between two continuous non-decreasing functions. For if f(x) is 
continuous, so are P(x) and N(x). 

11.41. The differential coefficient of a function of 
bounded variation. The object of the next three sections is 
to prove that a function of bounded variation has a finite dif¬ 
ferential coefficient almost everywhere. 

Our proof depends on the following lemmas, due to Sier- 
pinski.* They are of the same type as the Heine-Borel theorem, 
but apply to sets which need not even be measurable. 

Lemma 1. Suppose that each point x of a set E in ( a,b ) is 
the left-hand end-point of one or more intervals (x, x-\-h x ) of a 
family H. Then there is a finite non-overlapping set S of intervals 
of H which includes a subset E' of E such that m e (E') > m t {E)—e. 

Let E n be the set of points of E which are associated with some 
h x > 1 jn. Then E is the outer limiting set of the sets E n , we 
have lim m e (E n ) = m e (E) (§ 10.29), and we can take n so large 
that m e (E n )>m e (E)~ic. 

* Sierpmski (1). A similar lemma is given by W. H. and G. C. Young (1). 
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Let a t be the lower bound of E n , b 1 its upper bound, and let 
l — b 1 —a 1 . Let rj — \e/(nl-\-1 ). Then there is a point Xj of E n 
such that a x ^ < a x -f- p. Let (x^Xj+Aj) be an associated 

interval for which h l >\jn. 

If there are points of E n to the right of let a 2 be their 

lower bound. Then there is a point x 2 of E n in (a 2 ,o 2 - j- 77 ). Let 
(x 2 , x 2 -| ~h t ) be an associated interval with h 2 > 1 /m 

Continuing the process, we reach 6 , in a finite number of 
steps, since each step takes us at least 1/m nearer to it. In fact, 
if there are N steps, then (N—l)/n < l, i e N < mZ+1. 

Let 8 denote the set of intervals (x v ,x v -\-h v ) so constructed, 
and T the set of intervals (x„— 77 , x„). Then E u < S-+-T, and 
m(T) < Ny < le. Hence 

m c (E)-U < m e (E„) < m e (E v S)+m e (E v T) < m r (E n S)+le, 
and the set E' — E n S has the required property. 


Lemma 2. Suppose, m addition that for every x there are 
arbitrarily small intervals (x, x-j -h x ). Then we may conclude in 


addition that 


m(S) < m e (E)-\-f. 


The additional condition is necessary, we might, for example, 
take E to be a single point x, and associate with it the interval 
(x,x-fl). Then Lemma 1 would hold, but not Lemma 2. 

Let 0 be an ojien set containing E, such that 
m(O) < m e (E)+e. 

Let O' be the set formed from 0 by omitting intervals less than 
1 /p, and shortening the rest by 1 /p at the right-hand end. We 
can take p so large that m(0—0')< Je. Let E n now denote 
the set of points of E which are associated with some h x between 
1/m and 1/p. Under the conditions of this lemma, E is still the 
outer limiting set of the E,„ and we can take n so large that 
w *( A n) > m e (E)~le. Since 

»>#») s? 0')+m e {E n . (0-0')} < m e {E n .O')+ £e, 

it follows that m e (E n .O’) > m c (E)—\f. 

We can now proceed with E n . O' in the same way as we did 
previously with E n , except that now each of our intervals 
(x v ,x y +h v ) is less than l/p. We find a set of intervals 8 satis¬ 
fying the condition of Lemma 1. But now S < O, since every 
interval of S is less than 1/p, and its left-hand end-point lies in 
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O' (so that there is 1/p of the corresponding interval of 0 to 

spare at the right-hand end). Hence m(S) m(O) < m e (E)-j-e. 

Lemma 3. We may suppose S in the above construction to be 
included in any given set of intervals 0 which contains E. 

For we may replace 0 by 00 in the construction. 


11.42. If* f(x) is non-decreasing in {a,b), it has almost every¬ 
where in ( a,b) a differential coefficient f (x) 

-Let E be the set where D + f < ZH/ We shall first prove that 
m e (E) = 0. 

Now E is the sum of the sets E(u, v) where 


D+f <u < v < D+f, 

u and v running through all rational numbers (u < v). Hence 
it is sufficient to prove that m e {E(u, v)} = 0 for every pair of 
such numbers. 

Suppose on the contrary that one of these sets E(u,v) has 
a positive exterior measure, say p. Every point x of it is the 
left-hand end-point of arbitrarily small intervals (x, x-\-h) for 

WhlCh f(x+h)—f(x) < hu. 

Henoe by Lemma 2 there is a finite set S of such intervals, 
containing a part E' of E(u,v) such that m r (E') > p— e , and 
such that h < p+e, where denotes a summation over S. 
Hence ^ {/(*+*)_/(*)} < a ft < u{p+<) 

Again, every point of E‘ is the left-hand end-pomt of intervals 
(x,x-\-k) such that 


f(x+k)—f(x) > kv, 

and by Lemma 3 there is a finite set of these intervals, included 
in S and of measure greater than m e {E’) — e>p— 2e. If 
denotes a summation over these intervals, 


1 2 {/(*+*)-/(*)} > v 2 2 k > v(p —2e). 

But since f(x) is non-decreasing, and the ifc-intervals are included 
in the A-intervals, 

I* {/(*+*)-/(*)} < I, {f(x+h)~f(x)} 

Hence v(p—2e) < u(p-j-e), which is false if t is small enough. 
Hence f’ + (x) (and similarly fL(x)) exists almost everywhere. 


* This proof la due to Rajchman and Saks (1). 
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Further, we can argue in the above way with D + replaced 
by D - ; every point of E' is then the right-hand end-point of 
arbitrarily small intervals (x—k, x) such that f(x)—f(x—k) > kv, 
and the conclusion follows as before. Hence almost everywhere 
D + f > D~f, i.e. almost everywhere f' + {x) >/l(x). Similarly we 
can prove the reversed inequality, and the result follows 
C‘ 11.43. There is a more general theorem on the possible sets 
where fL(x) ^ f' + (x), and the result has nothing to do with 
monotony. 

The set of points where the right-hand, and left-hand derivatives 
of any function exist and are different is enumerable 

Let E be the set where f'.(x) <f' + (x), and let all rational 
numbers be arranged in a sequence r 1? r 2 , . . Then if x is a pomt 
of E, there is a smallest integer k such that 
f-(x) <r k <f\ ( x). 

There is then a smallest integer m such that r m < x, and such 
that 

{/(£)-/(*)}/<£-*) < r k 

for r m < f < x, and a smallest integer n such that r n > x, and 

{/(£)-/(*)}/(£-*) > r k 

for x < £ < r n . The two inequalities together give 

/(£)-/(*) >ri(£-x) (r m <£ <r,„ €^x). (1) 

Thus to every x corresponds a unique triad of numbers 
(k.m,n), and no two values of x correspond to the same triad; 
for if aq and x 2 correspond to the same triad, we have, on putting 
x — x v i = x 2 in (1), f(x s )—f(x 1 )>r k (x 2 —x 1 ), and, on putting 
x — x 2 , f = x v the same inequality reversed. 

Since the set of triads (k, m , n) is enumerable, it follows that 
E is enumerable or finite. This is the required result, and we 
have now completed the proof of the theorem that a function 
of bounded variation has a finite differential coefficient almost 
everywhere. 

11.5. Integrals. A function which is the Lebesgue indefinite 
integral of another function is called an integral. 

An integral is continuous. For if F(x) is the integral of f(x), 
then T+h 

F(x+h)-F(x)= j f(t)dt, 

X 

which tends to 0 with h, by § 10.73 (v). 

AA 
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The integral of a positive function is a non-decreasing function 
For if f(x) > 0, h > 0, 

x+h 

F(x+h)-F(x) = J f(t) dt > 0. 

X 

An integral is a function of bounded variation. For let 

X 

F(x) = F(a)+ J f(t) dt, 

a 

and let ffx) f(x) where/(r) > 0, and ffx) —- 0 elsewhere, and 
— f 2 (x) = f(*)-Mx)- Then f^x) > 0, / 2 (x) ^ 0, and 

X X 

F(x) = F{a)+ J /j(<) dt - |/ 2 (/) dt 

a « 

= F(a)+F 1 (x)-F 2 (x), 

where Ffx) and F 2 (x) are bounded non-decreasing functions. 

11.51. Differentiation of the indefinite integral. Let 

f(x) be integrable over (a, b), and let 

a 

Since F(x) is a function of bounded variation, it has a finite 
differential coefficient F' (x ) almost everywhere Our next obj ect 
is to prove that F'(x) =f(x) almost everywhere. 

11.52. The proof depends on the following lemma. 

X 

If <f>(x) is integrable, and J <f>(t) dt=0 for all values of x in 

a 

(a, b), then <f>(x) — 0 for almost all values of x in (a, b). 

If this is not so, then either <f>(x) > 0 in a set of positive 
measure, or <j>(x) < 0 in a set of positive measure—suppose, for 
example, the former. Any set of positive measure contains a 
closed set of positive measure, since its complement can be 
included in an open set less than the whole interval. Hence 
<f>(x) > 0 in a closed set of positive measure—say E. 

Now the integral of if> over any interval is zero; hence, by 
§ 10 71, the integral over any open set is zero. Hence the integral 
over any closed set is zero, and in particular 

j E <£(*) dx = 0. 
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Hence, by § 10.73, <f>{x) — 0 almost everywhere in E, contrary 
to hypothesis. This proves the lemma. 


11.53. If f(x) is bounded , 
F'(x) = f(x) almost everywhere 
Let |/(x)| < M. Then 

F(x+h)—F(x)\ 

h "I* 


and F(x) is its integral, then 





, . F(x+h)—F(x) 

and hm - -- , - —^= F'(x) 

h -*0 "• 

almost everywhere. Hence, by the theorem of bounded con¬ 
vergence,* as h -> 0, 




But the left-hand side is equal to 

jr I h x x i h a + h 

* J F(t)cU = i J F(t)dt, 

a+h a X a 

which tends to F(x)— F(a), since F is continuous. Hence 


X 

f F'(t)dt = F(x)-F(a), (1) 

a 

i.e. \{F\t)-f{t)}dt = 0, (2) 

a 

for all values of x The result now follows from the lemma. 


11.54. To extend the theorem to unbounded functions, we 
require another lemma. 

If <f>(x) is continuous and non-decreasing in (a, b), then <f>'(x) is 
integrahle, and b 

J <f>'(x) dx ^ tf>(b)—<)>(a). 

a 

For {<f>(x+h)—<f>{x)}/h > 0, and {<f>(x+h)—<f>{x)}/h tends to 

• To apply the theorem as given in § 10 5, we make h ->• 0 through an 
enumerable sequence; bo also in the next section. 
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<f>'(x) almost everywhere as h 0. Hence, by Fatou’s theorem 

(§ 10 . 81 ), b b 

lim f dx > f 4>'(x) dx. 

A—0 J « J 

a a 

Also, smce 4> is continuous, the left-hand side is equal to 
as in the above proof Hence the result. 

11.55. If f(x) is any inlcgrable function, F'{x) — f(x) almost 
everywhere. 

We may as usual suppose that /(j ) > 0 We define {/(#)}„ as 
in § 10.7. Smce /(!)—{/(/)]„ 0, the function 

a 

is non-decreasing, so that its differential coefficient is never 
negative. Hence 



wherever these differential coefficients exist Hence, by the 
theorem for bounded functions, F'(.r) > {/(r)j (i almost every¬ 
where. Making n->co we see that F'(x) f(.r) almost every¬ 
where. Hence b h 

J F'(x) dx >- J f(x) dx 

a a 

The above lemma, however, gives this inequality reversed. 
Hence in fact the two sides are equal, l e. 

b 

f {F'(x)-f(x)} dx-= 0 

a 

Since the integrand is never negative, it must be zero almost 
everywhere. This is the required result. 

11.6. The Lebesgue set. The theorem that F'(x)~f{x) 
almost everywhere was extended by Lebesgue as follows. 

If f(x) is inlegrable, 

xA-h 

f |/(0-«] eft = |/(x)—a| 
a-*o h J 
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THE LEBESGUE SET 
for all values of a, except when x belongs to a set of measure zero', 
that is, !/(*)—<*| ta the derivative of its indefinite integral for all 
values of a and almost all values of x. 

If a were fixed there would be nothing to prove, since 
\f(x) —a | is integrable, and the result follows from the above 
fundamental theorem 

Consider next all rational values of a, say o^, . The sets 

in which the theorem is false for a 2 ,. . are all of measure zero, 
and so their aggregate is of measure zero Hence |/(x) —a| is 
the derivative of its integral for all rational values of oc, except 
when x belongs to a set E of measure zero 

Now let x be a point not in E, a. an irrational number, and 
^3 a rational number near to a. Since 

|[/(O-*|-|/(O-0|I< !£-“!• 

we have 

X +• It X i h 

ij J J |/(O-0I*| <!£-«!• 

1 x X ' 

But |i f \m-p\dt~m-p\\^€ 

\ n J 

X 

if \h\ <h 0 (ft,e). Hence 

x+h 

|ij \f(t)-*\dt - \f{z)-a\ 

' T 

I X+li x+h 

{j m-*\dt~lj m~p\dt + 

X x 

x+h 

+ \f(t)-ft\dt-\f(x)-ft\ + [ \f(x)-P\-\f(z)-*\\ 

X % 
< 1)8— a|+e+|^— a|, 

which may be made as small as we please, by choice first of 
ft and then of e. Hence | f(x) —a| is also the derivative of its 
indefinite integral for all irrational a, if x is not a point of E. 
This proves the theorem. 
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We may, in particular, take a =/(*). Henoe 

h 

j I f(x+t)—f(x)\ dt — o(h) 

o 

as h -> 0, for almost all values of x. The set where this holds is 
called the Lebesgue set. 

All points of continuity are of course included in the Lebesgue 
set. 

The interest of the Lebesgue set lies in the fact that many 
theorems which hold at all points of continuity are also found 
to hold at all points of the Lebesgue set, and so almost every¬ 
where. We shall have examples of this in the chapter on Fourier 
series. 

We note finally that if the modulus sign is omitted from the 
formula, the a disappears, and the result reduces to the previous 
theorem. { 

11.7. Absolutely continuous functions. A function f(x) is 
said to be absolutely continuous in an interval (a, b) if, given e, 
toe can find 8 such that 

2 \f(z,+K)-f(Xy)\< « 

*=l 

for every set of non-overlapping intervals {x v> x v -\-h v ) such that 

An absolutely continuous function is continuous, since we can 
take the above sum to consist of one term only. 

An absolutely continuous function is of bounded variation, 
since its total variation over an interval of length 8 is at most 
c, and consequently its total variation over (a, b) is at most 
(6— a)e/8. 

On the other hand, there are continuous functions of bounded 
variation which are not absolutely continuous. An example of 
such a function will be given in § 11.72. 

11.71. A necessary and sufficient condition that a function 
should be an integral is that it should be absolutely continuous. 

If F(x) is the integral of f(x), 
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where E denotes the set of intervals (x„, x v -\-h v ). The right-hand 
side tends to zero with 2 h v , in the sense of the above definition, 
by § 10.73 (v). Hence F{x) is absolutely continuous. 

To prove the converse we require the following lemma. 

If <f>(x ) is absolutely continuous in (a, 6), and <f>'{x) = 0 almost 
everywhere, then tj>(x) is a constant. 

Let E be the set where tf>'(x) = 0. Every point x of E is the 
left-hand end-point of arbitrarily small intervals (x,x-\-h), such 

tHat \<f,(x+h)-<f>(x)\<eh. 


By the lemmas of § 11 41, we can select a finite set S of these 
intervals which do not overlap, and which contain all E except 
a set of measure 8, and so all (a, b) except a set of measure 8. 

Let z v x 2 ,... be the end-points of the intervals of S, and let 
denote a summation over the intervals of S, and ^ over 
the complementary intervals. Then 


Now 2i \Ux v +i)-<f>( x v)\ < « (*,+!—■ x v) < e(b-a). 

Also 2* ( x v+i~ x v) < S, and so, by the property of absolute 
continuity, & )-«*,)! 

tends to zero with 8. Hence, making 8 -> 0, 


W6)-*(o)| <*(&-«). 


Making e -> 0, it follows that <f>(b) = <f>{a)\ and similarly 
<f>[x) = <f>{a) for every value of x. 

Suppose now that F(x) is any absolutely continuous function. 
Then it is continuous and of bounded variation, and we may 

WTite F(x) = F 1 {x)-F i (x), 


where F x and F 2 are continuous non-decreasing functions. By 
the lemma of § 11.54, F[(x) and F' 2 {x) are integrable, and hence 
so is F’(x). Hence x 

J F'(t) dt 

a 

is absolutely continuous, and so also is 

X 

<f>(x) = F(x)~ J F'{t) dt. 
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But — 0 almost everywhere. Hence, by the lemma, <f>{x) is 

a constant, i.e. x 

F(x)- j F\t)dt= F(a). 

a 

Thus F(x) is the integral of F'{x). 

11.72. A continuous increasing function which is not 
an integral.* We can define a function of this type by means 
of Cantor’s ternary set (§ 10.291). 

Let a n always take the values 0 or 2, and let b n = \a n , so 
that b n is always 0 or 1. If 

x — •a 1 a 2 a s ...(3) 
is a point of Cantor’s set E, we define 
f(x) = bjbJ> a . (2) 

(in the scale of 2) 

At the ends of an interval ^pk' f(x) therefore has the values 
■b 1 -b m 0111. (2), 6, ft m 1000 (2), 

and these are equal. We define/(x) throughout the interval 8 pk 
to be equal to its value at the end-points. 

The function f(x) is non-decreasing. In proving this it is 
sufficient to consider points x of E, since f(x) is constant in the 
intervals of CE Let 

x 1 — aj« 2 .(3), x" — a\a\...{ 3) 
be points of E, x" > x’. Then there is a suffix n such that 
“m = B »( W1 < n), a' n < a’ n . Hence 

/(*') = .6J ..6;_j6;...(2)< b\ .b" n _ 1 b’ n ...{2)^f{x"). 

The function f(x) is continuous. We have to prove that 
fix') -+f(x) as x' -> x, and again it is sufficient to consider points 
x, x' of E. Let 

x= a 1 a i ...{Z), x' — a'a'. .(3). 

If now x' -r x, there will be a value of n, which tends to infinity 
as x' -> x, such that a m — a' m (m < n). Hence 

fix)-fix’) = -00...06 n ...—00...06;... -> 0. 

On the other hand, 

}/'(*) dz^/(l)-/(0). 

0 

* A detailed discussion of this function is given by Hille and Tamarkin (1), 
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For the right-hand side is 1, since/(I) = III.. (2) = l,/(0) = 0; 
but f(x) is constant in the intervals B pk , so that f'(x) = 0 in the 
interior of any of these intervals. Hence /'(#) = 0 almost every¬ 
where, and the left-hand side is 0. 

It follows that f(x) is not the integral of its differential 
coefficient, and so is not absolutely continuous. It is easy to 
see this directly. Consider the sum 


2 l/(&)-/K)l 

taken over the intervals (a fi k ) which remain after the pth step 
of removing intervals S pfc . It is equal to 


But 


nm- 

2 (Pk~ X k) = 


-/(“*)} =/(!)—/( 0 ) : 

1 1 _ 2 _ 

~3 _ 9 


1 . 


which tends to zero as p -*• oo. Hence f(x ) is not absolutely 
continuous. 


11.8. Integration of a differential coefficient. If f(x) has 
a differential coefficient almost everywhere, or even everywhere, 
in an interval (a, b), the formula 

X 

jf(t)dt =f(x)-f{a) (a^x^b) (1) 

a 

is not necessarily true It may fail in one or other of two ways. 
Consider, for example, the function 

f(x) = x 2 sm — (x > 0), /(0) = 0, 

x i 

already referred to in § 10.7. Here 

fipf) “ 2x sin ~ ~ cos •— (x > 0), /'(0) = 0, 

so that f(x) exists everywhere; but, as we saw in § 10 7, it is 
not integrable in the Lebesgue sense, so that (1), on the Lebesgue 
theory, has no meaning. 

If we can imagine a function with this kind of singularity 
distributed everywhere in an interval, we shall obtain some idea 
of the nature of the problem of integrating a differential coeffi¬ 
cient. The problem has been solved by means of the Denjoy 
integral. This is a highly general type of non-absolutely con¬ 
vergent integral, and it would take us too far to discuss its 
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properties here. The result is that, if f'(x) exists everywhere, the 
formula (1 ) is true, the integral being a Denjoy integral. 

If we do not assume that f'(x) exists everywhere, but merely 
almost everywhere, the formula (1) may break down still more 
completely. The integral on the left may exist as a Lebesgue 
integral, but be unequal to the right-hand side. We have 
already had an example of this in § 11.72—in fact an example 
where f(x) = 0 almost everywhere, without /(x) being a con¬ 
stant. 

In order to obtain the formula (1), the integral being a 
Lebesgue integral, we have therefore to impose further condi¬ 
tions on f(x) or on f’(x). There are several theorems, varying 
in difficulty according to what is assumed. Their common 
feature is that we suppose that f'(x) exists everywhere. The 
example of § 11.72 shows that no set of conditions which is 
merely given almost everywhere is sufficient. 

11.81. If f\x) exists everywhere and is bounded, then 11 8 (1) 
is true. 

If |/'(x)| < M, then (P.M § 125) there is a number 9 between 
0 and 1 such that 


f(x+h)-f(x) 

h 


= 1 f(x+9h)\^M. 


(1) 


Hence {/(x-f-A)— f{x)}/h converges boundedly to f'(x), and the 
proof is now the same as that of 11.53(1) (with f(x) instead 
of F(x)). 

Alternatively, we may observe that it follows from (1) that 


l\f(* v +h)-f(* v )\<MZK. 

•' = 1 V- 1 

Hence /(x) is absolutely continuous, and the required result 
follows from § 11.71. 

(j 11.83. If f(x) is any function such that /'(x) is finite every¬ 
where and is integrable, then 11.8 (1) is true. 

This evidently includes the theorem of § 11 81; and it includes 
the theorem of § 11.82, since, if f(x) is non-decreasing, f(x) is 
integrable (§11.54). In fact it shows that the theorem of § 11.82 
remains true if we substitute ‘of bounded variation’ for ‘non¬ 
decreasing’; for if/(x) is of bounded variation,/'(x) is integrable 
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(see the end of § 11.71). 

The following proof is substantially that given by Schlesinger 
and Plessner.f It depends on the two following lemmas. 

Lemma 1. Let E be any set in (a, b) of measure zero, e a given 
positive number. Then there is a non-decreasing absolutely 
continuous function x (x) such that /(*) = +oo in E, and 
X( b )~x( a ) < «• 

We can include E in a sequence of open sets 0 1 > 0 2 > ... 
such that m(O n ) < e n , tj-f e 2 -f... = e . Let f n (x) be the charac¬ 
teristic function of the set 0 n Then 

b 

/ AW dt = m(O n ) < e n . 

a 

4>n( x ) = /l( a: )+/»( a; )+"-+A( a: )- 
Then <f> n (t) is non-decreasing as n oo for every t, and 

X 

J ^nW dt < ej-(-e 2 -)-...-)-e n ^ e. 

a 

Hence by § 10 82 <f> n (t) tends to a finite limit <£(<) almost every¬ 
where, and * x 

hm J <t> n (t) dt = [ <f>(t) dt = x (x), 

n—rac * J 

a a 

say. 

This function x (:c) has the required properties. Since it is the 
integral of a non-negative function it is non-decreasing and 
absolutely continuous, and 

b 

X(b)—x(“) = J <AW dt < e. 

a 

x 

***> Tx \ fv{t)dt=1 

a 

x 

in O v> and so, if Xn (x) = J <£„( t) dt, 

r = i J 
a 

f Lebeegueeche Integrate, pp. 186-74. 
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in O n . Hence 

X(x+h )- x (x) ^ Xn(*± h )-Xn( x ) > n _ S 

h^h 

for |A| < h 0 ( 8) and x in O n Hence I)x > n for each of the four 
derivates and x in O n Since a point of E belongs to O n for 
every n, it follows that x'( x ) — + 00 * n 

Lemma 2. If f(x) is continuous in ( a,b ), and D + f > 0 almost 
everywhere in the interval, and D + f is nowhere — oo, then f(x) is 
a non-decreasing function. 

It is sufficient to prove that f(b) i^f(a), since the general 
result then follows by a similar argument. 

Let E be the set of measure zero where D+f < 0 By Lemma 1 
there is an absolutely continuous function y(x) such that 
X\x) = +oo in E, and x (b)—x( a ) < «• 

Let 9( x )=f(x)+x( x ) 

Then in E, D + g-- -foo, since D +x =+cc and D+f is finite, 
and D+g > D +x +D+f. Also in CE 

D+g ^ D+f ^0 

since x 18 non-decreasing. Hence D+g 0 everywhere, and so, 
by § 11.3, ex. (iv), g(b) > g(a) Hence 

f(b)-f(a) y, -{ X (b)-x(a)} > 
and, making « 0, the result follows 

; 11.84. We can now prove the theorem stated in § 11.83. Let 
n be any positive number, and let 

9n( x ) = min{/'(x), n}, G„(x) = max{/'(i), — n}. 

Then g n (x) </'(x) < G n (x), and, since f(x) is integrable, so are 
g n (x) and OJx). Let 

/»(*) = / ?»(<) dt, F n (x) = j G n (t) dt. 

a a 

x 

Then hm fjx) = lim Fjx) = f /'(<) dt = <f>(x), 

ft —►oo n—►ao * 

a 

say. Now D+{Fjx)—f(x)} > D+F n —D+f. 

This is almost everywhere equal to G n (x)—f'(x), i.e. 

D+ { F n( x )—f{x)} > 0 
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almost everywhere. Also 

X+li 

F 4 x ± h ^l3^ ^ 1 J {-n)dt=-n, 

X 

so that D+F n > —n, and bo D + (F n —f) is nowhere —oo. Hence, 
by Lemma 2, F n (x)—f(x) is non-decreasing, i.e. 

K( x )-f(x) > F n {a)—f(a) = —f(a). 

B b 2 

Making n-> oo, we obtain 

<f>{x) >/(x)-/(a). 

A similar argument with f n (x) gives the reversed inequality, 
and this proves the theorem. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 


L For x — $ the function J(x) of § 11 23 has the derivative -f oo, 
2. The density of a set E at a point x may bo defined as 

. MEH) 

hm 91 , ’ 

h~* 0 zh 


where // is the interval {x — h, x-} h) 

Prove that the density of a set is 1 almost everywhere m the set, and 
0 almost everywhere outside it 

[Consider the integral of the characterist ic function of E ] 

3 A set E in (0, 1) is such that, if (a, jS) is any interval, then 

m[E(a, fi)} 8(/3 —a) 

where 5 > 0 Show that m(E) = 1. 

4. If, as A —> 0, u 

f |/(->--f /') -/(r)| dx - o {h ), 

a 

thon f(x) is almost everywhere equal to a constant. 


x, 

[Consider J {/(x-f/i)—/(x)} dx. See Titchmarsh (7), where, however, 

X\ 

the proof is unnecessarily complieated ] 

5. Let a and j3 be positive numbers, f(x) - x a sinx~P (0 < x < 1), 
and /(0) = 0. Then /(x) is of bounded variation m (0, 1) if a > /?, but 
not if a < /?. 

8. A function/(x), defined for 0 < x < 1, is absolutely continuous in 
every interval (0, £), where f < 1, and its total variation in (0, f) is 
bounded as £ —> 1. Show that/(x) tends to a limit as £ —*■ 1, and that, 
if we define /(1) to be equal to this limit, then/(x) is absolutely con¬ 
tinuous m the whole interval (0, 1). 
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[The point of this example is that the difference between ‘continuity 
plus bounded variation’ and absolute continuity is a property of a whole 
interval, and cannot be traced to the behaviour of the function in the 
neighbourhood of any one point.] 

7. The theorem of § 11.83 remains true if f'(x) = + oo in an enumer¬ 
able set. 

8. A necessary and sufficient condition that a function should be 
convex in an interval (a, b), in the sense of § 5.31, is that it should be 
the integral of a bounded increasing function over any interval interior 
to (a, b). 

9. If f(x) is absolutely continuous, so is j f(x)\ r , where p > 1. 

10. A necessary and sufficient condition that f(x) should be almost 

everywhere equal to a function of bounded variation m (a, b) is that 
us h -> 0 h 

j |/(*+A)-/(x)| dx =■ 0(A) 

a 

[where/(r) = 0, say, outside (a, 6)].* 

[If f(x) is of bounded variation, we have f(x) — <f>(x)—>jt(x), where 
<f> and </i are positive, non-decreasing and bounded in (a, b) Then, if 
h > 0, 

b b b 

J ]f(x+h)-f(x)\ dx < J {<f>(x+h)-<f>(x)} dx + J {^(x+A)-^(r)} dx 

a a a 

fe+fc c+ft 6+7* a+fc 

= j" dt — j" <f>(t) dt + J \fi(l) dl — j <p(t) dt = 0(h), 

baba 
so that the condition is necessary. 

Suppose now that the condition is satisfied. Let 

x+lln 

4>.(x) = n J j(t) dt. 

X 

Then 

b b x+h+l/n x+l/n 

f \4>.(.x + h)-<f>,(x)\dx ^ n j dx J — J J(t) dl 

a a xiA x 

b l/n 

~njdx j (f(x + t+h)—f(x+t)}dt 
a 0 

b ifn 

< n j dx j |/(x+<-f h)—f(x+t)\ dt 

a 0 
1/n b 

— n j dl J \f( x +t+h)—f(x+t)\ dx — 0(h). 

o a 

* Hardy and Littlewood (5), pp. 599-601, and (6), p. 619. 
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If (x v , x v -\-h v ) is any set of non-overlapping intervals, 




Xv + hy 


j &(*) 


dx 


Xy-\-hy 


< 2 J |^«( a: )| dx < J \<t>n(x)\ dx, 


and, by Fatou’s lemma and the above result, 
b b 

I <f>.(x + h,)-<i>„(x) 




x)| fix < lim 


/ 


dx =- 0(1) 


Hence Z \<t>n( x v+K)—4>n( x v )\ = °(1)- 

But <f> n (x) —> /(x) almost everywhere. Hence 

1 1/(x„-I-/>„)-/(*„)! <r .4 

if none of the points x v , x v -f h v belong to a certam set E of measure zero If 
a does not belong to E, it follows as m § 11.4 that/(x) = /(a)-j-P(x) — N(x) 
in CE, where F(x) and N(x) are bounded and non-decreasing m CE. In 
E we can define P(x) as lim P(x'), where x‘ —*x from below through CE. 
The result follows without difficulty from this ] 

11. In § 11.4 the existence of f'(x) at a point does not imply that 
of V'(x). 

[Consider f(x) = x , cosx _! * (0 < x < l),/(0) = 0, 1 < a < 2.] 

12. In § 11.54 the condition that <fr(x) is continuous can be omitted. 
[The proof shows that if a and ft are any two points of continuity 

f 

<f>'(x) dx < a) 


But for any non-decreasing function pomts of continuity are everywhere 
dense. Hence, making a —*• a + 0, )S —► 6 — 0, through such pomts, we 
obtain b 


J dx < <j>[b-0)-<f>(a+ 0).] 


13. The set consisting of the intervals ( — \ n = 1, 2,..., has 

-j-1 ztif 

density J at x = 0 

14. A convergent series of non-decreasing functions can be differen¬ 
tiated term by terra almost everywhere. 

Fubini: Bee Rajchman and Saks (l). 

[Let 


Ui(x)+u,(x)+... + u„(x) = ff„(x)- 
Then s(x) is non-decreasing; and 

s(x+ii)-«(x) V u.(x+fc)-u.(x) 


■ s(x) (a < x < 6). 


: -2 

n-l 


N 


u^x+h)-u,[x) 


n-l 
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for every N. Making h —*■ 0, it follows that 

«'(*) > 2 u',(x) 

n-1 

almost everywhere. Hence u'(ar) converges almost everywhere, to 
<f>(x ) say, and <f>(x) < /'(*). 

Suppose that the set E(u, v), where <f>{x) < u < v < f'(x), has positive 
measure p. Almost everywhere in E(u,v) 

a'(x) < u < v < f(x), 

so that aJx-\-h)—s„(x) < hu < hv < f(x+h)—f(x) 

for sufficiently small h. This holds over a finite non-overlapping set of 
intervals of total length l > fai > 0 Summing over these intervals 
l(u — v) < % {f{x + h) — ajx + h)} — {f( jt) —s„(r)} 

« {/<&)-«„(&)}■-{/(«) -*„(«)} 

since f(x)—S'(x) is non-decreasing Makmg n -> oc, l < 0, a contradic¬ 
tion. Hence <f>(x) = f(x) almost everywhere ] 

16. If f(x) is finite everywhere, and equal to a continuous function 
almost everywhere, it is equal to it everywhere. 

l 

16. Show that lim f + dt 

S-o J t 

8 

exists for every x if j{x) is Weicrstrass’s non-differentiable function. 

Show that the limit does not exist at x — 0 if f(x) is the continuous 
function 0 (x < 0), l/log(l/x) (x > 0) 

[This limit exists almost everywhere if j(x) is any integrable function. 
See Titchmarsh, Fourier Integrals, Theorem 105 j 



CHAPTER XII 

FURTHER THEOREMS ON LEBESGUE INTEGRATION 

12.1. In this chapter we adopt a slightly more practical point 
of view than in the two preceding ones. We have carried the 
general theory of definite and indefinite integrals as far as we 
shall require it, and we shall now prove a number of theorems 
which are useful in the manipulation of integrals. 

12.11. Integration by parts. The formula of integration 
by parts in the Lebesgue theory is, of course, the same as the 
ordinary one: if G(x) is an indefinite integral of g(x), then 

b b 

//(*) g(x) dx = [/(x)G(x)j*— j f'(x)G(x) dx. 

a a 

The formula holds if g(x) is any integrable function, and f{x) 
is an integral. 

The proof depends on the fact that the product of two absolutely 
continuous functions is absolutely continuous For let rj>(x) and 
if>(x) be absolutely continuous in (a, b), and let M and M’ be the 
upper bounds of \<f>(x)\ and |<//(*)]. Let {x v ,x v -\-h v ) be a set of 
non-overlapping intervals m (a, b). Then 

2 \<f>(x v +K)ilt(x v +h p )—<f>(xi,)if>(x v )\ 

= 2 \t{x v +h){t(Xy + K)-MXv)} + HxA4>(Xv+K)-4>{X,)}\ 

<M2\'K**+h,)-<K*.)\+M' 2 \<ttx v +h y )-cKx v )\. 

The last two sums tend to zero with 2 h v , and so <f>(z)i/i(x) is 
absolutely continuous. 

In the given formula, f(x) and G(x) are absolutely continuous, 
and hence so is f(x)G{x)\ and 

b 

/ to& x ) G &)) — [f( x ) G ( x )] b a - 

a 

But ^{/(x)G(x)} =f{x)G{x)+f(x)g{x) 

wherever f'(x) and G'(x) exist, and G'(x) = g(x). Since this is 
true almost everywhere the result follows. 

BB 
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y 12.2. Approximation to an integrable function. The 

following theorem is often useful. * 

Iff(x) is measurable over a finite interval, then, given two positive 
numbers S and e, we can define an absolutely continuous function 
tf>(x) such that \f—<f>\ < 8 except in a set of measure less than e. 

Suppose first that f(x) is bounded. We may suppose without 
loss of generality that f(x) ^ 0. Divide up the interval of varia¬ 
tion of fix) by the scale 

0 , 8, 28, , n8 

Let e v be the set where i>8 sC/(.x) < (r-f 1)8 Let i (i v (x) — v8 in e v , 
and zero elsewhere. Then the function 

4 , i x ) = M x )+ •■+</<„-i(*) 
differs from fix) by less than 8 

Let E v be an open set, including e,„ of measure less than 
m,(e v )-\-ej%n. Let S v be the sum of a finite number of the 
intervals of E v , such that m(E v —S„) < e/'3». Let 4> v (x) — v8 in 
S v , and zero elsewhere. Then <f> v = i p v except in a set of measure 
less than 2e/3w; also <f> v is discontinuous at a finite number of 
points, viz. the ends of the intervals of S v . To remove these 
discontinuities, we join the graph of the function to zero at the 
end of each interval by a straight line inclined so that the 
modifications all occur in a set of measure less than «/3w. Thus 
if <f>l is the modified function, <f>' v is absolutely continuous, and 
<f>' v — i/i„ except in a set of measure e/n. 

Let <f>(x) — <^o+^i + --+^»-i- 

Then <f>(x) is absolutely continuous, and cf>(x) — tfi(x) except in 
a set of measure e. Hence 4>{x) has the required property. 

If fix) is not bounded, let {f{x)} k — fix) where \f(x)\ ^ Ivy and 
{f( x )}k — 0 elsewhere. We can take k so large that {f(x)} k —fix) 
except in a set of measure £<?. By the first part, we can deter¬ 
mine <f>(x) so that \{f(x)} k —(f>(x)\ < 8 except in a set of measure 
$e. Then <f>(x) has the required property. 

Notice that, iif(x) is bounded, <j>(x) can be constructed to lie 
between the same bounds as fix). 

If fix) is integrable, we can construct <f>(x) so that, in addition to 
the above properties, 


J l/(z)-#r) | dx< v , 


( 1 ) 
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where ri is arbitrarily small. If f(x) is bounded, say \f(x)\ < M, 
then \<f>(x)\ < M, and 
& 

J \f(x)—<f>(x)\ dx < 8(6— a)-\-2eM, 

a 

giving the required result. If f(x) is unbounded, we define {f(x)} k 
as above, and then determine <f>(x) so that \{f(x)} k —<f>(x)\ <8 
except in a set of measure \ejk. Then 

ft 6 ft 

/ \f(x)-<f>(x)\dx^j \f(x)-fi(x)} k \dx + j \{f(x)} k -<l>(x)\ dx. 

a a a 

The first term tends to zero as k -* oo, and the second term does 
not exceed 8(6— a)-\~e. Hence the result 

Example. If f(x) is mfcoRrable over (a—e, 6 + e), then 
ft 

lim f \f(x ±h)—J(x)\ dx - 0. 

fi —►O J 

5 1 - “ 

•' 12.21. Change of the independent variable. Here again 
the formula is familiar, but the conditions under which it holds 
are novel. 

If f(x) and g(x) are inlegrable, g(x) > 0, and G(x) is an in¬ 
definite integral of g(x), then 

6 p 

J /(<) dt = J f{G{x)} g{x) dx, 

a a 

a and /? being such that a = (7(a), b = G{fi). 

The inverse function of t = G(x), of which a and fi are values, 
is not necessarily one-valued, since G(x) may be constant in 
some intervals. But if more than one value of x corresponds to 
a given value of t, these values of x form a closed interval, and 
we can make the inverse function one-valued by taking a; to be, 
say, the left-hand end-point of the interval. 

We next observe that if F(x) and G(x) are absolutely continuous 
functions, and G(x) is monotonic, then F{G(x)} is absolutely con¬ 
tinuous. For, sinoe F is absolutely continuous, 

I \F{G(x r +h,)}-F{G(x v )}\ 

tends to zero with 


2 \G(x r +h.)-G(x r )\, 



378 FURT HE R THEOREMS ON LEBESGUE INTEGRATION 
and, since G(x) is absolutely continuous, this tends to zero with 

IK 

It follows that, if F(x) and G(x) are integrals of f(x) and g(x), 
then F{G(x )} has a finite differential coefficient for almost all 
values of x, and 

P 6 

J A[J{G(*)>] dx = F{Gm-F{G{«)} = J m dt. 

a a 

The result would now follow if we had 

UF{G{x)}]^f{G{x)]g{x) 


for almost all values of x. But this is not necessarily true For 


G(x+h)-G(x) 

h G(x+h)-G(x) h 


and the second factor on the right tends to g{x) for almost all 
values of x, while the first factor tends to f[G(x)} for almost 
all values of G(x), and the difficulty is that the exceptional set 
of values of G(x), of measure zero, does not necessarily corre¬ 
spond to a set of values of x of measure zero. 

Consider, however, the special case in which J(x) is con¬ 
tinuous. Then 


F{G(x+h)}-F{G(x)} 

G(x+h)-G(x) 


->f{G{x)} 


for all values of G(x), and so for all values of x, and the result 
therefore follows. 

We can now obtain the result for bounded functions by means 
of the approximation theorem of § 12 2. Let |/(<)| ^ M, let 8 
and « be given, and let <f>(t) be the function defined in § 12.2. 
Then the theorem holds for <f>{t), and it is sufficient to prove that 


(8 

J [f{0(x)}g(x)-<f>{G(x)]g(x)]dx 

CL 

tends to zero with 8 and e. Let the set where \f(t)—<f>(t) \ >8 
be included in an open set, of measure less than e, consisting of 
intervals (<„ t v +h v ), and let t v = G(x v ), t„+h y = G(x y +k v ). Then 
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the modulus of the above integral does not exceed 

8 J g(x) dx -f 2 f lf{G(x)}—cf>{G(x)}\g(x) dx, 

a x„ 

and the second term does not exceed 

jv hle„ 

2MX f g(x)dx-=2M2{G(x v +k v )-G(x v )} 

X„ 

= 2M ^ K < 2Jfe. 

This proves the theorem for bounded functions. The point of 
the proof is that 2 13 n °t necessarily small, but the set of 

which this is the measure is equal to a small set together with 
the set where g(x) — 0 

Lastly let f(x) be any mtegrable function. We may suppose 
without loss of generality that it is positive Defining {f(x)} n 
in the usual way, the theorem holds for {/(x)},,, and it is suffi¬ 
cient to prove that 

hm | [f[<H x )}]n Q(x) dx = J f{G{x)}g{x) dx 

ct a 

P b b 

But j [/{G(x)}]„ 9 (x) dx — j {/(<)}„ dt ^ J f(t) dt. 

a « « 

The result therefore follows from the convergence theorem of 
§ 10 82 (regarding f{G(x)}g(x) as 0 if/{G(x)} = oc, g{x) — 0). 

• 

12.3. The second mean-value theorem. If f(x) is in- 
legrable over ( a,b), and <f{x) is positive, bounded, and non¬ 
increasing, then 

b £ 

J f(x)<f>(x) dx = ^(a + 0) C f(x) dx, 

a a 

where £ is some number between a and b. 

Let « be a positive number less than ^(a-f 0)—<^(6—0). Then 
there is a point such that 

<j>(a+0)—<f>(x)<€ (a<x<x 1 ) 

(x>Xj). 
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Similarly there are points x 2 , x a> ... such that 

(X,-! < x < x„) 

>6 (x > x v ), 


so long as <f>(x v _ 1 -\-0)~tf>(b—0) > e. Otherwise we take x n = b. 
The point b is thus reached in a finite number of steps, since 
the variation of <f>{x) in each interval {x y _ i ,x y ) is at least e. 

Let ^(x) = <£(x„+ 0) in each interval x,, x < x„ +1 . Then 
0^ifi(x)—<j>(x) <e except possibly at the points a = x 0 , x v 
x 2 ,...,b, and 

b x *+l 

\ <f>{x)f{x) dx = ”Z<j>(x y +0) j f(x) dx. 

a y=o - 


Let F(x) = J f(t) dt; then, if m and M are the lower and upper 

a 

bounds of F(x), it follows from Abel’s lemma (§ 1.131) that 

b 

?n<f>(a+ 0) !$: J i/i(x)/(x) dx sC M<f>(a+ 0). 
a 

But h 

j b b b 

J 'P( x )f(x) dx — J <f>(x)f(x) dx < e J |/(x)| dx, 

a a a 

which tends to zero with e. Hence, making c 0, it follows that 


b 

J <f>(x)f(x) dx ^ M<f>(a+ 0). 

a 

Since F(x) is continuous, it takes every value between m and 
M, and so, at x = £ say, the value 


b 

a 

This proves the theorem. 

If 4>{x) is positive and non-decreasing, the corresponding 
formula is 


where a < f < 6. 
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If <f>(x) is any monotonic function, there is a number £ between 
a and b such that 

b ( b 

| f(x)4<(x) dx = tf>(a+ 0) j f(x) dx +<f>(b—0) J f(x) dx. 

a a l 

This is obtained from the previous results by considering 
<f>(x)—if>[a+ 0) or <f>(x)—<f>[b— 0). 

12.4. The Lebesgue class* ZX We denote by Z>(a, b) the 
class of functions f(x) such that f(x) is measurable, and \f(x)\ p , 
where p > 0, is integrable over (a, 6). If it is not necessary to 
specify the interval, we denote the class by L p simply. The 
class L l is the class of functions integrable over (a,b), and is 
denoted simply by L. 

We may classify functions defined over any set, or over an 
infinite interval, in the same way, for example, the function 
(1+a;)-* belongs to L p ( 0, oo) if p > 2. 

If fix) belongs to L p , and \g(x)\ ^ |/(x)|, then clearly gix) 
also belongs to L v . 

Examples, (i) A bounded function belongs to L r {a, b), where (a, b) 
is a finite interval, for all values of p 

(u) If f(x) belongs to L r (a, b), where (a, b) is a finite interval, then it 
also belongs to L'(a, b) for q < p. 

(in) If f(r) belongs to L r ( 0, oo) and to L'( 0, oo), where p < q, then it 
also belongs to L r ( 0, oo) if p < r < q. 

[Consider separately the sets where |/(x)| < I and |/(x)| > 1.] 

(iv) The sum of two functions of L r also belongs to I>. 

[For |/(x)+5(2)1" 4' max(2"j/(x)j», 2»|g(x)|»} ] 

(v) The function {xlogM/x} -1 belongs to L(0, $), but not to any 
lJ“{ 0 , i) for p > 1 . 

(vi) The function {x*( 1 + |log x\)}~ 1 belongs to L 2 ( 0, oo), but not to 
L r ((), oo) for any other value of p. 

12.41. Schwarz’s inequality. If fix) and g{x) belong to L*, 
then fix)gix) belongs to L, and 

! J7(*)0(z)«&j< {J \f(z)\ 2 dxj |y(2)| 2 dxj i . 

The interval of integration may be finite or infinite . 


* See in particular F. Rieez (2). 
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Since 2\fg\ ^f*+g 2 , fg belongs to L. Hence the integral 

J {\f(x)+fig(x)}*dx 

= A 2 1 {f(x)f dx+2\p J f(x)g(x) dx+p 2 f {g(x)f dx 

exists for all values of A and p It is evidently never negative. 
But the necessary and sufficient condition that aA 2 -j- 2hXpfi-bp 2 
should be never negative is that h 2 ab, a 0, 6^0; and this 
gives the inequality stated. 

Examples. ( 1 ) The case of equality m the above theorem occurs only 
if f{x)jg[x) is almost everywhere equal to a constant. 

(n) If /(a) and g(x) belong to L”, where p > 2. then /(x)g(x) belongs 
to Lir 

12.42. Holder’s inequality. This is a generalization of 
Schwarz’s inequality 

If f(x) belongs to L”. and g(x) to I*-", where p > 1, then 
f(x)g(x) belongs to L, and 

lf/(x)g(x)dx’^(j \f(x)\»dx ) 1/p (| \g(x)[Pl(P-»dx) 1 - llp . (1) 

The interval of integration may be finite or infinite. 

Let E be the set where |</(x)| ^ |/(x)|*- 1 Then 

l/(*)5i(z)l < \f( x )\ p 

in E\ hence f{x)g(x) is mtegrable over E. In the complementary 
set CE, \f(x)\ < [g'(x)| 1,tp - 1 > Hence 

I f( x )g(x)\ < \g{x)\ vllp ~ Vl 

in CE\ hence f(x)g(x) is integrable over CE, and so over the 
whole interval considered* 

This argument can be used to obtain an inequality similar to 
(1), but with a factor 2 on the right-hand side. Let 

b b 

I = j \f{x)\ p dx, J = j dx. 

a a 

Then 

fc 

jfg dx < J E \fg\ dx + j cB \fg\ dx 

a 

< l/i P dx + j CE \9\ pKp - l) dx < I+J. 

If we replace f(x) and g(x) in this inequality by 
(J/I)<*-»*'f(x), {IIJ)<P-»lp'g(x), 


( 2 ) 
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respectively, the left-hand side is unchanged, and each term on 
the right-hand side is replaced by IVpJ^-Vp. Hence 

(3) 

The inequality (1) can be deduced from the well-known 
inequality 

x m — l<m(x— 1) (x > 1, 0 < m < 1). (4) 

Putting x — ajb (a > b), and multiplying by b, 
a m b 1 ~ m < b-\-m(a—b) 

Putting m — a, 1— m — fi, so that cx-\-f2=l, this takes the 

forra < a<x+bp, (5) 

and since this is symmetrical it holds if a and b are any unequal 
positive numbers. If a = b it becomes an equality. 

Using (5), we have, if F{x) Js 0, G(x) ^ 0, 


b 

r 


F(x) voe/ G(x) sf! 


1 / mdtj ( j G(t)dt\ 


dx 


*F(x) . PG(x) 


i.e. 


^ j" F(t) dt J G(t) dt 

’ a n “ a I 

— = 1 , 

| {F(x)}-{G(x)}P dx ^ jj F(x) da:| a | j G(x) dx j 


dx 




Finally, putting a = 1/p, F(x) — \f(x)\ p , and G(x) = 
the result (1) follows * 

Example. The rase of equality occurs only if |/(.r)l , ’/|9 f (- r )| , ’ /v, ~ 1> is 
almost everywhere equal to a constant. 

/j 12.421. Holder’s inequality for sums. This is 

12 « A I < (2 K\ p ) llp ( 2 A 

The proof is similar to that of the integral inequality. We have 

2 Krt) (rfJ) < 2 ( a if n +fi A) 

— u+P = 1 , 

i.e. 2 A l B l < (2 A)“(2 B nf> 

and writing a = 1/p, A n —\a n \ p , B n — |6„| p,(p_1) , the result 
follows. 


This proof is given by Hardy (20). 
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12.43. Minkowski’s inequality. If f(x) and g(x) belong to 

L p , where p>l , then 

(/ \f( x )-\-9( x )\ p dx^ llp ^ |J | nx)\Pdx) llP +lj \g(x)\»dxy p . (1) 

For 

J \f\-\f+ 9 \ p ~ 1 dx + J \g\-\} J rg\ p -' L dx 

<jj |/| p dx ) VP {j \f+g\ p dx) 1 ~ Vp + 

+ (J \g\ p dx} llp {j\f+ 9]t > dx ^ 

by Holder’s inequality. Dividing each side by 
{{ \f+9\ p dx 

the result follows 

The corresponding inequality for sums 

(2 K+6J p )^<(I Kl^+d \f>n\ p ) llp (2) 

can be proved in a similar way. 


12.44. The integral of a function of L*. We have seen in 
the previous chapter that a necessary and sufficient condition 
that a function should be an integral is that it should be abso¬ 
lutely continuous There is a corresponding condition that a 
function should be an integral of a function of the class D’. 

A necessary and sufficient condition that a function F(x) should 
be the integral of a function of the class lJ‘, where p > 1, is that 
the sum l\F(x,+h v )-F[x v )\*hl-P, 


taken over any system of non-overlapping intervals -h r ), 

should be bounded. 

If instead of ‘should be bounded’ we say ‘should be bounded 
and tend to zero with 2 theorem is still true, and in 

this form it is true for p = 1 also, and so includes the theorem 
on absolute continuity as a particular case. For p > 1 the two 
conditions, one of which appears to be more restrictive than the 
other, turn out to be equivalent. 

To prove that the condition is necessary, suppose that 


F(z) = F{a)+ J f(t) dt. 
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where f(t) belongs to IP. Then 


\F(x v +h ll )-F(x v )\ = rf"mdt 

Xv 


i T ‘i K \ 

[ J 1/(01* *] j | *) 


i l-i Ip 


= h]r' ltJ 


i*" t k " U Ip 

[ j \m\”dt\ . 


Hence 

hy ft 

j,\F(x v +h y )-F{x v )m-^2 J \m\ p dt^ j 1/(01'*, 

x v a 

so that the condition is necessary Since 


JT| +}ty 

I f \f(t)\»dt 

Xy 

tends to zero with 2 the alternative condition is also 
necessary 

Suppose now that the condition is satisfied, and let M be the 
upper bound of the given sums. Then, by Holder’s inequality 
for sums, 


2 \F(x y +K)-F(x v )\h^-i.hl-^ 

which tends to zero with 2 h v Hence F(x) is absolutely con¬ 
tinuous, and so is an integral, say 

X 

F(x) = F(a)+ jf(t) dt 

a 

It remains to prove that /(<) belongs to IP. Consider a 
sequence of finite sets of points in the interval, the with set 
being x mV x mi2 ,..., x m n , such that 

lim max(x m> v+1 —x mi v ) = 0. 

m —►« v 

For example, if the interval is (0,1) we may take x mtV = vj2 m . 
Let f m (x) -- )- F ( X m,y) 

x m, v+1 x m, v 

in each interval x m , * ^ * < *m, k+i- If ^ is not one of the points 
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x m and F'(x) exists, and x m v <x< r x m „ +1 , then 

. F( x m, v + l)~~F(x) X m ,, ¥1 —X 


fm( x ) 


*'*#, v+1 


+ 


= { J F»+S 1 } : 


Ftem..)—F(x) X-X m , v 


v m, V + l V 

{F'(r)+§ 2 } - 

y+1 ^m,v 


= F'(x)+ S 3 , 

where |S s | jS-, | -f- |S 2 [, and 8, and S 2 tend to zero as 


X m,v+l X m,v y 0 . 


Hence lim f m (x) — F’(x) =f(x) 

almost everywhere. Also 

b 

J \fJx)\ p dx='Z i F(x m _„ +1 ) - F{x mi JH *,„,„ +1 -x m , 

a 

Hence, by Fatou’s theorem (§ 10.81), f(x) belongs to L 1 ', and 

J \f(x)\f dxs^hm j \f m (x)\» dxzrM. 


12.5. Mean convergence. If we are given a sequence of 
numbers, say s„, we have usually to consider the behaviour of 
the difference s n —s between s n and a given number s. In dealing 
with a sequence of functions, say f n (x), and a given function 
f(x), it is often not the difference but the mean or average value 
of the difference which is important This can be defined in 
various ways. If the functions belong to the class L v , where 
p ^ 1, we consider the integral 

b 

/ I f n (z)—f(z)\ p dx. (1) 

a 

If this integral tends to zero as n -* 00 , we say that f n (x) con¬ 
verges in mean (en rnoyenne, im Mitt el), to f(x), with index p. 

b 

If | \fm( x )-fn{ x )\ p dx (2) 

a 

tends to zero as m and n tend independently to infinity, we say 
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that the sequence f n (x) converges in mean, with index p. Here 
the function f(x) is not involved explicitly. 

The fundamental theorem* of the subject is that if the 
sequence f n (x) converges in mean, with index p, then there is a 
function f(x) of the class L p , defined uniquely apart from sets of 
measure zero, to which f n (x) converges m mean. 

The theorem is analogous to the ‘general principle of con¬ 
vergence’, that if s m —s n 0, then there is a number s to which 
s n tends. 

A word of explanation is necessary with regard to the ‘unique¬ 
ness’ of the limit-function f(x). Suppose that we have found 
a function f(x) which satisfies the given conditions. Then 
obviously any other function g(x) which is equal to f(x) almost 
everywhere also satisfies the conditions. So at any particular 
point the value of f(x) is undetermined, though its general 
aggregate of values is in a sense determined. The function f(x) 
should be regarded as a representative of a class of functions, 
any two of which are equal almost everywhere, and so all of 
which behave in the same way in integration. 

The theorem for a finite interval and p > 1 may be proved 
as follows. To every integer v corresponds a smallest positive 
integer n v such that 

f 1 

J l/ m (*)-/n(*)l P dx <J V ( m > n V < n > n v)- 

a 

In particular, 

J l/n, +l (^)-/n»l P dx < - (v= 1, 2, 3... ). 

a 

If E v is the set where \f ny+i (x)—f n (x)\ > 2- vip , it follows that 
m(E v ) < (§)■'. Hence the series 

S I/»,+,(*)-/»,(*)I 

V=1 

is convergent, by comparison with J if, for some value 
of N, x does not belong to the set £ i ^ + i-|-^jv+ 2 + “ • Since the 
measure of this set tends to 0 as N -*■ oo, it follows that the 

* Fischer (1), F. Riesz (1), (2), W. H. and G C Young (2), where several 
alternative proofs are given, and Hobson (1). 
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above series is convergent for almost all values of x; hence so is 

V=1 

i.e. there is a function/(x) (defined almost everywhere) such that 

1W»„( X ) =/(x) 

V—►*! 

almost everywhere. 

This function f(x) has the required property. For by Fatou’s 
theorem 

b b 

bm J \f n>i (x)-f ny (x)\r> dx^ j \f n ^{x)-f(x)\P dx ; 



j l/» M ( x )-/«„(*)l p dx<e (fl> v 0 ,v> v 0 ). 

a 

b 

Hence J !/„,>)-/( x )l p dx < e (ji>v „), 

a 

b 

i.e. lim J \f„Jx)-f(x)\» rfx = 0, 

a 

i.e. the sub-sequence / (x) convenes in mean to f(x). 

Also, by Minkowski’s inequality, 

jj !/(*)—/»(*)I* dx^ 

< { / I f(^)-fn^)\ P dx\ P + / f lf n Jz)—f n (x)l P dx j , 

which tends to zero as n and tend to infinity, by what has 
just been proved and the original hypothesis. Hence the whole 
sequence / n (x) converges in mean to /(x). 

Finally, suppose that f n (x) converges in mean to f(x) and also 
to g{x). Then 

( J \f~9\ p dxj * < ( J I f~fn\ p J \ff~fn\ p dxj ' P -> 0. 

Hence the left-hand side is 0, and so f(x) = g(x) almost every¬ 
where. 

If p — 1 the proof is simpler, since it is not necessary to use 
Minkowski’s inequality. 
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12.51. The proof applies almost unchanged to an infinite 
interval. We find that the above series are convergent almost 
everywhere in (a, b) for every 6, i e. almost everywhere in (a, co); 
and Fatou’s theorem holds for an infinite interval, for, taking 
the set E of § 10.81 to be the interval (a, 6), 

b b oo 

J f(x) dx <C lirn J f n {x) dx <, lim J /„( x) dx, 

a a a 

and, making b -> oo, we obtain the required extension of Fatou’s 
theorem. The proof for an infinite interval now follows. 

12.52. We have also (for a finite or infinite interval) 

lim f | f„(x)\ p dx — f \f{x)\ p dx. 

n->oo ^ ■* 

For by Minkowski s inequality 
{ | \fn(*)\ p <1 *{ J dx] 1,p + | | \f(x)-f„(x)\P dx} 11 *, 

and also 

( j \f(x)\p dx) llp ^ ( | \f n (x)\P dx) l,P + ( J I/(*)-/„(*)!* dx) llp . 
Hence lim j J|/ n (*)l p dx ) 1,p = j J |/(x)p dx j Vp , 
and the result follows 

12.53. If f n {x) converges m mean to f(x) with index p, and 
g(x) belongs to L pl(p ~ v , then 

lim J f n (x)g{x) dx = j f{z)g(x) dx. (1) 

For 

|J {/»(*)-/(*)}?(*) dx \ 

< (/ !/»-/(*) i p dxf p \ / \g(x)\ p « p -»dx) l ~ Vp , 

which tends to zero. 

In particular x x 

lim { Li 1 ) dt = j /(0 dt ( 2 ) 

a a 

for all values of x in the interval considered. 

For the function g(t ) = 1 ( a<t<x ), — 0 (t>x), belongs to 
LpKp-u. 
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Examples. ( 1 ) If f,(x) -+J(x) boundedly over a finite interval, then 
J % (x) converges m mean t of(x) with any index. 

(n) Consider the closed intervals (0, \), ($, 1), (0, $), (J, |), (f, 1), 
(0, i), etc. Let f,(x) = 1 m the wth interval, and f n (x) = 0 in the re¬ 
mainder of the interval (0, 1). Then /„(x) converges m mean to zero 
in (0, 1), with any index, but /„(x) does not tend to zero for any value 
of x. 

(in) If f H (x) converges in mean to J(x), and/ n (x) -> g(r) almost every¬ 
where, then f(x) — g(x) almost everywhere [Use Egoroff’s theorem.] 
(iv) lif,(x) converges in mean to J(x) with index p, and gjx) to g(a-) 
with index p/(p— 1), then J/„g« dx -> J fg dx 

Q 12.6. Repeated integrals. As m the elementary cases con¬ 
sidered m § 1 8, the equation 

ft p P ft 

j dx j f(x, y) dy = J dy J f(x, y) dx (1) 

a cl a a 

is in general true in the Lebesgue theory. The genera] discussion 
of this, however, depends on the theory of the double integral 

J (/(*’ y) dxd y> 

which in turn depends on the theory of two-dimensional sets 
of points. It would take us too far to carry this out in detail. 

There is, however, a particular kind of repeated integral which 
includes many cases of interest, and which can be dealt with 
by the theory already developed 

Let f(x) be integrable hi the Lebesgue seme over (a, b), and g(y) 
over (a, /3), and let k(x, y) be a continuous function of both variables, 
or, if it has discontinuities, let them be of the type described in 
§1.82. Then 

b P p b 

J f(x) dx j g(y)k(x, y)dy = j g(y) dy j f(x)k(x, y) dx (2) 

a a cl a 

Suppose first that f(x) and g(y) are bounded, say \f(x)\ M, 
\g(y)\ < M. Let \k(x,y)\ < K. 

Let <f>(z) be a continuous function satisfying 12.2 (1); and let 
l<£(#)| < M. Let 4>{y) be a continuous function related in the 
same way to g(y). 

Call the left-hand side of (2) I, and let 
6 P 

/' = J <f>(x) dx j ifi(y)k[x, y) dy. 
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Then b $ 

/-/' = I {f(x)-<f>(x)} dx j g(y)k(x,y) dy 4 

a tx 

b p 

+ J <£(*) dx J {g(y)-ip(y)}k(x,y) dy , 

a . a 

and hence 

6 

< J|/(r)-^(x)|(/3-«)MA'di +(6— a)My 

a 

4 MK(p —« 4 b — a)i 7 . 

Similarly, if the right-hand side of (2) is J, and 
P ft 

J' = J </r(y) dy J <f>(x)k(x, y) dx, 

a /z 

then | J — </'| tends to 0 with y. 

But, by the theorem of § 1 81, since tf>{x)if/(y)k(x,y) 

is continuous, or has discontinuities of the restricted type 
Hence \I—J\ tends to 0 with y, and so / — J 
The extension to unbounded functions may be left to the 
reader; we suppose first that/(x) and g(r) are positive, and argue 
with {/(x)}„ and {y(x)}„ in the usual manner. 

12.61. If f(x) 1 s integrable over (0,1), and g(x) over (0, 2), then 
the integral , 

J f(x)g(x+t) dx 
0 

exists for almost all values of t in (0,1), and represents an in¬ 
tegrable function of t 

It is sufficient to consider the case where/and g are positive. 
Define {f(x)} n as usual, and let 

^(0 = J {/(*)}» 9(x+t) dx 
0 

This integral exists for all values of t. and, for a given n, F„(t) 
is bounded, and for each value of t it is a non-decreasing func¬ 
tion of n. Also 

J FJt) dl = j dt J {/(x)}„y(x4<) cix= J {/(x)} n dx J g(x+t) dt, 

0 0 0 0 0 
if we may invert the order of integration, ^ 


cc 
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To justify this, approximate to g by a continuous function 
ifi, as in the previous proof, and let 

X(0 = J {/(*)}»#*+<) dx. 

0 

1 1 1 

Then f x(0 dt = J {/(^)}« dx | #r-M) d<, (2) 

oo 0 

this inversion being justified by the above theorem Now 

WW-xiOl < / {/(*)}« l0(*+*)—lM*+<)| dr < n v , 

o 

so that the left-hand side of (1) differs from that of (2) by less 
than ntj. Similarly the right-hand sides differ by less than mj. 
Hence, making y -> 0, we obtam (1). 

1 1 2 

Hence [ F n (t) dt < j f(x) dx J g(y) dy. 

0 0 0 

Hence, as n -> oo, F n (t) tends to a finite limit for almost all 
values of t (§ 10 82). The result now follows from the theorem 
of § 10.82. 

Q 12.62. Repeated infinite integrals. 7/ f(x), g(y), and k(x, y) 
are positive, and the conditions o/ § 12 6 are satisfied for all values 
of 6 > a and ft > a, then 

CC CO co eo 

J /(x) dx J g(y)fc(x, y ) dy = J g{y) dy J f(x)k{x, y) dx (1) ^ 

a a an 

provided that either side is convergent. 

The theorem is similar to that of § 1.85, but the supplementary 
conditions which appear there are now a consequence of the 
mam hypothesis. 

Suppose that the right-hand side of (1) is convergent. Since 
x « 

j f(x)k(x,y)dxs^ j f(x)k(x,y)dx, (2) 

a a 

and the left-hand side of (2) is a measurable (in fact a con¬ 
tinuous) function of y , it follows that 

00 X 

J g(y) dy j f(x)k(x,y) dx 
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is convergent. Hence 


383 


n -i .a n 

lim f £(?/) dy f f(x)k(x, y) dx = lim f f(x) dx f g(y)k(x, y) dy 

«-+•« J * n^-ao •' 


is finite. Also 


7 * 

-F n (z) =/(*) J g(y)k{x,y) dy 


is a non-decreasing function of n for each value of x. It there¬ 
fore follows from § 10 82 that F n (x) tends to a finite limit, as 
n -> 00 , for almost all values of x in (a, X), i e. 


J g(y)k(x, y) dy 

a 


is convergent for almost all values of x in (a, A); and by § 10.82 

A 00 An 


J /(*) dx J g(y)k(x, y) dy = lim [ f(x) dx J g(y)k(x, y) dy 

a a n ~*°o a a. 

n X 00 X 

= hm | g(y) dy J f(x)k(x,y) dx = j g(y) dy j f(x)k(x,y) dx. (3) 


By (2), the right-hand side of (3) is bounded as X -* 00 , hence 
so is the left-hand side, and therefore the left-hand side of (1) is 
convergent. 

We can now prove m a similar way that the order of integra¬ 
tion in r 

j 9 (y) dy j f(x)k{x,y) dx 

<* a 

may be inverted The final result then follows as in § 1.85. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 


1. If f(x) 16 mtegrable over (o, 6), and a — x 0 < x 1 <. x„ < <_ x n = b, 

then ,i.4i , ft 

n-l 

I 


J f(t) dt -> J |/(f)| At 


as the greatest partial interval tends to zero. 

[The proof is elementary for continuous functions; and then the 
general result may be deduced by means of the theorem of § 12 2.] 

2. If F(x) is absolutely continuous in (o, 6), its total variation in the 
interval is & 

| |F'(.r)| dx. 

a 

[Use the result of the previous example.] 
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3. Show that, if /(a:) and g(x) belong to L % , 

J {/(a -)} 2 dx f {d( x )Y dx - | J f(x)g(x) dx | 

= i J dy j {f(x)g(y)-f(y)g(x)) 2 dx. 


and hence obtain another proof of Schwarz's inequality. 


4. We use log a: to denote logr if r > e, and log'.r = 1 if x < c. 

Show that if {f(x)} 2 \og'f(x) and {g(x)) 2 j\og'g{x) are mtegrable over 
(a, b), then f(x)g(x) is mtegrable over {a, b). 

[Let E be tho set where / <• g/log'g. Then 



{g(-r )) 2 

£ log 'g(r) 


dx 


In CE, g < f log' 3 . If g < e this gives 

V <f< f log'/. 

If g '> e, \g < Ag/log'g < Af, log g < A log/, and hence again, 
g < Af log /. Hence 


5 If /'’(log'/)* and gW<r-i)(log'g)-«/ < J>-i' are mtegrable, then f(x)g(x) is 
mtegrable 


0. Prove that 


uv «logu + e ' -1 


(m > 1, V > 1 ) 


Deduce that if /(r)log ’f(x) and e** 1 are mtegrable, so is f(x)g(j ) 

[W H Young (4) The inequality may be verified by putting u — e*, 
v = y+ 1 ] 

7. If oi > 0, > 0, y > 0, a+/?+y - 1, 

j jfgh dx| < ( J |/ |*/» dx)“[ J |g|‘/P dx^ J |A|‘/v dxj. 

8 If A > 0, [jl > 0, A/a < 1, and f(or) and g(x) belong to suitable 
L-classes, then 
J r |(l+AMl+jt)/(l-Ap) 

J f g ^ 

< J |/| 1+x |Gf| 1+ *‘ da:(J \f | 1+A dx)" lH ^ J |g| 1+,t dx}™ + " >/<l 


[W. H Young (2); the result may be obtained by suitable sub¬ 
stitutions in ex. 7 ] 

9. If F(x) is the integral of a function of the class L T , where p> 1, 
then as h-> 0 F(x+h)-F(x) =o(h>-'l>). 
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[If F(x) is the integral of f(x), 

i x-hh 

|F(*+fc)-F(*)| =| j f{i)dt 


. x l-A 


<{7 | W .p{7 

and the last factor tends to zero with h ] 

10 If j(.r) belongs to 7>(0, oc), where p > 1, the integral 


* t-A 


f . sin xy . 

f(x) ——? dx 

o 

is uniformly convergent m any finite interval 

11 If J(x) belongs to Z>, where p> 1, and <b(y) is the integral defined 
in the previous example, then as h —> 0 

4>{y + h )-<i>('j) ~ o(h'!r) 



4>{y+h)- 



0 


/<*> 

x 


[sm{x{y + h)} — sin xt/] dx 


Hence 

\<f>(y + h)-<f>(y)\ 



sin \xh cosx(y ■+ ih) dx 


CO 



The first factor is a constant, and the second factor, on putting x — £/h, 
is seen to be a multiple of h' ! ” This gives the required result with O 
instead of o If, however, we apply the above argument to the integrals 
over (0, 8) and (A, oo), where 8 is arbitrarily small and A arbitrarily 
large, and notice that 



sin Jx/tcosx(y-(-i^> dx 



jsin Jxfc| dx = 0(h) 


for fixed 8 and A, the required result follow's 
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12. Show that the integral 

00 

#»)- 

o 

is absolutely convergent if f(x) belongs to J>, where 1 < p < 2; and 
that, as y 0, ^( ;y ) „ 0 

13. If f(x) is uniformly continuous over (0, ao), and belongs to a class 
I>(0, co), then f(x) —* 0 as x —> oo. 

14. If /( x) belongs to I>(0, oo), where p > 1, so do the functions 

X GO 

#*> = l - J m dt, ip(x) = J dt. 

0 x 

[Hardy (17) and (19) Consider <f>(x), for example It is bounded except 
as x —*■ 0 or x —*■ oo. Hence j, 

J \<t>(x)\*dx 

a 

exists for 0 < a < b < oo ; and it is sufficient to prove that this integral 
remains bounded asa-»0 and b —> oo. 

We may suppose without loss of generality that /(<) > 0. Let 

r 

A(x) = f f(t) dt. 

0 

Then x l ~ r {fi(x)}* tends to zero, both as x —> 0 and as x -> oo; for 

2* / 3) \p~] ^ 

{/l(z)}» <. / {/(<)}' dt M eft J - » J {/(<)}' dt, 

o 'o' 0 


whence the result for x — 0 follows. Again, if x > a similar argument 
shows that | x ^ 

/i(x) < |/(<) df + (x - 1 J {/(<)}' d/j , 

o ' £ ' 

and we can choose (, so large that the last factor is arbitrarily small, 
for all x ,> This gives the result for x -> oo. 

6 6 

We write J {<f>(x)}>' dx — J {fi(x)} r x~* dx, 

a a 

and integrate by parts, obtaining 

J dx 

a 

b 

= + J {^)}”- 1 /(x) dx- 
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Hence 


j" {<f>(x))rdx < °( 1 )+'~Tj j/ (<£(*)}' da: j 11 {/(*))' 


and dividing by the factor 


j J Mz)]>dx J‘ 


and making a —»• 0, 6 -> oo, we obtain 

1 


{/ 


{<f>(x)}> dr 


-■{/ 


{/(*)}'’ da; 


i/i> 


'o ' 'o 

We leave the corresponding process for ip(x) to the reader ] 

15. Prove that, with the hypotheses of the previous example, the 

integrals 00 00 

J \<f>(x)\* dx, J dx 

o o 

are convergent for q > p. 

16. If f(x) belongs to L p (0, oo), where p > 1, and 


<f>(x) -- J e~**f(y) dy. 


then y 1 ~*/ p <f>(y) belongs to L p . 

1 lx 


For 


< J l/(2/)| dy + J - 


\J(y)\ 


dy. 


and the result follows from ex 


.14] 


17 If f(x) belongs to L p (a, 6), there is a continuous function g(x) 
such that ft 

J \f(x)-g(x)\’dx < t. 

a 

[The result for bounded f(x) follows at once from § 12.2, and the 
general result may then be deduced from this.] 

18. If f(x) belongs to L p over an interval including (o, b), then 

b 

lim f \f(x+h)—f(x)\ p dx = 0. 

A-*o J 
a 

[The result is immediate for continuous functions. For the general 
result use the previous example ] 

19. If/(a:) belongs to f>( — oc, co), then 


oo 

lim f \f(x+h)—f(x)\ p dx = 0. 

Ar+fl * 
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20. If f(x) belongs to L"(— co, co), and g(x) to />/<»->>(—oo, oo), then 

oo 

F(t) = J f(x+t)g(x)dx 
— 00 

is a continuous function of t. 

[For |F(<+/t)-F(f)| 

| | + <)|*rf.rj | J 






u-l/» ■ 


21 The function F(t) of the previous example tends to zero at infinity. 

OO —\t 00 


[Write / = /+/•] 

— CO —oo — 

22 If f(r) belongs to I>( — oc, oo), then 


F(x) 


ao 

r /to 

J !+(*-< 


(it 


is continuous, and belongs to L*( — oc, oo) 

[Use the inequality 

\F(x)\ p < f ( f ' 


dt 



23. If f(x) is integrable, the integral 
x 

/.(*) = pi- f (x-tr-'f(t) dt (a > 0) 
1 (“) J 

o 


exists almost everywhere, and f„(x) is integrable 

[The function JJx) is the integral of /( x) of order a.; for some pro¬ 
perties of such integrals see Hardy (12) and Hardy and Littlewood (5) ] 
24 If f(x) belongs to L p (p > 1), show by the method of ex 20 that 
fjx) is continuous if a 1 /j o. 

25. If fa,p(x) denotes the integral of order /? of f a (x), then 

f*,e(x) =/«+»(*) (a > 0 , /? > 0), 
wherever the right-hand side exists. 

[We have to invert the repeated integral 
x t 

j (x—1)^~ 1 dt j ( k t—u) t ‘- l f(u)du 
o o 

rl -8 

and use Ch. I, ex 18. The integral f J may be inverted by § 12.8. 

8 o 

We can then make S -*• 0 and use the theorem of § 10 82.] 



CHAPTER XIII 
FOURIER SERIES 


13.1. Trigonometrical series and Fourier series. A 

trigonometrical series is a series of the form 

co 

i«o+ 2 (a„cosrw;+6„sinna:), (1) 

n= 1 

where the coefficients a 0 , a v b v . . are independent of x. The 
problem of representing a given function f(x) by a senes of this 
form was first encountered by Fourier in a problem of the con¬ 
duction of heat. Subsequently it was found that these series 
play an important part m the theory of functions of a real 
vanable, and it is from this point of view that we shall consider 
them here. 

We naturally begin by trying to find formulae for the coeffi¬ 
cients a n , b n , in terms of the given function/(x) Suppose that 
the series converges uniformly, or even boundedly, to f(x) > we 
may then multiply by cos mx, where m is a positive integer, and 
integrate term by term over the interval (0,2rr). Since 

277 

j* cos mx cos nx dx = tt {n = m ), = 0 (n ^ m) 

6 

27 r 

and J cos mx sin nx dx = 0 

o 

for all values of n, we obtain the result 


a 


in 


277 

J /(x)cosmx dx 
o 


( 2 ) 


The same formula also gives a 0 ; and similarly, multiplying by 
sinmx and integrating term by term, 


b 


m 


277 

J /(z)sin mx dx 


o 


(3) 


The formulae (2) and (3) are known as the Euler-Fourier 
formulae for the coefficients. 

There is, however, no a priori reason for supposing that a 
given function can be expanded in a boundedly convergent 
trigonometrical series. The above process is therefore not a 
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proof that the coefficients necessarily have the above form. 
What it really suggests is that we should adopt a different point 
of view. Instead of starting with the series, and assuming that 
it has a certain property, we start from the function, and define 
the coefficients by the above formulae. We then consider the 
properties of the series so formed. 

Suppose, then, that we are given a function f(x), integrable 
in the sense of Lebesgue over the interval (0,2w). Then the 
integrals (2) and (3) exist, and the numbers a m , b m defined by 
them are called the Fourier coefficients of f(x). The trigono¬ 
metrical series of the form (1), with these coefficients, is called 
the Fourier series of f(x). 

The scheme of the chapter is as follows. We first try to 
determine conditions under which the Fourier series converges 
to f(x). A number of these conditions are found, but they are 
all rather special ones (§§ 13.11-13.25). We next consider a 
generalized kind of convergence (summability (C, 1)), and find 
that it enables us to put the theory into a more systematic 
form (§§ 13.3-13 35). In the following sections we consider some 
problems of term by-term integration, and this leads us to con¬ 
sider properties of the Fourier coefficients themselves, apart 
from the Fourier series In §§ 13 8-13.86 we return to the 
question of the relation between Fourier series in particular and 
trigonometrical series m general Lastly we give some of the 
corresponding theory of Fourier integrals. 

13.11. The convergence problem. The first problem which 
we have to consider is whether the series formed in the above 
manner converges, and, if it does, whether its sum isf(x). 

At the time when Fourier series first came into use, there 
seemed to many mathematicians to be something paradoxical 
in saying that an ‘arbitrary’ function could be represented by 
a series of functions, each of which is continuous and periodic. 
The reader who has examined the peculiarities of some of the 
series in Chapter I is perhaps prepared to believe that even this 
is possible; and we shall show that the series does, substantially, 
do what is required of it. We must not, however, expect too much. 

In the first place, every term of the series has the period 27 t; 
hence the sum of the series, if there is one, also has the period 
2 ?t. We therefore define the function f(x) first in the interval 



FOURIER SERIES'AND LAURENT SERIES 401 

0 < * < 2ir; outside this interval we define it by periodicity, 
i.e. by the equation 

f(x+2n) =/(*). 

Secondly, it is impossible that, whatever f(x) is, the series 
should converge to the sum f(x) for every value of x. Con¬ 
sider, for example, two functions f(x) and g(x) which differ at 
one point only. They have the same Fourier series, so that it 
cannot represent both functions at every point. More generally, 
two ‘equivalent’ functions, i e. functions which are equal almost 
everywhere, have the same Fourier series, which therefore can¬ 
not represent them both if they differ anywhere. 

Actually we shall see that the series does represent the func¬ 
tion, provided that the function is not too complicated; and 
even m the most complicated cases, the series still represents 
in some sense the main features of the function. 


13.12. Fourier series and Laurent series. There is a 
close formal connexion between a Fourier series and a Laurent 
series. Let F{z) be a one-valued analytic function, regular for 
R < |z| < R. Then » 

^(*)= I Cn* n > 


where 




|«|=r 

Putting z = re' 8 , we have 

F(re«)= J A n*' n6 > 

n= —oo 
2t r 

where A_= — | F(re x ^)e~ in ^ ify. 

2n J 
o 

The expansion may also be written 

F{re' e ) = A 0 + £ {(A n +A_Jcosn0-H(4 n -A_ n )sin«0}, 

n =l 

where 

2ir 2 ir 

A 0 = ~ J F(re^) d<f>, A n +A„ n — ~ J F(re^)coan<f> (fy, 

0 0 
2ir 

i{A n -A_ n ) =1 J F(re^)sin«^ d<f>. 
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We have thus expressed the Laurent series in the form of 
a Fourier series The fact that in this case the series represents 
the function, and indeed converges uniformly to it, follows from 
the theory of analytic functions In general we assume much 
less about the function than that it is analytic, and the problem 
requires quite different methods. 
f 

13.2. Dirichlet’s integral. Let 0 < x < 2ir, and let 


s n — s n {x) = \a 0 + 2 K» cos mx + b m sin mx). 


( 1 ) 


This partial sum can be represented as a definite integral. We 
have 

2 rr 




dt + 


+11 cos mx f f(t) cos mt dt -f sin mx f /(/)sin mt dt 
’ T "‘<T o 

2rr 2tt 

, 1 j (hS«*m)» il - h J d ‘ 


Putting t~x-]-u, this becomes 


27T — Z 


-hi 


8in(n+|)a 
sm \u 


f{x+u) du, 


or, since the integrand has the period 2tt, and so takes the same 
valueB in (2-rr— x, 2n) as m (—x,0), 

277 

0 

This formula is known as Dirichlet's integral It may also be 
written in the form 


= h / sin sm^r“ {/(a:+M)+/(x - M)} du - l3) 

o 

This is obtained by writing u — — v in the range (v, 2w), so that 
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this part of (2) becomes 


j *$**-.>*-/ 

~2tt 0 

by periodicity. 

Suppose, in particular, that/(x) — 1 for all values of x. Then 
a 0 — 2, and all the rest of the Fourier coefficients are zero, so 
that s n = 1 for n > 0 In this case the above formula becomes 


J_ f sm ( n +\) u 2du . 

2 it J sin \u 


Multiplying this by s, and subtracting from (3), we have 


7T 

1 r 

" 2t r J 


sin(n 
sin iu 


\)u 


{f(x+u)+f(x-u) — 2s}du (4) 


A necessary and sufficient condition that the series should 
converge to the sum s is, therefore, that this integral should tend 
to zero The ‘convergence problem’ is the problem of deter¬ 
mining under what conditions the integral tends to zero, and, 
when it does so, whether s = f(x) We may consider the con¬ 
vergence problem for one particular value of x, for all values of 
x, or for almost all values of x. or for some other set of values 
of x. We begin by considering one particular value of x. 

’ 13.21. The Riemann-Lebesgue theorem. The following 
theorem is fundamental in the theory 

If f(x) is inferrable over (a, b), then as A -> oo 

h h 

J f(x )cosAx dx -*■ 0, J /(x)sin Ax dx -> 0. 

a a 

Consider, for example, the cosine integral. If /(x) is an 
integral, we may integrate by parts, and obtain 

6 h 

* J /(x)cosAx dx — [/(X) ™ **] — ^ J /'(x)sin Ax dx. 

a a 

The last integral is bounded, so that the whole is 0(\jX). 
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In the general case, given «, we can (§ 12.2) define an abso¬ 
lutely continuous function <f>(x) such that 

/ \f(x)-<K*)\dx<t. 

a 

b b 

Then J {/(x) — <f>(x)}coB hx dx ^ / \f{x)—4>{x)\dx<€ 

a <x 

for all values of A; and, by the first part, 

b 

j if>(x)cos Xxdx <e (A > Xff). 

a 

b 

Hence J f(x) cos Ax dx < 2e (A > A,,), 

a 

the required result. A similar proof applies to the sine integral. 

There is an alternative proof on the lines of § 13.72, UBing 
the example of § 12.2. 

13.22. The Riemann-Lebesgue theorem has the following 
important consequences. 

The Fourier coefficients of any integrable function tend to zero. 
This is the particular case of the theorem where A = n, and 
the limits are 0 and 2tt. 

The behaviour of the Fourier series for a particular value of x 
depends on the behaviour of the function in the immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood of this point only. 

Let 8 be a positive number less than it, and let g(t) —f{t) in 
the interval x—8 <t< x-j-8, and g(t) — 0 in the rest of the 
interval (x—n, x+n). Let the partial sums of the Fourier series 
of g(t) be denoted by S n . Then 

s * - s / ulsTir «*+•>+**-«» ** 

0 

“ h J <A*+»+A*-«» 

0 

a ”-®"= h, j {/(*+»)+/(*-»» 

« 


Hence 
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cosec lu{f(x-{-u)+f(x— «)} 

is integrable over (8, n) if 8 > 0; and hence, by the Riemann- 
Lebesgue theorem, s —S -* 0 

Hence, however small 8 may be, the behaviour of 8 n depends 
on the nature of f(t) in the interval (x—8, £+8) only, and 
is not affected by the values which it takes outside this 
interval. 

It is this property which makes it possible for the senes to 
represent an arbitrary function; but the series only represents 
the function at the pomt x as a sort of limit of its average value 
over the interval (x—8,x-)-8), and this will be equal to/(x) only 
if the behaviour of the function is sufficiently simple. As we 
have already remarked in § 13.1, the value of f(t) at the point 
t — x itself does not determine or affect in any way the sum of 
the series. 


13.23. Convergence tests. We first put the ‘necessary and 
sufficient condition for convergence to the sum s’ into a more 
convenient form Let 


<f>{u) —f(x+u)+f(x—u)—2a. 
Then the condition, by § 13 2 (4), is 


l.m f sin(n y>“ #M *, = o. 

n—.to J Sin Jli 


We may replace this by 
s 


lim f \) u ^( u ) ^ _ o, 

J sm \u 


(») 


( 2 ) 


where 0<8<7r; for, by the Riemann-Lebesgue theorem, the 
difference between the integrals in (1) and (2) tends to zero. 
Next we may replace (2) by 

lim f J^-- j>{u) du = 0; (3) 

n-M<> J W 
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for (cosec \u—2ju)<f>{u) is integrable over (0, S), and so, by the 
Riemann-Lebesgue theorem, 
s 

lim I sm(n+ \)u ,--} 6{u) du = 0. 

„->ooJ (smitt u I r 

o 

We are now in a position to state some tests for convergence. 


13.231. Dini’s test. If <f>(u)/u is integrable over (0,8), then 
the aeries converges to the sum s. 

This theorem is at once obvious from the above formula (3) 
and the Riemann-Lebesgue theorem It should of course be 
remembered that the integrability of <f>(u)/u in the Lebesgue 
sense implies ‘absolute integrability’. The existence of 


lim 

<-*0 


/ 


M iu 


u 


is not a sufficient condition for convergence 


Examples, (l) At any point where f(x) is differentiable, the series 
converges to the sum f(x) 

[At such a point, <£(?<)/« is bounded ] 

(n) More generally, if f(x) satisfies the ‘Lipt>chit7 condition’ of order 
“’‘• e J(*+h)-J(x) -0(|/,|*) (0 - a *" 1), 


thejr'f] 

VIS. 


''the senes converges to the sum f(x). 

.232. Jordan’s test. ///(<) is of bounded variation m the 
neighbourhood of t — x, then the series converges to the sum 


K/( a:- t-0)+/( a:— '0)}- 

Since ‘bounded variation’ means ‘bounded variation over an 
interval’, this condition is really one for convergence over an 
interval 

We know that, if f(x) is of bounded variation, the limits 
/(#-f0) and /(z—0) exist. Hence 


<t>(u)=f(x+u)+f(x—u}-f(x-\-0)—f(x— 0) 

is of bounded variation in an interval to the right of u = 0, and 
< f>(u) -> 0 as u -> 0 Hence we may write 


<t>(u) = <f> 1 (u)—<f> 2 (u), 

where and <^ 2 are positive increasing functions of u\ each of 
these functions tends to the same limit as u -r 0, and we may, 
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by subtracting a constant from each function, arrange that this 
limit shall be zero. 

Suppose that 8 is so small that fi(u) is of bounded variation 
in the interval ( 0 , 8 ). Then 


° 8 8 

= f #lW du _ f Mu) du 

0 0 
— J\ *^2> 

say. Consider the integral J, Given 6 , choose -q so small that 
Then, by the second mean-value theorem, 

j t,(u) du = *,<„) j “”(» + !)“ du (C < f < ,) 

0 ( 

(n-t 1 >ij 

= «,) j 


The last integral is bounded for all values of n, and 77 , so that 


j rrin(.+t)»^ iu)Ju<A ,. 
J * 


Having fixed rj, by the Riemann-Lebesgue theorem 


f — -—- <f> x (u) du < € {n > n 0 ). 

J u 

n 

Hence J x -> 0 ; and similarly J 2 -> 0 . This proves the theorem. 

In particular if f(x) has only a finite number of maxima and 
minima and a finite number of discontinuities tn the interval 
(0, 2 it), its Fourier series is convergent for aU values of x to the 
sum i{/(x+0)-f/(x—0)}. For such a function is of bounded 
variation in the whole interval. These conditions are known as 


Dirichlet’s conditions. They are, of course, satisfied in many 
cases; but they have the disadvantage that the sum of two 
functions which satisfy them does not itself necessarily satisfy 
them. 


DD 



f rr 


fit) dt. 
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In connexion with Jordan’s test, it is interesting to note that 
if f{x) is a function of bounded variation over (0, 2 n), its Fourier 
series is boundedly convergent. 

For let 0 ^ x < n, and write Dirichlet’s integral for s n (x) in 
the form in 

sin(n+^)(a:— t) 
sin t) 

-I«■ 

1 _ 1 

sini(x— t) i(x—t) 
is bounded for — \n < x— t < \n, this differs by a bounded 
function from ln 

1 r Bin(n+^)(x—t) 
rr J x—t 

-iff 

Let f{t) = fiit)—f 2 it), where f l and/ 2 are positive non-decreasing 
in (—Then, by the second mean-value theorem. 


Since 


’ fit) dt. 


Iff 

J 

-Iff 


sin(Ti+^)(x— t) 
x—t 




( — \n<l; <\n), 

which is bounded for all n and x, as in the above proof. A 
simila r result holds for / 2 . Hence the series is boundedly con¬ 
vergent over (0, it), and similarly over in, 2n). 


13.233. de la VallSe-Poussin’s test.* If the function 

t 

W = | J du 

0 

is of bounded variation in an interval to the right of t — 0, then 
the series is convergent. If s is so chosen that <f>it) -v 0 as t -*• 0, 
the sum of the series is s. 

For 

Since <p(t) is of bounded variation and tends to zero, the part 
of the integral § 13.23 (3) involving it tends to zero, as in 
Jordan’s test; and since i/r'(<) is integrable {§ 11.54), the part 
involving tifr'it ) tends to zero, as in Dini’s test. 

* The Bame teat was given previously by du Bois-Reymond, but of course 
with Riemann integrals. 
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13.24. Relations between the above tests.* Consider the 
function. 

/(x) — i— (0<x<7f), =0 (v < x < 2n). 

log 1/x 

This function is bounded and monotonic in the neighbourhood 
of x = 0, so that Jordan’s condition is satisfied, and the series 
converges. But Dun’s condition is not satisfied, since the 
integral $ 

f dt - 

J < log 1 /< 

o 

is divergent Thus Dim's condition does not include Jordan s. 

On the other hand, Jordan’s condition does not include. Dini's. 
For consider the function 

f(x) — x a sin 1/x (0 < x < it), --=0 (rr x ^ 2tt), 

where 0 < a < 1. Then Dim’s condition for convergence at 
x = 0 is obviously satisfied But the function is not of bounded 
variation (C’h XI, ex 5), i e Jordan’s condition is not satisfied. 

Lastly, de la Vallee-Poussin’s test includes both Dini's and 
Jordan’s, i.e if either Dim’s or Jordan’s condition is fulfilled, 
then so is de la Valtee-Poussm’s 

We first remark that if g(x) is of bounded variation in (0,S), 
then so is x 

G(x) = ~ j g(t)dt. 
o 

For g(x) — ^(x)— g 2 (x), where g^x) and g 2 (x) are positive, non¬ 
decreasing, and bounded; and 

X T 

G ( x )=~ J 0i(*) dx —^ J S h( x ) dx= G 1 (x)—G 2 (x), 

0 0 

say, and it is easily seen that Gfx) and G 2 (x) are both positive, 
non-decreasing, and bounded Hence G(x) is of bounded varia¬ 
tion. 

The relation between Jordan’s test and de la Vallee-Poussin’s 
test follows at once; if <f>(t ) is of bounded variation, so is f/(t). 


* For a detailed discussion of this question see Hardy (13). 
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Now consider Dini’s test. If is integrable, 


t 



o 


is a function of bounded variation; and 

i t 

W) = j J u {*(«)} du ~ x(0 —j J x( u ) du > 

0 0 

which is also of bounded variation, by the above remark. 
Hence de la Vallee-Poussin’s condition is satisfied. 

13.25. Convergence throughout an interval. If one of 

the above conditions is fulfilled at all points of an interval, of 
course the series converges throughout the interval; and if the 
condition is fulfilled uniformly, the convergence is uniform. The 
simplest case is as follows 

The Fourier series of f(x) converges uniformly to f(x) in any 
interval interior to an interval where f(x) is continuous and of 
bounded variation 

For in such an interval we can write/(x) = fi(x)—f 2 (x), where 
/j(x) and f 2 (x) are continuous and non-decreasing. Then, by the 
property of uniform continuity, we can find y so that 

\f 1 (x+h)-f 1 (x)\ < e {\h\<y), 

the choice of y depending only on e and not on the value of 
x in the interval It will be seen on referring to the proof of 
Jordan’s test that this implies the uniform convergence of the 
integral dealt with in proving the test. We have also to show 
that the parts of Dirichlet’s integral which have been shown to 
tend to 0, actually tend uniformly to 0; the reader should have 
no difficulty in verifying this 

The property of uniform convergence is, however, not so 
important as might be expected in the case of Fourier series, 
because questions of term-by-term integration can be dealt with 
under much more general conditions (§ 13 5). 

No simple restriction on f(x) which ensures that the Fourier 
series shall be convergent almost everywhere, without obviously 
proving more than this, appears to be known. It might, for 
example, be conjectured that continuity would be such a con- 
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dition; but no result of the kind suggested has been proved. 
On the other hand, a condition bearing not on the function 
itself, but on the Fourier coefficients, has been given' the Fourier 
series is convergent almost everywhere if the senes 

2 (0n+f£)log» 

is convergent * 


/ 13.3. Summation of series by arithmetic means. If a 

series u x - t-w 2 + .. is not convergent, l e if a„ = Uj+ +u n does 
not tend to a limit, it is sometimes possible to associate with 
the series a ‘sum’ in a less direct way. The simplest such 
method is ‘summation by arithmetic means’. We take the 
arithmetic mean 


. s l + s 2~l~ + 


n 


of the partial sums of the given series. If s n 
o n -> 8, for if s n = s+8„, then 

„ „ „ i + + 8 „ 


then also 


n 


and the last term tends to zero if B u -> 0, by the lemma of § 1.23. 

But o n may tend to a limit even though s n does not Con¬ 
sider, for example, the series 

1 — 1 + 1 —1 + ... 

Here the partial sums s n are alternately 1 and 0, and it is easily 
seen that a n -> £. 

A series for which a n tends to a limit is said to be summable 
by arithmetic means, or by Ces&ro’s means of the first order, 
or (C, 1). 

Examples, (i) The senes la-0— 1 + 1 + 0— 1 1- is summable (C, 1) 
to the sum $. 

(u) The senes sin x + sin 2x + sin 3x + ... is summable ( C, 1) for all 
values of x , the sum is £ cot \x if x is not an even multiple of tt, and 
otherwise is 0. 

(lii) The senes i + cos x 4- cos 2x + cos 3r + .is summable (C, 1) to 
the sum zero if a: is not an even multiple of it. 

(iv) If 2 M « 18 summable (C, 1), — o (n). 

[For *. = —(n— l)a._ 1 .] 

(v) Let t n = u, + 2u,+...+n«,. If Jti, is summable ( C , 1), a neces¬ 
sary and sufficient condition that it should be convergent is t n = o(n). 

[For t m = (n +!)»,-mr..] 


* Flessner (2). 
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(vi) If 2 u n 18 summable (C, 1), and u m = o (1/n), then J u, ia con¬ 
vergent. 

[For t n = o(n), by the lemma of § 1.23. The result is analogous to 
Tauber's theorem ] 

(vn) A necessary and sufficient condition that 2 u m should be sum¬ 
mable (C, 1) is that 

Zi »(n+l) 

should be convergent. 


f -V 

n(n -f 


'■ N 
n(n -+ 1) N+i 


(vm) If ^ "« ls summable (C, 1), and u n = 0(\jn), then J u n is con¬ 
vergent. 

[Hardy; this is analogous to Littlewood's extension of Tauber’s 
theorem If u„ is not convergent, then t y > A 1 N, or t v < — ,4 1 A T , for 
an infinity of values of A"— say e g the former Since 

*.+i •= (w+ IK > 

we have /, v+l (0 < v < }AV1 j/A 8 ) 

A’ + hV-4iMt 


Hence 


n(n 4-1) 


and by (vn) the series is not summable (C, 1) ] 

(ix) A series of positive terms is summable ( C, 1) only if it is con¬ 
vergent. 

[If s H -> *, then cr. —> cc ] 

/ 13.31. Summability of Fourier series. It was discovered 
by Fejer* that the method of summation by arithmetic means 
applies particularly well to Fourier series We write 

_ _ s 0 + s l + -- + 8 n-l 

n ' ’ 

where a n is given by § 13.21 (3) Hence 

- “ L j {/(*+«,+/(*_«} * 

o 

=Lji&fc inx+ '‘ )+tix - u))du - (,) 

0 

This formula is known as Fejer’s integral. Its importance is due 
to the fact that the factor sin* Jmt/sin 2 Jzt is positive. This makes 


Fej6r (1). 
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it much easier to deal with Fej&r’s integral than with Dirichlet’s, 
in which the corresponding factor, sin(ra+£)u/sin \u, oscillates 
between positive and negative values. 

In the particular case where f(x) — 1, the formula becomes 


_L fsi n^ m 

2 mr) sin Hu ’ 

0 

since now cr n = 1 for » > 0. Hence, multiplying by s and sub¬ 
tracting, „ 

sin 2 \nu 




sin^ii 


{f(x+u)+f(x—u)—2s)du. ( 2 ) 


A necessary and sufficient condition that the series should be 
summable ( C , 1) to the sum s is, therefore, that the integral 
(2) should tend to zero. 

As in the convergence problem, we can simplify the condition. 
We wnte <£(«) =/(z-f u)+f(x—v)—2s 


as before Then, if 8 is any positive number less than n, a 
necessary and sufficient condition that the series should be 
summable (C, 1) to s is 

i im ir.i„>u u = 0 . 

simiw. 


for 


1 f sinHrra . . , | 1 f \<f>{u)\ , 

nj ., n Hu* Md Tnj.hu du - 


which plainly tends to zero. Finally, the condition may be put 
in the form g 

lim - f S ' - — <f>(u) du = 0, (4) 

n-*oo n J u* 


for 




which tends to zero. 
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S/ 13.32. Fej6r’s theorem. The Fourier series of f(x) is sum- 
mable (C, l) to the sum 

H/(*+o)+/(*-o)} 

for every value of x for which this expression has a meaning. In 
particular , the senes is summable (C, 1 ) to the sum f(x) at every 
point where f(x) is continuous. 

We now put s = ^{f(x-\-0)-\-f(x—Q)} in the above formulae. 
Then <f>(u) -> 0 with u, and we have to prove that 13.31 (4) is 
true. Suppose that |<£(u)| < e for u ^ rj. Then 


0 

:/ 


sin 2 ^nu 


u* 


<f)(u) du 


<i[ 

n J 


am 2 inu , 

- ; edu + 

U* 




ain 2 ^nu 


u ‘ 


\<}>{u) \ du 


f 8,n! !"“d„ + 2 f MW!*. 

n J u 2 n J u 2 


say. Now 


— ^l+^2» 


i) inij co 

1 f sin 2 lnu , 1 f sin 2 f , If sin 2 ?; 

; J — du = 5 J -jr dv < s J -?■ *• 

0 0 0 
which is a constant Hence l x < Ac Having fixed 17 , it is clear 
that / 2 -> 0 as n -> 00 This proves the theorem. 


13.33. Summability throughout an interval. The fol¬ 
lowing theorem is an almost immediate consequence of Fejer’s 
theorem. 

The Fourier senes of f(x) is uniformly summable in any interval 
included in an interval where f(x) is continuous. 

For f(x) is uniformly continuous in any such interval, and so, 
in the above proof, the choice of tj depends only on c and not 
on x. The result follows at once from this. 

Weierstrass’s approximation theorem. If f(x) is con¬ 
tinuous in (a, b). and e is a given positive number, there is a poly¬ 
nomial p(x) such that 

\f(x)~p(x)\<c (a^x^b). 

We can make a preliminary transformation so that the 
interval considered lies within (0,2 77 ). Then, by the above 
theorem, there is a ‘trigonometrical polynomial’ a n (x) such that 
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\f(x)—a n (x)\ < throughout the interval. If we replace each 
sine and cosine in a„(x) by a sufficiently large number of terms 
in its power series, we obtain a polynomial p(x) such that 
|cr n (x) — p(x)\ < throughout the interval. This proves the 
theorem. 

13.34. Almost everywhere summability. As long as we 
restrict ourselves to ordinary convergence, we cannot show that 
the Fourier series of a function represents the function in 
general, without imposing some rather heavy restriction on the 
function. The theory of summability removes this defect 

The Fej6r-Lebesgue theorem. The Fourier series of f(x) 
is 8ummable (C, 1) to the sum f(x), for every value of x for which 

t 

| \f(x+u)-f(x)\ du — o (t). (1) 

o 

In particular, it is summable ( C , 1) to f(x) almost everywhere. 

We have shown in § 11 6 that the condition ( 1 ) is satisfied for 
almost all values of x, for any mtegrable function. The second 
part of the theorem therefore follows at once from the first. 

Let x be a point where ( 1 ) is satisfied, and take s = f(x) in 
the formulae of § 13.31. Then 

i t 

J \4>(u)\ du = J \f(x+u)+f(x—u)-2f(x)\ du 

0 o 

t t 

< J \f(x+u)-f(x)\du + J \f(x—u)—f(x)\ du = o ( t ) 

0 0 
t 

Let <[>(t) — j \tf>(u)\du, 

0 

and, given e, choose ij so that ®(<) < et for t ^ 17 . We suppose 
that n >1 /t), and write 

8 1 In V S 

j +[+j = j i + j z + j 3 - 

0 0 1/n T) 

Then, since sin< 6 2 , 

1 In 

l*/i! < (£») 2 J W«)l du < Jen, 

0 
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Mil < 


v 

l In 


\<f>(u)\ 


du = 


®(v) 


-n 2 ® 




(M' 

l In 


<D(u) 


du 


u° 


•I 

<- + 2e f ^ < e/r) + 2en < 3eW, 


J «■ 


l/n 


and obviously 




Hence - f <f>(u) du 

n J u i 


< + 3eH- -j, 

nt)- 


and the required result follows on choosing first e, then rj, and 
then n. 


13.35. An immediate corollary is that a trigonometrical series 
cannot be the Fourier series of two functions which differ in a set 
of positive measure. For if it is the Fourier series of f(x) and of 
g(x), it is summable (C, 1) both to f(x) and to g(x) almost every¬ 
where. Hence f(x) = g(x) almost everywhere. 

13.4. A continuous function with a divergent Fourier 
series. While we have seen that the continuity of a function 
is a sufficient condition for its Fourier series to lie summable 
(C, 1), for convergence we have had to assume other conditions. 
That this is really m accordance with the facts is shown by the 
following example, due to Fejer,* of a Fourier series which is 
divergent at a point, although the function which gives rise to 
it is continuous. 


13.41. We first require a lemma. 

The sum 

«/ , _ cos(r+ l)x cos(r+2)a: cos(r-fw)x 

’ ’ 1 2n—1 ~ i " 2n—3 \ 

_cos(r+»-f-l)* cos(r+n-j-2)x cos(r-f-2n)x 

i 3 2n ^1 

is bounded for all values of n, r, and x. 


Fej6r (2), (3), (4) 
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" cos(r+n—v-f-l)# 'ST cos(r-|-n+v) 


2 ' 


* tW) - 2 2,-1 ^ 2 v —1 

H~ 1 f=l 

— 2 Bin(r+n-j-j )x jjr 


v--\ 

Zn 


— 2sin(r-f 


/ 


sin £Ax 1 sin fix) 


2 


[ 2 ^ ft 

/* = 1 

and each of the sums in the bracket is bounded (§ 1.76). 


r 


13.42. Let 0 n denote the group of 2 n numbers 

_i_ 1 i _i _I _L_ 

2n—1 ’ 2n—3’ ’3’ ’ ’ 3’ "’ 2ra-l 

Let A x , A 2 ,. . denote an increasing sequence of integers. Take the 
numbers of the groups G^, G^, .. in order, and multiply each 
of the numbers of the group by p~ 2 . We obtain the sequence 
11 11 1 1 

l a 2A X —Il 2 2A X — 1 ’ 2 2 (2A 2 — 1)’ 2 2 (2A s -3). 

say at v a 2 . 

Now consider the series 


2oc tt COS71X. (1) 

n = l 

Suppose first that the terms corresponding to each group G^ 
are bracketed together. The bracketed senes is 


V* «^(A W , 2A 1 +2A a + •+2A n _ 1 ,x) 

/L n 2 ' 

n»l 

which is absolutely and uniformly convergent, by the lemma. 
The sum of the series (2), say /(x), is therefore a continuous 
function. 

We next observe that the series (1) is the Fourier series of 
f(x). For since (2) is uniformly convergent, we may multiply it 
by cos nix or sinmx and integrate term by term. The integral 
of each term is zero, except that of the one containing the term 
a^cosmx; and from this we obtain 
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The numbers « m are therefore the Fourier cosine coefficients 
oif(z). 

We show finally that the numbers A„ can be chosen so that 
the series ( 1 ) is divergent at the point x = 0 , i.e. that the series 
is divergent Let s n be its nth partial sum. Then 


1 



2A^3 + - + 1 +1 ) 


2v 2 ‘ 


If the numbers A„ tend to infinity sufficiently rapidly, e.g. if 
A„ = v v \ it follows that s n -*■ oo as n -*■ oo through a certain 
sequence of values. Hence the series is divergent 


13.43. Fejer’s example, together with a simple argument 
depending on Dinchlet’s integral, enables us to say how large 
the partial sums s u of a Fourier series of a continuous function 
can be. 

If f(x) is continuous, then 

s n — 0 (log n ); 

and no more is true, since, if <p(n) 13 a function which decreases 
steadily to zero, however slowly, there is a Fourier series of a con¬ 
tinuous function for which 

s„ ><p{n)\ogn 

for arbitrarily large values of n. 

For the first part, we have to prove that 

0 

if <(>{u) 0 as u -> 0 . Suppose that \<f>(u) \ < e for u^y, and, 

if n+J > I/ 77 , put 

8 i/(»+i) V $ 

jsin (n±Vu tHu)du= J + J +J = / 1+ / 2+ / s . 

0 0 l/(n+l) 7j 

l/(»+i) 

Then lAI^( w +£) J \4>(u)\du<e, 

0 

V 

\I*\< J ^ du < elog(n+|), 
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S 

and |/ 3 | f \<j>(u )| du. 

V J 

V 

The result clearly follows from these inequalities. 

The second part is obtained by taking A„ sufficiently large in 
Fejer’s example. Suppose that A„ > 2v, and let 

n = 2 A 1 -f 2 A 2 -f. . -j— 2A V _ X —(- A v 
Then \ v <n< 2v\ v < A- 

Now s n > i/i(n)log n for sufficiently large values of v, if 

1 'E^ > ^( W ) l0gW ’ 


and since i/i(n)logw < </r(A„)logA^, this is true if 




and this will be so if the numbers A u tend to infimty rapidly 
enough 

13.5. Integration of Fourier series. Any Fourier senes, 
whether convergent or not, may be integrated term by term between 
any limits ; that is, the sum of the integrals of the separate terms 
is the integral of the function of which the series is the Fourier 
series. 

Let f(x) have the Fourier coefficients a v , b n , and let 

X 

F( x )= f {/(<)- \a 0 }dt. 

6 

Then F(x) is periodic, continuous, and of bounded variation. 
Hence it can be expanded in a Fourier series, say 

oO 

F(x) = ^4 0 + 2 (^„cos 7 ix+ 5 „sinnx), 

n=l 

convergent for all values of x. Here 

27T 

A n = - F(x)cos nx dx 

n J 

o 

2 n 

=m~ —- f {f(x)—\a 0 }ejnnx dx 

7 T L n J 0 nir J 
0 
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2 It 

= j /(^)sin vxdx— — 
o 

2tt 

and 2?„=i f F(x)ainnxdx 


ir J 
o 


cos nx 2,r _|_ ^ 
n J 0 nir 


=;H 

2rr 

= — I fix) cos nx dx = —, 
mr J n 


2 TT 

[ {/(*)-$«*o} C( 


os nx dx 


the integrated terms vanishing since F(2n) = F(0) = 0. Hence 

■ a_ sm nx — 6„ cos nx 


F(x) = Ho+ 2 ~ 


n 


Putting x = 0, we obtain 


^•=Zv 


and, adding, 


n= 1 


f (*)=£ 


« n sinux + 6„(1—cos rex) 


n 


This proves the theorem. 

13.51. An interesting particular case is that the series 

bn 
n 


2 - 

x—i n 


is convergent. This remark enables us to write down convergent 
trigonometrical series which are not Fourier series. A simple 

example is ® 

2 sinnx 

log n ' 


n=2 


This is convergent for all values of x, but it cannot be the 
Fourier series of its sum, since the series 


x-i n log n 


logi 

is divergent. Actually the sum of this trigonometrical series is 
not integrable in the sense of Lebesgue, and it is easy to prove 
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directly that the sym of the integrated series 2 cos nxjnlogn 
tends to infinity as x -> 0 . 


13.52. The following alternative proof of the above integra¬ 
tion theorem is also interesting. We know that the series 


sin(x— t) sin 2 (z— t) 


=m 


is boundedly convergent Hence we may multiply by f(t)/n and 
integrate term by term over ( 0 , 2n). On the left we obtain 

2 ± J.in «(*-()/(() dl = 2 ?- 8il ?’“-~- 6nC ”" X , 

»*1 Q 71 = 1 

the integrated senes. On the right we get 

2t r x x 

I J #)/(<) dt^ | <f>(t)fit) dt= l - J |(tt -x+t)fit)dt 

0 X-27T X-27T 

x 2 jt 

= J-[ {n - x+ t)F(t)Y x _ 2 -±- J F(t)dt = F(x)~±j F{t)dt , 

jc-ln 0 

since F(x—2n) — F(x) The result now follows as before. 


13.53. A similar method leads to the following more general 
integration theorem. 

A Fourier senes may be multiplied by any function of bounded 
variation and integrated term by term between any finite limits. 

00 

Let 9(%)— l<*o+ 2 («„ cob nx +/3 n sin na) 

l 

be a function of bounded variation. The series being boundedly 
convergent (§ 13.232), we may multiply by any integrable func¬ 
tion fix) and integrate term by term over (0, 2 v). We obtain 

2 it 

- f /(*)?(*) dx = K a 0+ 2 (!) 

IT J 7i=l 

0 

where a n , b n , are the Fourier coefficients of fix). This is the 
same result as we should have obtained by multiplying the 
Fourier series for fix) by g(x) and integrating term by term over 
( 0 , tor). 
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A similar result may be obtained for other ranges of integra¬ 
tion by replacing g(x) by 0 outside the required range. 

// 

'<■' 13.54. Parseval’s theorem. If f(x) is of bounded varia¬ 
tion, we may put g(x)=f(x) in 13.53 (1), and obtain 

2rr 

- f {f(x)} z dx= K+ f («»+*«)• 

V J n-1 

0 

This is known as Parseval’s theorem We shall show in § 13 63 
that it is true under much more general conditions than those 
we have so far assumed. 

13.6. Functions of the class L 2 : Bessel’s inequality. Let 

f(x) be a function of the class L 2 (0 , 2n), with Fourier coefficients 
a„, b n . Then 

tl 

<t>(x)=J(x)—\a 0 — J (a m cos mx -j- b m sin mx) 

m-l 

also belongs to L 2 \ and 

2 IT 2 IT 

- r {4,(x)}*dx=- f {/(*)}*<&+k+ i «+b 2 j- 

77 J TT J m-l 


— — (f(x)dz — - V j (a m cos mx -f b m sin mx)f(x) dx 
o 7T ’ m=1 o 

2tt 

= 1 f {f(x)} 2 dx-{al- i (al+bl), 

0 

by the Euler-Fourier formulae Since the left-hand side is not 
negative, it follows that 


K+IK+^K 


771=1 


\ j {/(*)} 2 dz 


( 1 ) 


for all values of n. This result is known as Bessel’s inequality. 

Since the right-hand side of (1) is independent of n, it follows 
that the series „ 

H+ I «+<4) ( 2 ) 

is convergent. Also 


1 


k+ i f {m 2 dx. 

m-l rr J 


( 3 ) 
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13.61. Parseval’s theorem for continuous functions. 

We have seen that, for functions of bounded variation, the 
above inequality becomes an equality, viz Parseval’s theorem. 
The same result for continuous functions may be proved as 
follows. If f(x) is continuous, a„(x) tends uniformly to f(x), 
and hence 2n 

lim - f {f(x)~o n (x)}f(x) dx = 0 

n-*oo 7T J 
0 

n- i 

Now a n (x) = %a 0 - f 2 (a n cos mx -)- b m sin mx) 

m= l 



and, evaluating the integral as m the previous section, we obtain 

2^ 7t~l 

I J {/(*)}»& -Jag- j « + 


m = l 


Parseval’s formula therefore holds if the series is summed (C, 1 ) 
Since by § 13 6 the series is convergent, it follows from § 13 3 
that it holds in the ordinary sense * 

There is no difficulty in extending this proof to functions 
which have simple discontinuities. Actually Parseval’s theorem 
holds for all functions of the class L- We shall prove this as 
a cojollary of the theorem of the next section. 

*f^62. The Rlesz-Flscher theorem. Let 


h a 0 + 2 ( a n COS nX + b »- 81n ”*) (1) 

»= l 

be any trigonometrical series with coefficients such that the 
series 13.6 (2) is convergent. Nothing that we have proved so 
far in this chapter enables us to decide whether such a series 
is a Fourier series. The problem is solved by means of the 
theory of mean convergence (§12 5). This theory was in fact 
originally constructed to deal with this very problem. 

The following theorem was proved almost simultaneously by 
F. Riesz and Fischer, f 

If the numbers a n , b n are such that the series 13.6 (2) is con¬ 
vergent, then the series (1 ) is the Fourier series of a function f(x) 


* A number of different proofs under various conditions are given by Julia, 
Extrcice* d'analyse, 180-8. 
t F. Riesz (1), Fischer (1). 

EE 
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of the class L 2 . The partial sums of the series converge in mean 
to f(x). 

Denoting the nth partial sum of ( 1 ) by s n (x), we have 

in Sit n 

{s n (x)—8 m (x)} 2 dx — [ ( jr (a v cos vx -f b v sin vx)) S dx 
0 o U=m+1 ' 

= * 2 ( a ? + ^)> 
v=m+l 

all the product terms disappearing on integration. The right- 
hand side tends to zero when m and n tend independently to 
infinity. Hence s n (x) converges in mean to a function, fix) say, 
of the class L 2 . 

Also, by § 12 53, 



vx dx. 


But the integral on the left is equal to 77 a„, if n^v. Hence 




2 n 

J f{x )cos vx dx, 


o 

i e a v is the eth Fourier cosine coefficient of fix). Similarly b v 
is the vth sine coefficient. Hence the given trigonometrical iseries 
is the Fourier series of the function fix) 

It is important to observe that it is here that the Lebesgue 
integral first plays an indispensable part in the theory. Most 
of the previous analysis is true for Riemann integrals and 
elementary generalized absolutely convergent integrals. Here 
the result shows that the extension to Lebesgue integrals is 
really necessary. 


13.63. Parseval’s theorem for functions of the class L 2 . 

Let fix) be any function belonging to L 2 (0,27r), and let its 
Fourier series have the usual form. Then the series 13 6 (2) is 
convergent. Hence, by the Riesz-Fischer theorem, the partial 
sums s n (x) converge in mean to a function gix), of which the 
given series is the Fourier series. Hence, by § 13.35, gix) =/(x) 
almost everywhere. Also, by § 12.52, 



n— 
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and on evaluating the integral on the left-hand side we obtain 
Parseval’s formula. 

The more general formula 13 53 (1) also holds if f(x) and g(x) 
are any two functions of the class L 2 . For Parseval’s formula 
holds for the functions f(x)+g{x) and f(x)—g(x), and the result 
stated follows on subtraction. 

13.7. Properties of Fourier coefficients. Originally the 
Fourier coefficients were merely the material out of which the 
Fourier series was constructed But the coefficients have some 
interesting properties of their own In fact Bessel’s inequality, 
and the theorems of Parseval and Riesz-Fischer call attention 
to the problem of the behaviour of the Fourier coefficients of 
given classes of functions and give some important information 
about it 

The first theorem of this kind (§ 13.22) is that the Fourier 
coefficients of any integrable function tend to zero. On the other 
hand, they do not tend to zero in any definite order; that is, 
any theorem such as ‘o„ == 0(l/logw) for all integrable func¬ 
tions’ is certainly false. For consider the series 

2 cos k n x 
~nT~ ’ 

n-1 

where k n denotes a sequence of positive integers which tends to 
infinity rapidly as n -*■ oo. The series is uniformly convergent, 
and so is the Fourier series of its sum; and 


1 



which falsifies any theorem of the kind suggested, if k n tends 
to infinity rapidly enough. 

13.71. Suppose next that /(r) belongs to the class L 2 . This 
does not enable us to prove any more about the order of the 
coefficients, in fact the function defined by the above series is 
clearly continuous, and so belongs to L 2 But we do obtain 
a definite result about the average order, viz. that 

1W+K) 

is convergent (§ 13.6). 

This result has been generalized so as to apply to other 
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Lebesgue classes, if f(x) belongs to L p , where 1 < p < 2, then the 
series 2 (| a jMe-i> + |6jPto>-i)) 

is convergent. 

The proof of this theorem is, however, too long to be given 
here.* 

There is also a corresponding extension of the Riesz-Fischer 
theorem: if the series y 

where 1 < p ^ 2, is convergent, then the numbers a n , b n are the 
Fourier coefficients of a function of the class LpKp-u. 

Both these theorems cease to be true if p > 2, so that they 
are not converses of each other unless p — 2 


13.72. If we make still more special assumptions about the 
function, we obtain new results about the coefficients Suppose 
thatf(x) satisfies a Lipschitz condition of order a, ? e. as h 0 

f(x+h)-f(x)^0(\h\°) (0 <a<l) 


uniformly with respect to x Then 

a n = 0(»-“), b n = 0(n- a ) 


For 


Z-rr 'lir—Ttln 

a ri — - j f(x)coBnx dx =—- J* f ^-\-tj cos nt dt 


and hence also 


2 7T 

~ ~~~ J dt % 

o 

2rr 

a n = ~j j/(x)— f{^ + * jj cos nx dx 


2t r 



0 


and similarly for b n . 


13.73. The next result of this kind is that iff(x) is of bounded 

variation , then _,, . . , , 

’ a n = 0(l/n), b n = 0(l/n). 


W H. Young (2), (3), (5), (8), Hausdorff (1), F. Riogz (4). 
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For f(x) ~ fi(x)—fz(x), where f-fx) and f s (x) are positive and 
non-decreasing. Hence, by the second mean-value theorem, 

2 TT « W 

j ffx^osnx dx |* cos nxdx ( 0 <£< 2 rr) 

o i 

= -f l( 2n)*^ = 0 ( 1 -), 
n \nj 

and a similar result holds for the other integral 

An alternative proof of Jordan’s theorem (§ 13 232) can be 
deduced from this result If f(x) is of bounded variation, its 
Fourier series is summable (G\ 1) to the sum \{f(x -f-0) +/(x—0)}, 
by § 13 32 Since a n — 0(\jn), b n = 0{\jn), the series actually 
converges to this sum (§13 3, ex (vui)). 

If f(x) is an integral , and has the period 2n, then 

a„ -- °(l/ w ), h n — o {l/n) 

X 

For if f(x) =/(0)+ J <f>(t) dt (x ^ 0), 

0 

then na n — f(x) srn — X 1 — - f <£(r)sin nx dx, 

n Jo n J 

o 

rrb„ = -f(x) COf, ”' r j + - f <f>(x )cos nx dx 
L n J 0 ?i J 

0 

• The integrated terms are zero, since /(27 t) —f(0) and the in¬ 
tegrals on the right tend to zero, by the Riemann-Lebesgue 
theorem. This proves the theorem. 

If f'(x) satisfies special conditions, such as a Lapschitz con¬ 
dition, still further results of the same kind can, of course, be 
obtained. 

13.8. Uniqueness of trigonometrical series. At the be¬ 
ginning of the chapter we associated with an mtegrable function 
a particular trigonometrical senes, viz. the Fourier series of the 
function; and we have shown that the Fourier series does, in 
various ways, represent the function The reader might, how¬ 
ever, still contend that we had attached undue importance to 
Fourier series, and that there might be other types of trigono¬ 
metrical Beries in which a given function could be expanded. 
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It is difficult to give a complete solution of this problem. If, 
however, we assume enough about the set of points where the 
series converge, we can show that, if a trigonometrical series 
converges to a given function, it is the only such series which 
does so; and therefore that, if the function can be expanded in 
a convergent Fourier series, it cannot be expanded in a con¬ 
vergent trigonometrical series of any other form. 

The theory is due to Riemann, du Bois-Reymond, and Cantor. 
The theorem which we shall prove is as follows. 

If two trigonometrical senes converge to the same sum in the 
interval (0, 2 n), with the possible exception of a finite number of 
points, then corresponding coefficients m the two series are equal, 
i e the series are identical. 

This is not all that is known, and more general theorems will 
be found, e.g., in Hobson’s Theory of Functions, §§ 420-50. But 
some extensions which might naturally be suggested are not 
true; if we say ‘are summable (C, 1)’ instead of ‘converge’, the 
theorem becomes false, as is shown by § 13.3, ex. (iii). 

The question whether a given trigonometrical series is a 
Fourier series is really a problem of integral equations. We are 
given numbers a 0 , a v b v . ., and it is required to determine 
whether there is an integrable function f(x) such that the Euler- 
Fourier formulae §13.1 (2), (3), are true. The question is not 
settled by mere convergence, since a trigonometrical series may 
be everywhere convergent without being a Fourier series 
(§ 13 61). But if it converges uniformly, or boundedly, or in 
mean with index p (p ^ 1), then it is a Fourier series; and the 
theorems of §§ 13 62-13.71 enable us to state conditions for 
mean convergence, with p ^ 2 

Another theorem which would naturally suggest itself is that 
if a trigonometrical series converges almost everywhere to an 
integrable function, then it is the Fourier series of the function; 
but this is not necessarily true, and the state of affairs is rather 
complicated. 

The proof of the theorem stated above depends Qn a number 
of lemmas. 

13.81. Cantor’s lemma. If a n cos nx-\-b n smnx tends to 0 
for ail values of x in an interval, then a n and b n tend to 0. 

Suppose that a n cos nx + b n sin nx -► 0 in the interval (a, /J). 
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If the lemma is false, there is a constant A and a sequence of 
values of n for which > A. Hence, as n -*■ oo through 

this sequence, the function 

... (a_ cos nx + b n sin nx) 2 

converges boundedly to 0 in S). Hence, by the theorem of 
bounded convergence, 

(9 

I / n (x) dx -* 0. 

a 

But, evaluating the integral, we find that 

P / 1 \ 

//„(*) = 
a 

and this gives a contradiction. This proves the lemma. 


13.82. Suppose now that the series 


co 

1 ( a n 009 nx -j- b n sin nx) 


n-l 


(i) 


converges to the sum f(x) in (0,2tt), except possibly at a finite 
number of points. Let 


F(z) = H**- 2 


( 2 ) 


Since by Cantor’s lemma a n and b n tend to zero, this series is 
uniformly convergent, and F(x) is continuous, for all values of 
x If we could differentiate twice term by term, we should have 
F"(x) — f(x). We cannot necessarily do this, and instead have 
to proceed as follows. 


kiemann’s First Theorem. If 

m- « F(x+2k)+F(x-2h)-2F(x) 

0 (x,h) , , 


( 3 ) 


then 0(x, h ) -> /( x) as h -> 0, for all values of x for which the series 
(1) converges to f(x). 

We have 


cos n(x-j- 2h) + cos n(x—2h)—2 cos nx = —4 cos nx sin hih, 
sinn(a:+2A)+8mn(x—2A)—2sinnx = —±&innx&mbih. 
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and hence 

G(x, h) = ^ K cos nx + b 9 sin nx) (4) 

l 

The nth term of ( 4 ) tends to the nth term of ( 1 ) as h -> 0 . Hence 
it is sufficient to prove that the series ( 4 ) converges uniformly 
with respect to h. Let r n denote the remainder of the series ( 1 ) 
after the term in sin nx. Then r n -> 0, say |r n | < e for n ^ N. 
Hence 


V' . ... , sin^A ,/sinnA \ 2 

n-AT n=N s ' 

/sin Nh\ 2 V r/sinnfe \ 2 fsm(n-t- l)fe\ 2 l 

- r *\-Nh) _ ^ r ni nA / -h«+i)M J* 

and the modulus of this does not exceed 

A ' +1 nh 0 

the last integral being convergent. Hence (4) is uniformly con¬ 
vergent, and the result follows. 


13.83. Riemann’s Second Theorem. // a n and b n tend to 


zero, then 


ft-> o 

for all values of x. 

We have to prove that 


, F{x+2h)+F(x-2h)-2F(x) 

Inn--rj-- - =0 

2n 


oo 

aji -f 2 ^ (a n cos nx + sin rax) 


sm hih 
~nVt~ 


tends to zero Given e, we have 


|a n cosna:-j- 6 „sinna;| < € ( n>N ). 

Since sin hth ^ n 2 h 2 for n < 1 jh, the modulus of the sum does 
not exceed 


N 


A\h\-\-2ff A\h\-\-2 ^ 

Ti -1 N<n<lih 


ih+2 ^ 


7l> ilk 


n 2 h 


<AN\h\+2* + ^ f -J^<AN\h\+A', 

1/A 
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and the result follows by choosing first e and then A sufficiently 
small. 

\ 

13.84. Schwarz’s theorem. If F(x) is continuous in an 
interval (a,b ), and 

F(x+h)+F(x—h)—2F(x) 

Jim -—,,-——- = 0 

ft—o ti 

for all values of x in the interval, then F(x) is a linear function. 

The expression on the left is called the generalized second 
derivative of F(x) If F(x) has an ordinary second derivative, 
the generalized second derivative is equal to it, and the result 
follows at once 

To prove the theorem, consider the function 

m = F(x)-F{a)-*-^ a {F(b)~F(a)}. 

We have = 0 and <f>(b) = 0. If <f>(x) = 0 for all values of x, 
the result follows Otherwise it takes values different from zero, 
say, for example, positive values Suppose that <f>(c) > 0. Let 

< jj{x) = <f>(x) — U(x—a)(b—x), 

where « is positive and so small that < [>(c) > 0 Then tp(x) has 
a positive upper bound, say at x = £, which it attains, since it 
is continuous. Hence 

M+h) + M-h)~ 2*(£)<0 

But 

ffl+h)+M-h)-mt) _ F(t +h)+F(t -h)-2F(£) , 

a 2 r a* + ’ 

and the right-hand side tends to e as A -»> 0. This gives a con¬ 
tradiction Similarly the supposition that <f>(x) takes negative 
values leads to a contradiction. Hence <f>(x) = 0 for all values 
of x, which is the desired result 

13.85. The proof of the main theorem now follows from 
Schwarz’s theorem It is sufficient to prove that, if a trigono¬ 
metrical series converges to zero except at a finite number of 
points, then it must vanish identically. If the series 13.82 (1) 
has this property, the function F(x) is continuous, and its 
generalized second derivative is zero except at a finite number 
of points. Hence F(x) is linear in the interval between any two 
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exceptional points, and the straight lines which form the graph 
join at the exceptional points. Now, taking x in Riemann’s 
second theorem to be an exceptional point, it follows from the 
lemma that the slopes of the lines on the two sides of the 
exceptional point must be the same. Hence F(x) is linear 
throughout the whole interval (0, 2n), say 

F(x) — ax+b. 
a n cos nx -j- b n sin nx 


Hence 


2 ' 


71* 


\a^ 2 —ax—b. 


Since the sum of the series is periodic, a 0 and a must be zero. 
Then, the series being uniformly convergent, we may multiply 
by cosmx or sin mx and integrate term by term; and we obtain 

2 7T 2 n 


ira r 
m‘ 


■—J 


cos mx dx = 0, 


rrb„ 


m* 


/si 


b I sin t/ix dx — 0, 


o o 

for m > 0. This completes the proof. 

13.9. Fourier series for any range. All our senes so far 
have represented functions with the period 2 it. A senes of the 
form 


f(x) = ia 0 + 2 


nx , , . nx\ 

cos — + &„sm — 1 


represents a function with the period 27 tA. Formulae for the 
coefficients may be calculated as before; we obtain 


7TA 


irA 


«„ = ^A J M C08 ^ dt ' b n = ^ / /(Osin - it 

— IT A — 7tA 

Naturally the whole theory can be applied to senes of this kind. 

13.91. Fourier’s integral formula. The above expansion 
may be written 

TtK CT, nA 

n(x—t) 


wA 00 7 tA 

-lx n=i ~ix 


.--’dt. 


— 7tA 

Suppose now that A -> oo. Then the series on the right behaves 
very much like one of the sums by which a Riemann integral 
is defined. In fact, if we write u n = n/A, it is 
» 

2 K+i-w*W«»)» 

»“l 
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where <f>{u) =- f f(t)coau(x—t) dt. 

If, therefore, we make A -*■ oo, and ignore such difficulties as the 
fact that depends on A, and that the approximating sum 
is an infinite series, we obtain 

aO CO 

f{x) = i I du J cos u(x—t)f(t)dt. 

0 —oo 

This is Fourier’s integral formula. It represents a function 
defined over (— 00 , 00 ) in the same way that a Fourier series 
represents a function with a finite period. 

The difficulty of justifying a proof on these lines would be 
considerable. A direct consideration of the formula suggested 
is comparatively easy. 

13.92. Suppose that f(x) is integrable in the Lebesgue sense 
over (— 00 , 00 ). Then the integral 

OO 

J cos u(x—t)f(t) dt 

— 00 

converges uniformly with respect to u over any finite range. 
We may therefore integrate with respect to u over (0, U), and 
invert the order of integration Thus 

U « 

J du j" cos u(x—t)f{t)dt = J 8 ~~r~j~V(0 

0 ~oo —00 

Given e, we can choose T so large that 

-T oo 

f\M\dt«, j\f{t)\dt<€, 

— 00 T 

and we may suppose that T > |x| + l, x being supposed fixed. 
Then > 


sin U{x—t) 


m dt < e, f t] m dt < e, 

J x—t 


for all values of U. Having fixed T, the integrals 

^_g jt 
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tend to zero as U -+ oo, by the Riemann-Lebesgue lemma. 
Hence 

XT oo 1+8 

— f du f cos u(x—t)f(t)dt = — f ——-^/■(/) -J-o (1) 

XT J J 7T J x—t 

0 —00 X-S 

8 

= ~ J -y- r< {/(*+0+/(*-0} dt +0(1) 

0 

The value of the limit, as U -> oo, therefore depends only on 
the behaviour of /(?.) in the immediate neighbourhood of l = x; 
and the problem has been reduced to the discussion of an 
integral similar to Dirichlet’s. Any of the convergence criteria 
of §§13.231-3 apply equally well to this problem In particular 

U oo 

lim - I du I cosu(x—t)f(t) dt — k{f(x+0)-\-f(x—0)} 

r-f» xr J J 

0 oO 

if f(t) is integrable over ( — oo.oc), and of bounded variation in an 
interval including t = x 


13.93. Fourier transforms. If f(x) is an even function, 
Fourier’s integral becomes 


oo 


□0 



cos xu du 



( 1 ) 


o o 

the term involving sin ut vanishing identically. This is Fourier’s 
cosine formula Similarly for an odd function we obtain 
Fourier’s sine formula 


oo oo 


f(x) = - J sin xu du J sm utf(l) dt 

0 0 

(2) 

00 

If we write g(x) — J J cos xtf(t) dt , 

0 

(3) 

00 

then ( 1 ) gives /(x) = J(~ j j" cos xtg(t)dt. 

ft 

(4) 

There is therefore a reciprocal relation between the functions 
f(x) and g(x); a pair of functions connected in one sense or 
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another by these formulae are known as Fourier cosine trans¬ 
forms of one another. Thus, for example, if f{x) belongs to 
2 /( 0 , oo), and is of bounded variation m any finite interval, then 
(3) is absolutely convergent, and (4) holds in the sense that the 
integral converges (not necessarily absolutely) to 

M/(*+0)+/(*-0)}. 

Similarly from ( 2 ) we obtain the reciprocal formulae 

00 OO 

h(x) = J smxtf(t) dt, f(x) = j amxt h(t) dt, (5) 

o o 

and f(x) and h(x) are Fourier sine transforms. 


13.94. Integration of Fourier integrals. It is convenient 
to notice at this point a theorem similar to that of § 13 5: the 
formula obtained by integrating 13 93 (1), 


£ OO oo 



holds for any function f(t) mtegrable over (0, oo). 
For 


J du J cog ut j ^ dt= j f(t) dt J ~ n ^ CO S - M ^ du 
oo oo 

by uniform convergence; and the inner integral on the right is 
bounded for all U and t, for it is equal to 


1 f Bin (£+<)u du , 1 f Bin(g-t)it 
u ~'2 J u 

o 

U( ff() 


ij 


du 


Ul(-t\ 


= 1 f f 

2 J v 2 J v 


the Bign being that of £—t, and 


V 

J sinu 

v 


dv 


is a bounded function of V. Hence, by Lebesgue’s convergence 
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theorem, we may make V -*■ oo under the integral sign. Since 


oc 

J 


sin £u cos ut 


u 


du = ^it (t< £), =0 (t > £), 


the result now follows. 

A similar result may be obtained from Fourier’s sine formula. 

13.95. Fourier transforms of the class L 2 . The analysis 
of § 13.93 gives conditions under which the reciprocal formulae 
connecting Fourier transforms hold;-but they suffer from the 
defect that, while the formulae are symmetrical in f(x) and g(x), 
the conditions which these functions satisfy are quite different. 
An alternative set of conditions, which has perfect symmetry, 
can be obtained by considering functions of the class L 2 , and 
using the theory of mean convergence.* 

Lei f(x) belor^g to the class L 2 ( 0, oo) Then the formulae for 
cosine transforms hold in the sense that, as a oo, the integral 


a 

?«(*) = m cos xtf(t) dt 


( 1 ) 


converges in mean to a function g(x) of the class L 2 { 0, oo), and 

a 

fa(x) = y(~) J CO8X<0(<) dt (2) 

0 

converges in mean to f(x). 

We prove this by a method suggested by the formal process 
of§ 13.92. Let 

«„= f f(x)dx (ti=1 ,2,...) 

n/A 

Then, as A -> oo, the sum 

n 

- 'ST' VX 

®m,n= 2 ^ 008 T 

1 

tends to the integral h 

J cos vxflu) du, 

a 

if 0 < a < 6, and m = [Act], n = [Aft]— 1; for the difference is 


Plancherel (1), (2), (3), Titchmareh (1), (3); Hardy (12); Pollard (1). 
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n (v+ll/A 

2 | cos ux — cos y)/(“) du + 

" m +i vi v A ' 

(m+l)/A b 

+ J cos uxf(u) du + J cos uxf(u) du, 


a (n + l)/A 

j i v* ^ |*| 

and cosjw; —cos— ^L-!, 

A A 

so that the sum is 0( 1/A), while the last two integrals plainly 
tend to zero. Further, the convergence is clearly uniform with 
respect to x for 0 ^ ^ X. 

Now we can apply to <I> m „ an argument similar to that used 
in proving the Riesz-Fischer theorem We have 

(n ^O/A (tt-^lJ/A (n-f l)/A 

a n< | {f(x)} 2 dx j dx = { | {f( x )} 2 dx, 


and hence 


(n+i)/A 


f n dx = ±tt\ J al^ \rr f {f{x)Y dx < jrr f {/(x )} 2 dx, 
0 (m+l)/A a 

X b 

and a fortiori J <!>£, tl dx tt j {f(x)} 2 dx 


if itA > X. Keeping X fixed and making A -> oo, we obtain 


-v v 

j {9b( x )-9a(*)} 2 dx ^ J {f{x)fdx, 

0 a 

and then, making X oo, 

oo b 

j {g b ( x )—9a(x)} 2 dx < J {f(x)Y dx. (3) 

0 a 

Since the right-hand side tends to zero as a oo, 6 -> oo, so does 
the left-hand side, that is, g a {x) converges in mean to a function, 
g(x) say, of the class L 2 (0, oo) 

The same argument now shows that the integral (2) converges 
in mean, to a function <f>(x), say. We have to prove that 
</>(*) = f(x) almost everywhere, and for this it is sufficient to 
show that t £ 


J <f>(x) dx — J ( 


f(x)dx 
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for all values of £. Now 



dx = lim 

a— 




cosx* g(<) dt 


a 



o 


On the other hand, for 0 <{<a, 


9(t) dt. 


jf(x) dx ~ - J du J cos vtf(l) dt = J(^j J — 9a( u ) du, 

0 o 0 0 

by § 13 94, f(x) being integrable over (0, a) Making a -> oo, and 

observing that sin £uju belongs to L 2 , we obtain, by § 12.53, 


J f(x) dx = J -~^ U g(u) du 

0 0 

This proves (4), and completes the proof of the theorem. 

There is, of course, a similar theorem for Fourier sine trans¬ 
forms. 


13.96. We can also obtain a formula corresponding to Par- 
seval’s theorem. Putting a — 0 in 13.95 (3), we have 

OO b ® 

/ {ft,(z)} a dx < J {/(*)} 2 dx < J {fix)} 2 dx, 

ooo 
and making b -+ oo, by § 12.51 

ao aO 

J M*)} 2 dx < j {/(x)} 2 dx. 

0 0 

But since the relation between f(x) and g(x) is reciprocal, the 
opposite inequality also holds. Hence in fact 

oo ao 

j {g(x)} 2 dx= j{f(x))*dx. (1) 

0 0 

Finally, if <f>(z) also belongs to L 2 , and <P(x) is its transform, 
then g(x)+ifi{x) is the transform of f(x)+<f>{x). Hence 

co ao 

J" tew+fix)} 2 dx— j {f(x)+<f>(x)Y dx, 

0 0 
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and, subtracting (1) and the corresponding formula for <f> and 
t/j, we obtain « M 

| £7(a#(z) dx = J f(x)4>(z) dx. ( 2 ) 

0 0 


MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES 

1. If f(x) is first defined in (0, n), then in (— 77 , 0) by the equation 
/(—x)=/(.t), and elsewhere by periodicity, show that j(x) has the 
Fourier cosine series ® 

-f J a.cosnx, 
n = 1 


where 


7 T 


/(£)cos nt dt. 


Similarly, if/( —x) = —f(x), then f(x) has the Fourier sme senes 

O0 

J 6„sinnx, 


}(t) sin nt dt 


0 

{ oo 

1 , V fl cosnx-nsm 

5 + 2 -.'+»= - 


where 

2. Show that 


(0 < X < 2 ir), 


e“ = 


e"—1 , 2 


+?y (o<*<w), 

■n Z-t a 2 -f n- 


n=l 


CO 

2^“*,, , . nsmrw //4 

e“ = - > {1 — (— 1 —-- (0 < x <. n) 

n /-< a 2 + n 2 


Find the sums of the senes when z = 0 
3. Sum the senes 


2 


acosnx 


2 


tiBinm 

a 2 +n 2 


(0 < z < 2tt). 


n=l n=l 

4. Expand in Fourier series valid over (0, 27 t), and also in Fourier 
cosine and sine senes valid over (0, tt), the functions 

1, x, x 3 , x 3 , cosax, s max, cosh ax, sinhnr, 

e** cos bx, e"8in bx, [x/tt], [2x/7t]. 

Consider the values of x for which the series converge to a value different 
from the value of the function expanded. 


FF 
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6. Prove that, if — I < r < 1, 

1 — r* " „ 

---= 1+2 V r n coand 

1 —2rcosf?+r a 

for all values of 8. 

6. If a,, b n denote the Fourier coefficients of f(x), then for — 1 < r < 1 

in 


K+ cos nx + 6„sin n*)r" = ± j 


t)+r 2 


7. Prove that 

2 n 


lim f i o = «/(*+0)+/(*-0)} 

r ->i2ir J 1 — 2 r cos(x — t) + r a 
o 

for all values of x for which the right-hand side exists 
[The discussion is similar to that of Fej6r’s integral.] 

8. Show that, if/(x) is bounded, then 

«, = 0{logn) 

9. Show that, if m c f(x) < M, then 

m ^ ojx) < M 

for all values of n and x 

10. Show that, if m < f(x) < M, and 

Kl < M<~> 

n n 

then m~ A t — A, < s„ < M+Ax+A t . 

[ Use the formula 

n 

s„ = ct. j- 7 v(a„coBvx 4 6,sinrx) 

n+ 1 Z-/ J 


V- 1 

II. Show that 

Ti—x sinx , sm2x , sin 3x 
~2 r + 2 + 3 


4 ... 


and deduce that 


sinr ! sin2x , ( sinnx 

~T + 2 + "' + ~n~ 


(0 < x < 2jt), 


< iir+ 1 


for all values of n and x. 

[Compare § 1.76. The actual upper bound of the partial sums is 


f dx = 1.85 .; see Gronwall (1).] 

J x 

12. Use Parseval’s theorem to sum the series 

00 CO 

V 1 V n2 

n 2 ' (a 2 -\~n 2 ) 2> £ (a 2 + n 2 


n=i 


n-l 
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13. A necessary and sufficient condition that 

a n = 6. = 0{e-“">»), 

where k > 0, for all positive values of e, is that f(x) should be almost 
everywhere equal to the value on the real axis of an analytic function 
/(z), which is regular for —k<y<k, and has the period 2i r. 

14. Construct a Fourier series for which 


*.(0) > 


logn 
loglog n 


for arbitrarily large values of n. 

15. Show that if, in the Fourier series of § 13 42, we substitute v'x 
for x in the terms corresponding to the group of numbers G\ l , we obtain 
a series which is also the Fourier series of a continuous function, and 
which diverges for all values of x such that x in is a rational number 

16. Show that, if the senes 


2 a„eos(2">r) 

TO -0 

is a Fourier series, it is convergent for almost all values of .i 
[In this case the formula used in example 10 becomes 

k-\ 

o- 2 t-,v - ~ ^ 2 m o'.cos(2".r), 

TO - 1 

and since a. —> 0 the right-hand side tends to 0 for all values of x. 
Hence *,* tends to a limit wherever o 2 t does, i o almost everywhere. 
See Kolmogoroff (1) ] 

17. If /(a.) — z -- *, whore 0 < a < 1, for 0 < r 2n, show that, as 

»-> oo, , , 

n «-i « ,_l 

" 2F(a)cos fana. * 2r(a)sin Jjra 

Show that f(x) belongs to L p if p < 1/a, and that 2 ((«»!*-(- !*-!*) is 
divergent if q < 1/(1--a) 

[See Bromwich, Infinite Senes (2nd ed ), § 174, Ex 5, and Haslam- 
Jones (1). The result should be compared with the extended Riesz- 
Fischer theorem referred to in § 13 71 It shows that the exponent of 
convergence of the series of coefficients is the ‘best possible’ J 

18. A function f(x) is equal to v* cos(c 2 x) in the intervals 


7T 

x < ^5’ 


I,2„ ., 


(v-F 1)» 

where 0 < a < fi < 1, and is defined m (—n, 0) by the relation 

/(-*) = -/(*>• 

Show that/(x) is mtegrablc in the Lebesgue sense, and that its Fourier 

sine coefficients satisfy , , ,, 

6, = 0(n ,a -*logn). 


By taking a small enough and /S/a near enough to 1, show that the 
convergence of J |6„|», where q > 2, is not sufficient to ensure that f(x) 
shall belong to U, where p = p{q) > 1. 
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[The point of the example is that if q = 2 the convergence of J J6„ |* 
dots imply that/(x) belongs to L*, and there is an abrupt change m the 
state of affairs when q becomes greater than 2. 

We have , - 


b H = ~ ^ ^ f {sin(n+v*)x + sm(n—r a )x) dx. 

77 v “ 1 -/(.in* 

The terms for which yin—2 < v < Vn + 2 are 


0(v a -P~ x ) = O(n«“-0->>); 


the terms for which v < Vn — 2 are 


( Vn-l 

- J n%) 

0 ' 

( 1-n' 1 

n u -* J" j“- 2 | = 0(«*"~*logw), 
o ’ 

and a similar result holds for the remaining terms See also Titch- 
marsh (2) ] 

19. Show that the function 

X 

/(x) = — x+ lim | (l+cosf)(l+cos4<) (l+cos4 m ~H) dt 

771 —► 00 J 


is continuous and of bounded variation, and has the period 277-; but 
that, if 6. is its nth Fourier nine coefficient, nb n does not tend to zero 
so that/(x) is not an integral. 

[This example is due to F. Riesz (3). Let t„(x) denote the integrand. 
It is a cosine polynomial of order 

1 + 4+ +4— 1 = i(4”— 1). 

On multiplying by l+cos 4"x, the first new term involves 
cos{4” — 4" — 1 )}x ** cos J{ 2 4“ +1 )x, 

which is of higher order than any of the terms in r„(x). Hence T mil (x) 
is obtained by adding new terms to t„(x) without altering the existing 
ones. Also it is easily seen that all the coefficients lie between 0 and 1. 

Let a. be the number of non-vanishing terms m r m . The recurrence 
relation <x„ +1 = 3a m — 1 is easily verified. Hence ! — a m — 3(0^,— 

0 ^,+!—= 3*. Hence, if 0 < x < 2tt, 
x 

0 
x 

Hence J r m (t) dt tends uniformly to a limit, i.e. j(x) is continuous. Also 
o 
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t m (x) is non-decreasing, and so is its limit. Hence /(x) is of bounded 
variation. Finally b 4 m = 1 /4" ] 

20. Show that, if a.cos nx + sin nx —> 0 in a set of positive measure, 
then a. —> 0 and 6„ -> 0. 

21 Show that the reciprocal formulae 

CO 00 

F(x) - J e**‘/(t) dt, J(x) = ^ J e~ u, F(t) dt, 

— CO — 30 

hold under the same conditions as Fourier’s integral. 

22 Show that Mellin’s inversion formulae 


</>(«) 


CO 

_JV, 


ifi(x) dx, <p(x) — 


ton J 


i£(«)x - ' da, 


o c— 1 « 

may, with suitable conditions, be deduced from the formulae of the 
previous example 

23. Show that the functions 


x~i, e - * 1 *, sechxjdn) 
are their own Fourier cosine transforms, and that 

x-i, xe-K e »vu" ) _ i ~ x^j(2n) 
are their own sine transforms. 

24 Express e *1*1, where a > 0, as a Fourier integral Verify the 
formula 13.96 (2) m the case where f(x) = e - **, <j>(x) — e~*. 

26 Evaluate the integral 

00 

P sin ax sm bx 

J x2 

o 

by means of the formula 13 96 (2). 

26. Let f{x) belong to L(0, oo), and be continuous and steadily de¬ 
creasing to zero as x — > oo (or be the difference between two functions 
of this type). Let a > 0, a)3 = 2tt, and let g{x) be the Fourier cosine 
transform of f(x). Then 

Va{i/(0)+ |/(na)j = V/Sjig(0)+ f g-(n)S)). 

[This is known as Poisson’s formula. It is easily verified that 


V£{isr(0)+ J£,g{mP)} 


Va 

277 


J 7 W am 


dt + 


x (2m+l)jr 

^ XT' f ./A sin(n + -fr)< 

277 Z-, J J\P/ sm{t 

m_1 ( 2 m-Drr 


dt. 
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This differs from the left-hand side of Poisson’s formula by 


o 

oo (2m+l)ir 

+£2 / {'(HtM’w*- 


m ~ 1 (2m-l)7r 


The given conditions ensure that this senes converges uniformly with 
respect to n; m fact, it is easily seen from the second mean-value 
theorem that the general term is Of/{(2m — l)irlf}}] independently of n; 
and each term tends to zero as n —*■ oo (as m the proof of Jordan’s test), 
and the result follows. 

For other conditions for the formula see Linfoot (1), Mordell (2).] 

27. Verify Poisson’s formula for the function /(x) = 1 /'(1 +x 2 ). [The 
result is equivalent to that of § 3 22, ex (in) ] 

28. Deduce from Poisson’s formula that if x > 0 


V = — V e— 

„■=-« * 


29 Sum the series 2 n~‘J y (Tip), where ft > 0, v > J, by means of 
n 1 

Poisson’s formula and the first result of Ch 1, ex. 5. 
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